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PREEACE. 




HE "Oaxton Celebration'* is in 
full progress^ and many per- 
sons are requiring information 
about our first Printer, his life 
and works. To supply that demand the present 
Volume is issued. In 1861-68, two volumes 
quarto were published, entitled '' The Life and 
Typography of William Caxton," in which the 
most full information then obtainable was 
afforded; but being both costly and cumber- 
some, it has been thought desirable to issue a 
new **Life '* in a more handy form. 

The particulars of the biographical portion 
have, where necessary, been re-cast ; but only 
one additional fact of any importance has been 
added, viz., that Caxton was married, and left 
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behind him a married daughter, information 
kindly supplied to me by Mr. Gairdner, of 
the Record Office. 

The bibliography has been necessarily cur- 
tailed, the account of the old manuscripts of 
Gaxton's printed books haying been omitted, 
as well as the details under ^* Existing Copies '' 
and *^ statistics." On the other hand, some 
new works, of which the "Ars moriendi," 
"Sex EpistolfiB," and the "Officium beat» 
Mari»," are the chief, hare been added to the 
Catalogue of Caxton's productions, and de- 
scribed in full. It has also been thought 
necessary to retain the full Collation of each 
work. 

It is a pleasing task to acknowledge assist- 
ance, and to E. A. Graves, Esq., of the British 
Museum, I owe my best thanks for revising 
the proofs of the biographical portion, and for 
numerous suggestions. 

The Plates, as in the former edition, are froift 
the skilful hand of G. I. P. Tupper, Esq., of 
Pudding Lane, Eastcheap, whose ability in this 
description of work is beyond praise. To him 
also are due many of the remarks on the various 
types, both in this and the former edition. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PREFAOE. 



But chiefly I am indebted to Henry Brad- 
shaw, Esq., Librarian to the University of 
Cambridge, for the use of his annotated copy 
of "The Life and Typography of William 
Caxton," which has enabled me to rectify 
several mistakes in that work, and to assign 
with a greater degree of accuracy the undated 
books to their proper years. 

. Mr. J. C. C. Smith, Probate B/Cgistry, Somerset 
House, kindly informed me of the discovery of 
another portion of the Will of Robert Large, 
Caxton's Master. 

The woodcut head-pieces, tail-pieces, and 
initials are from the hand of Noel Humphreys, 
Esq., who on this occasion kindly resumed his 
pencil for the subject's sake. 

W. B. 
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CHAPTER I. 



BITlTHPIiACE AlO) PARENTAGE. 




WAS born and lerned myn englissh in 
Eente in the weeld where I doubte not is 
spoken as brode and rude englissh as is in 
onj place of englond.^ Thus briefly does 
William Caxton record the place of his 
birth and early years, and notwithstand- 
ing prolonged and careful research nothing 
more precise has been ascertained. 

The name of "weald," rendered by Halliwell" forest," or 
" woody country," betokens the nature of the district, which at 
the time of the Conquest, and for centuries after, was covered' 
with dense woods where thousands of wild hogs roamed and 
fattened. This extensiye tract of country had no legally 
defined boundaries, and one can easily understand how Lam- 
barde, the Kentish historian, was so puzzled when he attempted 
to describe it, that he declared it easier to deny altogether 
the existence of the weald than to define its boundaries with 
any accuracy. An approximate idea of its geographical 
position may be gained by observing that a traveller, starting 
from Edenbridge, and journeying through Tnnbridge, Harden, 
Biddenden, and Tenterden to the Bomney marges, would 
pass through its centre. 

A century before Caxton's birth a great change had com- 
menced in the weald of Kent. Hitherto the wool for which 
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England was fiunous had been pnrchaaed hy merchants and 
carried over to FlanderSy for the paipoae of being made into 
cloth, which was bronght back for sale in England. Edward 
III, strack by the wealth and power which accnied to Flan- 
ders from the doth mannftctnre established there, determined 
to try the experiment of establishing a fectoiy in England. 

The weald, coyered aa it then was with forests, was of 
little valne as land ; and hither, aided in his design by the 
sangoinary feuds at that time raging among the trade guilds 
of the Low Countries, the King induced about eighty respect- 
able Flemish families to migrate and carry on the manu- 
&cture of doth in the country which produced the wool. 
Exempt from taxation, and favoured by the royal patronage 
and many special priyileges, the colony throve and grew 
rapidly. The Flemish settlers soon became naturalised, and 
increased in wealth and influence year by year ; so that in 
the fifteenth century '^ their trade was of great importance, 
and exercised by persons who possessed most of the landed 
property in the weald." Thus writes Hasted in 1778, and 
adds, ** Insomuch that almost all the antient &milies of these 
partSy now of large estates, are sjHmng from ancestors who 
have used this staple manufacture.** 

We read Oaxton's narrative of his birth in a new light, 
when we bear in mind that the inhabitants of the Weald had 
' a strong admixture of Flemish blood in their best ftmilies, 
and that doth was their chief, and, probably, only manufiio- 
ture. We understand why the Kentish dialect was so broad 
and rude, and we enter more heartily into the amusing 
anecdote in Caxton's prefiKse to the ** Eneydos," where he 
tells of the good wife of Kent who knew what the Flemish 
word ^'eyren** meant, but understood not the English word 
**eggA.** ^'Gertayn marchannts," says Caxton, '^were in a 
ship in tamyse for to have sayled over the see into selande, 
and for lacke of wynde thei taiyed atte forlond . and wente 
to lande for to rcfreshe them And one of theym named 
sheffdde a mercer cam in to an hows and axed for mete . and 
specyaUy he axed after eggys And the good wyf answerde . 
that she coude speke no frenshe. And the marchaunt was 
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angiy . for he also ooude speke no freiushe . bat wolde ha^e 
hadde eggee, and she nndeistode hym not, And thenne at last 
a nother sajd that he wolde have eyren, then the good wyf 
sayd that die nnderstod hym wel." Dr. Pegge, in his 
** Alphabet of Eenticismsy" gives " eiren " as the equivalent 
of ** eggs" in the Kentish dialect of old English. 

Here, then, in some rural homestead, sorronnded by people 
who spoke En^ish ** not to be nnderstonden,** was Caxton bom. 
Kentish historians, anxious to localise the honour of having 
given birth to so famous a man, claim the ancient manor of 
Gaostons, near Hadlow, in the Weald of Kent, as the original 
seat of the Oazton family. In the fifteenth century the name 
Caxton was usually pronounced Cauxton cfrCaiuton, the letter 
a having a broad sound, and the u being frequently inserted 
after it. Numerous instances are given in the ** ArchsBologia 
Gantiana," Vol. V., of names of Kentish towns having this 
broad pronunciation. Thus Francklyn occurs in old deeds as 
FrauncUyn ; Mailing as Mauling, and Wanting as Waunting. 
The letters a and x were often interchanged, and so Caxton 
writes AUsaunder for Alexander, while to €uk appears in the 
^Chess Book" as to €use. We may fdrther note that Caxton, 
in Cambridgeshire, is spelt in old documents, CausUm, and, 
in the records of the Mercers' Company, a certain Thomas 
Cacston appears as one of the liverymen appointed to wd- 
oome King Edward lY on his entry into London, and is 
immediately after entered as Thomas Cawston. Many years 
before Gaxton's birth, the manor of Caustons had been alie- 
nated from the Caxton family, by whom it had long been 
held; and although some ofiidioots may have remained in the 
neighbourhood, the most important branch ai^)ears to have 
taken root in Essex, and there adopted the name of the old 
Kentish hundred for their new residence; for among the 
wills now preserved at Somerset House is that of Johannes 
Cawston, of Hadlow Hall, Essex, dated 1490. Nothing, how- 
ever, of interest can be gleaned from it. 

We therefore conclude that William Caxton probably de- 
scended ftom the old stock of the Caustons, who owned the 
manor of Caustons, near Hadlow, in the Weald of Kent. The 

B 2 
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eyidenoe is not strong, but yet there is no other locality in 
the Weald in which can be traced the slightest connection, 
either verbal or otherwise, with the family. 

Caxton's pedigree is quite unknown, no trace of any of his 
relatiyes, except a married daughter, having been discovered. 
The " William Caxton" who was buried in 1478, in the churdi 
of St. Margaret, Westminster, is asserted by some biographers 
to have been the father of our printer. This may be possiUe ; 
but no relationship can be assumed from mere identity of 
name, for Gaxtons, Oaustons, or Cauxtons are to be found in 
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many parts of England during 
the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries. William de Caxtone 
owned a house in the parish of 
St. Mary Abchurch, London, 
in 1811 : a man of the same 
name paid his tax to the City 
authorities in 1441 : and there 
was a fiumly of Gaxtons te^ 
mous for centuries as mer- 
chants at Norwich, who used as their trade-mark three Cakes 
and a Tun. The will of Robert Caxton, alias Causton, is pre- 
served at Canterbury; and at Sandwich, Tuxford, Newark, 
Beckenham, Westerham, and frequently in the early records 
of London does the name appear. The will of John Caxton, 
of Canterbury, likewise still exists : he was " of the parish 
of St. Alphage, Mercer," and left to the church some wooden 
** deskys,** upon which the following device may still be seen. 
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When was Caxton bom ? To this question a more satis- 
fiictoiy answer can be given, for the date of his apprenticeship 
has fortunately been preserred in the records of the Mercers' 
Company. It has generally been assomed that 1412 was the 
date of his birth, upon the sole ground that Caxton himself 
complained, in 1471, that he was growing old and weak, from 
which the inference has been drawn that he must then have 
seen at least sixty years. That this date, however, must be 
advanced is proved by the following extract from the earliest 
volume of the "Wardens' Accounts" in the Archives of the 
Mercers' Company. The entry occurs in a list of fees for the 
binding and enrolment of apprentices "pur Ian deunt passe 
cest assauoir des Fest de Saynt John Bap** Ian xvj du Boy 
H^ir sisme ;" that is, "for the year last passed that is to say 
from the Feast of St. John Baptist in the X6th year of King 
Henry VI. [June 24, 1488]," and is literally as Mows:— 

Entrei des Appntices. 

Item John lai^, i lea appntioes de ^. . 
Item Will'm Coxston J Robert Large ^ 

We have here recorded the interesting ftct that in 1438 
Caxton was apprenticed to Bobert Large. It is the first 
genuine date in his life with which we are acquainted, and 
affords us a starting point from which can be reckoned, with 
some degree of certainty, the date of his birth. 

The age of twenty-one has always been considered as the 
period when a man arrives at his legal majority ; but in the 
fifteenth century there was also what may he termed the ctvic 
majority, which was not attained until tlu^ years later. This 
custom prevailed to the end of the seventeenth century ; for 
in 1698 an Act of Common Council was passed enjoining the 
Chamberlain to ascertain that every candidate for admission 
to the freedom of the City had "reached the foil age of 
twenty-four." The phrase " quonsque ad etatem suam xxiiij 
annorom peruenerit," so commonly found in old wills, refers 
to this custom ; and in view of it the indenture of an appren- 
tice was always so drawn that on the commencement of his 
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twenty-fifth year he might issue firom his af^rentioefihip. 
This neoessarilj caiused a oonsiderable variation in the length 
of servitnde, which ranged according to the age of the yonth, 
from seyen years, the shortest term, to fourteen years. Taking 
the ''entries" and '' issues" in the Mercers' records as a goide, 
ten years appears to haye been the term most nsoal in the 
fifteenth century; but if we calculate his servitude to have 
lasted but seven years, Gaxton could not have been more 
than seventeen years of age when apprenticed, and would 
therefore have been bom not later than the year 1421. 
That he was not much younger is evident from the position 
he had gained for himself at Bruges only eleven years after he 
entered his apprenticeship, when he was accepted as surety 
for a sum equid to £1500 at the present day; so that we 
cannot be far wrong if we assume 1422-8 as the date of his 
birth. 
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AJCTON telb ns, in his prologae to 
** Charies the Great/' that, preyiouBlj to 
his apiH^ntioeflhip, he had been to Bchool, 
bat whether in Kent or in London he 
does not say. He only thanks his 
parents for their kind foresight in giving 
him a good edncation, by which he was enabled in after 
years to earn an honest living. No other particulars of his 
early history being known, we will pass at once to the year 
1438y and imagine him, fresh from the Weald, already in- 
stalled in the household of Alderman Large, and duly invested 
with all the rights and privil^es of a London apprentice. 

When we remember how many of these apprentices were 
young men about four-and-twenty years of age, we can readily 
believe that very strict rules were required to keep them 
within bounds, and that when they did break loose it was 
sometimes beyond the combined power of all the city autho- 
rities to restrain them. The Evil May Day, as it was called, 
in 1517, when the apprentices rose against the foreigners, 
especially the French, and, notwithstanding the efforts of the 
Lord Mayor and aldermen, ravaged the City, burning houses 
and killing many persons, is recorded by the old chroniclers. 
The day was long remembered by the masters with fear, and 
by the apprentices with pride — although twelve of the latter 
ignominiously perished by the hands of the hangman after 
the suppression of the riot by the King's troops. 
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The master's duties to his apprentioe were to feed him, 
clothe him, and teach him well and truly his art and craft. 
Failing the fulfilmait of these duties, the apprentice could, on 
complaint and proof shown before the Court of Aldermen, 
have his indentures cancelled, or be turned over to another 
master. On the other side, the apprentice made oath to serve 
his master well and truly, to keep all his secrets, to use no 
traffic on his own account, and to obey all lawful commands. 

The London merchants of those days were very exdusive 
in their reception of apprentices, and perhaps none of them 
more so than the MercenB, who took precedence of all the 
City companies. The leading men of the great companies, as 
was natural, apprenticed their sons to one another, and thus 
the family names of Caxton's fellow-apprentices are the names 
ako of tiie wardens, and the most substantial citizens of the 
period. The family name of " Oaxton ** does not, indeed, figure 
among those of the City magnates, but William Caxton's 
admission to the household of one of London's most eminent 
merdiants, and his being apprenticed at the same time as his 
master's son, go far to prove the &mily to have been well 
connected. In one case only does there seem a probability 
of relationsliip. The records of the Mercers' Company contain 
many notices of the '* entries " and " issues " of apprentices, 
and in 1447 it is recorded that one Richard Caxton finished 
liis term of servitude with John Harrowe, whose son was one 
of the apprentices of Robert Large at the same time as 
William Caxton. Large and Harrowe were fellow Mercers, 
and evidently on firiendly terms, so that it is probable the two 
young Caxtons were of tlie same family. 

Robert Large, Caxton's master, was one of the ridiest and 
most influential merchants in the City. He was a Mercer, 
and the son of a Mercer, and a native of the City of London. 
In 1480 he filled the office of Sheriff, and in 1489-40 that 
of Lord Mayor. The Mercer's Company was then, as now, 
the oldest chartered company iu existence, and among its 
members were comprised the merdiants of highest standing 
in the City. It paid more money to the king's revenue, sent 
to a ''riding" more well-mounted men, spent larger sums on 
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Plate I. 

From Agga%'t Map of London^ showing the House of Alderman Largs. 
Caxton*s Master (marked ^). The Arms of Large in right hand comer. 
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its ^^liverieB," and yielded firom its ranks more aheriffs and 
majors than anj two City companies besides. Large was 
elected "Gardein" (the old term for Warden) in 1427, and 
appears to have made himself yerj popular, if we may judge 
from the unusual expenditure on tiie Lord Mayor's Day when 
he succeeded to the mayoralty. Carriages not having yet 
come into use, the procession to Westminster was on horse- 
backy the Mercers on that occasion riding in new robes, 
preceded by sixteen trumpeters, blowing silver trumpets pur- 
chased for the occasion. A few liverymen who absented 
themselves were heavily fined. 

The house in which Alderman Large resided no doubt 
presented a great contrast to Caxton's home in the Weald. 
It stood at the north end 'of the Old Jewry, and appears to 
have been a very ancient and extensive mansion. Stow, 
writing in 1598, gives a curious account of its vicissitudes, 
and sums up its history thus: — '^sometime a Jews' Syna- 
gogue, since a house of friars, then a nobleman's house, after 
that a merchant's house, wherein mayoralties have been kept, 
but now a wine tavern." Large resided there until his death. 

The household of which Caxton had become a member 
consisted of at least, eighteen persons, exdusive of domestic 
servants' — Alderman Robert Large and his second wife 
Johanna; four sons, Robert, Thomas, Richard, and John, all 
under age (24 years), the last being bound apprentice at the 
same time as Caxton; two daughters, Alice and Elizabeth, 
both under age (21 years) ; two "servants," or men who had 
served their apprenticeship, and eight apprentices. Large did 
not long survive his mayoralty. His will is dated Ajvil 11th, 
1441, and he died on the 24th of the same month. He was 
buried in St. Olave's, Old Jewry, in the same grave as his 
first wife Elizabeth, and their monument, with the following 
inscription, existed in the time of Stow : — " Hie requiescat in 
Gratia et misericordia Dei, Robebtus Labge, quondam Mer- 
cerus et Maior istius civitatis." An imperfect copy of Large's 
will is preserved in the Principal Registry of the Court of 
Probate at Somerset House. From it we leam that he owned 
the manor of Horham, in Essex, and that he left various sums 
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to the pariah churches of Bhakeston, Aldestre, and Oyerton, 
where some of his relatives were buried. It would have been 
interesting to find that Large had a fiunily connection with 
Caxton's native ooonty ; bnt although no trace of this can be 
diacoveredy it is remarkable that two of his api»«ntices should 
have had Kentish names, Gaxton being merely another form 
of Oaoston, a manor near Hadlow, and the hundred of Strete 
being represented hj Cazton's Mow-api»entioey Bandolph 
Streete. He left liberal bequests to his parish churdi of St. 
OlAYe, Old Jewry, and for religions purposes generally^ as well 
as considerable sums for the completion of a new aqueduct 
then in course of oonstruction, for the repair of London 
Bridge, for cleansing the watercourse of Walbrook, for mar- 
riage portions of poor girls, for relief of domestic servants^ 
and for the use of various hospitals of London, among which 
may be noticed ^^Bedleem," Bishopsgate Without, St. Thomas 
of Southwark, and the Leper Houses at ^' Hakeney-les-lokes." 
Among the many bequests in Large's will, the following are 
worthy of notice as showing the names and approximate ages 
of Cazton's fellow apprentices, of whom he appears, both by 
the order in which he is mentioned, and by the dates in the 
Mercers' records, to have been the youngest. 

Richard Bony&unt (issued 1440). ..50 marks. 

Heniy Okmanton (entered 1484)... 50 pounds. 

Robert Dedes ( )...20 marks. 

Christopher Heton (issued 1448).. .20 pounds. 

William Gaxton (entered 1487).. .20 marks. 

Besides the above there were Randolph Streete, who issued 
in the same year as that in which Gaxton was bound, Thpmas 
Neche, who issued in 1440, and John Harrowe, who «88ued 
in 1448. These are all entered in the Mercers' books as 
^'appndces de Rob*- Large.** 

Before proceeding with the account of Gaxton, we may 
here briefly state what is known of the subsequent history of 
the &mily in which he lived. Mistress Large (whose son 
Richard Tumat, by her first husband, is mentioned in Large's 
will) was now again a widow, with a large fortune of her own 
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and the oare of two stepsonSy each of whom was alao well pro- 
vided for. Her second bereavement appears for a time to 
have affected her most deeply. Over the body of her deceased 
husband she thns solemnly and publicly vowed to devote the 
remainder of her days to charity and chastity : — ** I, Johanna^ 
that was sometime the wife of Robert Large, make mine 
avow to Ood and the high blissfdl Trinity, to onr Lady Baint 
Mary, and to all the blissful company of Heaven, to live in 
chastity and cleanness of my body from this time forward as 
long as my life lasteth, never to take other spouse but only 
Christ Jesn." At the same time a ring was placed upon her 
wedding finger, and a coarse brown veQ thrown over her by 
the priest. Her celibacy was not, however, of long duration, 
as in about three years she married for the third time, as we 
learn from the following quaint entry in the second edition 
of Stew's ** Survey of London." Writing of John Gedney, 
Lord Mayor in 1427, he says, ''Tins Godnay in the yeare 
1444 wedded the widdow of Robert Large late Maior, which 
widdow had taken the Mantell and ring, and the vow to line 
chast to God tearme of her life, for the breach whereof the 
marriage done they were troubled by the Churdi, and put to 
penance, both he and she." 

AU the children mentioned by Large in his will were by 
Elizabeth, his first wife. Robert and Thomas did not long 
survive their fether ; John died soon after the expiration of 
his apprenticeship, which, as we have seen, was contempo- 
raneous with that of Caxton, and his name, accordingly, does 
not occor in Large's will. Richard, the sole survivor, suc- 
ceeded, as was his fethefs wish, to all the property devised to 
his two elder brothers, and his claims were allowed by the 
Court of Aldermen on his ^attaining his age of 24 years" in 
the year 1444. Large's daughter Alice does not appear to 
have claimed her patrimony on arriving at her majority ; she 
therefore, in all probability, died previously; but Elizabeth 
married soon after her Mhefs death, and her husband, 
Thomas Eyre, son of the Lord Mayor, received her dowry in 
1446. 

The three years which Caxton passed as apprentice with 
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Large were yeiy eventfiily and, as it was during this period 
that he must have received his most vivid impressions of life, 
it may not be amiss to take a rapid glance at a few of the 
events which agitated the minds of the people. Gaxton, no 
donbty was witness of the great jousts in Smithfield in 1488, 
which lasted three weeks, and are so graphically described in 
one of the Lansdowne Manuscripts in the British Museum 
(No. 285), and his intense love for knightly sports may have 
there been first developed. But though sights of knights at 
tournaments were to be seen for nothing, common bread was 
very dear, and many deaths from starvation occurred in the 
same year. An old chronicle tells us that, ^'Men ate rye 
bread and barly, and bred mad of benes, peses, and fetches: 
and wel were hym that myghte haue ynowe thereof." In his 
own additions to the ^'Polycronioon" Gaxton is more than 
usually minute in his record of the events which occurred 
during the time of his apprenticeship. Speaking of this year, 
he recounts that '^Gome was soo skarce that in some places 
poure peple made hem brede of fern rotes." This makra one 
cease to wonder at tumults and rebellion, and possibly some 
chord of pity was struck in Gaxton's breast when certain men 
from his native county of Kent, called '' Biseit," were beheaded, 
and the heads of five of them were stuck on poles and left 
to rot over the southern gateway of London Bridge. In 1489 
Large was elected Mayor, and at his '' riding" to Westminster 
and back, all his apprentices no doubt assisted to swell the 
shout in honour of their master, and to drink the wine which 
flowed freely from the conduits. But ere that year was ended 
a sad spectacle was seen on Tower Hill, when Richard Wyche, 
Vicar of Deptford, an old .man of eighty years of age, was 
burnt for Lollardism. An old chronicler, at the end of his 
account of this martyrdom, adds, ** for the which Sir Richard 
was made grete tnone among the comyn peple ;" and well they 
might moan, for his love and charity had won for him the 
strongest affection among the poor. He was first degraded 
" at Powl/s," and then taken away to Tower Hill, where he 
was roasted over a slow fire. The excitement among the 
people was intense, and on the night of this event all the 
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watches throughout the city were doubled, bo great were the 
fears entertained of a general rising. The impression made 
on the mind of Caxton may be gathered from his own rela- 
tion: — "This yere Syr Bychard wiche, vycary of hermettes- 
worth was derated of his ptysihodey at powlys, and brente 
at toure hylle as for an heretyk on saynt Botolphus day, how 
wd at his deth, he deyde a good crysten man, wherefore after 
his dethe moche people cam to the place where he hadde ben 
brente, and offiyd and made a hi&spe of stones, and sette vp 
a crosse of tree, and hdde hym for a saynt till the mayer 
and shreves, by commaundement of the kynge and btsshops 
destroyed it, and made there a doughyll." Another grievous 
event appears, in the foUowing year, to have ezdted the com- 
passion of our young apprentice. On three alternate days 
Eleanor Chobham, the beautiful wife of Duke Humphrey, was 
landed on the banks of the Thames, and, accompanied by the 
mayor, sheriib, and guilds of the dty, walked to St. Paul's 
barefooted, dad in a white sheet, and holding a taper, as 
a penance for her presumed sorceries with the witch of Eye. 
Caxton has narrated this at unusual length. There were great 
tournaments again this year in the Tower, as well as a despe- 
rate fight between the dtizens and a body of courtiers, for 
which the former, although first attacked, were heavily fined 
by the king. The old chronider describes the fray as "a 
great debate by the night time, where through shots of bows 
there were many hurt foul and slain.'' But the chief event of 
this period, considered in its bearing upon Gaxton's destiny, 
was the condusion of a three years' peace between England 
and Flanders. This, coupled with the termination of the war 
^rtuch had raged fiuioudy between Holland and Zealand and 
Hamburgh, was probably a material cause in determining 
Caxton's departure firom England. 

We do not know what were the exact duties which de- 
volved upon Caxton during his apprenticeship; but as an 
assistant to Large, who had extensive connections, and was 
doubtless in frequent correspondence with Bruges, the great 
centre of English commerce abroad, he must have obtained 
considerable indght into the customs of foreign trade, and 
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beoome personally known to many Flemiah merchantBy who, 
wfadQ in London; would probably stay in Large's bouse. 

We must not forget thtit Caxton was not released horn 
bis indentures hy the death of his mastw. If he wished to 
continue his career as a merchant, whether in England or 
abroad, he was obliged to serve out his apprenticeship ; and 
that he did so we gather from his admission in after years to 
the livery of the Mercers' Company. Executors were bound 
to provide the apprentices of a deceased trader with a new 
home; and it would seem that the original master might 
appoint a new master by his will, or of his own accord assign 
the apprentice during his lifetime, without making the appren- 
tice himself a party to the assignment. So fsy* as we know, 
Large made no arrangement of this kind; and it appears 
probable that the usual course of providing a new master for 
the bereaved apprentice was adopted by the ezecuton in 
Gaxton's case. Moreover, it was not uncommon for young 
men in his position to be sent to some foreign town to obtain 
experience in trade. Wheeler says, ^The Merchants Adven- 
turers send their yong men, sonnes, and servantes or appren- 
tices, who for the most parte are Gtentlemens sonnes, to the 
Marte Townes beyonde the seas, there to leame good facions 
and knowledge in trade.** Whether Caxton left England by 
his own desire, or at the instance of his new master, or by 
the invitation of a foreign friend, is unknown; but that he 
took up his abode in the Low Countries, and probably at 
Bruges, in 1441, the year in which his first master died, we 
gather from his own words in the prologue to ^^The Becuyell," 
where he states that he had then, in 1471, been abroad for 
thirty years. Thither probably he carried with him no more 
than the twenty marks (equal to about £150 at the {Hiesent 
day) bequeathed to him by Alderman Large. 
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HE City of Brages had long been not 
only the seat of government of the 
Dokes of Borgandjy bat also the metro- 
polis of trade for all the neighbouring 
conntries. Thither resorted merchants 
from all parts of Europe, certain of 
finding there the best market for 
their wares. English traders especiaUj abounded, having been 
greatly favoured bj Philip the Gtooi, who had been almost 
from a child brought up in the Court of England, and who 
in 1446 gave great privileges to the Merchant Adventurers 
under the name of 7^ English Nation, by which title thej were 
ever after conmionlj known in foreign parts. So greatly were 
the Duke's dominions indebted to the trade in wool and doth 
with England, that Philip the Good, when he instituted in 
1429 a new Order of Knighthood, adopted for its title and 
badge " The Golden Meeoe." The " Athenaeum" for Decem- 
ber 5th, 1868, gives a curious account of the choice of this 
name. '* Philip, wearied with suggestions for the name and 
badge of his new Order, at last said it might be named in 
some reference to the season of the year in which the matter 
had been discussed. That season included the months of July, 
August, September, October and November. As the initiei 
letters of tliose months (the same in French and Dutch as in 
English) made the word Jason, the name of the Hero of the 
€k>lden Fleece, the condusion was hilariously arrived at that 
the new Order should be named accordingly." 
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Caxton iflsaed out of his apprenticeship about 1446, and 
became a freeman of his guild, though, as this happened 
abroad, no notice of it occurs in the Company's books. It 
would appear fiiat he immediatelj entered into business on 
his own account, and that he prospered^ for in 1450 we find 
him in Bruges, and so &r successful as to be thought sufficient 
security for the sum of £110 sterling, more than equal to 
£1,500 now. This f^peais from the following curious law 
proceedings preserved in the archives of the City of Bruges. 
WiUiam Oraes, an English merchant, in the year 1450, sued 
in the Town Hall of Bruges, before the burgomasters, mer- 
chants, and councillors of the city, John Belle and William 
Caxton, both English merchants, for a sum of money. William 
Craes deposed that John Granton, of the Staple at Calais, was 
indebted to him in the sum of £110 sterling, for which the 
said John Sdle and William Caxton had become sureties, 
and that the said John Granton having departed from the 
city without payment made, he, the said Craes, had caused 
his sureties to be arrested. The defendants admitted that 
they were the sureties for John Granton, but pleaded that as 
Granton was very rich, complainant should wait and look to 
him for payment, if indeed the money had not been ahx»dy 
paid. Judgment was given by Boeland de Yos and Guerard 
le Groote in favour of the complainant, the defendants having 
to give security for the sum demanded, but it was also decreed 
that if John Granton on his return to Bruges should prove 
payment previously to his departure, the complainant should 
then pay a fine double in amount to that of the sum claimed. 

We learn from their records that the Mercers were, at this 
period, engaged in a considerable trade with the Low Coun- 
tries, but this soon after received a check from an edict of 
the Duke of Burgundy which prohibited the importation of 
all English cloths. The item in the Mercers' accounts — " To 
Bichard Burgh for bearing of a letter over the sea, 6« 8^," 
probably refers to this, although from the small sum paid 
in comparison with several similar entries, it may be inferred 
that he was not a special messenger, but that he took charge 
of the letter, having to go to Bruges on his own account. 
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The date when Caxton was admitted to the freedom of hk 
Ck)mpanj does not appear, bat it was donbtlesB shortly after 
he had inaed from his apprentioeflhip. It most haye oocnrred 
before 14589 for in that year he made a journey from Brogee 
to London, aooompanied by Bichaert Burgh and Esmond 
Bedeknape, when all three were admitted to the Livery of the 
Mercers' Company, a priTilege to which the admisuon to the 
freedom was a necessary step. Like Caxton, Burgh and Sede- 
knape were probably English trad»s settled at Bruges : Bede- 
knape was most likely a relatiye of the W. Sedeknape of 
London, who appears farther on as a merchant trading wit^ 
Bruges, and we have already noticed Burgh as the bearer of a 
letter to that city. We may likewise remark that the usual 
fees on their taking up the livery seem to have been remitted, 
the whole entry in the volume of accounts being erased by 
the pen. The Mercers' aoooui^ of the same year show 
charges for sending two letters to ihe Dudiess of Burgundy, 
who was not above trading in doth on her own account, with 
the special privilege tamt her brother, Edward lY, of being 
fi^eed from the payment of import and export duties. In 
1453 GeofBrey Felding, Mercer, was mayor, and the names of 
William Caxton, Bic. Burgh, Thos. Bryce, and William Pratt 
appear, diarged with fines of Sa. Ad, each for not attending 
at his riding (quite &utent de chiuachier ouesque le mair). 

As an English merdiant residing in Bruges, Caxton would 
necessarily be subject to the laws and regulations of the 
Chartered Company called the MERCEUirr Advbnturebs, 
whose Governor had control over all English and Sootch 
tradeiB in those parts. All foreign trade was then carried 
on by means of Trading Guilds. These assocktions, which 
oocupy a prominent position in the early history of European 
commerce, had in most cities a common place of residence, 
and were governed by laws and diarters granted on one side 
by the government of their own oountiy, and on the otiier 
side by the government of the country in which they had 
settled. They appear to have originated in a common 
necessity. The trader in a foreign country was always an 
object of 8nq)icion to the inhabitants, and (rften found him* 
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self reetricted by its laws as to (ihe artides he shonld buy 
or Belly and to tike prices he should giye or reoeive. These 
laws being frequently unjust and subversive of all legitimate 
trade, besides being often strained to the great injury of indi* 
vidualsy it was found expedient for all traders in foreign lands 
to unite, and by combined action to secure that recognition of 
their rights which the individual could not obtain. Hence 
arose the Association of Merchant AdfmUurer$y which con- 
sisted of English merchants^ who ventured timi goods in 
foreign markets. The Mercers, whose foreign trade fax ex- 
ceeded that of all other Companies^ appear to have originated 
this Association in the thirteenth century, under the name of 
the Guild or Fraternity of St. Thomas-^-Becket, and to have 
retained the principal management of its affiiirs until their 
disconnection in the sixteenth century. Although Grocers, 
Drapers, Fishmongers, and several other trade guilds yielded 
.their quota of members, and added their influence when 
support was needed, yet there were more Mercers among the 
Merchant Adventures than liverymen of any other company ; 
the meetings of the Association at their head-quarters in 
London were hdd in Mercers' Hall, and their transactions 
entered in the same minute-book wiUi those of the Mercers' 
Company itself until 1526, when they became entirely inde- 
pendent, although the last link was not severed before the 
Great Fire of London in 1666 destroyed the office which the 
Merchant Adventurers held of the Mercers under their Hall. 
It appears, however, from the records of the Founders' Com- 
pany, that the Merchant Adventurers became their tenants in 
1565; that the Founders borrowed a laige sum of money 
fix)m them, for which, in 1647» £200 was paid for intoest; 
and that in 1688 the Founders leased the Sising Boom and 
the Gown Boom of their new Hall in Lothbury to the Mer- 
chant Adventurers for £16 per annum. Several charters were 
granted by English kings to their subjects in various parts of 
Europe for their internal government. Li 1407, Henry lY 
granted authority to the English merchants in Holland, Flan- 
ders, Prussia^ and other States, to assemble and elect governors, 
with power to rale all English merchants repairing thither, 
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and to make reaflonabie ordinanoefl. Henry VI renewed these 
powers in 1444. On the acoesBion of the House of York, 
the MeroeiB oonsnlted the City Recorder and ^'Rigby" le- 
Bpecting their Corporation, and by the statute 1 Ed. 17, c. i., 
passed for confirming the titles of those who held under 
grants of any of the three preceding kings, therein described 
as ''in fact and not in right" kings of England, all grants to 
the wardens of the Meroers were specially confirmed. The 
Merchant Adventorers now obtained a lai^r charter, dated 
April 16th, 1462, which Hakluyt calls " The Merchant Adv^- 
tnrers' Patent," for the better government of the English 
merchants residing in Brabant, Flanders, &c., and under its 
provisions William Obray was appointed '' Governor of the 
English Merchants" at Bruges. 

Whether Obray died about this time is not known, but he 
does not appear to have acted long in his new capacity, for 
between June 24th, 1462, and June 24th, 1468, the Mercers' 
books record that William Cazton was performing the official 
duties of governor, and was in correspondence not only with 
the wardens of the Mercers' Company, but also with the Lord 
Chancellor, writing to both about the best method of regu- 
lating the buying of ware at Bruges. The charge for boat- 
hire incurred by the wardens in delivering Caxton's letter to 
the Lord Chancellor is thus entered in the annual accounts : — 

Item for botehyre for to shewe to ye lords of ye codsell the I're 
y* come from Caxton k, ye feUtfhip by yond ye See Tjd. 

When Caxton's name next appears in the Mercers' books 
there is no doubt of his position, as he is addressed by the 
title of ** governor." It was one of the duties of the governor 
at Bruges by his ^^ correctors" to see that all goods exported 
to England were of just weight and measure, and at a Court 
of Adventurers^ held in Mercers' Hall on August 16th, 1465, 
William Bedeknape, William Hende, and John Sutton com- 
plained that they had received both doth and lawn deficient 
in breadth as well as length ; whereupon it was decided that 
a letter should be dispatched to '^ Williak Caxton, Owemor 
heycnd the Sea,^^ for reformation of the abuse. This being. 

c 2 
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an nnnsaally interesting entry, we quote it here as it ia 
on folio dl. of the original minute book :— 

A* xiiij® lxY«- Coarte of aTcntaren holden the xtj^*" daye of 
Augnsfc the jere aboae written. 

ffor eoell mesore ffor asmache as Will™ Kedeknape Will"^ hende 
of cloth & lawne. & John Sutton w* other complayne as well for 
lak of mesnre in all white clothe and brown 
clothe as ia brede of the sraie/ and in Ijkewiae 
in lawne njrvU & pnrpell hit is aooorded that a 
letter shal be made to Will"" Caxton goQoor by 
yonde the see as well for refonrmacion of the 
p'sidentes as other &c. 

A lettre of the same and other was sent bj henTy 
Bomsted the iiij*^ day of Beptembor A® R* £. iiijtt 
iUjto 

"Whether Henry Bomsted was a special ooturier does not 
appear ; but the same year another letter was sent at a cost 
representing more than £15 at the present day, and entered 
thus : — 

Item to Jenyne Bakker, Cnrronr for berying a letter 

to Caxton ovir ye see xTiiijs riijd 

Caxton being now established in the city of Bruges, in the 
influential position of Oovemor of the English Nation in the 
Low Countries, it may be as wdl to take a brief sm^ey of 
his duties and emoluments at this period. These are expressly 
laid down in the charter abready noticed, granted only two 
years before. The governor had ftdl power to govern by 
himself or deputies all merchants and marinevBy to make such 
minor regulations for the conduct of trade (not contrary to 
the International Treaties) as seemed needful, to decide all 
quarrels, and to pass sentence in a court composed of himself 
as governor and twelve justicers to counsel and advise him ; 
the justicers to be chosen by the '^ common merchants and 
mariners," subject to his approval, six sergeants being allowed 
** to do the executions and arrests of the said court." He was 
to appoint at pleasure correctors and brokers to witness all 
bargains, as wdl as folders and packers to make up the packs 
of the merchants (who were not allowed to pack their own 
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goods, lesfe any prohibited articles should be indnded), and he 
was to be present at the tmpackiiig of goods newly aniTed. 
No parcel was to leaye the city without being sealed. The 
officers were paid by a fee chuged on packing or unpacking 
every pack: the goTemor being paid at the rate of 2d. for 
every pack sealed for exportation, and Id. for every bargain 
witnessed by his deputies, besides several smaller levies which 
are not mentioned in the diarter, except under the term 
'^accustomed dues.'' From all this it will be seen that the 
governor ruled over his countrymen with almost unlimited 
authority. His duties must at times have been very onerous, 
involving much responsibility, and requiring talents of no 
mean order. To him likewise would be made all communi- 
cations from the Government under which they lived, and to 
his diplomatic skill and influence would be due to a large 
extent the comfort or discomfort of all the English residents. 
By the charter Obray would appear to have been the 
nominee of the king himsetf, but this was only a form, as the 
custom seems to have been for the Court of the Adventurers 
to recommend "a fit person" to the king, who thereupon 
appointed him. The folloT^dng example will show in whose 
lumds the executive power really resided : — ^The name of John 
Pykering appears in the Mercers' books as the successor of 
Caxton in the office of ^ Governor of the English Nation." 
This Pykering, who was a Mercer of renown, having spoken 
against the wardens of his Company, was summoned before 
an assembly of the '^ Adventurers of the different Fellowships " 
in London. There disdaming to ^'stond bare hed," and 
speaking ''alle hawty and roiall," he was by the advice of the 
Court of the Mercers discharged from his office of governor, 
and heavily fined. Shortly after, he appears to have repented 
his boldness, for we find him humbly asking pardon on his 
knees before a fuU Court. Nothing could more ftiUy prove 
the power exercised by the Mercers' Company, which was, in 
fiict, mainly instrumental in obtaining the new charter for 
the Adventurers, or, as they are usually termed, "our felawship 
by yond the See," for which in the year following they are 
charged by the Mercers' Company £47 0«. 10^. 
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The ** Enghsh Nation/' as we haye already remarked, was 
a Terj important body at Bruges^ and like the Esterlings, the 
Florentine8| and other merchants^ had their own ** Hoofley" 
which existed in its original state when SandemSy who calls 
it " Prsetorium peramplum," wrote his " Flandria IlluBtrata." 
The engraTing of the Domus Anglice, occapied by the Mer- 
chant Adventarers, and in which William Cazton resided fiur 
many years^ is taken from this work, which contains numerous 
illustrations of the ancient buildings of Bruges, including the 
residences of the various guilds. 

A great similarity prevailed in the internal management 
of all foreign guilds, arising from the fact that foreigners 
were r^arded by the natives with jealousy and suspicion. 
The laws which governed the Esterlings in London, who lived 
in a strongly-built enclosure, called the Steel Yard, the site of 
which is now occupied by the City station of the South Eastern 
Bailway Company, were much tiie same as those under which 
the English Nation lived in Bruges and other cities. The 
foreign merchant had, in Caxton's time, to brave a large 
amount of popular dislike, and to put up with great restraints 
on his liberty. Not only did he trade under harassing re- 
strictions, but he resigned all hopes of domestic ties and 
family life. As in a monastery, each member had his own 
dormitory, whilst at meal-times there was a common table. 
Marriage was out of the question, and concubinage was 
followed by expulsion. Every member was bound to deep in 
the house, and to be in-doors by a fixed time in the evening, 
and for the sake of good order no woman of any description 
was allowed within the walls. 

When Caxton entered upon his duties as governor, he 
acted under the articles of a treaty of trade between the two 
countries, which had been many years in force, but which 
would terminate on November Ist, 1465. It was highly neces- 
sary that a renewal of this treaty should be made before that 
date, and we accordingly find that the king issued a com- 
mission, dated October 24th, 1464, in which he showed great 
wisdom by joining in one mission a clever statesman and a 
successful merchant. These were Sir Eichard Whitehill, who 
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had already been employed in sereral important embaaneB, 
and William Gaxton, who, as the chief Engliahman in Broges, 
and wdl acquainted with all trade qnestiona was ''a most fit 
person." They were, however, nnaoooessfdl, although for what 
reason does not i^pear, and the treaty being still unrenewed, 
a '^conyencion of lordes" was fixed to meet at St. Omer on 
October 1st, 1465, to consider the matter. This conrention 
does not appear to have taken place, for on the 14th of the 
same month, the wardens of the Mercers' Company wrote a 
long letter to Gaxton, informing him that *' the conyention 
holdeth not ;" that the king, taking into consideration the 
near i^proach of the term of the existing treaty, had written 
to ihe mayor of London requesting him ** to provide a person " 
to go over to the Duke of Burgundy about the prorogation 
of the intercourse ;" that the wardens of the Mercers with the 
wardens of divers Fellowships, Adventurers, considering that 
hitherto in similar cases the king, *' with the advice of his 
council, had made provision in that behalf/' and that it was 
not their part to tsJce upon themselves a matter of such great 
weight, had urged the mayor to write a letter to the king 
in the most pleasant wise that he could, beseeching him ** to 
provide for this matter;" and that, considering the near 
approach of the term of the treaty and the uncertainty of any 
speedy action by the king, Caxton had better consult with his 
fellow merchants at Bruges in as '' goodly haste " as possible 
as to the best means of protecting their goods and persons 
until such time as the treaty might be renewed. This inte- 
resting letter, which appears in fall in the Mercers' books, was 
signed by the four wardens, and addressed " a W. Caxton." 

A very anxious year must this have been with Caxton, for 
not only was the treaty unrenewed, but the Duke of Bur- 
gundy decreed the exclusion of all English-made cloth fix)m 
his dominions. This of course induced retaliation, and the 
importation of all Flemish goods into England was prohibited 
by Act of Parliament ; but neither the Flemish nor the English 
merchants could suffer their trade to be paralyzed, and so the 
traflBc was carried on by a more circuitous and expensive 
route, being smuggled through the neighbouring States. Next 
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year the Earl of Warwick (the nobleman to whom Gaxton 
afterwardB dedicated thefint edition of hia ^'CbesB Book")) 
wrote to Caxton, calling upon him to enforce the Act of Par- 
liament forbidding the poichase of wanes by Englifih traders 
in the Duke of Boigundy'B dominions. Oaxton immediately 
commnnicated this order to the lord mayor and to the wardens 
of the Mercery at London, in a letter dated 27th May, 1466, 
desired to be informed what the ^'lordes intent" was, and 
whether they had leceiTed a letter which he had sent by way 
of St. Omer, at the same time requesting early news of any 
^ ioperdy that shnlde M." The tetter arrived in London on 
Jnne Srd, when a fall conrt of Adyentarers was instantly 
sammoned, at which it was determined that an immediate 
answer should be returned. This was accordingly despatched 
next day by the hands of Simon Preste, addressed "a Will"* 
Caxton, Oiinor de la nac' deng*-" and signed by the four 
wardens. In it Cazton was instructed that the Act of Par- 
liament must be observed and the fines enforced in every case 
of iuMngement ; that, being themselves ignorant of the 
intention of the Lords, they could give no information on 
that point ; and, that as to any threatened jeopardy, it was 
likely to be known sooner in Bruges than in London.* 
Matters remained in this unsatisfactory state until the death 
of Philip the Good, June 16th, 1467, who was succeeded by 
his son, Charles the Bold. 

The tide of affairs now turned in fevour of England, and 
in the following year the Lords Hastings and Scales, John 
Russell, and others were sent as ambassadors to conclude a 
treaty of marrit^ between Charles the Bold, Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and the Princess Margaret, sister of King Edward I Y. 
Lord Scales, afterwards Earl Rivers, was in later years one of 
Caxton's most liberal patrons, and his translation of ''The 
Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers ** was the first book 
with the date of imprint which issued from Caxton's press. 
John Russell, " Docteur en Decret, and Arcediacre de Berk- 



* Verbatim copies of all these letters mtiy be seen in '' The Life 
and Typography of William Caxton," Vol. I., pp. 90-92. 
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Boif y" who Babeeqnently became Biahop of Linooln and Lord 
High Chancellor, appean to have 'been an anceBtor of the 
Bedford fiuaiilj, and his oration deliTered at the inyestitnre of 
the Duke of Burgundy with the Order of Oarter, on Febmary 
4th, 1470, is also one of the earliest works printed by Gaxton. 
The marriage was solemnised in Bruges on the 6th of Jnne, 
1468, with the greatest possible pomp ; and long accounts of 
the splendour of the ceremony, and of the accompanying 
festiyities^ are given by the old chronidetB. Gaxton, by reason 
of his position as ** goyemor," would no doubt take part in 
them, and be in dose intercourse with the many English 
nobles frequenting the Flemish court. It is not improbable 
that it was at this period that he attracted the notice, and 
gained the good-wiU, of the duchess herself, for he was cer- 
tainly in her service two years later. 

The nuptial feasts were soon followed by negodations for 
treaties of trade. The king having, by tiie advice of his 
counsel, determined to send an embassy to the Duke of Bur- 
gundy for the '^enlarging of woollen cloth in his dominions," 
ivued a special command to the Mercers' Company that they 
would present unto him certain persons of their number ** to 
go out in embassage with diverse ambassadors into Flaunders,'' 
the Heroers thereupon nominated William Bedeknape, John 
Pykeryng, and William Cazton. This took place on Septem- 
ber 9th, 1468, and the three ambassadors having been approved 
by the king, the Court of the Meroen met again on the 28th 
of the same month, and voted £40 *' out of the Cundith mony ** 
for the costs and charges of Bedeknape and Pykeryng in this 
embassy. The omission of Gaxton's name iVom this grant 
leads us to infer that he was then engaged in the discharge of 
the duties of governor at Bruges, and would therefore not 
require any travelling expenses. The mission was successfhl, 
and the intercourse was renewed between the two countries 
in October of the same year. 

The duties of Caxton's office must necessarily have occu- 
pied a great portion of his time, and obliged him, in the 
interests of the traders he represented, to pay visits to the 
various towns in which the English merchants resided. The 
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old reoords of Utrecht of the jean 1464, 1465, and 1467, 
mention fi!ee pasBportB having been granted to Oazton, hia 
Beryanta and goods. NeverthelesB, he seems to have found 
leisure for those literary pursuits to which he was so much 
attached. It was in March, 1468, or, as we should now say, 
1469, that he began to transhite the favourite romance of that 
age, '' Le Becueil des Histoires de Troye." This, he informs 
us in a Prologue, he undertook to avoid sloth and idleness ; 
and indeed the constant use of phrases in which he excuses 
himself for his translations by urging the duty of eschewing 
sloth and idleness, would almost lead one to imagine that 
Gaxton was of an indolent nature, did not the whde of his 
life, and especially those few last years in which he performed 
such prodigies of literary labour, give a satisfiEustory denial. 
Phrases of this kind were among the conventionalities of the 
age, and nearly every writer in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries seems to have considered the avoidance of sloth as 
the proper excuse for bringing forward any literary work. 
In the manuscripts of Gaxton's time, these deprecatory pre~ 
fJEKses are very common ; and a comparison with the French 
original will show that these sentiments, although adopted by 
Gaston, are in reality those of the original author, and not 
the spontaneous avuwal of the translator. This exphma- 
tion is necessary in order to prevent too great weight being 
attached to Gaxton's phraseology in the Prologue to the 
**, Histories of Troy," for he was still " governor," an office 
necessarily entailing a considerable amount of responsibility 
and work, when he commenced that translation. Indeed, if 
Anderson be correct when he states in his '' History of Gom- 
meroe," that there were at this period sometimes more than a 
hundred vessels in Sluis, the port of Bruges, Gaxton must 
have had ample work upon his hands. But whether he really 
had ^'no great charge or occupation," or whether he was too 
busy to devote the needful time to his translation, he himself 
tells us that he then proceeded no further than with five or 
six quires. Each quire or section consisting of eight or ten 
leaves, this would amount to between forty and sixty leaves 
of manuscript. At this point, dissatisfied with the results of 
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his labour, he laid them aaidey without any intention of ever 
oompleting his translation. 

About two months later Caxton appears to have had more 
'^occupation'' than he could get through alone ; for, although 
still acting as, ** goyemor,'' a judgment was deliyered in his 
name, wherein he was styled '^ William Caxton marchant 
dangleterre maistre et gouvemeur des marchans de la nation 
dangleterre par deca." The case in dispute being between an 
Englishman and a Genoese merchant, thej agreed to submit 
it to the arbitration of William Oaxton and Thomas Perrot as 
mutual Mends ; but Gaxton being obliged to leave Bruges 
for some cause not mentioned in the document, a foil court 
of merchants was sunmioned, and the judgment delivered in 
the names of the arbitrators. This judgment is dated May 
12th, 1469, and is the latest instance, as yet discovered, in 
which CaKton's name appears in his official capacity. 

There is, however, another notice of Caxton lately dis- 
covered in the archives at Bruges, but whether it is to be 
referred to a period before or after his resignation of office is 
uncertain. It is a document containing a list of persons who, 
on August 13th, 1469, were considered by the town council 
to be of sufficient importance to share in the gifts of the 
<< Yins dlionneur" usually distributed on great public occa- 
sions. Oaxton received four kans of wine, but whether it was 
pi-esented to him as *^ governor," or as an official in the ser- 
vice of the Duchess of Burgundy, is unknown. Treaties were 
certainly being negociated by ambassadors from England who 
were at Bruges in 1469, and received, on June 11th, a present 
of " trois. pieces de vin," but this was two months earlier than 
the date of the gift to Caxton. 

On February 4th, 1470, an imposing ceremony took place 
at Ghent, ambassadors being sent by Edward lY to invest 
the Duke of Burgundy with the Order of the Garter, but there 
is no direct evidence to support the supposition that Caxton 
was present on this occasion. That he was at Ghent, though 
apparently a year later, is stated in his prologue to ''The 
Recuyell," and he appears to have been connected with the 
printiug of the Latin oration delivered by Dr. Russell. 
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In October of the same jear Edward lY, acoompanied bj 
many of hk nobles, took refuge in the capital of the duke's 
dominions from the machinations of the Earl of Warwick. 
Here Caxton, either as "governor" or as a servant of the 
duchess, had an excellent opportunity of assisting his country- 
men, who were in great need, until the restoration of their 
sovereign. That he did so may be inferred from the royal 
&vour extended to him in after years. 

The exact date when Caxton entered the service of the 
duchess, as well as that when he relinquished his governor- 
ship, is uncertain. The two events may have borne the rela- 
tionship of cause and effect. Caxton's own narrative shows 
that about two years after his first essay at translating '^The 
Hecuyell," or about March, 1471, he was in the service of the 
duchess, receiving a yearly salary and other benefits. He was 
then instructed to resume his literary work, and the " dreadftd 
command " of his royal mistress seems to have been obeyed 
with wonderful alacrity ; for, although he was at one time at 
Ghent and at another time at Cologne, the translation was 
not again neglected till, on the 19th of September, 1471, the 
whole was completed, and offered by Caxton to the duchess, 
by whom he was handsomely rewarded for his trouble. 

The nature of the service rendered by Caxton to the 
duchess is very uncertain. He says of himself that he was 
her servant, receiving a yearly fee, and other good and great 
benefits. That it was an honourable ofiice admits of no doubt, 
and that it was moreover one in which Caxton's knowledge 
and talents as a merchant would be serviceable seems very 
probable. We must not forget that in those days princes, 
nobles, and even ecclesiastics, did not consider it inconsistent 
with their dignity to trade on their own account, and this 
they ft^uently did under special exemptions from the taxes 
to which the ordinary merchant had to submit. Edward IV 
and many of his nobility owned ships of merchandise. In 
1475 the Wardens of the Mercers' Company wrote to 
Antwerp concerning a ship called "The Sterre," belonging 
to Earl Rivers, and a document of the year 1472 throws some 
light on the nature of the services which a merchant like 
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Caxton might have rendered to his royal mistrefls. Edward 
lY in that year granted to his Bister, the Dnchess of Biuv 
gandy, special privileges and exemptions with regard to her 
own private trading in English wool. The late dnchess, wife 
of Philip the Oood, likewise engaged in similar transactions, 
in which, if we may jndge from Uie following entries in the 
Mercys' acconnts, her ladies also were apparently in some 
d^ree interested : — 

1450. Item paid to Jolin Stabbes for perys to the 

Gentilwoman of the DnchesM of Borgeyn yj d 

1451. Item paid to Hewe Wyche for a writ directe 

to Sandewjche for the gomnjt of the 

geatil womans of the daches of Bugeyn i j ■ tj d 

1454. Item— Four la copie done lettre ennoie a la 

dachesse de Burg* xij s 

1455. Item — a M Gervers poor nne lettre 8c hi oopie 

ennoi a la dachease de Bmg* xx a 

The question naturally arises — How was it that Oazton, 
hdding the inflnential and lucrative position of '^ Governor 
of the English Nadtw" at Bmges^ resigned that post to enter 
upon duties of a much less ambitious character ? There is 
no reference in the Mercers' records to any disagreement 
between Oaxton and the home authorities, nor had he at this 
time (1469) entertained the idea of returning to his native 
country. We must, however, remember that during a very 
eventfbl and anxious period he had for some years held an 
dBce of the gravest responsibility, and we may assune firom 
his complahit of two years later, that age was daily cre^ing 
upon him and enfeeblhig his body, that the troubles of official 
life had undermined his health. We can, therefore, easily 
imagine that he would gladly embrace the opportunity cf 
exchanging the cares of office for the easy service of the 
Duchess of Burgundy, which would allow him to indulge 
in the congenial pursuit of literature and the *' strange 
meruaylons historyes'' in whidi he so much delighted. Or 
perchance his complaint of ^^age creeping upon him" was 
simply one of the conventional self-depreciating remarks 
common to writers of his time, while the real cause of his 
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refiignation was a wish to marry and to enjoj thoee home 
joys and comforts which had hitherto been impracticable. 

That Caxton was a married man, and that he oonld not 
have married much later than 1469, is a new fact in the 
biography of Caxton, diaoovered by Mr. Gairdner, of the 
Public Record Office^ who recently came acrofls a paper docu- 
ment, without Beak or signatures^ and therefore only a copy 
of the original, made for production in court in connection 
with some law-suit. It was found among the miscellaneous 
records of the Exchequer, formerly preserved in the Chapter 
House at Westminster, and was first printed in the ^^ Academy " 
for April 4th, 1874. The tenor of the document, which is 
given in full in the appendix, is as follows : — A variance 
haying arisen between Gerard Croppe, merchant tailor, of 
Westminster, and Elizabeth his wife, daughter of William 
Caxton, the matter was brought before the archdeacon and 
the king's chaplain, who heard the case in St. Stephen's 
Chapel, Westminster. It was then agreed that they should 
live apart, and not vex, sue, or trouble one another, each 
being bound under a penalty of £100 (which would represent 
about £1500 at the present day). Upon the signing of a 
deed to that effect, the said Gerard Croppe was to receive 
from the executors of William Caxton '^twenty printed 
legends," yalued at 18« 4^ each (the sum total of which 
would now be equivalent to £200), and to give the executors 
a full acquittance of any further claim upon the estate. This 
document, which is dated May 20th, 1496, throws no light 
upon the cause of quarrel, unless it were concerning a l^acy 
left by Caxton to his daughter. 

Now, assuming that Caxton was married in 1469, which 
was about the period when he resigned his official position 
and entered the royal service, and that his daughter Eliza- 
beth was bom soon after, she would have been about twenty- 
one years of age at the time of her {other's death in 1491, 
and twenty-six years of age when separated from her hus- 
band. We have abeady seen how John Stubbe and Hug^ 
Wyche were in oonununioation with the gentlewomen of the 
Duchess of Burgundy. Caxton, no doubt, was also in fie- 
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qi)ent attendance upon them, and may perhapa have induoed 
one of them to become his wife. Whether thiB be bo or not, 
it is now an aBoertained fact that after some fortj-fdx yean 
of compulfloiy celibaoj, Cazton took to himself a wife, who, 
it may be hoped, waa truly hia helpmate and solace of his 
declining years. It is not unlikely that the following entry 
in the Ghnrchwardens' Accounts of St. Margaret, Westmin- 
ster, under the year 1490, may refer to Cazton's wife .• — 

'* Item. — Atte bnrejing of Mawde Caxton for torches it tapreg iij a ij d.'' 

Beyerting to the ** Histories of Troye," and the presenta- 
tion of a manuscript copy to the dudiess, no doubt can be 
entertained that this was the turning-point in Cazton's life. 
In the Prologue to Book I. he narrates in simple language 
the causes which led him to undertake the translation: — 
** Whan I remembre that euery man is bounden by the 
comandement & counceyll of the wyse man to eschewe 
donthe and ydelness whyche is moder and nourysshar of vyces 
and ought to put myself ynto vertuous occupacion and besy- 
nesse/ Than I hauynge no grete charge of ocupacion folow- 
ynge the sayd counceyll/ toke a frenche boke and redde 
therein many strange and meruayllous historyes where in I 
had grete pleasyr and delyte/ as well for the nouelte of the 
same as for the fiiyr langage of frenshe . whyche was in prose 
so well and compendiously sette and wreton/ whiche me 
thought I understood the sentence and substance of euery 
mater/ And for so moche as this booke was newe and late 
maad and drawen in to frenshe/ and neuer had seen hit in 
cure englissh tongue/ I thought in my self hit shold be a 
good besynes to translate hyt in to cure englissh/ to thende 
that hyt myght be had as well in the royame of Englond as 
in other landes/ and also for to passe therwyth the tyme . and 
thus concluded in my self to begynne this sayd worke.*' 

The new ^^ Historic " was a welcome novelty to his 
countrymen, who had hitherto been accustomed to read such 
works only in French, which still retained its pre-eminence 
as the language of the court and of literature, notwithstand- 
ing the great advance and improvement which had been 
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made in EnglisL The demand for Caxton'a translation soon 
became greater than could posaibly be sapplied. His hand 
grew '^wery and not sted&st" with mnch writing, as he 
states in the epilogae of the printed edition, and his eyes 
were "dimed with oyermodi lokyng on the whit paper." 
Then it was, with Golard Mansion at hand to teach and 
help him, that he turned his attention to the new-bom Art 
of Printing. 
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LITEEATUKB IN THB FIFTEENTH CENTURY. 




HE revival of literature in Europe, com- 
mencing with the latter part of the four- 
teenth century, its steady growth, and 
its wonderful development in the suc- 
<^®6^? ^^f ^^6 1^>^6n dwelt upon by 
many writers. Nowhere was this revival 
more strongly marked than in France and the Low Countries. 
The French kings and the princes of the royal blood had 
been for many generations the constant patrons of authors 
and of all engaged in the production of books. In 1350, 
John II, who has the credit of having founded the library 
of the Louvre, ascended the throne of France. No parti- 
culars concerning the library of this monarch have been 
preserved, and it was probably of no great extent; but his 
literary tastes descended to each of his four sons, and from 
the inventories which have come down to us of the libraries 
of these princes, we obtain very interesting information as 
to the number, the description, the illuminations, the bind- 
ings, and the market value of the books which they contained. 
Charles, the eldest son, who succeeded his &ther in 1364, 
had a highly-developed taste for every thing connected with 
the fine arts. He greatly increased the number of volumes in 
the Louvre library, so that in the ninth year of his reign, 
when Gilles Mallet drew up a catalogue, they amounted to 
910, the greater number of which were written on fine 

D 
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veUnm, and were magnifioentlj bonnd, and enriched witii 
gold daaps and precions stones. This library, the Duke of 
Bedford, when Regent of France, is supposed to haye trans- 
ported to England in 1429. In after years, a few of the 
vdnmes returned to France, but the ftjnons library of the 
Louvre never recovered its ancient splendour. Louis, Duke 
of Anjou, second son of King John, shared to a great degree 
the love of books and works of art displayed by his elder 
brother. The third son, John, Duke of Berry, formed an 
extensive library at his ch&teau at Bic^tre, near Paris, inferior 
only to that of the king himself. But of all the king's sons, 
Phflip, who soon equalled his eldest brother in power, far 
surpassed him in the number and splendour of his literary 
li-easures. King John's second wife was Jane, widow of the 
Duke of Burgundy, and in her right he succeeded to that 
duchy on tiie death of her only son. When dividing his 
kingdom among his four sons, King John apportioned Bur- 
gundy to the youngest, Philip the Hard^ , who, by his marriage 
wit^ Margaret, only daught^ and heiress of Louis, Count of 
Flanders, inherited, on the death of his fttther-in-law in 1384, 
a large extent of territory. Philip, who has the character of 
having been a generous prince, was well read in the literary 
lore of his age. He was passionately addicted to music and 
to the collection of fine books, and he spared no expense in 
the employment of artists, and in the purchase of their most 
choice productions. Nor did he rest satisfied with the en- 
couragement of artists alone, but gathered round him some 
of the most learned and able authors of his time, who enriched 
his lil»ary with new works. .This prince died in 1404, and 
was succeeded by his son, John the Fearless, who, although 
distracted by continual wars, maintained and even added 
somewhat to his father's library. Christine de Pisan received 
one hundred crowns for two books which she presented to 
him. But all previous patronage is eclipsed by the encourage- 
ment given to literature by Philip the Good, who suooeeded 
to the dukedom of Burgundy upon the decease of John in 
1419. At Bruges, where he kept his coiirt, he gave continual 
employment to a crowd of authors, translators, copyists, and 
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illnminatow, who enridied his library with their beat pro- 
dactioDi^ and did not forget to sing the praiaes of then* 
generons patron. David Anbert, a celebrated acribe, thns 
describes the dnke in 1457 : — ^ This renowned and yirtaoos 
prince has been aocastomed, for manj years past, to have 
ancient histories read to him 'daOy. His library surpasses all 
others, for fh>m his yonth he has had in his service numerous 
translatoTB, scholars, historians, and scribes in various coun- 
tries, all diligently working, so that now there, is not a prince 
in all Christendom who has so varied and so rich a library.** 
ift the account which M. Barrois gives of the library of this 
sovere%i^ ha enumerates nearly two thousand works, the 
greater part beteff magnificent folios on veOum beantiftilly 
illuminated, and bound vol velvet, satin, or damask, studded 
with gems, and closed by gold dasps, jewelled and chased. 
Many of these are still preserved in the Boyal Library at 
Brussels. 

The taste of successive rulers spread its influence among 
their subjects, and foshion lent its aid in multiplying libra- 
ries. No present was more acceptable than a beantifblly 
executed manuscript, and the opulent nobles of the French 
and Burgundian courts offered costly books to their sove- 
reigns and their friends. The records and inventories of this 
period contain numerous entries of such gifts, often with their 
estimated value. 

Among the nobles at the court of Philip the Good, many 
emulated the literary taste of their sovereign, but none 
showed greater judgment and liberality in the formation of 
his library than Louis de Bruges, Seigneur de la Gmthuyse. 
This nobleman, who had risen by his talents to the highest 
position, received, at his diAteau of Oostcamp, near Bruges, 
in 1470, Edward lY of England, when he sought refage 
from the Lancastrians in Planders, and was afterwards re- 
warded by that king with the title of Earl of Winchester. 
His library was scarcely inferior to that of his sovereign, 
and nearly the whole of the manuscripts were the production 
of Flemish artists at Bruges or Ghent. The htrge sise of the 
volumes, thebeauty of the vellum, the elegance of the writing, 
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the artistic merit of the iUominatioiiB and omamentB, and 
the luxoiy displayed in the bindings, are evidenoes of the 
deep interest taken by the Seigneur de la GmthnyBe in the 
formation of his library. On his death it passed to his son, 
Jean de Brages, and was soon after added to the oollection 
already existing at the chAtean of Blois, belonging to the kings 
of France. Oreat pains were then taken to obliterate the 
armorial bearings, deyioes, and monograms whidi showed the 
former ownership of the manuscripts, which efforts were but 
partially sncoesflful, as about a hundred Yolumes, now among 
the most precious treasures of the Bibliotheque Nationale at 
Paris, still attest that they once belonged to this celelnrated 
oollection. As the patron of literary men and of artists, 
Louis de Bruges takes a high {dace in the annab of his 
country, whilst the friendly attitude he assumed towards 
Colard Mansion, in the early career of that unfortunate 
pioneer of the press, should ever endear his name to biblio- 
graphers. This passion for beautiful books was not confined 
to the dukedom of Burgundy, but existed equally in France, 
Italy, Germany, England, and other countries. Henry YI of 
England had a valuable library, and many of the books written 
and illuminated for him are still among the Boyal M8S. in 
the British Museum. The Duke of Bedford, whose love for 
literature was no doubt greatly stimulated during the time he 
held the office of Regent of fVance, was surpassed by none of 
his countrymen in his patronage of the fine arts, and the 
celebrated Missal, written and illuminated for him, still re- 
mains as one of the choicest prodoctiontf of his age. Hum- 
phrey, Duke of Gloucester, the protector of England during 
the minmty of Henry YI, was also greatly attached to his 
library, and many manuscripts are extant, over which the 
antiquary pauses with respect and interest as he reads the 
bddly-written autograph, " Cest a moy Homfirey," 

Owing to these causes, the various artists connected with 
bookwriting aud bookbinding, as well as the trades necessary 
to them, received much encouragement, while, to ensure ra- 
pidity as well as excellence of workmanship, division of labour 
was carried out to a great extent. Indeed, so important a 
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branch of commerce had the mannflEictiire of books now be- 
come, and bo nomerona were the different daaseB of craftsmen 
thuB employed in Bmges^ that there sprang up in that city a 
guild, apparently very similar to the trade companies in 
London, to which, in 1454, the duke granted a formal charter 
and epecial priyil^es. The company is styled '^der ghilde 
van sinte jan Ewigz," or '' The Guild of St. John the Evan- 
gelist," who was the patron saint of scribes ; and the yolume 
of receipts and expenditure of this guild, beginning with the 
entrance fees of the original members, exists still in a perfect 
state of preservation in the city archives of Bruges. Yaa 
Praet gives some interesting extracts from this volume, which 
show that the guild comprised members of both sexes, to 
whose names tlieir reepective trades are affixed, tlius indicat* 
ing the various branches of industry employed at that time in 
the manufacture of books. 

LibraiieTB et bockrorkopen (^BookteUers), 

Prenter-Tercoopen {PrinUellers). 

Sdlden (^Paintert), 

Yinghetto maken {PainUr* of llgiuttes). 

ScriYen et bonc-scrivers (^Scriveners and eopyuts of books). 

Verlichters {Illuminators^ 

Prenton {Printers^ whether from blocks or types). 

Boae-binden (^Bookbinders). 

Beimmaken (Omrriers). 

Diooch-flchenen (Cloth shearers). 

Parkement makers et £raiiS7n maken (Parchment and Vellum 

makers). 
Gnispel snydcn (Boss carters). 
Letter gniden (Letter engravers). 
Beelde maken (Figure engravers). 

Similar corporations existed in other cities. Thus, at 
Antwerp, the Guild of St. Luke waa formed before 1450, and 
included trades like those of the Guild of St. John at Bruges ; 
and at Brussels there was a guild of writers called ^'Les 
Freres de la Plume.** These guilds supported their own 
chapel and chaplain, and sometimes had considerable pro- 
perty. ' Nearly all the early printers whose names are now 
famous in the annals of Flemish typography were enrolled 
in one or other of these associations. 
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The ol^ect of the foregoing sketchy and its bearings on the 
subject of this memoir, will be evident to the reader who 
recalls to mind that it was while the pursuit of literature in 
Bruges was most ardent — that it was during the reign of the 
greatest bibliophile of the fifteenth century, when Bruges 
teemed with authors, translators, scribes, and illuminators, 
who resorted thither from all parts of Europe to Philip the 
Good as to a second Meecenas — ^that it was during the time 
when the bibliographical treasures of Philip the Hardy, en* 
riched by the numerous additions of his son and grandson, 
and the libraries of Louis de Bruges and other nobles of the 
Flemish court were concentrated in the same city — ^that 
William Caxton was, for thirty-three years at least, a resident 
in Bruges. Access to these libraries would be easy to him, 
and that he availed himself of the privil^e seems all the 
more probable, since we find, without exception, that the 
books which he translated for his own press may be traced 
in the catalogues of these noble libraries. As '' Governor of 
the English Nation,'' through whom all negotiations between 
the English and the Burgundian governments would be car- 
ried on, Caxton would be well acquainted with the nobles and 
officers of the court, and hence he would naturally become 
the agent for the literary wants of his countrymen. He 
would also be brought into dose contact with the most clever 
authors, scribes, and illuminators of the time, among whom 
were Colard Mansion and Jean Brito, originally artistic book- 
writers, but afterwards the first to introduce tiie art of print- 
ing into the city of Bruges. 
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CHAPTER V. 



DEVELOPMENT. 




^^fifWA OSTUME, that sure guide of the historian 
YMj^li^l^m ^d the antiquary, is perht^ nowhere 
more discernible than in literature^ nob 
merely in the dress of language and ex- 
pression, but also in the yisible exponents 
of thatdress — ^writingandprinting. Thus, 
a manuscript or a printed book may, by the character of its 
writing or printing alone, be ascribed to a determinate era. 
In other words, a careful investigation of the mode of con« 
struction will, in most cases, enable us to determine the 
approximate age of any book, from the early manuscript to 
the machine-printed volume of the present day. 

In tracing the early development of printing, we are able 
to note those successive deviations from the form of its parent, 
Caligraphy, which were necessitated by the peculiarities of 
the new art. Commencing simply as a substitute for manu- 
script, it was naturaUy a dose imitation thereof, and hence 
the first printers labotured under many inconveniences, which 
were shaken off as the capabilities of the new discovery be- 
eame better understood. These changes often afford the only 
satisCEK^ry evidence of the place and date of printing, as well 
as well as of the printer's name. We propose, therefore, as an 
aid to chronological arrangement, to notice the points of 
similarity between the earliest printed books and manuscripts, 
especially with reference to the productions of Colard Mansion 
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and William Caxton, and then to trace the noveltiegy purely 
typographical, introduced by the printers. 

1. There was a selection of material. The aoribe nata- 
rally wrote his choicest productions on fine YeUnm, caieftilly 
sorted in order to secure eyenness in tone and quality ; and 
with the same idea the early printers sorted out their paper 
before beginning to print. This is frequently seen when two 
or three copies of the same book are compared together. One 
is found to be printed entirely on thick, while another is 
wholly on thin paper— one has no defects, whereas another is 
made up of what the modem stationer calls '' outsides.** The 
two copies of Caxton's ^'Enyght of the Toure" preserved in 
the British Museum present a remarkable instance of this 
plan of selection. 

2. It was a oommon practice with the scribes, when em- 
ploying paper for their books, to use parchment for the inmost 
sheet of every section. The object of this was to give a firm 
hold to the thread of the binder, and thus strengthen the 
volume, but the alternation of paper and parchment did not 
present a pleasing appearance to the eye. Caxton adopted a 
modification of this plan, and instead thereof pasted a strip of 
vellum down the centre of the section. In books which have 
had the good fortune to escape the modem bookbinder, the 
observer may still see either the dips themselves or their 
traces in the brown stains left by the paste. 

8. When commencing a book, the scribes had a custom of 
passing over the first lea^ and beginning on the third page, 
probably with the intention of protecting the first page during 
the execution and binding of the work. This practice was 
followed in the early works which issued from the presses of 
Flanders and of England, but unfortunately, in most of these 
books, on which an expensive modem binding has been 
placed, the blank leaf has been rejected as too coarse for a 
fly-leaf, thus causing many volumes, although perfect as re- 
gards the print, to be described by bibliographers as wanting 
the title-page. 

4. The scribe necessarily wrote but one page at a time, 
and, curiously enough, in this the early printers also assimi- 
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latod their practice. Whether from want of Bofflcient type to 
let up the requisite nmnber of pages, or from the small sise 
of the platen of the early presses, there is certain evidence of 
the first books from Gaxton's press having been printed page 
by page. Thus, in all the books printed with type No. 1, 
insfcanoes are found of pages on the same side of the sheet 
being oat of paralld, which conld not occur if two pages 
were printed together. ' A positive proof of the separate print- 
ing of the pages may, however, be seen in a copy of ** The 
Becuyell of the Histories of Troye,*' in the Bodleian Library ; 
for there the ninth redx> of the third quintemion has never 
been printed at all, while the complementary page, which CeJIs 
on the same side of the sheet, has been properly printed. A 
variation in the colour of the ink, though oftoi very notice- 
able, is not a sure proof that the two pages so differing were 
printed separately, as that may have occurred through imper- 
fect beating. 

5. Many bibliographers, neglecting the study of manu- 
scripts, and confining their examination of early books to the 
products of the printing press, have written and argued as if 
'^signatures" were an invention of printers. This is an erro- 
neous idea. It was as necessary for the scribe to mark the 
sequence of the sheets which he wrote as for the typographer 
to mark the order of those which he printed ; because when 
the sheets, whether manuscript or printed, had to be bound, 
it was an absolute necessity for the binder to have every sheet 
signed, Ibr the signatures were his only guide in the collation 
of the volume. There would seem to have been, for a long 
time, an antipathy to these usefrd little signposts, which, being 
needed only so long as the book remained unbound, were 
placed by the scribe as near as possible to the bottom of the 
leaf, that they might disappear under the plough of the binder. 
This is what has happened in the great majority of cases, but 
in every instance of the manuscript being preserved uncut 
they may still be seen. 

It is interesting to notice the manner in which the early 
printers adopted and afterwards modified this custom of the 
scribes. As it was very inconvenient for them to print sig- 
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nafcores of one or two lettera away from the solid iMge, at 
the extieme margin of the sheet, and as the idea of disfiguring 
the text by making them a part of it was objectionaUe, they 
oontinued the old practice for some time, and actually signed 
every sheet by hand with p^ and ink after it was printed. 
The uncut copy of *' The Becuyell/' at Windsor Castle, is an 
example of a book with manuscript signatures at the extreme 
foot of every sheet. After some time/however, the prejudice 
was overcome, and the signatures were printed close up to 
the bottom line of the page. They were first introduced at 
Ck)logne in 1472 and adopted by Gaxton in 1480. 

6. The upper portion of ih» first written leaf of a manu- 
script was frequently left blank, for an illustration by the 
vignette-painter. Space was also left at the beginning of 
every chapter, and sometimes of every sent^ce, for an illu- 
minated initial. For many years the early printers likewise 
followed this plan, every book they issued requiring the hand 
of the illuminator to complete it. This illumination was a 
distinct branch of trade,. and the workmen employed in it 
did nothing but paint in the initials and paragraph marks. 
Through carelessness or ignorance a wrong initial was occa- 
sionally painted in, but as jbr as possiUe to prevent this, both 
scribes and printers inserted a small letter as a guide, which 
was usually covered over by the coloured capitaL 

7. When transcribing a book, it was seldom thought a 
myatter of any importance to add the date of transcription 
and the writer's name, though occasional instances of this 
are found. It was probaUy a like feeling which made the 
early printers follow a practice which has caused the modem 
bibliographer much doubt on many chronological points of 
the greatest interest. So needless was it thought to infotm 
the reader when, where, or by whom a book was printed, that 
out of twenty-one works known to have issued from the press 
of Oolard Mansion at Bruges, not more than five have a date 
aflSxed to them, and of nearly one hundred publications 
assigned to Gaxton's press, considerably more than two-thirds 
appear without any indication of the year of imprint. 

8. The similarity, amounting almost to identity, between 
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(he printed characten of the early typographers and the 
written ones of their oontemporaries, mnst also be noted. 
It was this similarity which probably first gave rise to the 
now admitted fable of Fast selling his bibles at Paris as 
mannseripts» his impeachment before the parliament as a 
sorcerer, and the necessity he was under of revealing his 
secret to saye his lift. 

The first printer, when he set about forming his alphabet, 
oonld not have been tronUed as to the shape he should give 
his letters. The form wUch would naturally occur to him 
would be that to which both he and the people to whom he 
hoped to sell his productions had been accustomed. It is not 
therefore at all wonderfdl, that the types used in the earliest 
printed books should closely resemble the written characten 
of the period, nor that this imitation should be extended to 
all the combination$ of letters which were then in use by 
the scribes. Thus the bibles and psalters which appeared in 
Qenntaxj, among the first productions of the press, were 
printed in the characters used by the scribes for ecclesiastical 
service-books, while the general literature was printed in the 
oommon bastard-roman. When Sweynheym and Pannarts, 
emigrating (hym Germany, took up their abode in the famous 
monastery of Subiaco, near Home, they cut the punches for 
their new types in imitation of the Bomah letters indigenous 
to the country. In the dominions of the Duke of Burgundy, 
where the labours of the scribes had been most extensively en- 
couraged, the same plan was pursued. Colard Mansion, the 
first printer at Bruges, was also a celebrated caligrapher, and 
the dose resemblance between his printed books and the best 
manuscripts of his time is very marked. The same character 
of writing was also in use in England, and Caxton's types 
accordingly bear the closest resemblance to the hand-writing 
in the Mercers' books, and to the volumes of that period in 
the archives at OuildhaQ. Nevertheless Dibdin thus censures 
Gaxton for not adopting Boman types : — " That perfect order 
and symmetry of press work, so immediately striking in the 
pages of foreign books of this period, are in vain to be 
sought for among ttie volumes which have issued from 
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Gazton's presB; and the tmifonn rejection of the Boman 
letter bo Bacceasftillj introdnced bj the Spiras, Jenson, and 
Bweynheym and Pannartz is, nnqneationablj, a blemish on 
onr printer^s typographical reputation." 

9. The short spacing of the early printers also deserves 
remark.*--^The uneven length of the lines, so noticeable in 
manuscripts, was a necessity, as the writer could not forecast 
the space between the woids so as to make all the lines of 
an even length. But it certainly was no necessity with the 
printer ; for although in this respect the time-honoured custom 
of the scribes was followed for a few years, the improved 
appearance which evenness gave to the work was soon 
observed, and thus a typographical step in advance was estab- 
lished. At Mentz and Cologne this occurred at a very early 
stage. The first Psalter, printed in 1457, and the Mazarine 
Bible of 1455 show, now and then, lines slightly deficient in 
length, as do some of the earliest productions of Ulric Zel ; 
but this rudeness soon gave way to a systematic plan of 
spacing the lines to one even length. In the early specimens 
fh)m the Bruges and Westminster presses, the practice of 

* We may here obterre, that bibUogntphen often mieoee the word 
** justification" when referring to the practice of placing all the space 
at the end of lines. The printer's term *' justification " does not neces- 
sarily refer to the spacing out of the words in a line. Ereiy line in 
a page mast be ** justified" or made of the normal length, and the 
laet line in a pangr^;>h, oontaining perhaps no more than one word, 
mnst be justified equally with the full-length line. Short lines are 
justified with quadrats, or pieces of metal, which fill np the line, but, 
being lower than the type, do not print. What is called ^ short," or 
''bed," or ''imperfect justification," is sure to reyeal itself, to the 
dismay of the compositor, by allowing the faulty line to drop ont when 
the "forme," or mass of type, is lifted. The probable reason why 
Colard Mansion and Caxton did not space their lines to an even lengUi 
is, that at that time they had not begun to use the setting-rule. This 
useful little slip of metal enables each letter as it is picked np by the 
oompoeitor, to be passed along on an eyen surftu^ to its destination, 
instead of catching in ereiy nnevenness or burr of the prenons line. 
Its absence would entail many obstructioDS to the spacing-oot of lines, 
and render the plan of leaying aU the spare space at the end, which 
was actually adopted, at once more easy, expeditions, and free from 
accident. 
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pladng aU the spare space at the end of the lines, instead of 
dividing it between the words, gives a very rude appearance 
to the page, and in these books it is carried to a greater extent 
than in the works of any German, Italian or French printers. 
Golard Mansion abandoned this practice in 1479, and Gazton 
in 1480. 

It will be apparent; from the foregoing remarks, that the 
books of oar first printers bore no slight resemblance to 
manuscripts, and indeed, nntil quite recently, a copy of the 
Masarine Bibl^ in the Library of Lambeth Palace, was so 
regarded;* but this resemblance was soon modified, in many 
particulars, to suit the requirements of typography. 

The execution of manuscript capitals being both tedious 
and expensive led to the early introduction of large letters en- 
graved on wood, which were either printed in black at the same 
impression as the other portion, or in red by a subsequent 
operation. Golard Mansion seems never to have adopted them, 
although several of his books are illustrated by large and 
numerous woodcuts. Gaxton inserted illustrations engraved 
on wood in two or three books before 1484, the date of 
''JBsop," in which woodcut initials first appear. 

Title-pages, likewise, are purely typographical in their 
origin, the scribes having been content with heading their 
page with "Hie incipit" and the name of the treatise. 
Gaxton followed the usage of the scribes in this particular ; 
for, with one exception only, and at the very end of his 
career, where the title of the book is printed alone in the 
centre of the first page, his books appear without any title- 
page whatever. 

Wynken de Worde adopted the use of title-pages imme- 
diately after the death of his master, but Machlinia of 
London, and the schoolmaster-printer of St. Alban's, never 
used them. 

* In 1856, an old esteblished bookseller, in one of our largest cathe- 
dral towns, marked a copy of Caxton's ** Statutes of Hen. YII " as an 
old MS., and sold it for 2s. Bd. ! See also the remarks on Verard's 
'< Enrjalos et Lncreoe/' in die Catalogue of the Harleian MSS., rol. Ill, 
Na 4892. 
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These minnte details may appear, at first sight, to be 
hardly worthy of reoord; but when we remember that two- 
thirds of Oaxton's books are without any date, and that, by 
oareftd examination of the workmaimhfp, we oan trace the 
printer gradually developing the changes from mannsoript to 
typographical character, we appreciate the existence of a mass 
of technical evidence which, like the strata of the earth, or the 
mouldings of a cathedral arch, affords chronological data quite 
independent of any other source, and enabka vm, irikh ^ mut 
approach to accusal^, *» dttetij a imj file i^ of any undated 
book. Ta ttw evidence may be added some other important 
■jgflB which sometimes bear witness to the date when a book 
was printed. Such are the sise of the printed page, its depth 
and width, the number of lines in a page, the number of 
sheets in a section, and, above all, the sequence in the use of 
various types. In Oaxton's books this sequence is very re- 
markable, as will be seen by the annexed table, where only 
books with fixed dates are. entered, so that the reader may 
form his own judgment as to the chronological order of the 
above-mentioned peculiarities. 

Some interesting fiiots may be gathered from this table. 

1. The types used by Caxton bear a definite chronological 
relation to one another. Type No. 1 goes out of use, and is 
succeeded, in 1477, by No. 2. Type No. 8 is principally em- 
ployed ibr headlines during the use of Nos. 2 and 4. In 1480 
type No. 4 makes its appearance, but not till No. 2 is about 
to dkaiq[)ear. In 1483 type No. 4* supersedes its predecessor, 
and, in its turn, makes way for Nos. 5 and 6, which close the 
Hat. If the books were added which give the dates of their 
translation, which almost always coincide with those of their 
printing, the result would be the same. 

2. All the books printed before 1480 were with lines of an 
uneven length, whilst aU printed subsequently were qwced out 
evenly. 

8. Signatures and even spacing of the lines were syn^ 
chronons improvements, and both, when once adopted, were 
never afterwards abandoned. In the signatures themselves a 
curious fact may be noted — ^that whereas the custom of Caxton 
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was generally to use letters and Roman numerals, as lb h for 
his dgnatureSy yet in the three years 1481 to 1488, and at no 
other period, he used Arabic numerals, thus lb 1, or 2 1. 

We may further add that the use of the paragraph mark 
(i[) never appears before 1488; that the great device makes 
no appearance, till 1487, the printed date to the third edition 
of the '^Dictes" notwithstanding; and that initials in wood 
first appear in the ".£sop" in 1484. 

By the application of these tests to the undated books we 
are enabled to assign each of them, with tolerable certainty, 
to a particular period. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



COLARD MANSION. 




'RUQES, the old metropolis of Flanders, 
oflPere many points of the greatest inte- 
rest to the historian and the antiquary. 
In the fifteenth century, it was the chosen 
residence of the sovereigns of the House 
of Burgundy, and to its marts resorted 
the most opulent merchants of Europe. There the arts, as 
well as conmieroe, were developed to a degree of excellence 
unequalled since the Augustan age, and even Paris was sur- 
passed in literary and artistic treasures. Artists and crafts- 
men were consequently numerous, and, as we have already 
seen, those of them who were connected with the production 
of books, were enrolled as a trade guild. And this pre- 
eminence is not immaterial to our enquiry, for William 
Caxton was not only for more than thir^ years a constant 
resident in Bruges, holding for a considerable period a posi- 
tion of great authority, but in this city likewise took his first 
lessons in typography and obtained the materials necessary 
for the introduction of the New Art into his native country. 

Colard Mansion is generally admitted to have been the 
first printer at Bruges, but of his history little is known. His 
name occurs many times in the old records still preserved in 
the municipal library, and always in connection either with 
his trade of fine-manuscript writer, or with the guild of St. 
John. The first time it appears it is written "CoUinet," 
a diminutive of Oollaert, from which Van Praet, his first 

E 
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biographer^ thinks he was at that time under age. In 
1460 " Colinet " i-eoeived fifty-four livres from the Duke of 
Burgundy for a novel, entitled " Eomuleon," beautifully 
illaminated and bound in yelvet. This oopy is now in the 
Boyal Library at Bmssels, and another oopy, written in 
characters exactly like the types used twenty years later by 
Golard Mansion, is in the British Museum. Both the Seig- 
neur de la Gruthuyse and the Seigneur de Creveceur were his 
patrons ; the former, indeed, was at one time on such friendly 
and &miliar terms with Mansion, that he stood godfather to 
one of his children. It does not, however, appear that in 
later years, when poverty laid its heavy hand on the unfor- 
tunate printer, any of his patrons came to his assistanoe. 

From 1454 to 1473 the name of Mausion is found, year by 
year, as a contributor to the guild of St. John, the formation 
of which has been abready noticed. In 1471 he was " doyen " 
or dean, an office which he held for two years, at the expira- 
tion of which time he is supposed to have left Bruges for a 
twelvemonth in order to learn the new art of printing. This 
is a needless assumption, grounded solely on his subscription 
for 1473 having been paid through a brother of the guild. 
From 1476 to 1482 his name does not appear at all as a 
Qontributor, although the dates of the " Boeoe," the " Quadri- 
logue," and the *^ Somme rurale,'' show that he was still at 
Bruges, and pursuing his vocation. His subscription to the 
guild is again entered in 1483, and his name occurs in the 
guild records for the last time in 1484, This was a disas- 
trous year to Colard Mansion ; for, although not overtaken 
by death, as his early biographers have assumed, disgrace, 
poverty, and expatriation awaited him. He appears to have 
been in straitened circumstances for some years, as in 1480 
he could not execute the commission of Monseigneur de 
Gazebeke for an illuminated copy of *^ Valerius Maximus," in 
two volumes, without several advances of money. The re-i 
ceipts for these instalments are still preserved, as is also a 
notice of Mansion's place of residence, which was in one of 
the poorest streets in Bruges, leading out of the Rue des 
Cannes. His typographical yDours were cfuried on in one of 
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two rooms over the porch of the dimch of St. Donatii% for 
which we may asBome that he paid the same rent as the next 
tenant, six livres per annnm. It was in this room that 
Gokrd Mansion^ in May 1484, finished his beantifhl edition 
of Grid's ** Metamorphoses," a magnificent folio of 886 leayes, 
fall of woodcatsy printed-in separately from the text. We 
know nothing of the sale of this nohle |»roduction ; but the 
expenses connected with it were probably his ruin, for about 
three months later he left the city. The Chapter of St. 
Donatus, feding uneasy about their rent, soon made inquiries 
as to the probability of Mb return, there being an opportunity 
of letting the room to a better tenant ; but all was in vain, 
and in October 1484 the i^Nuiment in which Mansion had 
for so many years been labouring at those volumes which are 
now prind as among the glories of Bruges, was made over to 
Jean Qosain, a member of the same guild as Mansion, and, 
like him, engaged in the manufoctm^ of books. The Chapter, 
however, took care not to lose by their tenant's flight, for the 
conditions upon whidi his room (and ptohMj a large stock 
of printed sheets besides) was made over to Gossin were that 
the latter should pay up aD arrears of rent. Nothing more is 
known of Mansion after this sad event ; and it is moumfol to 
contemplate the poor man turning his back upon his native 
city, to begin lifo anew at the age of nearly sixty, after so 
many years spent in literary labour. It has been suggested 
that he took refuge in Paris, as the names of Paul and Robert 
Mansion appear as printers in that city in 1660 ; but on this 
point there is no evidence whatever. 

In examining the productions of Oolard Mansion's press, 
it is somewhat perplexing to the lover of accuracy to find that 
he, like all the earliest printers, issued most of his produo- 
tions without date, and many without even name or place. 
In this he merely followed the example of his predeoeBS(»rs, 
the scribes, who seldom aflSxed their names, or the date of 
the transcript. Yan Praet enumerates twenty-one works from 
his press, and another has been since discovered. These, to 
the eye of a printer, naturally divide themselves into two 
dasKS. 
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1st. Those printed in a large bold Secretary type. 

2nd. Those printed in a smaller semi-roman character, 
known as '' Lettres de Somme." 

No one acquainted, although but slightly, with the prac- 
tical features of typography can doubt that the early books 
attributed to Caxton, and the early books issued by Mansion, 
came from the same press. Mansion employed for his first 
type a very bold secretary, exactly similar in character to 
the type first used at Westminster. In PL II and III they 
may be seen in juxtaposition. It also closely resembled in 
shape and »ze in the character in which Mansion was accus- 
tomed to execute his manuscripts. He likewise printed, at 
the head of each chapter, the summary in red ink ; and here 
he displayed so curious an instance of typographical ingenuity 
that the reader's attention is particularly requested to it. If 
we closely examine into the appearance which the red ink, 
as used by Mansion in his "Boccace" "Boece," "Somme 
rurale," and ^* Ovide," presents, it will be noticed that it is 
very dirty in colour, and moreover that the black lines, nearest 
the red, have their edges tipped with red, a defect which the 
separate printing of lines in red ink affords no opportunity 
for producing. The following explanation will satis^Eictorily 
show the modus operandi. The two colours were printed by 
one and the same pull of the press, all the type, both for 
black and red, being included in the same form. But it was 
impossible to beat the form with the balls, and leave a single 
line in the middle untouched ; so the whole page was inked 
black, and then (a space for play being always left above and 
below) the black ink was carefully wiped from the intended 
red line, and that line re-inked with red by the finger, or by 
other means, after which the sheet was pulled. A two-fold 
inconvenience attended this clumsy process, — ^the black could 
never be removed so completely that it would not taint the 
ensuing red, and the utmost care would not usually prevent 
the black lines nearest the red receiving a slight touch from 
the red finger, or ball. In fact, both these defects appear in 
every book printed by Oolard Mansion, in which the two 
colours were used, and to these was frequently added a third 
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— ^the loss of a portion of the black ink nearest to the red 
caused by the wiping process. Actual experiment shows that 
this mode of working both colours at once is the only solution 
of the appearance, and the inducement for ito adoption was 
in all probability the perfect accuracy of " register ^ it secured, 
ag there was thus no fear of the red lines not fitting exactly 
in their proper places — an accuracy very diflftcult to obtain, by 
separate printings, at a rudimentary press. This peculiarity 
of workmanship in the Bruges printer is not found in any 
book from the Mentz or Cologne presses ; iudeed all the typo- 
graphical habits of the Bruges and Cologne printers were so 
distinct and opposite that it is difficult to belieye in any con- 
nection between them. 

It has been ahready shown that in early books uneven 
spacing is a sure sign that the workmanship is prior to that 
of books from the same press in which the lines are all of 
equal length. The dated books of Colard Mansion are only 
six in number, which folly bear this out. 

Le Jardin de Dtirotion before 1476 nneven lines 

Boccace dn D^hiet des Nobles Hommes 1476 „ 

Boece de la Consolation de Philosophie 1477 „ 

Le Qnadrilogne d'Alain Chartier 1478* even lines 

La Somme rnrale 1479 „ 

Les Metamorpboees d'Ovido 1484 ,, 

Taking, then^ 1478 as the year in which Mansion changed 
his practice, we may assume, without fear of error, that all 
the undated books, with short-spaced lines, were anterior, and 
all the undated books, with their lines spaced to one length, 
posterior to the " Quadrilogue." On this basis his undated 
productions may be thus arranged. 

Before 1478, having lines of an uneven length : — 

Les Dits moranx des Philosopbes short-spaced 

Les InyectiTes contre la Secte de Yanderie „ 

jAk Controversie de Noblesse ,, 

D^bat entre trois valenrenx Princes ,, 

* Tbe only date in the volnme is 1477, which was the year when 
the Prolo^e wa» composed : the printing most have been later than 
this. 
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After 1478, haYing lines of an even length : — 

Les Adyineaiix unonrenx. Edit. 1 fal1-«pAced 

Le Doctrinal do temps pr^Bent „ 

La Doctrine de bien TiTre „ 

L'Art de bion monrir ,1 

La Porgatoire des manTais Maris „ 

L' Abuse en court „ 

Lee Eyangiles des Qnenooilles „ 

Le Donat espiritael .*. „ 

Les Adenineaiix amoreoz. Edit 2 ,» 

Dionysii Areopagiticft liber „ 

Colard Mansion seems never to have prodnoed works from 
his press with rapidity ; therefore, as the " Boccaoe of " 1476 
contained nearly 600 pages in large folio, and the " Boeoe " of 
1477 abont the same, we may fisdrly assome that the five other 
short-spaced works were anterior to the "Boccaoe.'* This 
hypothesis wonld make Mansion a printer in Bruges abont 
the time when Caxton finished his translation of " Le RecaeH 
des Histoires de Troyes." 

In the next Cluster it is proposed to show how all the 
peculiarities noticeable in the printed productions of Colard 
Mansion may be traced in those attributed to William Gaxton. 
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CHAPTER VII. 




OAXTON A PRINTER. 

HE evidence as to where and firom whom 
Caxfcon acquired his knowledge of the Art 
of Printing has been considered by nearly 
every bibliographer as being confined en- 
tirely to the information obtained from 
Caxton's own Prologues and Epilogues, 
with the one addition of the well-known quatrain of Wynken 
de Worde, at the end of his " Bartholomaeus de Proprietatibus 
Rerum.*' The argument from technical peculiarities in the 
books themselves has hitherto been ahnost entirely overlooked, 
although a nuuss of the truest, because unintentional evidence 
may be found from the attentive study of these dumb witnesses. 
Mr. Bradshaw, of Cambridge, has most truly observed, in 
his "Classified Index," that the bibliographer rfiould "make 
such an accurate and methodical study of the fiff)e8 used and 
?uilnis ofprmtmg observable at different presses as to enable 
him to observe and be guided by these characteristics in 
setth'ng the date of a book which bears no date upon the sur- 
fiice." • But the great difficulty in the way of this systematic 
study is the impossibility of having the books side by side, for 
their rarity is so great that in no one existing library can 
they an be found. 

The books printed in Caxton's type No. 1, used only at 

* A classifiod Index of the fifteenth-centary books in the collection 
of M. J. de Meyer. Sto. London, 1870. 
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Bruges, are five in number, although we can trace his direct 
connection with but two of them. 

1. "The Recuyell of the Historyes of Troye," with Pro- 

logues and Epilogues. 

2. " Le Recueil des Histoires de Troye." 

8. *' The Game and Playe of the Chesse,*' with Prologue by 
Caxton. 

4. " Les Pais et Proesses du Chevalier Jason." 

5. " Meditacions sur les Sept Pseaulmes penitenciaulz." 
To these must be added one book printed at Bruges in type 

No. 2. 

6. " Les Quatre Derrennieres Choses.** 

Before analysing the evidence supplied by Caxton's re- 
marks and dates, it is necessary to explain how easily a 
mistake may be made, and an erroneous conclusion drawn, 
unless care be taken to remember the effect of the change of 
style upon the commencement of the year. In England, from 
the thirteenth century until 1752, the new year began on 
March 25th ; while in Holland and Flanders it commenced on 
Easter Day. Neglect of this feet has led to many historical 
errors. Thus, one historian states that Charles I. was be- 
headed on January 80th, 1648, whereas others assert that the 
event took place on the same day in 1649 ; one dates the 
flight of James II. from his kingdom in February, 1688, 
whilst others date it in 1689. In these and many other 
instances one writer takes the old style of beginning the year, 
whilst others take the new style, each being right from his 
own stand-point. In a lately discovered tract printed by 
Caxton, and known as the " Sex Epistolae," we have the text 
of several letters which passed between the Pope and the 
Doge of Venice, which will be more particularly described 
under " Books in type No. 4." It is merely mentioned here 
as affording an apt illustration of the foregoing remarks. 
The letters commence on December 11th, 1482, and succeed 
one another in due order until the 7th of January, 1482, and 
the end of February, 1482. This was no- blunder, for the old 
year continued until March 26th, which was New- Year's Day, 
1488. Returning now to the consideration of Caxton's first 
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lessons in the Art of Printing, we will examine each of the 
books attribnted to him, commencing with 

"The Rbcuybll." — ^This occupies the foremost place, 
because Caxton himself tells us that with it he began his 
career as a printer. It^ Prologues and Epilogues contain 
curious and interesting gossip from Caxton's own pen, telling 
us how the Duchess of Burgundy, in whose service he then 
was, commanded him to complete the translation, which he 
had begun but not adyanced with. He tells us that he began 
to translate the work at Bruges on March 1st, 1468, which, 
as the year in Flanders did not then commence tiU Easter, 
was really 1469, that he continued it at ^hent, and finished 
at Ck)logne on September 19th, 1471, thus making a period 
of two years and a half ; that on its completion he presented 
it it to the Duchess, who rewarded him handsomely; that 
many persons desired copies of it, so that, finding the labour 
of writing too wearisome for him, and not expeditious enough 
for his friends, he had practised and learnt, at his great 
charge and expense, to ordain the book in print, to the end 
that every man might have them at once. As was natural 
to a person making practical acquaintance for the first time 
with the effects of typography, Caxton ends with noticing 
what in his eyes, accustomed to see one copy finished before 
another was begun, was the most wonderful feature of the 
new art, namely, that all the copies were begun upon one day, 
and we|^ finished upon one day. 

The periods of time here mentioned by Caxton require 
notice. He began to translate on March Ist, 1469, but soon 
relinquished his self-imposed task, after writing no more than 
five or six quires (or sections of four or five sheets each). 
After the lapse of two years, in March, 1471, he resumed the 
translation, and in the following September he presented the 
Duchess with the completed work. Now, six months would 
have been a very likely time for the translation and a &ir 
copy thereof to take ; but it would have been impossible to 
have accomplished the printing also in that space of time, 
especially as the whole translation was finished before the 
first sheet was printed, as wiU be hereafter shown. We may 
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also notice, that the duration of Oaxton'i vudt to Cologne 
must have been very shorty as hia abacnee from Bmgea lasted 
no more than six months. 

^'Lb Recusil*' has bat one date, and that eyidentlj 
refers to the literary compilation ^lone^ and affords no dne 
whatever to the year of printing. Indeed^ the namerons 
copies still extant in manuscript prove that the work enjoyed 
considerable popularity before it came under the hands of the 
printer. The date of the printing of this book has been 
fixed, by several writers, between 1464 and 1467, from the 
consideration that Le Fivre, the compiler, is spoken of in the 
prologue as chaplain to the Duke of Burgundy, and in sndi 
a manner as to signify that the duke was then living. But 
in the English version there is a material difference: Le 
Fdvre is not styled there as in the French, ** Chappdlain da 
montres redoubte seigneur Monseigneur le Due Fhillipe da 
Bourgoingne,'' but ''chapelayn vnto the ry^t noble glorious 
and mighty prynce, in his tymBj Phelip due of Bourgoyne.^ 
Philip, therefore, was alive when ''Le BecueiP was printed, 
but dead wh^ ''The Becuyell" went to press. The duke 
died in 1467; and it is therefore inferred that " Le Becneir' 
must date between 1464 and 1467, while "The Becuyell" 
must be later than 1467. That this should be considered as 
proving anything more than that the original French waa 
compiled during the lifetime of Philip, and that when Oaxton 
translated the same the duke was dead, seema unaccqpntable« 
AH the copies of " Le Becueil,'* both manuscript and printed, 
followed the wording of the original, and the printer would 
no more think of altering it in 1476, the probable date of 
imprint, than the transcriber would in copying the same 
twenty-five years later. The National Library at Paris has a 
manuscript of this very book written after 1500, but repro- 
ducing exactly the clause which, in the printed edition, is 
considered to be a proof of its having been executed prior to 
1467. Oaxton altered the prologue of Le Fdvre to suit his 
own time, because he was translating ; but, in printing ftt>m 
the manuscript of another (assuming his connection with " Le 
Bficuefl''), he would have been in opposition to the practice 
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of his age had he ilkltered the original. His translation was 
in its torn printed and reprinted^ word for word, long after it 
was oat of date. 

There is, therefore, no reason whatever for asserting that 
''Le Becneil," written in 1464, was printed before ''The 
Becayell," translated in 1474, and sent to press about the 
same date. In ftct, the whole tone of the epilogue to Book 
III. of ''The Becojell," leads unquestionably to the condu- 
sion that thai was the very first oocasion on which Caxton 
had busied himself with typogn^hy. He would never have 
said, "I have learned to ordain thi$ book in printe at my 
great charge and expense," if he had aheady printed one or 
two others. M. Bernard assumes that Caxton had nothing 
to do with the printing of " Le Beoueil," and that it was 
executed before he turned his attention to the new art. This 
opinion, however, has not a single fact to support it. 

"The Ghjbss Book" aflfbrds but little evidence of value^ 
its prologue being, for the most part, merely a translation of 
that written by Jehan de Yignay for the French original. It 
offers, indeed, one date ; but that is open to question in its 
application. "Fynysshid the last day of marche, 1474," are 
the concluding words of the epilogue. But what was finished^ 
the translation, or the printing ? From the context it was 
probably the translation, although the printing was not many 
months later; This date also must be advanced a year; for, 
as already noticed, the new year did not commence, in 
Flanders, till Easter Day, which fell, in that year, on April 
10th; so that March Slst, 1474, was, according to the 
mod«-n reckoning, March Slst, 1475. 

The prologue to the second edition throws a little light 
on the history of the first. Caxton there says, in reference to 
his connection with the book : " .... an excellent doctor of 
divinity .... made a book of the Chess moralised, which, at 
guch Him as I was resident in BrugeSf came into my hands. 
.... And to the end that some which have not seen it, nor 
understand fl*ench nor latin, I deliberated in myself to translate 
into our maternal tongue ; and when I had so achieved the 
said translation, I did do set m imprinte, a certain number of 
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them which anon were depesshed and sold.'* He here appears 
to mean that upon the completion of the translation he em- 
ployed some one else to print it: — "I did do set in imprinte." 
** Did do/' according to the idiom of those days, was commonly 
nsed for doing a thing through the medium of another. The 
phrase was borrowed from the French — "plain ponoir de 
prendre et faire prendre les larrons/' is the wording of an 
ordinance dated in the fifteenth century. "He did do be 
said to the messenger/' for " he caused to be said/' is found 
on folio 22 of the "History of Jason." "The Emperor did 
do make a gate of marble" occurs in the second edition of the 
" Chess Book/' fol. 85. Similar examples abound, so that we 
may fairly conclude that Gaxton did not himself print the 
first edition of the " Chess Book/' but that both the transla- 
tion and the printing were executed in Bruges. 

The other books, namely, the French "Jason," the "Medi- 
tacions," and the " Quatre Derrennieres Choses," contain the 
bare text without remark or date of any kind, being, as 
bibliographers say, sine ulld notd. 

The whole of the literary eyidence therefore may be briefly 
summed up thus: "The Becuyell" was translated in 1471, 
and printed some time after ; the " Chess Book " was printed 
after 1474, and probably in the latter half of 1475 ; and " Le 
Becueil" was compiled in 1464, but, like the other four, 
affords no evidence of date of the printing, which was pro- 
bably about 1476. 

We wiU now examine the testimony afforded by a com- 
parison of the technical peculiarities of these six books. In 
collating " The Becuyell," the make-up of the sections, at the 
beginning of the volume, is worth noting. It was the practice 
of Caxton, as of other printers, to commence the printing of 
his books with the text, any pre&ce which might be requisite, 
being added afterwards in a separate section, with a different 
kind of signature. When, however, the whole of the manu- 
script, prologue as well as text, was complete before it came 
into the printer's hands, there was no occasion for any such 
arrangement. This appears to have been the case with regard 
to "The RecuyeU," where nothing has been added at the 
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b^mmngy as the first flection of five sheets indudes all the 
introdnctoiy matter^ as well as a portion of the text. Now 
the first page, which bears the date of the conclusion of the 
translation^ being on the same sheet as a portion of the text, 
it is evident that the whole volume must have been in 
manuscript before any part was set up in type. We may 
infer, indeed, from his own description of the efiect that so 
much writing had upon him, that Caxton issued several 
manuscript copies before he thought of using the printing- 
press. The copy presented to the Duchess was undoubtedly 
manuscript ; or else how could Oaxton have chronicled in the 
printed work her acceptance of the book and his reward for 
the present ? And this again leads to the supposition that 
the portion of the epilogue relating to the printing was added 
by Caxton to his original manuscript when he determined to 
print it. 

For precisely similar reasons, Caxton's prologue to the 
''Chess Book," which was a translation or adaptation of the 
original French, is also a portion of the first section of the 
volume. None of the other books under review having pro- 
logues, we will proceed to a comparison of some other typo- 
graphical particulars. 

The following table will show some of the technical features 
of each book, and some of what may be called the ''habits" 
of the printer : — 



No. Title. sue. 


Type 
No. 


No. of 

Sheets 

In a 

Section. 


No. of 
Lines 
in a 
page. 


Meatnre- 

ment of 

Page. 

Inches. 


Spacing 

of 
Lines. 


1 


1 TheRecynell Fol. 

2 LeRecneil Fol. 

8 The Chew Bocik ... Fol. 

4 Les Fais da Jason . Fol. 

5 Mcdit'icions Fol. 

6 Le8 4^de]Tenniere8 

choses Fol. 


2 


6 
5 

4 
4 
4 

4 


31 
31 
81 
31 
31 

28 


6 X 7j| 
6 X 71 
6 X 7f 
6 X 7f 
6 ^ 7f 

6 X 71 


uneven 

uneven 

uneren 

even 

even 

aneyen 


none 
none 
none 
none 
none 

none 



Prom this table we perceive, — 

First, That the first five books are printed with the same 
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types, are all of the same lize, and all without signatareai 
that all agree exactly in the size of the page ; and that the 
even spacing of the lines in the ^'Meditacions" and the 
'^ Jason" proves that they were produoed later than thfi 
others. 

Secondly, That the five books in type No. 1 may be con- 
sidered as tiie prodoction of one printer. 

Who, then, was this printer ? When we attentively ex- 
amine the 9hape of the letters in type No. 1, we notice a 
remarkable similarity between it and that of the writing of 
many Bmges manuscripts of the same period, which would 
induce us, at first si^t, to attnbate the dosign 0f the type 
to some artist of that city. 

M. Bernard, whose opinion is of great weight, where hia 
nationality is not concerned, traces the pattern of type No. 1 
directly to Colard Mansion of Broges. Speaking of a manu-* 
script in the National Library at Paris, written by Golard 
Mansion's own hand, he says, '^This book is written in old 
b&tarde, and in exactly the same character as the types of 
'Le Becneil des histoires de Troyes;'" yet he attributes the 
cutting of the types to a French artist, and the printing to a 
German, TJlric Zel. The paper he also claims for a French 
mill, on account of th^/Uurs de lis, and the Gothic p with the 
quatrefoil, ignoring the fi»ct that these are common Flepiish 
watermarks of the fifteenth century, and found in abundance 
in the books from the Bruges and Westminster presses. 

That any of these books in type No. 1 were printed by 
Ulric Zel, or any other Cologne printer, I cannot for a moment 
believe. It is possible, of course, that Zel, if employed to do 
so, could have designed and cut types of the gros-b&tarde 
pattern, although, as a fact, he never used such types himself ; 
but all the Cologne printers of that period had their own 
peculiarities and habits, which were not at all those of the 
Bruges printers. Zel, from an early period, printed two pages 
at a time, as may be easily verified where a crooked page 
occurs; for the other page printed on the same side of the 
sheet will in every case be found crooked also. Now, the 
'^JEtecuyell" was certamlj printed page by page, as were like- 
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wise aJl the boob ftom Mancion's press. And Caxton, when 
printing his smaUer books^ even cut the paper np and printed 
one page only at a time. This accounts for the entire rejec- 
tion hj Maoflion,* and the sparing nse by Gaxton of the 
quarto suse for their prodnctionSy as it neoeasitated twice as 
much press-work as tibe larger siae. But stronger evidence 
is to be found in the &ct that Zel, after 1467, always spaced 
out the lines of his books to an even length, and would have 
taoght any one learning the art from him to do the same; 
yet this improTement was not adopted by either Mansion or 
Caxton until several years later. Whoever may have been the 
instructor of Mansion and Gaxton, and whatever may have 
been the origin of their typography, the opinion that either 
of them, afi;er learning the art in an advanced school such 
as that of Cologne, would have adopted in their first produc- 
tions, without any necessity for so doing, primitive customs 
which they had never been taught, and returned in after yean 
by slow degrees to the rules of their original tuition, has only 
to be plainly stated to render it untenable. 

The printer of all these works was undoubtedly Colard 
Mansion, who had just before established his press at Bruges 
— ^who cast the types on his own model for Gaxton, and ia- 
stmcted him in the art while printing with and for him 
"The BecuyeB" and the ^* Chess Book"— who eertamly 
printed ^'Loi Quatre Derrennieres Choses**— who supplied 
Caxton with the material for the establishment of a press 
in England — who, about the time of Gaston's departure, used 
the same type for ^'Le Becueil'* — and who, at a still later 
period, printed alone the '^ Jason" and the ^^Meditacions." 

We will now examine ^'Les Quatre Derrennieres Choses," of 
which the only copy known is in the Old Boyal collection in 

* Yan Praet, Bnmet, «nd otpecuiUy Campbell in bis <' AnnalM de 
1* Typograpbie N^rlandaiae/' err in describing ^Le porgatoire dea 
maayais Maris/' printed by Colard Mansion, as a " petit in-4o." Tbe 
copy described is cat a little more tban nsoal, bat tbe watermark wbicb 
Uimtks middle oftks pttg§ proree the siie to be folio, wbereas bad it 
been qoarto the watermark matt have been in the back and partly 
hidden by the binding. 
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the British Mnaeam. Like all Colard Manjrion's books, and 
unlike any one of Caxton's, it is in French. It is printed in 
type No. 2, the type of the "Dictes" of 1477, and aU the 
early books which issued from the Westminster press. Then 
the peculiar appearance of the red ink at once attracts atten- 
tion. The two colours have been evidently printed at the 
same pull of the press, as was Colard Mansion's practice. 
Here the same process of wiping the black ink off lines 
purposely isolated, and then re-inking them with red, has 
been resorted to, and here, too, as in the acknowledged 
productions of the Bruges press, the same diiects have been 
produced; the red ink having a tarnished appearance from 
the subjacent remains of the black, and the black lines nearest 
the red having received a red edging which, however inter- 
esting as a connecting link between two celebrated printers, 
by no means increases their typographical beauty. Now, as 
no Cologne printer is known to have resorted to this unique 
method of working in colours, I feel no hesitation in ascribing 
*^ Les Quatre Derennieres Choses" either to Colard Mansion or 
to Caxton working under his tuition ; and as this peculiarity 
is nowhere found in Cazton's productions of the Westminster 
press, the former would seem the more likely conjecture. 

The connection thus established between th^ types used 
by Caxton in his first attempts in England and those used by 
Colard Mansion is still farther strengthened by the fact that 
the form of the &c., peculiar to type No. 1, is in several 
instances, by an evident mixing of the founts, used instead 
of the proper sort belonging to type No. 2. This famishes 
positive proof that the two founts were under om roof, whether 
at Cologne or Bruges, or elsewhere. Whoever printed the five 
books in type No. 1 most certainly owned type No. 2 also. 

Against all this, however, has to be placed the direct 
assertion of Wynken de Worde, who, in the proheme to his 
undated edition of '' Bartholomseus de Proprietatibus Berum," 
gives the following rhyme : — 

" And also of yoar chary te caU to remembraance 

The flonle of WiUiam Caxton first prjnter of thu boke 
In laten tong« at Coleyn hjself to anafioe 
That enery well disponyd man may thereon loke.'* 
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The phraseology of this verBe is very ambigaons. Are we 
to onderBtand that the eddiio princeps of ** Bartholomsens"' pro- 
ceeded from Gazton's press, or that he only printed the first 
Cologne edition? that he issued a iranslaiion of his own, 
which is the only way in which the prodnction of the work 
could advance him in the Latin tongae ? or, that he printed 
in Latin to advance his own interests ? The last seems the 
most probable reading. But though the words will bear 
many constructions, they are evidently intended to mean that 
Gaxton printed ** BartholomsBus" at Cologne. Now this seems 
to be merely a careless statement of Wynken de Worde ; for 
if Caxton did really print " Bartholomseus '' in that city, it 
mnst have been with his own types and presses, as the 
workmanship of his early volumes proves that he had no 
connection with the Cologne printers, whose practices were 
entirely different. The time necessary for the production of 
so extensive a work would have been considerable ; therefore, 
as Caxton's stay at Cologne on the occasion of his finishing 
the translation of " Le Becueil '' was but short, the printing 
of this apocryphal ^^Bartholomsens" would have been at a 
subsequent visit, of which there is no record. No edition has 
yet been discovered which can, by any stretch of the imagina- 
tion, be attributed to Caxton, although there is more than one 
old undated edition belonging to the German school of print- 
ing. Accuracy of information was in those days not much 
studied, and to a general carelessness about names and dates 
Wynken de Worde added a negligence peculiarly his own. 
We may excuse him for using Caxton's device in several 
books which by their dates and types are known to have been' 
printed by himself, as well as for putting Caxton's name as 
printer to the edition of the '^ Golden L^nd," printed in 
1498, two years after his master's death. Such inaccuracies 
were at that time thought but little of. But how can we 
account for the blundering alteration in the 1495 edition of 
the "Polycronicon," where Wynken de Worde, making himself 
the speaker in Caxton's prologue, promises to carry the history 
down to 1486; or for the still greater error in the "Dictes" 
of 1528, in which, while adopting Caxton's epilogue, but 
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sabBtitnting his own for Cazton's name, he makes all the trans- 
actions there related happen between Earl Rivers and himself ? 
Wynken de Worde's blunders in statements are well matched 
by his blunders in workmanship, of which, however, we will 
quote but two. In Caxton's edition of the ** Stans Puer ad 
Mensam," the third and fourth pages of the poem were acci- 
dentally transposed ; yet Wynken de Worde, notwithstanding 
the break of sequence, blindly reprints the error 1 Again, in 
his edition of '^ The Horse, the Shepe, and the Ghoos," he 
actually omits a whole page without discovermg his mistAke ! 
Other examples might eaoly be quoted, but enough has been 
adduced to show that Wynken de Worde was by no means 
careful in his statements.* 

We must remember that Wynken de Worde, moreover, 
was too young to have had any personal knowledge of Caxton's 
early efforts, and that the vast importance of the art to the 
entire world, and the interest attaching to its origin, were 
ideas which would find no place in the mind of a fifteenth- 
century printer. We must not, therefore, regard De Worde's 
statement as deliberately made for the purpose of telling 
posterity somethiug about Caxton. Lewis, Caxton's first 
biographer, was very sceptical concerning this Cologne edition 
of '' Bartholomaeus." "Its having a Latin title," he says, 



* William Caxton, except in the occasional interchange of t and y, 
which were at that period considered as equivalents, never altered the 
orthography of his name, a fact the more noticeable as the name 
certainly varied in pronunciation: but Wynken de Worde, although 
mentioning his master's name bnt eight times, contrived to make the 
foor variations of Caxton, Caxston, Caston, and Caxon. With regard 
to his own name Wynken de Worde appears to have tried how many 
variations he oauld invent, of which the following list is not even 
complete : — 

Wynken de Worde. Wynandns de Worde. 

Wynden de Worde. Wynandns de word. 

Wynkyn de Worde. winandos de worde. 

Wynkyn Theworde. Vnnandns de worde. 

Wynkyn the Worde. Vninandi de vuorde. 

Wynkyn de Word. VVinand i VVordensL 

Winqnin de Worde. Winandi de Wordensis. 
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** might possibly deceive De Worde, and make him think it 
was printed in Latin. However tiiis may be, it does not 
appear that any edition of it, printed by Caxton or any one 
else, either in Latin or English, that year, is now in being." 

Perhips De Worde, who reprinted the "Eecueil," had 
some vague recollection of Caxton having stated that he had 
been at Cologne, and so carelesdy adopted the idea as giving 
point and rhyme to his verses. 

The following anecdotes illustrate in a curious manner 
Hie typographical connection between Mansion and Caxton. 
A bookseller of Paris purchased an old volume for the moderate 
sum of one louis. He took it to M. de La Sema Santander, 
and asked him if he thought two louis too dear. '^No,** 
replied the wary bibliographer, and gave him the money. 
That volume is now in the National Library at Paris, and 
contains, bound together in the original boards, the '^ Quadri- 
logue," printed by Mansion at Bruges, and the French *' Jason," 
printed in Caxton's type No. 1. Something similar to this 
happened in 1853, when Mr. Winter Jones discovered in the 
Library of the British Museum, "Les Quatre Derrenieres 
Choses," in Caxton's type No. 2, bound up with the " Medi- 
tacions," in type No. 1, and with contemporary handwriting 
running firom the last page of one work to the first of the 
other, the volume being evidently in its original state, just as 
it was printed and bound at Bruges, in the little workshop of 
Colard Mansion over the church porch of St. Donatus. 

Here, perhaps, I may be excused if I venture to build a 
brief history, founded, in the absence of sure foundation, 
in many parts on probability only, but which may neverthe- 
less be welcome to some as an attempt to draw into a con- 
sistent narrative the scattered threads of Caxton's career 
between 1471 and his establishment at Westminster. 

Caxton, having finished and been rewarded for his trouble 
in translating " Le Recueil " for the Duchess of Burgundy, 
found his book in great request. The English nobles at 
Bruges wished to have copies of this the most favourite 
romance of the age, and Caxton found himself unable to 
supply the demand with sufficient rapidity. This brings us 
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to the year 1472 or 1478. Colard Mansion, a skilfdl cali- 
grapher, most have been known to Caxton, and may even 
have been employed by him to execute commissions. Man- 
sion, who had obtained some knowledge of the art of printing, 
although certainly not from Cologne, had just begun his typo- 
graphical labours at Bruges, and was ready to produce copies 
by means of the press, if supported by the necessary patron- 
age and funds. Caxton found the money, and Mansion the 
requisite knowledge, by the aid of which appeared "The 
KecuyeU," the first book printed in the new type, and more- 
over the first book printed in the English language. This, 
probably, was not accomplished till 1474, and was succeeded, 
on Caxton's part, in another year, by an issue of the " Chess 
Book,'' which, as we are informed in a second edition, was 
" anone depesshed and solde." Mansion, finding success at- 
tended the new adventure, printed the French "Recueil," 
and, after Caxton's return to England, the French " Jason " 
and the " Meditacions." The three French works were 
doubtless published by Mansion alone, as Caxton is not 
known to have printed a single book in French, although 
perfectly acquainted with that language. Oaxton, having 
thus printed at Bruges "The Becuyell'' aua the "Chess 
Book" with types either wholly or in part belonging to 
Mansion, now obtained a new fount of the pattern of the 
large bdtarde already in use by Mansion, but smaller in size, 
with the intention of practising the art in England. To test 
its capabilities, "Les Quatre Dcrrennieres Choses" was then 
produced under the immediate supervision of Mansion. 

Early in 1476 Caxton appears to have taken leave of the 
city where he had resided for five and thirty years, and to 
have returned to his native land laden with a more precious 
freight than the most opulent merchant-adventurer ever 
dreamt of, to endow his country with a blessing greater than 
any other which had ever been bestowed, save only the intro-^ 
duction of Christianity. 
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WESTMINSTER. 





N^ the preceding chapters Caxton's career as 
an Apprentice, as a Merchant, as Governor 
of the Merchant- Adventurers, as a Magis- 
trate, and as an Ambassador, has been 
traced; the revival of literary tastes in 
Europe has been briefly sketched, as well 
as the literary influences by which Caxton was surrounded ; 
and we have seen his translation of a romance for the 
Duchess of Burgundy obtain such popularity that he was 
forced to have recourse to the new art of printing, in order 
to multiply copies quickly: but we have yet to investigate 
the most important period of his history — those last fifteen 
years, to which the whole of his former life seems but the 
introduction — ^that short period which alone has caused the 
name of Caxton to be inscribed on the tablets of history, and 
the typographical relics of which form the best and only 
memorial which England possesses of her first printer.* 

We left Caxton early in 1476 preparing to return to Eng- 
land, after having disposed of his printed copies of the " Chess 
Book" in Bnigcs. The next certain notice of him is after 



* There is certainlj tho Koxbarghe tablet in St Margaret's Church, 
Westminster ; and, better still, there is a ** Carton Ptnsion" in connec- 
tion with the "Printers' Corporation," by which the needs of some 
afflicted sncceiMors in Caxton's craft are alleyiated ; bat a memorial 
worthy of our first printer and of his countrymen has never yet been 
attempted. 
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his settlement at Westminster, when, in November 1477, he 
had printed his first edition of the " Dietes and Sayings of 
the Philosophers." This book is, in fact, the earliest we have 
from Caxton's press with an indisputable imprint. It is 
evident that his arrangements for settling in England, the 
engagement of assistants, and all the other matters inseparable 
from a novel undertaking, must have occupied a considerable 
time. If, therefore, we assume that Caxton commenced his 
new career in this country about the latter half of 1476 we 
cannot be far wrong. A cautious man, he began to try his 
powers, and ascertain the probable sale for his productions, by 
printing small pieces. Copland, one of his workmen, who 
served with Wynken de Worde after his first master's death, 
has a curious remark upon this in the prologue to his edition 
of " Kynge Apolyn of Thyre," with which romance he appears 
to have commenced his career as a printer. " Whiche booke 
I, Roberte Copland, have me applyed for to translate oute of 
the Frenshe language into our maternal tongue, at the exhor^ 
tacyon of my forsayd mayster [Wynken de Worde], gladly 
followynge the trace of my mayster Caxton, hegynnynge with 
small storyes arid pamflefes, and so *to other,'* That West- 
minster was the locality in which Caxton first settled, there is, 
fortunately, no room to doubt; but as the exact spot has 
given rise to considerable discussion, it may be useful to 
collect all the instances in which Caxton connects his own 
name with a definite locality. We therefore give the follow- 
ing extracts taken verbatim et literatim from his works : — 

1477. DiCTES Aio) Sayings. First edition. Epilogue, eiir 
prynted by me william Caxton at westtnestre, 

1478. Moral Peoverbs. Colophon. I ham enprinted .... 
At westm^estre, 

1480. Chronicles of England. First edition. Colophon. 

enprinted by me William Caxton Jn thabbey of west- 

mynstre by lojidon, 
1480. Description of Britain. First edition. Prologue. 

the comyn cronirles ofenyhnd ben .... now late efi- 

printed at westmynstre. 
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1481. MntBOUB OF THE WoBLD. First edition. Prologae. 

And emprised by me , ... to translate it into our 

maternal tongue . . . . m thahhay of westmestre by 

Umdon, 
1481. Beynabd the Fox. First edition. Epilogue, by ms 

mlVm Caxton translated . ... in thabbey of west- 

mestre. 
1481. Godfrey of Bologne. Epilogue, sptte in forme and 

emprynted . ... in thabbey of westmester. 
1488. PiLGBiMAGE OF THE SoiTL. Colophon. Enprynted at 

westmestre by mlliam Caxton. 
1488. LiBEB Festiyalis. First edition. Colophon. Em- 

prynted at Westmynster by wyllyam Caxton. 
1488. QuATUOB Sebmones. First edition. Colophon. Enr 

prynted by WyUiam Caxton at Westmestre. 
1488. CoKFESSio Amantih. Colophon. Enprynted at west- 
mestre by me wiUyam Caxton. 
1488. Golden liEOEND. First edition. Epilogue, fynysshed 

it at westmestre, 
1488. Caton. Colophon. Translated . ... by William 

Caxton in thabbey of Westmynstre. 

1488. Knight of the Toweb. Colophon, enprynted at 

Westmynstre. 
1484. ^sop. Epilogue. enpryrUed by me william Caxton 
at westmynstre in thabbay. 

1484. The Obdeb of Chivalby. Epilogue, translated* 

. ... by me William Caxton dwellynge in Westmynstre 
besyde london. 

1485. King Abthub. Colophon, emprynted and fynysshed 
in thabbey westmestre. 

1485. Pabis and Vienne. Colophon, translated . ... by 

wylliam Caxton at Westmestre. 
[1489.] DiBECTOBiUM Sacebdotum. Colophon. Impressum 

.... apud Westmonesterium. 

1489. DoCTBiNAL OF SAPIENCE. Colophon. translated .... 

by wyllyam Caxton at Westmestre. 
To these must be added Caxton's Advertisement, printed 
about 1480. 
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" If it plese ony man spirituel or temporel to bye ony pyes 
of two and thre comemoracios of salisburi tbc enpryntid after 
the forme of this preset lettre whiche ben wel and truly cor- 
rect, lafs hym corns to wesfmotieat^r in to the ahnonesrye at tfts 
reed pale and he shal haue them good chepe." 

The following quotations are fix)m titles or colophons of 
books printed by Wynken de Worde in the house of his late 
master, only three of which are dated. 

ScALA Perfectionis, 1498. 

And Wynkyn de Worde this hath sett in print. 

In William CaxsUma hmva so fyll the case. 
DiRECTORiUM Sacerdotum, 1495. In dcnno Gaxton Wynkyn 

fieri fecit, 
Lyndewode's Constitutiones, 1496. Apud Westmonaste- 

-rium. In damo caxston. 
The XII Profytes of Tribulacyon. Enprynted at West- 

myster in Caxtons horn, 
DoNATuB MixOR. In dorm Caxton in westmonasterio, 
Whital's Dictionary. Imprynted in the late hous of Wil- 
liam Caxton, 
Accedence. Prynted in Caxons Jiouse at tvestmynstre. 
The Chorle and the Byrde. Emprynted at tvestmestre in 

Caxtons house, 
DocTRYNALLE OF Dethe. Enprynted at westmynster Jn 

Caxtons horn, 
Ortus Vocabulorum. prope cekberrimum mmuisterium quod 

westmyfistre apjyeUufur impressum. 

Adding to the foregoing the testimony of Stow, we shall 
have before us all the evidence of any authority. 

" Neare vnto this house westward was an old chappel of 
S. Anne, ouer against the which the Lady Margaret, mother 
to King H. the 7. erected an Almeshonse for poore women 
.... the place wherein this chappell and Almeshouse standeth 
was called the Elemosinary or Almory, now corruptly the 
Ambry, for that the Almes of the Abbey were there distri- 
buted to the poore. And therin Islip, Abbot of Westmin. 



Digitized by 



Google 



WBSTMINSTSB. 78 



erected the first Ptesfle of booke printing that ener was in 
England abont the jeare of ChriBt 1471. William Gaxton, 
cittizen of London, meroer, brought it into England, and was 
the first that practised it in the sayde Abbey." 

Beviewing the foregoing quotations, it wiU be noticed 
that although the precise expression, Printed in the Abbey of 
Weshnmsier^ is affixed to some books, yet the more general 
phrase Printed at WesfmfnBier is also used, and evidently 
refers to the same locality, for oth«*wise we must suppose 
Gaxton to have carried on two separate printing-offices for 
many years. The word ^' Abbey" did not assume its modem 
sense, as applying only to the &bric, until after the Reforma- 
tion; and the phrase 'dwelling at Westminster," used in 
1484, just after ''printed in the Abbey," 1488, and before 
''printed in the Abbey," 1485, proves that Gaxton himself 
attached to the word no very restrictive idea. We find also, 
from the above-mentioned advertisement, that "Westminster" 
in that instance meant "The Almonesrye," where Gaxton 
occupied a tenement, called " The Red-pale." The Almonry 
was a space within the Abbey precincts, where alms were dis- 
tributed to the poor; and here the Lady Margaret, mother of 
King Henry YII., and one of Gaxton's patronesses, built alms- 
houses. Other houses were also there ; and we therefore con- 
dude that by the words in the Abbey Gaxton meant nothing 
more than that he resided within the Abbey precincts. 

. The position of St. Anne's Chapel and the Almonry, in 
relation to that of the Abbey Church, seems to have been 
misunderstood by all the biographers of Gaxton. Dr. Dibdin, 
Gharles Knight and others, place them on the site of the 
Chapel of Henry YII, which is the east end of the Abbey. 
The Almonry was considerably to the west, and the following 
statements, gathered irom Stow, will give its exact locality. 
A^r describing the monastery and the king's palace, he pro- 
ceeds to say, "now will I speake of the gate house, and of 
Totehill streete, stretching from the tvest paii of the Close .... 
The gate towards the fceet is a Gaile for offenders .... On 
the SouthMe of this gate, king H. the 7. founded an almcs- 
house .... Neare vnto this house westward was an old chappel 
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of S. Anne .... the place wherein this chappel .... standeth 
was called the Almory." The Almonry was therefore west- 
south-west of the western front of the Abbey. 

It has been argued that Caxton was permitted by the 
abbot to use the ^'Scriptorium" of the abbey as a printing- 
office. Printing, even in these days of improvement, is neces- 
sarily in some parts a very unclean operation, but it was much 
more so in its earlier years, some of the processes employed 
being extremely filthy and pungent. The Abbot of West- 
minster would never have admitted into the scriptorium any 
thing so defiling, much less within the sacred walls of the 
church itself. There is, indeed, no evidence that any portion 
of the abbey was ever appropriated as a scriptorium: no 
mention of such a place is made by any historian, nor has 
any manuscript been recognised as having issued thence. 

The Abbot of Westminster, at the time of Cazton's arrival 
in England, was John Esteney, who succeeded to that office 
in 1474, upon the promotion of Thomas Milling to the 
Bishopric of Hereford. Those writers who maintain that 
Caxton returned to England before 1474 have mentioned 
Milling as his x>atron. Qeorge Fascet succeeded Abbot 
Esteney in 1498, and was in turn succeeded by John Islip in 
1500. Stew's chronology is very faulty in ascribing to Abbot 
Islip any connection with Caxton, whose death occurred about 
nine years before Islip*s election to the abbacy. 

There is nothing to lead to the supposition that Caxton 
and Abbot Esteney were on intimate terms ; indeed, the pro- 
bability is that they knew but little of each other. Our 
printer mentions Esteney but once, and that only casuaUy, as 
illustrating the difficulty which even educated men experienced 
in deciphering documents of a bygone age. In the prologue 
to the " Eneydos," Caxton says, " My lord abbot of West- 
mynster did do shewe to me late certayn euydences wiyton 
in old Englisshe, for to reduce it into our Englisshe now 
vsid." The sense of "Did do shewe," as already noticed, 
would seem merely to signify "caused to be she\^Ti;" or in 
other words, the abbot only 9ent the documents. Caxton 
always appears to have recorded, in prologue or epilogue, the 
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names of those by whom he was employed ; and if he had 
reoeived any favour or patronage from the abbot, he would in 
all likelihood hare dedicated one of his numerous transtations 
to him, as he did to so many of his patrons, some of whom, 
like Hugh Bryce and William Praat, were plain " Mercers " 
only. 

It is unlikely, therefore, that Cazton went to Westminster 
by invitation of the abbot, or that he occupied any place 
within the church itself, or that he stood in any other rela- 
tion to the abbot than that of tenant. The rent-roll of the 
abbey was under the immediate charge of the abbot's cham- 
berhdn, and with him Gaxton would have to agree as to his 
tenure of " The Red-pale" in the Almonry. 

The reason of Gaxton's preference for the Almonry is not 
at all evident, though his being a Mercer may, possibly, have 
had some connection with his choice, as the Mercers' Com- 
pany held certain tenements of the abbots of Westminster. 
Some of these were in the parish of St. Martin Otewich 
, (Broad Street Ward), within the city walls ; and there was 
also a tenement called "The Pye," and another called "The 
Grehounde," the localities of which are not mentioned. The 
rents paid for these are duly entered in the " Renter Wardens' 
Account-books," at Mercers' Hall. But whatever induced 
Caxton to settle at Westminster, we may safely infer, from his 
own mention, not more than two or three years later, of " The 
Red-pale" as his house, that it was there he originaUy estab- 
hshed himself, that there his translations were made and works 
printed, and that there, surrounded by his books and presses, 
and soothed by the loving attentions of his daughter, he 
breathed ins last. 

Wynken de Worde, his immediate successsor, printed 
several books in the same place, dating them from " Gaxton's 
house in Westminster." This phrase was considered, by the 
early biographers of Gaxton, as proving that he had migrated 
from the side chapel, where they assumed he first set up his 
press, and established himself in a new residence. Bagford, 
with his usual fertility of invention, identified the very street 
and house into which Gaxton moved, and assigned reasons 
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for his ejection from the abbey. For many years an old 
house in the Almonry "wsb cmrently believed to have been 
that in which our first printer dwelt ; bnt Mr. Nichols, who, 
as well as Knight, gives a woodcnt of it, is of opinion that 
the house could not be older than the time of Charles I. 
Upon its demolition in 1846, portions of the beams were 
made into walking-sticks and snuff-boxes, and presented to 
various patrons of literature as genuine relics of the fiunous 
printer. Interesting, indeed, would it have been if we could 
have identified the exact spot where the first press was placed 
on English soil, and still more so if we could have stood in 
the very room where Caxton worked ; but uncertainty hangs 
over all this part of our history. 

The printers of the fifteenth century, especially in Hol- 
land and Flanders, very frequently used armorial bearings for 
their trade-marks, the shield being repre- 
sented as hknging from the branch of a tree. 
A broad band down the centre of the shield 
is, in heraldic language, called a ''pale," and 
this, if painted red, would be a " red pale." 
Doubtless this was the sign used by Caxton 
to designate his house. The woodcut oppo- 
site, taken from Holtrop's " Monumens Typo- 
graphiques," pi. 71, shows a house of the 
fifteenth century, which has two tenants, both printers, each 
of whom has a sign. This was in Antwerp. The printers 
at Delff, in HoUand, used a "black pale" for their 
marks. 

We have already mentioned "The Greyhound" as being 
held by the Mercers' Company from the Abbots of "West- 
minster. Prom the same " Account-book " it appears that in 
1477 the "livelihode" made a "visitation," and "kept a 
dinner" at "The Greyhound," which cost them 2G8 8rf, be- 
sides 2d for washing the table-cloth. There is nothing to 
indicate the locality of this tenement ; but from the fact that 
mercers, as well as drapers, dealt largely in cloth and various 
woollen goods, they would necessarily be much interested in 
the great staple of wool, held at fixed inter\al8, not far fron\ 
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the abbey walls.* They would therefore require a place in 
the neighbourhood for meeting during their visitation which 




would, at the same time, afford them good accommodation for 
a dinner at its dose. 

And here we may remark that, although so much of his 
attention was devoted to translating and printing, Caxton 
probably still took considerable interest in his old vocation. 
The wool-staple at Westminster was an important mart, and 
many of the merchants resorting thither were fellow mercers 



* Stow says the Abbots of Westminster had six wool-houses in the 
Staple granted them bj King Heniy VI. 
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and benefectora to St. Margaret's Church. Some of them 
were aiso fellow members with Gaxton of the "Fraternity 
or Guild of our Blessed Lady Assumption." Several of the 
"Account-books" of this brotheiliood are still preserved in 
the vestry of St. Margaret's ; and although they nowhere state 
its objects, it seems, from the entries of salaries paid to 
priests, from money spent in obits, wax, and vestments, and 
from the granting of a few pensions, to have been somewhat 
like the "benefit societies" of the present day, with the addi- 
tional advantage of prayers for the repose of the souls of 
deceased members. And yet, if only a religious guild, it is 
not apparent why they required certain tenements in Alder- 
mary, which they leased of the Mercers' Company, not far 
frx)m the Steel Yard of the Hanse merchants, where large 
quantities of raw wool were stapled. But whatever may have 
been the objects of this gnfld, their accounts, made up by 
their clerk every three years, show tliat towards the end of 
the fifteenth century they were in a flourishing state, with a 
good balance to their credit; and that, on Midsummer-day, 
they, too, had a "general feast," on which they spent a large 
portion of their income. The expenses of these lavish feasts, 
each time filling at least two folio pages, are entered in the 
accounts with great minuteness, from the amount paid to the 
" chief cok" as a reward (which was more than twelve guineas 
of modem money), do^vn to the boat-hire for the " turbuts," 
and nearly £4 for "pottes broken and wasted at the same 
fest."* Of this guild Caxton was a member for some years 
before his death. 



• After an entry of the payment of gix priests* salaries, there occur — 
*' Costcs and pcclles allowed by the hole Brothcrhode toward thexpcncea 
of the genall fest in iij<^ yere of this accompt." 
These " Costs and Parcels'' occupy two folio pages, and contain the 
following among other items : — 

" A tonn of wyne vj li " 

" Faide to John Drayton chief sok for his re- 
ward XXV 8 " 
** Also for the hire of xxtiij doseyn of erthen 

pottes for ale & wyne iii j s " 
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It is pleasant to think of onr printer as retaining the 
friendship of the citj merchants after all official relationship 
between them had l]«en dissolved. That this was the case is 
proved by his warm enlogj of the City of London, and his 
continuance as a member of the Mercers' Company. H^, no 
doubt, had many personal friends and supporters ; indeed, it 
would be hardly a stretch of the imagination to &ncy that, 
during the holding of the great wool-staple at Westndnster, 
Caxton would be no disinterested observer, and that at its 
close, when the wardens and the ^'livelihode" flocked to the 
''dener kept at the grehounde," if not there by right as a 
liveryman of the Mercers' Company, the printer would be 
always a welcome guest. Surely, before parting, in remem- 
brance of past associations and services one of the drinking 
pledges would be, ** The health of William Caxton, late gover- 
nor of our fellowship beyond the sea." 

But to return to &cts. There is no doubt that Caxton 
was residing in his tenement in the Almonry when he printed 
the "Dictes" in 1477. He would, therefore, be in the parish 
of St. Margaret : and it is somewhat remarkable that a person 
bearing the same name was buried there about two years 
later. In 1479 the parochial records show an entry among 

'* Also for erthen pottes broken & wasted at 

the same fest yj b yiij d " 

** Also to iiij players for their labour xij s z d " 

** Also to iij mynstrelles ix s xd '* 

" Also for the mete of diners strangers xtj s " 

" Also for msshes ij s iiij d *' 

** Also for yj doseyn of white cnppes iij s " 

** Also for portage and botehyre of the Tnrbat iiij d ** 

" Also for ix Tnrbntts xt s ij d " 

Besides scores of *' Capons, chekyns, gese, conyes, and peiones 

(pigeons), the chief "cok" proTided them with "swannys'' and 

** herons," with aU sorts of fish, inclading oysters and ''see pranys," or 

prawns, with all sorts of meats and game, with jellies in '* ix dosen gely 

dishes," and with abundance of fruits. The qnantity of ale, wine, and 

ypocras provided by the bntler is marrellons, and one cannot wonder at 

the heayy entries for '* pottes and cnppes broken and wasted." The 

cook seems to haye been paid mnch more liberaUy liian the wardens, 

who had bnt xxx s between them " for their diligence." 



Digitized by 



Google 



80 WILLIiJC CAXTOK. 



the receipts of the burial fees of twenty pence for two torches 
and three tapers at a low mass for William Caxton. Dibdin 
assumes this man to have been our printer's father : possibly 
so, but there is no CTidence of kindred. "We may notice, 
however, that although the amount paid may to us seem 
trifling, yet it was more than double the average burial fees 
of that period, as is evidenced by the same accounts. About 
this time the king ordered a payment of £80 (equal to £400 
or £450 now) to be made to Caxton for " certain causes or 
matters performed by him for the said Lord the King." 
Might not this have been for assistance to Edward lY and 
his retinue when fugitives at Bruges ? 

Caxton, as might be expected, held a high position in his 
parish ; and, within a very short time of his arrival, his name 
appears as auditor of the parish accounts. The parish audit 
seems to have been a very simple affair. It was open to all 
the parishioners, and the accounts were probably read aloud 
by the clerk who was engaged by the churchwardens to keep 
them. The balance in cash, and the custody of the *' trea- 
sures" in the church, were then handed over to the incoming 
wardens, and the names of the most substantial parishioners 
present were added by the clerk to the usual form declaring 
the correctness of the accounts. The business on these occa- 
sions, was fitly concluded by a good "supper." Caxton's 
name appears annexed to the audit for the years 1478-80, 
1480-82, 1482-84 ; and it would have been most gratifying 
to have found that the signatures at the end of these and 
other accounts were genuine autographs. All the names, how- 
ever, are in the same handwriting, which is that of the scribe 
or priest engaged to keep the parish books. 

Caxton did not enter upon his new adventure of printing 
books without good and able patronage. Edward lY, as we 
have seen, paid him a sum of money for certain services per- 
formed; and Caxton printed "Tully" and "Godfrey" under 
the king's " protection." Edward's sister Margaret, Duchess 
of Burgundy, was his friend and supporter, and perchance may 
have paid a visit to her old servant at the " Bed-pale," when 
she visited England in 1480. Margaret, Countess of Rich- 
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mondy mother of King Henry YII, alBo fitvoaied his designs. 
Earl Biverg, brother to the queen, was a fest friend, with 
whom Oaxton seems to have enjoyed a considerable degree of 
intimacy, and the Earl of Warwidc likewise mnst have had 
some Imowledge of him, as Cazton dedicated to him the 
'* Chess-Book." The "Older of Chivahy" was dedicated to 
Richard III. Henry YII personally desired Caxton to trans- 
late and print the "Fayts of Arms," and the '^Eneydos" was 
specially presented to Arthur, Rince of Wales. Master 
William Daubeney, King Henry VI's treasurer, was his " good 
and syngnler friend." William, Earl of Arundel, took great 
interest in his progress^ and allowed him the "yearly fee" of 
a buck in summer and a doe in winter. Sir John Fastolf, 
a great lover of books, of whose library several volumes still 
exist; Hugh Bryce, mercer and king's ambassador; William 
Pratt, a rich mercer; and divers unnamed "gentylmen and 
ladyes," are known to have employed him. Some of these, 
like the " noble lady with many faire doughters," for whom 
he produced "The Enyght of the Toure," engaged him to 
translate as well as to print. 

In 1486 death deprived Caxton of his old friend William 
Pratt, who, on his death-bed, requested him to print " The 
Book of Good Manners." The terms in which Caxton men- 
tions Pratt as a fellow mercer, an honest man, and " a singular 
IHend of old knowledge," show that a close bond of union 
existed between the two. It is to be hoped that their mutual 
object — ^"the amendment of manners, and the increase of 
virtuous living" — ^was promoted by the publication. 

In 1490 died, and was buried at St. Margaret's, one 
"Mawde Caxton," of whose relationship to William Caxton 
there is no direct evidence. It may have been the Maude 
who, twenty-nine years earlier, became his wife while he was 
yet in Bruges : if so, it will explain, in a most interesting 
maimer, the reason why he in that year suspended printing 
the " Fayts of Arms," until he had finished a new under- 
taking, "The Arte and Crafte to Die Well." 

The history of Caxton after his settlement at Westminster 
is ahnost confined to a catalogue of the productions of his 

a 
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pratt. Fortnnatdj many were printed from his own mana- 
script^ and have additions which often afford the date of 
translation or of printing. The following table presents an 
arrangement of these book% from which we may obtain some 



DATES. 


TRANSLATION. 


PRINTING. 


1477__Nor. 18... 
1478— Feb. 20... 
1479— Feb. 3... 

Mar. 24... 
1460— Apr. 22... 

June 10... 

Aug. 18... 
1481— Jan. 2... 

Majr. 8... 

Mar. 12... 

June 6... 

June 7... 

Aug. 12... 

No7. 20... 
1482-Julv 2... 

Oct. 8... 
1483— June 1... 

June 6... 
June 30... 
Sept 3... 
Not. 20... 
Dec 23... 
1484— Jan. 81... 
Mar. 26... 

Sept? 13... 
148&.-Jane 18... 

July 31... 

Aug. 31... 

Dec. 1... 

Dec. 19... 
1486— June 8... 
1487— May 11... 
1489^Jao. 23... 

May 7... 

July 8... 

1490— June 15... 
June 22... 
July 14... 




Dictes, Ist edition (0 
Moral ProTerbs (e) 
Cordyale (ft) 
Cordyale (e) 

Ghronicies, ist edit (e) 
Description, 1st ed. (e) 








Ovid, 15tli Book (d)... 


Minronr, l8tedit(ft)... 
Mimmr, 1st edit (<?)... 

Godfrey (ft) 

Keynart, Ist edit (e)... 
Godfrey Cf) 












Tully(tf) 
Godfrey (<?) 

Caironicies, 2nd ed. (e) 


Polyoronicon (e) 

Knight of the Toure (<?) 

^e«>pW 


CJonfessio (<?) 
Golden Legend (e) 

Knight of the Toure (e) 

JRaap(e) 

Order of Chiyalry (e) 






Ckton (e) 






Rral Book (e') 


Charles (e) 


xyu<M.»va yyj 

Paris and Vienne (<?) . 


King Arthur («) 

Charles (^) 

Paris and Vienne (ir) 

Gk>od Manners (e) 


Good Manners (e) 

Fayts Cft) 


Doctrinal (c) 


Fayte (0 

Artand(3nift(0 

Eneydos (c) 




Directorinm, 2nd ed. (e) 




Fayto(^) 



(ft) means hegun. 



ie) means ended. 
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idea of the time oocapied in their tnuudaiicm and printing. 
The majority of Caxton'a works, however, bear no date what- 
ever ; and here the only basis of a correct arrangemant must 
be a careftil examination and comparison of the peouliarities 
of the various types. In this table variations may be noticed 
fix)m some of the dates as printed by Caxton ; but these are 
merely apparent discrepancies caused by the difference between 
the old and new style of reckoning the commencement of the 
year, and also by the custom, then so common, of dating by 
the regnal year of the sovereign. 

The same table shows that Caxton took ten weeks for the 
translation of the "Mirrour of the World," containing 198 
pages; twelve weeks for ''Godefroy of Bologne/' 284 pages; 
and nearly six months for " Fayts of Arms," 286 pages. The 
period occupied in printing "Cordyale," 152 pages, was only 
seven weeks, whilst "Godfrey," supposing the printing imme- 
diately to follow the completion of the translation, took nearly 
six months. The " Knight of the Tower," 208 pages, required 
eight months ; *^ Charles the Great," 186 pages, five and a half 
months; "Paris and Yienne," 70 pages, three and a half 
montibs; "Good Manners," 182 pages, eleven months; and 
''Fayts of Arms," 286 pages, more than a year. 

Caxton's own translations made in this country were The 
Whole Life of Jason ; the Mirror of the World ; Reynart the 
Fox; Godfrey of Bulloyn; the Golden Legend; the book 
called Caton; the Knight of the Tower; iBsop's Fables; the 
Order of Chivalry; the Boyal Book; the Life of Charles the 
Great ; the History of the Knight Paris and the Fair Vienne ; 
the Book of Good Manners ; the Doctrinal of Sapience ; the 
Fayts of Arms; the Art and Craft to Die Well; Eneydos; 
the Curial ; the Life of St. Winifred ; Blanchardin and Eglan- 
tine; the Four Sons of Aymon; and the Qouvemayle of 
Health. These contain more than 4,500 printed pages. The 
total produce of his press, excluding the books printed at 
Bruges, reaches to above 18,000 pages, nearly all of folio size. 
These figures speak more forcibly than any argument for the 
great industry and perseverance of Caxton ; and to this list 
must be added the translation of the " Vitae Patrum," which 

G 2 
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he finished only a few hoora before his death, bnt did not 
live to print. 

Those who have blamed Cazton for not choosing the 
Bible, or the works of Greece and Borne for the use and 
instruction of his countrymen, have quite overlooked the 
impossibility of making a business profitable (and Cazton 
tells us, in '' Charles the Great/' that he earned his living by 
it), unless it supplied the wants of the age. The demand in 
^gland in the fifteenth century was not for Bibles in the 
vernacular, nor for Horace, nor for Homer, whose writings 
very few could read in the original texts;* but the clergy 
wanted Service-books, and Caicton accordingly provided them 
with Psalters, Commemorations, and Directories ; the preachers 
wanted Sermons, and were supplied with the '^ Golden L^end," 
and other similar books ; the '' prynoes, lordes, barons, knyghtes 
& gentilmen'' were craving for '^ joyous and pleysaont his- 
toryes" of chivahy, and the press at the '^ Bed-pale'' produced 
a fresh romance nearly every year. Poetry and history require 
for their appreciation a more advanced mental education, and 
of these, therefore, the issue was more scanty. By thus bring- 
ing his commercial experience to bear upon his new vocation, 
and by accommodating the supply to the demand, while, at 
the same time, he in no slight degree directed the channel 
in which that demand should flow, Caxton contrived to earn 
an honest living by the produce of his press, and to avoid 
the fate of his typographical brethren at Bome, Sweynheim 
and Pannartz, who, having printed too many works of the 



* The historian Qibbon regrets that in the choice of authors 
Caxton *' was redaoed to comply with the ridons taste of his readers ; 
to gratify the nobles with treatises on heraldry, hawking ^Caxton 
printed nothing of the iort']^ and the game of Chess ; and to amnse 
the popular crednlity with romances of fiibulons knights and legends of 
some faboloos saints. The fiither of printing expresses a laadable desire 
to elacidate the history of his country ; but instead of publishing the 
the Latin chronicle of Kadnlphus Higden {^ithich very fere could have 
read} he oonid only Tenture on the English version by John de Trevisa 
.... the world is not indebted to England for one Jirst edition of a 
classic author ! '* 
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classic oathorsy about 12,000 yolnmes in fire years, became 
bankrapty and sank under the dead weight of their unsold 
volumes. 

ThnSy in the selection of books for his press, some of 
which he obtained '^with grete instaunce, labour, and coste** 
— ^in translating and printing — ^in friendly communication 
and intercourse with the best educated men of his day — ^in 
the discharge of the social duties of his position — Carton 
passed the few remaining years of his life. In 1491, when 
dose upon seventy years of age, but still in ftdl vigour of 
mind, he undertook the translation of the '^YitsB Patrnm.** 
Whether disease was at this time gradually undermining his 
health, or whether, as the following colophon renders more 
probable, he was taken off suddenly, is unknown ; but it is 
an interesting &ct that he was spared to work at his &vourite 
task of translation till within a few hours of his death. 

The following is Wynken de Worde's colophon to the 
" VitsB Patrum:" — "Thus endyth the moost vertuouse hys- 
toiye of the deuoute and right renowned lyves of holy Aiders 
lyuynge in deserte, worthy of remembraunce to all wel dysposed 
persones which hath be translated oute of Frenche into 
Englisshe by WOliam Caxton of Westmynstre late deed and 
fynysshed at the laste daye of hys lyff." 

The exact date of his death has not been ascertained ; but 
the burial is entered in the parish accounts for 1490-92, and 
from the position of the entry would appear to have taken 
place towards the close of the year 1491. This date is con- 
firmed by the following manuscript note, quoted by Ames : — 
"There is wrote down in a very old hand in a Fructtts 
Temporum of my friend Mr. Ballard's, of Cambden, in Glou- 
cestershire : — * Of your charitee pray for the soul of Mayster 
Wyllyam Caxton, that in hys time was a man of moche ornate 
and moche renommed wysdome and connyng, and decessed 
ful crystenly the yere of our Lord mcccc lxxxxj.' ** 

" Moder of Merci ahyld him fro thorribal fynd, 
And bryng hjm to lyff etemall that ucayr hath ynd/* 

He was buried in his own parish churchyard, and in the 
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aooount-books of the churchwardens appear the following 
funeral eharges : — 

Item atte BareyDg of William Caxton for iiij torches ... tj 8 viij d 
Item for the belle atte same bnrejDg Tj d 

These fees are considerably higher l^an those paid by the 
majority of the parishioners, and are equalled in but very few 
instances; they thus aflTord further evidence of the superior 
position held by our printer in his parish. 

Gaxton's property consisted probably of little more than 
his stock in trade. He nevertheless left a will, as fifteen 
copies of the "Grolden Legend" are recorded in the parish 
accounts as having been " bequothen to the chirch behove by 
William Caxston." The " Golden Legend " was first printed 
in 1484, but the second edition, of which the bequest proba- 
bly consisted, was not executed till four or five years later. 
By the churchwardens* account for 1496-98, it appears that 
by that time they had disposed of three of the fifteen copies : 
one for 6« Sd, and another for Qa 4df, by the agency of William 
Ryolle ; and one for 68 Sd to the parish priest, probably for 
his own use. Within the next two years William Geiflfe 
took five copies at an average of 5« 4d each ; John Crosse 
one copy at bs Sd; Walter Marten one Bt bs lid; and Daniel 
Aforge one at 5s 10^; another being sold in "Westmynster 
halle" for bs Sd. This should have left remaining, in 1500, 
four copies to be accounted for, but the "Memorandum" 
acknowledges only three ; probably one copy had been appro- 
priated by the churchwardens to the use of their church. 
Two more copies were sold in the ensuing two years, and one 
left unaccounted for. 

The discovery of Caxton*s will would probably settle satis- 
iSactorily many questions about his &mily and relations, but 
all the registries in which it might possibly have been depo- 
sited have been searched without success. 

That our knowledge of William Caxton is confined almost 
entirely to his public life, is much to be regretted. We can 
trace to some extent his career in commerce as well as in 
diplomacy. As a printer too, we can judge of him by an 
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examination of his works ; but when we wish to portraj the 
man as a master, or in domestic life, or we desire to know 
what his neighbours thonght of him, we fidl for want of reliable 
material. From his appending a bitter satire on ^^ women ** 
to the ** Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers," we might 
have inclined to think him a bachelor, did we not know that 
he had a wife and daughter when he came to England ; but 
that he was unmarried while ^governor'' at Bruges is almost 
certain, as the rules of celibacy were very strict among mer- 
chants living out of their own countries. The Steel Yard 
merchants had a stringent law on the subject, and the Mer- 
chant Adventurers were doubtless guided by the same policy. 
We naturally turn to the prologues and epilogues attached 
to Gaxton's translations for traits of character, but here again, 
we are surrounded by difficulties. There existed in those 
days no rights in literature. Every author took from others 
what best suited his purpose, and that without acknowledg- 
ment, except to give authority to his own opinions. This 
practice has involved many of the works of that period in 
considerable obscurity. Caxton was not free frY)m this charac- 
teristic of his age, and we accordingly find him appropriating 
whole prologues and epilogues frt)m the French originals, 
altering them only when inapplicable to himself. Such in- 
stances may be seen in the "Chess Book," the "Mirror," 
the " Golden Legend," " Charles," and others. Great care is 
therefore requisite to distinguish between Caxton's own 
thoughts and the mere translation of those of others. But, 
after making due allowance for all this, there yet remains, 
in Caxton's prologues and epilogues, a substratum of indi- 
viduality, which must be the basis for any right appreciation 
of his character. His repeated eulogies of Edward lY, and 
the members of his &mily, indicate that aU his political 
sympathies were with the House of York. This was but 
natural, for the development of trade consequent upon amity 
between England and the princes of the Low Countries, made 
all the En^h merchants staunch adherents to the White 
Rose. His writings also reveal that he had a deep sense of 
religion, and was strict in the oliscrvancc of his Christian 
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duties. Although in one senBe the greatest reformer that this 
country has ever known, he was quite unoonscious of the 
tendency of the art which he introduced. In the tone of his 
mind he was indeed eminently conseryative, comparing the 
good old times of his apprenticeship with the degeneracy of 
the succeeding generations, when in ttie youth of London there 
was *' no kernel nor good com found, but chaff for the most 
part." Much concerned was he to note in his latter days the 
decline of chivahy, and he urged his Sovereign to take imme- 
diate measures for its revival, even to the extent of engaging 
in a new crusade against the Turks for the recovery of the 
" holy cyte of Jherusalem." Conservative as he was in theory, 
there seems reason to believe that he was no less so in practice. 
Caxton never gave in to the new-fangled ideas of printers 
about the advantage of title-pages to books, though if we may 
judge jfrom the feet of Wynken de Worde using them imme- 
diately after his master's death, he was of the reverse opinion. 
In the adoption of signatures, initials, and lines of an even 
length, he was very tardy, and fix)m the use of red ink he was 
evidently averse. 

As a linguist, Caxton undoubtedly excelled. In his native 
tongue, notwithstanding his self-depreciation, he seems to 
have been a master. His writings, and the style of his trans- 
lations, will bear comparison with Lydgate, with Gower, with 
Earl Rivers, the Earl of Worcester, and other contempo- 
raneous writers. Many of his readers, indeed, thought him 
too " ornate " and " over curious '' in his diction, and desired 
him to use more homely terms ; but, since others found fault 
with him for not using polished and courtly phrases, we may 
fairly presume that he attained the happy medium, '^ne over 
rude, ne over curious," at which he aimed. When excited by 
a favourite subject, as the "Order of Chivaby," he waxed 
quite eloquent ; and the appeal of Caxton to the knighthood 
of England, has been often quoted as a remarkable specimen 
of fifteenth-century declamation. With the French tongue 
he was thoroughly conversant, although he had never been in 
France ; but Bruges was almost French, and in the Court of 
Burgundy, as well as in that of England, Fi-ench was the 
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chief medium of couTersation. With Flemish he was also 
well acquainted, as shown bj his translation of '^ Reynart ;"* 
indeed, this langaage, after so long a residence in Brages, 
most haye become almost his mother-tongae. 

Gaxton's knowledge of Latin has often been denied or 
underrated ; bnt as governor of the English nation in Bruges, 
and as ambassador, he must have been able to read the 
treaties he assisted to oondnde, and the correspondence with 
the king's council. Moreover, he printed books entirely in 
the Latin tongue, some of which were full of contractions, 
and could only have been undertaken by one well acquainted 
with that language. These were the ^^ Infanda Salvatoris," 
three editions of the ''Directorimn Saoerdotum," a '^Psal- 
terium," ** HorsB," *^ Tractatus de Transfiguradone," and 
several '^ Indulgences." To ^'ordain in print" a Latin manu- 
script of the fourteenth or fifteenth century required a 
knowledge of the language on the part of the workman as well 
as of the master ; for, as the letters n and u were identical in 
shape, and as m and i varied only in the nmnber of strokes, 
the latter being without a dot, it was impossible to read some 
words — ^for instance, uttuitiium (minimum), where fifteen 
parallel strokes distract the eye — apart from their context. 
We have, however, in the English translation of the ^* Golden 
L^end" positive evidence on this point; for, in the ''Life 
of Saynt Bocke," the printer says, ''which lyff is translated 
oute of latyn in to englysshe by me wyllyam Caxton." 

As translator, editor, and author, Caxton has not received 
his due meed of praise. The works which he undertook at 
the suggestion of his patrons, as well as those selected by 
himself, are honestly translated, and, considering the age in 
which he lived, are well diosen. Bomances, the &vourite 
literature of his age, were Gaxton's great delight — ^and that 
not merely for the feats of personal prowess which they nar- 
rated, although no quality was more desirable in the fifteenth 
century, but rather, as he himself says, for the examples of 
"courtesy, humanity, friendliness, hardiness, love, cowardice, 
murder, hate, virtue, and sin," which " inflamed the hearts of 
the readers and hearers to eschew and flee works vicious and 
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diBhoneet." In Poetry Caxton ghows to great advantage^ tor 
he printed all the works of any merit which then existed. 
The prologue to his second edition of the " Canterbury Tales" 
proves how anxious he was to be correct, and at the same 
time shows the difficulty he had in obtaining manuscripts 
free from error. The poetical reverence with which Caxton 
speaks of Chancer, ''the first founder of ornate eloquence in 
our English," and the pains he took to reprint the *' Canter- 
bury Tales" when a purer text than that of his first edition 
was offered to him, show his high appreciation of England's 
first great poet. In History the only available works in 
English were the "Chronicle of Bnite" and the "Polycroni- 
con;" the latter Caxton carried down, to the best of his 
ability, to nearly his own time. It was, indeed, as a writer of 
histoiy that Caxton was best known to our older authors, some 
of whom, while including his name among those of English 
historians, have overlooked the feu* more important fact that 
he was also England's prototypographer. 

All reference to the literary forgery of Atkyns, who, in the 
seventeenth century, to support his claim to certain exclusive 
privileges of printing under the king's patent, invented the 
foolish story of the abduction, by Tumour and Caxton, of one 
of the Haarlem workmen, and his settlement at Oxford in 
1464, has here been purposely omitted. The whole account is 
so evidently false, so entirely at variance with the known facts 
in Caxton's history, and has been so often disproved in works 
on English typography, that it needs no further refutation. 

As to Caxton's industry, it was marveUous : at an age when 
most men begin to take life easily, he not only embarked in 
an entirely new trade, but added to the duties of its general 
supervision and management, which could never have been 
light, the task of supplying his workmen with copy from his 
own pen. The extraordinary amount of printed matter, 
original, and translated, which he put forth has already been 
noticed ; but there seems reason to believe that some of his 
works, both printed and manuscript, have been entirely lost. 
Of his translation of the ** Metamorphoses of Ovid," only Book 
XV has been preserved ; but we may be certain that Caxton 
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never would have begun to translate at the end of a work ; 
and it seems probable, as the manoscript is evidentlj intended 
f )r the press, that the whole was printed as well as translated. 
Moreaver several of Caxton's works being unique, and others 
having been but reoentlj discovered, we may conclude (bat 
time will yet reveal to us other specimens. 

Great interest would attach to a veritable portrait of 
Cazton, but although two or three have been published, they 
are all apocryphal. The only one that has any appeanince 
of probability is the small defaced illumination in die manu* 
script of Dictes and Sayings" at Lambeth Palace, which has 
received too much praise from Horace Walpole, who engraved 
it for his " Royal and Noble Authors." King Edward IV is 
represented on his throne, with the young prince (to whom 
Earl Rivers was tutor) standing by his side : there are two 
kneeling figures, one of which. Earl Rivers, is presenting to 
the king a copy of his own translation, whidi Horace Walpole 
assumes to have been printed by the other, who of course 
would then be Caxton. If this were the case it would be 
very interesting ; but unfortunately the second figure is evi- 
dently an ecclesiastic, as shown by his tonsure, and apparently 
represents ^^Haywarde" the scribe, who engrossed the copy, 
and probably executed the illumination. The portrait com- 
monly received as that of Gaxton, and whidi first appeared in 
his " Life," by Lewis, is thus accounted for by Dr. Dibdin : — 
'* A portrait of BurchteUo, the Italian poet, from an octavo 
edition of his work on Tuscan poetry, of the date of 1554, 
was inaccurately copied by Faithomc for Sir Hans Sloane, as 
the portrait of Caxton." In Lewis's ** Life," this portrait was 
** improved" by adding a thick beard to Burchiello's chin, and 
otherwise altering his character ; and in this form the Italian 
poet made his appearance, upon copper, as Caxton. Ames, 
Herbert, Mardband, and others, have reproduced this absurd 
engraving. From a note, however, written by Lewis to Ames, 
it appears that, although Lewis admitted the portrait, it was 
Bagford's creative genius that invented it, as may also be 
inferred from Lewis's own subscription "f>ie\ Bagfori^ upon 
the plate. 
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Afi an instanoe of his appreciation of a higher life than can 
be obtained fix)m richcB alone, we will quote an anecdote which 
Caxton himself wrote, and added as an appendix to '^ JBsop's 
Fables." 

^^' There were dwelling in Oxford two priests, both Masters 
of Art, of whom that one was quick and could put himself 
forth, and that other was a good simple priest. And so it 
happened that the master that was pert and quick was anon 
promoted to a benefice or two, and after to prebends, and for 
to be a dean. So after long time this worshipful man, this 
dean, came riding into a good parish with ten or twelve 
horses, like a prelate, and came into the church of the said 
parish, and found there this good simple man, sometime his 
fellow, which came and welcomed him lowly. And that other 
bade him, Otood morrow. Master John, and took him slightlj 
by the hand and axed him where he dwelled. And the good 
man said. In this parish. Howl said he. Are ye here a 
soul-priest or a parish-priest ? Nay, sir, said he ; for lack of 
a better I am parson and curate of this parish. Then that 
other availed his bonnet and said. Master parson, I pray you 
be not displeased, I had supposed you not to be beneficed; 
but, master, said he, I pray you, what is this benefice worth 
to you a year ? Forsooth^ said the good simple man, I wot 
not, for I make never account thereof, although I have had 
it four or five years. And know you not what it is worth I 
it should seem a good benefice? No, forsooth, said he; 
but I wot well what it shall be worth to me. Why, said he, 
what shall it be worth ? Forsooth, if I do my true diligence 
in the cure of my parishioners in preaching and teaching, and 
do the part belonging to my cure, I shall have heaven therefor. 
And if their souls be lost, or one of them by my default, I 
shall be punished therefor, and hereof am I sure. And wil^ 
that word the rich dean was abashed. This was agood answer 
of a good priest and and honest." 

No attempt has been made in the preceding sketch to 
exalt Caxton at the expense of historical truth. As England's 
first typographer, a never-dying interest will surround his 
name. Except as a printer, he nowhere shines forth pre- 
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eminent. Bat although we cannot attribute to him those 
rare mental powers which can grasp the hidden laws of nature, 
nor the still more rare creative genius which endures through- 
out all time, we can claim for him a character which attracted 
the love and respect of his associates — a character on which 
history has chronicled no stain — a character which, although 
surrounded, through a long period of civil war, by the worst 
forms of cruelty, hypocrisy, and injustice in Church and State, 
retained to the last its innate simplicity and truthfulness. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



THE MASTER PEDTTER. 




HE question of the exact spot upon which 
England's first printing press was estab- 
lished has already been discussed. The 
well-known advertisement of Caxton, 
which states that pies of Salisbury use 
were on sale at the "Red-pale," in the 
almonry, at Westminster, not only indicates the position of 
his house, but also the sign by which it was known. The 
precise appearance of the almonry in the fifteenth century 
must be to some extent imaginary, but we know that alms- 
houses were there, and probably two or three structures besides 
that occupied by Caxton. 

We will now ask the reader to imagine fourteen years 
passed since Caxton first began working at his new art. It 
is not difficult to picture the wooden building in the almonry 
occupied by his sedate but busy workmen. We can look in 
at yonder window, and see the venerable master printer him- 
self "sittyng in his studye where lay many and dyuerse 
paunflettis and bookys." The great towers of Westminster 
Abbey cast their shadow across the room, for he is an early 
riser and already at work upon his translation of the new 
French romance, called " Eneydos." The " fayre and ornate 
termes" of his author give him "grete plasyr," and he 
labours, almost without intermission, till the low sun, blazing 
from the western windows, warns him of the day's decline. 
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Again, we watch him pass with obeerrant eye through the 
rooms where hia aervantB are at work; we see the movementB 
of the Gompofiitoray who plj their rapid fingers dose to the 
nanow windows ; we hear the thud-thud of the wooden presses 
as the workmen ''pull to" and ''send home" the "bar/' 
discussing meanwhile the latest news; and we sympathise 
with the binder, who, hammering away at the Yolume between 
his knees, looks in despair at the eyer-increasing progeny of 
his master's art. Piles of books and printed " quayers " rise 
on all sides, and many a wise head is ominously shaken at the 
folly of supposing that purchasers can be found for so many 
books. Nevertheless Oaxton pursues his busy course, eyer at 
work with mind and body, preparing copy for the press, and 
guiding and instructing his workmen in the art which he had 
learned in Bruges at " grete charge and dispense," and the 
practices of which are to be explained in the following 
chapter. 

Of all the workmen employed at the " Red-pale," the names 
of three only have descended to us. 

WymniN ns Words, who was probably a native of the 
town of Worth in Belgium, appears to have been the diief 
man. When he entered Caicton's service is unknown ; it was 
probably at an early age, as he was still living in the year 
1585. In 1491 he succeeded to the stock in trade of his 
deceased master, but he did not append his own name to his 
books until 1493. He used many varieties of Gaxton's " mark." 

Richard Pynson speaks respectfully of Caxton as " my 
worshipful master." He at first set up a press just outside 
Temple Bar, and used Caxton's device in his books. 

William Copland remained for some time after Gaxton's 
death in the service of Wynken de Worde. He, too, in his 
prologue to "Kynge Apolyne of Thyre," mentions "my 
master Oaxton." Doubtless there were many others, and some 
have supposed that Machlinia, Lettou, and Treveris were 
among the number; but there is no evidence that these 
printers were ever reckoned among Caxton's workmen. 

We come now to the mechanical means by which, during 
fourteen years, Caxton carried on his business. Was the 
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process of book-making the same as it is at the present 
time? What sorts of types, and how many founts were 
used ? How were the types made, and what were their sizes ? 
Did the compositors use upper and lower case, sticks, chases, 
brass rule, reglets, furniture, and the various appliances of a 
modem composing-room ? What were the presses like, and 
the practices of the pressmen ? And lastly. In what form 
were Caxton's books issued to the public ? To most of these 
questions it would, at first sight, seem as though no definite 
answer could be given ; but when attention is directed to the 
books themselves, undesigned, and therefore most trustworthy, 
evidence will be found in them as to many technical customs 
and peculiarities of the early printers. 

Before the invention of printing, the art of book-making, 
mechanically considered, was divided into three departments : 
the manufacture of the material upon which to write, ahnost 
entirely parchment or vellum ; the ink making and the writ- 
ing, the scribe being his own ink maker ; and the binding. 
Illuminators there were, of course, but their work was merely 
ornamental, and by no means necessary to the idea of a book. 
In monasteries jGeouous for the division of learning all these 
branches were carried on together. So has it been with 
printers, who, firom the infancy of their art to the present 
time, have occasionally included everything necessary to a 
perfect book in one establishment. If all the trades which, 
either directly or indirectly, are called into operation by 
printers were to be enumerated, few indeed would be omitted ; 
nevertheleBS, the absolute necessaries for the production of a 
book are — the material upon which to print, the types and 
presses with which to print, and the workmen to handle them. 
We will, therefore, consider Caxton's books under the follow- 
ing heads : 



The paper. 

The types. 

The compositor. 

The press, the pressman, 

and the ink. 
The bookbinder. 



To these may be added, al- 
though not as necessary 
assistants: 

The rubricator, illuminator, 
and wood-engraver. 
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THE PAPEB. 

Fortunately^ there is no need to enter here upon the 
ofaacnre origin of the manufacture of paper. The only ques- 
tion which ooncems ub is — ^What kind of paper did Caxton 
use, and whence did he obtain it ? He certainly had several 
sizes ; the largest, which was probably found too unwieldy, was 
used only for the first two editions of the " Golden Legend," 
an uncut copy of which, in the University Library at Cam- 
bridge, gives 22 X 15f inches for the full measurement of a 
whole dieet. The large size of this book was, doubtless, 
suited to its intended use — ^in the public services of the 
church. He likewise used several smdler sizes, which varied 
according to the moulds in which the sheets were made, from 
18i X 18 inches to 16 x 11 inches. 

The quality of the paper varied considerably, though not 
to the extent apparent in the books as they now exist — 
chemical "doctoring" and washing, which have in many 
instances been resorted to for cleansing purposes, having 
weakened and rotted much of the paper so treated, whilst 
the untouched specimens remain strong and fibrous. We 
observe in books still in the original bindings, and apparently 
untondied, that the paper was rough — sometimes very rough 
—on the surface, with long hairs frequently imbedded in it, 
and marks where many more had been removed ; of a strong 
fibrous texture, unbleached, and of a clear meUow whiteness, 
indicating an absence of colouring matter in the pulp. 

The accompanying woodcut shows a paper-mill of this 
period. A water-wheel was arranged to turn a wooden sliaffc 
upon which were rows of cogs which continually lifted up to 
the height of a few inches a numb^ of wooden pestles, and 
then let them fall upon the material, which was always in 
shallow water. The whole of the fibre was thus retained with 
its length and strength nninjoied. When the pulp was ready 
it was taken up, in small quantities, into the hand-mould, 
and formed into a sheet. There would be no difficulty what- 
ever in making paper nowadays in a similar manner, only no 
one in the trade would spare the time and labour, and no one 

H 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 



WII^LIiM CATPON. 



out of the trade would pay for the cost and trouble of its 
production. 




The unevenness in thickness and colour to which the 
inanu£GK3ture was liable at this early period, appears to hav« 
necessitated a sorting of the sheets aiter they came from the ' 
mill ; those nearest to each other in colour and weight being 
put together. This system of selection was adopted oooa- 
sionally for single copies, economy being doubtless the induce- 
ment. When two or three examples of a book can be com- 
pared together this fact is often very evident, as in the two 
copies of "The Knight of the Tower" which are in the 
British Museum, where the variation in quality is too great 
to be accounted for except by this practice of selection. 
Several other instances show that Caxton, when preparing to 
print a new volume, told off the paper separately for certain 
copies. This custom also accounts for the astonishing variety 
of water-marks frequently found in one volume. 

Some possessors of uncut specimens of Caxton's press have 
imagined them to be " large paper copies," but we have no 
evidence that Caxton designedly printed special copies, except^ 
perhaps, in the instances of the vellnm "Doctrinal" and 
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" Directoriiim," hereafter to be noticed, but of these the 
appearance is bj no means that of livres de luxe. 

Watermarks are of much less value in bibliography than 
some writers have imagined. In but very few instances can 
a limit of tiihe be <fixed for their use ; and as the marks might 
be repeated, or the paper itself kept for any length of time, 
and imported to any place, they cannot be used as evidence 
either of the date when, or the place where, a book passed 
through the -presB, The arms of France — ^three flmrs-de-Us 
on a shield, stffmounted by a crown — ^which appear as a 
watermark in "Le Becueil des Histoires de Troyes," have 
been adduced by M. Bernard as evidence of the Frendfi origin 
of the printed work. He was doubtless unaware that the same 
watermark appears in " The BecuyeU," " Canterboiy Tales," 
Ist edition, "Mirrour," 1st edition, "Jason," "Chronicles," 
"Polycronicon," "Speculum VitsB Christi,*' "Dictes," 2nd 
edition, and many others, embracing the whole of Caxton's 
typographical career. When, however, paper bears the arms 
of a nation or a city, we may, in such a case, fairly conjecture, 
although not with certainty, the seat of its manufacture. It 
appears likely that all Oaxton's paper was imported from the 
Low Countries, and it was in aU probability purchased from 
some old connection in the great mart of Bruges. But where- 
ever obtained, there was a great intermixture of qualities, 
including the make of several milk. We have never yet seen 
one of Caxton's books in which the same watermark runs 
ftnnigh the whole volume, and in many cases the variety is 
astonishing. Thus, in a copy of the first edition of the 
" Canterbury Tales," now in the library of Mr. Huth, there 
appear no less than fifteen distinct watermarks. 

A few of the marks found in Caxton's books are here 
given. As already remarked, they indicate the Low Coun- 
tries as the land of their origin, and most of them are found 
also in the block-books, the works of Colard Mansion, Gerard 
Leeu, and other early printers. 

No. 1. The Bull's Head, which appears in the earliest speci- 
mens of paper known, and was a favourite symbol with 

e2 
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paper makers of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. 
The varieties of it are very numerous. 

No. 2. The Arms of John the Fearless, son of Philip the 
Hardy. As eldest son the field is charged with a label : 
the superimposed cross referring to his crusade in 1895. 
This and the six succeeding marks have a direct 
connection with the ruling djuasty in Flanders and the 
Low Countries. 

No. 8. The letter p is Tery common in Caxton's books, and 
is perhaps the initial of Philip the Good ; although 
paper bearing a p had also been made in the reign of 
Philip the Hardy. Its varieties are very numerous. 

No. 4. The letter j is thought by Sotheby to be the initial 
of Ysabel, third wife of Philip the Good. 

Mr. Sotheby, in his list of Caxton's watermarks, 
mentions the p and $ combined, as occurring in the 
British Museum copy of "Jason." During a careful 
search, however, in the same copy, I was unable to 
detect any such mark. 

No. 5. The Unicom — ^a symbol of power adopted by Philip 
the Good, who chose two unicorns as supporters of his 
coat-of-arms. The same figure was used extensively as 
an ornament in his palace and furniture. 

J^o. 6. The Arms of France. These were fi^uently used by 
paper-makers of the Low Countries, probably in refer- 
ence to the direct descent of the House of Burgundy 
from the Kings of France. 

No. 7. The Arms of Champagne. This province wm ceded 
to the Duke of Burgundy in 1430 by the King of 
France. 

No. 8. The Hand, over which is a single fleur-de-lis, the 
peculiar badge of the House of Burgundy. 
In Caxton's books the p is the most common among the 

watermarks, the order of frequency among the others being 

as follows : — The Hand or Glove ; the Arms of Champagne ; 

the Bull's Head; the Arms of France; the Greyhound; the 

the Arms of John the Fearless ; Shears ; a Pot ; an Anchor ; 

an Unicom ; a BuU ; a Cross ; Grapes ; a Pelican^ &c. 
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The reader cnrioiiB on this point may eee nomerons other 
watermarks figoied by Mr. Sothebj in the third volome of his 
''Prinoipia Typographioa." Many of these are merely yaria- 
tioDS of the mark, the pi^r being made in the same mould. 
An aoddental injnry, or even the wear and tear of the mould 
by oonstant use, often caused a contortion of the wires. In 
rare instances the watermark occurs uninjured in shape, but 
quite at the edge of the paper. This has been accounted 
for by supposing the fine wires which held the watermark 
in its place on the mould to have become loosened by decay, 
or some accident, and so allowed the mark to slide along the 
&oe of the mould, but it is more probably caused by the use 
of large sheets of paper cut down to a smsdler size. 

Of the Talue of paper in Caxton's time we may form some 
idea from the prices paid by the directors of the Bipoli press, 
at Florence, between 1474 and 1488. An original ^'Cost 
book'' of this establishment is still extant in the Magliabechian 
library at Florence. It is one of the most interesting docu- 
ments connected with early typography, and has been edited 
and published by the Padre YinceuEio Fineschi. From this 
it appears that the fbllowing nine sises or qualities of paper 
were then in use, the English prices given being about the 
present equivalent, reckoning the lira at 8« dd, 

PER KKAM. 

1. Large paper of Bologna in common folio, about £14 2 

2. Middling ditto ditto . . 18 2^ 
8. Small ditto ditto . . 11 8 
4. Paper of Fabriano, with a crossbow for water- 
mark 12 4^ 

6. Ditto, with a cross for watermark .... 8 7^ 

6. Paper of Colle 8 7^ 

7. Paper of Prato 9 4^ 

8. Paper of Pescia, with spectaeles for watermark 10 10| 

9. The same, with a glave for watermark ... 9 

Zanetti quotes a document, dated 1488, which states the 
price of paper in Florence to hare been, at that period, for 
'' Carta reale, quademi 10. . .8 lir. 6 sol. 8d ;" and for '' Carta da 
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BcriveTe il qaademo...l8 sol.;" that iB, royal pap^ about 
128 5d per ten quires, and writing paper Ss 4id per quire. 

The first paper maker in England was John Tate. He 
mann&ctured specially for Caxton's sacoessor, Wynken de 
Worde, who thus announces the &ct in his edition of " Bar- 
tholomaeus de Proprietatibus," printed about the year 1498 : — 

** And John Tate the younger, 
Joje mote he broke, 
Whiche late hath in Englond doo 

Made this paper thynne. 
That how in core englisshe 
This bokc is piyntcd Inne." 

Tate, who died in 1514, and whose wiU is preserved in the 
principal registry of the Court of Probate, left considerable 
proixjrty, several of his legacies being in paper. 

It is somewhat remarkable that Caxton should have made 
so sparing a use of vellum for his books, and should have been 
so indifferent about the quality of the skins whidi he did 
employ. The only examples known are a copy of the " Doc- 
trinal of Sapience," at Windsor Castle, for a long time thought 
to be unique, and a "Speculum vitae Christi," now in the 
British Museum, to which may be added a few slips on whidi 
Indulgences are printed. 

THE TYPES. 

The question of the invention of moveable types, like that 
of the origin of paper, is one into which we have no need 
here to enter. The majority of writers on this subject having 
been unacquainted with the characteristics of type, have 
strayed far and wide in the discussion. M. Bernard, however, 
writing as a practical printer, has done much to dispel 
numerous misapprehensions, and especially that conunon 
error of supposing that the first moveable types were cut in 
wood. 

We now proceed to lay before the reader the earliest 
notices of typefounders, and such evidence as may explain the 
mechanics of typefounding in the fifteenth century, especially 
with reference to the types of Caxton. 
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Perhaps no part of the Typographic Art is hidden in more 
utter darkness than the early mannfoctnre of the types. 
Considerable secrecy no donbt accompanied all the operations 
of the first printers, and was maintained down to a com- 
paratively late period. Moreover, it was but natural that the 
resnlts of the new art should hold a more prominent place 
in men's minds than the processes by which those results 
were produced, and thus, although printers and printing were 
often mentioned^ we find nothing concerning the mechanical 
part of typefounding anterior to that curious little book of 
trades, with illustrations by Jost Amman, which was issued at 
Frankfort in 15G8 The author, in the few lines which accom- 
pany the illustration, omits all reference to the process, but» 
from the woodcut of the ** Schrifftgiesser" and his tools, we 
shall farther on draw some practical inferences concerning 
early typefounding. 

Whether Caxton, whose account of his first typographical 
venture is contained in the prologue to the Third Book of 
** The Becuyell," made himself acquainted with the manufac- 
ture as well as with the use of his types there is no evidence 
to prove. He simply remarks, *' Therefore I have practysed 
and lemed at my grete charge and dispense to ordeyne this 
said book in prynte." If he only procured types and presses, 
and the requisite knowledge to control their use, it no doubt 
cost him a considerable sum. The probability is that his first 
two founts were cast at Bruges according to his instructions, 
and tiiat he brought the second over with him to Westminster. 
But, when once settled in his native country, we may weil 
consider whether he would not, for convenience sake, have 
become his own typefounder. No stray hint or remark can 
be found to incline us to the one opinion or the other. 
Several generations of printers passed away before we find in 
any work the slightest allusion to English typefounders. The 
earliest appears in Archbishop Parker's pre&ce to Asser's 
Chronicle of King Alfred, where, in speaking of the Saxon 
types with which the book was printed, the editor states that 
as fiir as he knew. Day, the printer, was the first to cut 
them : — " lam ver5 cum Dayus typographuB primus (& omnium 
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oertd quod sciam soIub) haa formulas sm incident : &cil^ quad 
Saxonicia literia pencripta sunt, iiadem typia diuulgabuntur." 
Thia leada ua to auppoae that Joiin Daj waa only one type* 
founder among others, and that therefore the art waa at that 
time by no meana a novel one in England. Seventy yean 
later we find typefounding a distinct trade in London, and 
under rigid Government protection, aa we learn from the 
following decree : — 

"Decreed by the Court of Starre-Chamber, 11th July, 
1637 :— 

** That there shall be Four Founders of letters for 

printing and no more. 
" That the Archbiahop of Canterbury or the Bishop 

of London, with Six other High Commissioners, 

shall supply the placea of those four aa they shall 

become void. 
"That no master Founder shall keep above two 

Apprentices at one time." 
Despite this restrictive care, however, the typefounders of 
Holland and Flanders supplied English Printers with better 
types than native art could produce, until the establisiiment 
of a foundry by the first Caalon. 

The only English author before the rise of encydopesdiaSy 
who described the process of type manufacture was Joseph 
Moxon. This ingenious author, writing in 1688, gives an 
account of the whole Art of Printing, as practised in an im-> 
proved style by himself, and devotes several chapters to the 
various methods of punch cutting, matrix sinking, and type 
founding. The process then adopted was very similar to that 
still in use, and differed greatly from that of Caxton, or 
Caxton's typefounder. The practice of Moxon, like that of 
modem typefounders, was to cut each letter in relief on a 
piece of steel to form the punch — ^to strike this punch into a 
small piece of copper, which made the matrix — and then to 
fit this matrix to the bottom of an iron nunUd into which the 
liquid metal waa poured. The mould, which formed the 
shank of the type, waa capable of a sliding adjustment, 
widthwise, to the width of the various letters (from an i to 
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an JS)\ the depth or size of the body always remaming 
the aame throughont the fount. Thns, hj luing each matrix 
■Qooessively in the aame moald, exactness in size of body was 
inanred* 

The want of diis exactness, indicated by the nneven appear- 
aaoe of the lines, and other considerations, lead to the con- 
dosion that the fifteenth-centnry printers did not practise 
this method, bat is very difficult even to speculate upon that 
which they did employ in the production of their types. The 
examination of many specimens has led me to conclude that 
two schools of typogn^hy existed together. The ruder con- 
sisted of those printers who practised their art in Holland 
and the Low Countries, and who, by degrees only, adopted 
the better and more perfect methods of the school founded 
in Oermany by the celebrated trio — ^Fust, Outenberg, and 
Schoeffer. None of these divulged the secrets of their art. 
One feet, however, we know with certainty, and that is that 
the German school employed the very best artists that Europe 
eonld produce to cut the patterns, or rather punches, for 
their types. In an interesting tract from the pen of Sir 
Anthony Panizzi it is proved that the celebrated Bolognese 
goldsmith, medallist and painter, Francia, was the artist who 
cut all the Aldine types, the elegance of which will for ever 
associate the name of Aldus with the perfection of printing. 
From the ** Cost Book " of the Ripoli press, at Florence, we 
find also that steel, iron, and tin were us^ in the manufacture 
of types about 1480. But the English printers, whose prac- 
tice seems to have been derived from the Flemish school, 
were fer behind their contemporaries in the art. Their types 
show that a very rude process of founding was practised, and 
the use, as will be described presently, of old types as patterns 
for new, evinces more of commercial expediency than of 
artistic ambition. 

That Caxton's types were really cast is evident from 
identity in the face of the same letter, where even a flaw may 
be noticed as recurring continuously; but the material of 
which the matrices were formed must be to a great extent 
conjectural. M. Bernard has given an interesting account of 



Digitized by 



Google 



108 WILLIAM CAZTOlSr. 



some fiaooeflsfdl efforts to cast letters in sand, bat his sped-* 
men has not a single overhanging letter in it, and, from its 
size, was certainly mnch easier to produce than wonld have 
been the small types of Caxton ; yet in one respect, the ^bad 
lining," or irregolar heights of tiie letter, it has an interesting 
similitude to Caxton's types. In the office of Messrs. Caslon 
there are still in existence some large Roman capital letters 
(about 8-line pica), which an old workman assured me he had 
himself used in by-gone years to form sand-moulds fbr type, 
a practice then by no means uncommon. 

We will now turn to the little book of engravings abeady 
mentioned as giving the earliest notice of the art. We there 
see BomeVhat of the practices of the Frankfort typefounders 
in 1568. The woodcut shows that even a century after the 
invention of the art there was an important difi^ence from 
the modem plan, although probably the principle of punch, 
matrix and mould, was the same. There is a small fdmaoe, 
with the pan of metal sunk in the top ; by the side are the 
bellows, basket of charcoal, and tongs. Close to the type- 
founder is the bowl into which he drops each type as it is 
cast ; and the artist has correctly drawn these types with the 
'' break " of the letter still attached. The Workman holds the 
mould in his left hand, aud is pouring in metal from a ladle. 
On the table at his back is what appears to be a nest of very 
shallow drawers, which hold the matrices in alphabetical 
arrangement, while upon the top of the drawers are three or 
four matrices for immediate use. On the wooden shelves 
opposite are three moulds, some sieves, and crucibles. The 
sieves were probably for sifting the sand in which might be 
cast the large types, and in which the smaU ingots for use in 
the melting pot would be run. The main interest of this 
woodcut lies in the type moulds, in which we notice a differ- 
ence in shape from those now used ; while the absence of the 
long wire spring which holds the matrix firm up to the mould 
indicates that, during its use, the matrix was a fixture in the 
mould. The foremost of the three moulds on the shelf shows 
in its side a hole which may possibly have been used for the 
insertion of a matrix. 
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As the early moulds were so disBimilttr to those of modem 
nse^ let ns look to the types themselyes for evidenoe. Antici- 
pating the result of the analysis of the varioas founts used 
by Caxton (which will follow in its proper place) we find 
the conclusion ineTitable that hard-metal punches were not 
used, and that even types themselves were used either as 
puncbeSy or in some analogous way for the production of new 
founts. The use of large types to form matrices in sand (as 
in the case of Messrs. Oaslon's foundry, above alluded to), was 
not uncommon in bygone years ; and that letters of a much 
smaller size can also be effectively employed as punches is 
interestingly illustrated by the shifts to which Benjamin 
Franklin, America's pioneer-printer, was put in the early 
days of the Transatlantic preas. Franklin thus narrates his 
own practice : ** Our printing-house often wanted sorts, and 
there was no letter-foundry in America ; I had seen types 
cast at James's in London, but without much attention to 
the manner ; however, / eantrived a mouldy and mads use of 
the Utt&TB we had ae pimcheonSy struck the matrices m lead^ 
and thus supplied, in a pretty tolerable way the deficiencies. 
/ also engraved several things on occasion." 

The metal of which Gaxton's types were cast can only be 
conjectured. The probability is that it was soft, and if even 
so soft as lead it would have been sufficiently durable to have 
performed the work for the small impression required of each 
book. In demonstration of this the author procured, by the 
kindness of Messrs. Figgins, a fount of their Caxton types in 
pure lead, and composed a page of Caxton's *^ Chess Book," 
working it in the usual way, at a common hand press, and 
numbering each impression as it came from the tympan in 
order to note its gradual wear. The paper was royal cartridge 
of the common rough quality, and was worked dry. After 
500 pulls, perceiving no appreciable wear, the author stopped 
the experiment, being sufficiently satisfied. 

Our conclusions then, in recfpect of the founding, are 
mainly negative. The moulds were unlike those now in use, 
and the punches were not of steel. The process, whatever it 
may have been, admitted of contrivances incompatible with 
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onr present mode ; and we conjecture that the type-metal, if 
not of lead, was yet safficiently Boft to allow of it being easily 
trimmed np with a chisel. This trimming up, so often visible 
in Type No. 2*, misled the late Mr. Vincent Piggins, who, 
when examining the second edition of the ** Game and Hay of 
the Chess," came to the erroneous conclusion that the whole 
book was printed from types cut separately by hand, a con- 
clusion which he would never have adopted had he extended 
his examination to other and earlier works of Caxton in the 
same types. 

Let us now see what the founts of types i^ly wcare that 
Caxton used. 

When we look at the long list of English authors who 
have written upon early typography, and when we recognise 
among the names those of Moxon, Palmer, Smith, Bowyer, 
Nichols, Stower, Watson, Hansard, and Timperley, all of 
whom were, as printers, practically acquainted with tifhe art 
which employed their pens, it is a matter of some surprise 
that nothing like a correct account of Oaxton's types ap- 
peared. Nor is it less remarkable that the only history of 
English typefounding is that by Rowe Mores, a well-known 
antiquarian, who was brought up for the Church, and who 
devoted many of the later years of his life to the collection of 
old moulds and matrices. He purchased all the old stock of 
the last of the old race of letterfounders, Mr. James, of Bar- 
tholomew Close, whose extensive collection was said to date 
from the days of Wynken de Worde ; and it is much to be 
regretted that, after the death of Mr. Mores, his collections 
were not preserved intact. His catalogues of matrices exist- 
ing in his own day, or in his own possession, are probably 
exact enough ; but his account of the types used by Caxton 
and Wynken de Worde is fall of errors. 

During Caxton's career as a printer, viz., from about 
1476 to 1491-2, or a period of seventeen years, he used 
eight separate founts or castings of lettere. These eight 
founts we have called, according to their chronological 
appearance. No. 1, No. 2, No. 2*, No. 8, No. 4, No. 4*, 
No. 5, and No. 6. 
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If we diyide them into character of letter we find three 
classes: — 

Ist. Type No. 1 is distinct in character, and unlike any 
other known type. On comparison with a manuscript 
in the holograph of Golard Mansion, of Bruges, M. 
Bernard came to the conclusion that it was formed 
upon the handwriting of that celebrated caligrapher. 

2nd. Types 2, 2*, 4, 4*, and 6, are of the same cha- 
racter as the early type of Colard Mansion, known as 
''grosb&tarde." 

8rd. Types 8 and 5, were designed, like the characters of 
the Bible and Psalter of the early Mentz printers, 
upon the Church Text of the scribes, and approach 
nearer than any other of Cazton's types to what 
modem printers call "black letter." 

If, however, we divide the eight founts into distinct 
cuttings, we find five : — 

Ist. Type No. 1. 

2nd. Type No. 2, modified first into No. 2*, and again 

into No. 6. 
8rd. Type No. 8. 

4th. Type No. 4, modified into No. 4\ 
6th. Type No. 6. 

Type No. 1. 

Although we believe that Caxton had less to do with this 
than with any of the later types, yet, as it is the first with 
which his name is associated — ba it is that by using which he 
obtained a knowledge of the art of printing — and as it is the 
type of the first English-printed book,^t is clothed with an 
interest peculiarly its own. 

The books printed with this fount are five : — 

The Recuyell of the Histories of Troy .... 1472-74 
The Grame and Play of the Chess, 1st edition . . 1475-76 

Le Becueil des Histoires de Troyes 1475-76 

Les Fais du Chevalier Jason . « £^w 1476 

Les sept Pseanlmes penitendaolx after 1476 
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From the rarifcy of " Les PaiB du Jaaon," only one copy 
being in England, and that inconvenient for prolonged ex- 
amination, its peculiar featnreSy if any, are not noticed in the 
following remarks. 

The first thing we observe in type No. 1 is, that its gene- 
ral appearance is more free and manuscript-like than would 
be thought the case from the square-set figure of each indi- 
vidual letter. This is, to a considerable extent, caused by 
the great variety of letters, there being only five for which 
there were not more than one matrix, either as single letters 
or in combination : for, although the difierences between the 
various matrices of the same letter may be but very slight, 
we have here the fundamental principle of freedom, namely, 
a recurrence of modified sameness. The execution of the type 
is good, sharp, and decided, with sufficient difference between 
the repetitions of the same letter to indicate independence of 
of tracing or mechanical contrivance; hence probably the 
work of one accustomed to cut letters. The body of the type, 
which is identical throughout the five books, is the same as 
the recognised Great Primer of modem printers. 

The complete fount embraced at least 168 sorts, of which 
we remark upon the following : — 
a is not used in the English books, but often occurs in the 

French books. 
i is not used in "The Recuyell" or the "Chess Book,'' but 

often occurs in "Le Recueil" and " Les sept Pseaulmes." 
3t is oft;en used for an lEl in the French books, but always 

correctly in the English books. 
Jl. — ^This incongruous and badly-cut letter appears about 

twelve times, in various grades of bad casting, before the 

recto of folio 86 oi " The Recuyell," after which it is not 

found. 
Vi is only found in the English books, where it is sometimes 

used for a IS. 
Arabic numerals do not occur in this fount. 
There are only three marks of punctuation, which may be 

called — the comma, or oblique stroke (/), the colon (:), 

and the frill point (.). They are used arbitrarily as to 
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power, and in nmnerons varieties of combination, snch as, 

•/ •*/ /• •/• •/• // :• ♦.•♦ /♦:/. &c., &c. 

From the foregoing remarks it will be seen that there are 
certain letters peculiar to the English and others peculiar to 
the French books printed in this type ; and as these are not 
in any way attributable to the fashion of the language, the 
fact strongly corroborates the opinion that, although from the 
same printer, the compositor, and perhaps the cases, were 
changed. 

Type No. 2. 

This was the first fount used in England when Caxton set 
up his presses at the ** Red-pale'' in the Abnonry, and, before 
remarking upon its peculiarities, we will give a list of the 
books known to have been printed from it. Of these, as will 
be shown farther on, there are two easily-distinguished classes; 
those printed first, with type No. 2, and those printed after- 
wards, with a re-casting of the fount, which we call type 
No. 2*. 

TYPE No. ». 

Les quatre derrenieres choses anU 1477 

History of Jason etrca 1477 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 1st edition . 1477 

HorsB, Ist edition circa 1477 

Canterbury Tales, 1st edition ...... ants 1478 

Moral Proverbs 1478 

Propositio clarissimi Johannis Russell .... ante 1479 

Stans Puer ad Mensam ante 1479 

Parvus Catho and Magnus Gatho, 1st edition . ante 1479 

Ditto ditto 2nd edition . ante 1479 

The Horse, the Sheep, and the Goose, 1st edition ants 1479 

Ditto ditto 2nd edition . ants 1479 

Infancia Salvatoris ante 1479 

The Temple of Glass anU 1479 

The Chorle and the Bird, Ist edition .... ante 1479 

Ditto 2nd edition ante 1479 

The Temple of Brass ants 1479 

The Book of Courtesy, Ist edition ante 1479 

I 
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Anelida and Arcyte circa 1478 

BoethioB de GonBolatione Philosophise 1478 

TYPB No. «•. 

Cordial * . . . 1479 

Lauren tins Gulielmus de Saona de Nova Rhethorica, circa 1 4 79 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 2nd edit., circ/i 1480 

An Indulgence 1480 

Parvus Catho and Magnus Gatho, 8rd edition . circa 1480 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edition 1480 

Reynard the Pox, Ist edition 1480 

Tully of Old Age, and of Friendship '. 1481 

The Game and Play of the Chess, 2nd edition . circa 1481 

This type has a more dashing, picturesque, and elaborate 
character than type No. 1. It is an imitation of the ''gros- 
b&tarde " type of Colard Mansion, with same variation in the 
capital letters, which are extremely irregular, not only in size 
but also in design, some being of the simplest possible con- 
stniction, whilst others have spurs, lines, and flourishes. 

The general appearance of type No. 2 is very different 
from that of No. 2*, many letters in the earlier fount having 
a bolder and thicker face than in the later ; and the fietct of 
there being a perfect division of the books into two distinct 
classes prevents our attributing this difiPerence to either wear 
of type or faulty printing — the former would be gradual, the 
latter irregular. 

On comparing the two classes, letter by letter, we find 
several single and compound letters occurring in the one and 
not in the other. Thus fit (not final) is peculiar to the first 
class, while two forms of ft without a loop in the head, double 
U without loops, tfl, tofl, tof, and toO are found in the second 
class only. Other letters are so entirely different that a single 
example is convincing of their not having been printed from 
the same founts; and the remainder, although often very 
nearly alike, so constantly preserve some slight characteristic 
peculiar to each section, that a dose examination of numerous 
instances, after making allowance for faulty printing, leads to 
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the conclusion that no letters of the first section are identical 
with those of the second. 

A minute examination discloses the general fact, that the 
letters of Type No. 2* are somewhat thinner than those of 
Type No. 2, and that, in nomeroos instances, the tops, the 
descending taOs, and the titles generally, have been tnincated. 
For example, examine the letfcer t and its combinations in the 
two types ; the second shows always a thinner-faced letter 
than the first. Again, notice how the tops of the varions lis, 
the tails of en and in, and the tails generally appear in the 
second state. Observing that the two fonnts (2 and 2*) are 
never mixed, and that all the books dated before 1479 occor 
in Type No. 2, and all those dated after 1479 in No. 2^ the 
two types appear to indicate two distinct periods; and^ taking 
into consideration the pecoliarities jnst noticed, it would seem 
that, upon the types becoming worn, some of the best were 
selected, trimmed up with a graver, and used for making 
matrices for a new casting. If this were not the case, how 
should we account for the new fount being so nearly like the 
old? fbr, the two not having been used together, there was 
no reason for such care to make them match. 

The body of Type No. 2 is the same as that of Type No. 
2*, and is exactly equal to two lines of ''Long Primer" 
(Caslon's standard), which is very near to ''Paragon." A 
complete fount of Type No. 2 consisted of 217 sorts, and 
TjTpe No. 2* of 254 sorts. 

The ^C of Type No. 1, which, if it occnned at all, might 
have been expected in the first fount used in England, is 
found only in books printed with Type No. 2*. 

We may notice here that the sorts If, e^, bt, and others, 
presume an intended French use of Type No. 2, a probability 
strengthened by the tif, and the combinations of % being 
later additions to the fount in No. 2*. 

Type No. 8. 
This grand type, which was in use from about 1479 to 
1488, has perhaps less direct interest for us than any of the 
others. No English book in this, type is known, and until a 

I 2 
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very reoent period it was oonsideTed merely as a supple- 
mentary fount used by Ga3dx)n for headingSy &c. But the 
discovery of a " Psalterium," firagments of a " Hone," and a 
'^Directorimn" proves that three works at least were printed 
entirely with iMB fount. Upon these, especially the *' Psal- 
terinm," and npon the headings of ** Boethins," the ** Golden 
Legend," and ** Tully/' the following remarks are based. 

The small letters are an exact copy of those cast by the 
early Oerman foonders, Fust and Schceffer, and are equally 
well executed. The capital letters, however^ are very unlike 
Fust's, being for the most part a modification of the Flemish 
'^Secretary," as already pres^ited to us in the gros-bfttarde 
type of Golard Mansion. 

The body is identical, or very nearly so, with type No. 2, 
and is used with it to distinguish proper names, &c., in the 
'^Cordial" and in ^^Tully," but, having a mudi larger 6oe, 
it is never in line. 

The complete fount comprised 194 sorts. The sfcope 
generally are smaller than those of type No. 2, which is 
remarkable, as the ftuse of the letter is much larger. 

This type was intended for Latin works, as the contrac- 
tions sufficiently prove. All the books we have in it are in 
Latin, except headings in the first edition of the ''Qolden 
Legend," &c., and proper names, as in the '^Cordial" and 
** TnUy." Used almost entirely for Church Service books, it 
does not seem to have been mudi in &vour with Caxton ; but 
upon his death his successor, Wynken de Worde, came into 
poflsession of it, and used it continually. 

Type No. 4. 
Types No. 4 and 4* may be qx)ken of generally as ans^ 
there being the same intimate connection between tfiem as 
between Nos. 2 and 2*;. unlike them, however, there is a 
slight variation in the body, type No. 4 being, as compared 
with the re-casting of it, or type No. 4*, as 20 is to 19. In 
other words, the body of type No. 4 is rather smaller than 
that of Type No. 4*. This of course would only be possible 
by direct intention with modem typefounders, who use the 
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8ame moulds and matrioeB for as many founts of the type as 
are required ; but as is shown in the chapt^ on typefounding, 
the moulds and matrices were in those days very difPerent. 

The engraying of the types is neat, and appears to have 
been executed by the same hand that cut type No. 2 ; but 
there is this difiPerence between the second states of the two 
founts — type No. 2* was, as ah^eady shown, cast from matrices 
fonned by the use of old casts of type No. 2 as punches, after 
being trimmed by hand, but for types Nos. 4 and 4* there 
is the strongest evidence of the same punches having been 
used, and therefore the variation of body is the more remark- 
able, as it would have been as easy to make the re-casting 
agree in size with the original as to make the letters of each 
fount agree among themselves. The variation, however, is 
a foot. 

The body of type No. 4 is very near indeed to modem 
English (Gaslon's standard), and is the smallest of any used 
by Caxton. The re-casting, or type No. 4* (which loses 1 in 
20 — ^that is to say, 19 lines of type No. 4* tske up only the 
same depth as 20 of type No. 4) is exactly two lines of 
minion. The total number of sorts in type No. 4 af^iears to 
have been 194, and in No. 4* 187, a few sorts not having 
been re-cast. 

We will now give a list of the works for whidi this type, 
in its two states, was employed. 

TYPE No. 4. 

The Chronicles of England, 1st edition 1480 

The Description of Britain 1480 

An Indulgence 1481 

Curia SapientisB circa 1481 

Godfrey of Boloyne 1481 

The Chronicles of England, 2nd edition ..... 1482 

Polycronicon 1482 

The Pilgrimage of the Soul 1488 

A Vocabulary 1488 

Servitium de Yisitatione eirca 1488 

Confessio Amantis (t7io«%) 1488 



Digitized by 



Google 



118 WILLIAM OAXTOX. 



The Knight of the Tower {partly) 1484 

Sex Epifltote {mostly) 1488 

TYPE NO. 4*. 

The Festial, Ist edition 1488 

Quatuor Sermones, iBt edition 1488 

Conftsflio Amantis {partly) 1488 

The Knight of the Tower {mostly) 1484 

Caton drca 1484 

Golden Legend drca 1484 

Death-Bed Prayers circa 1484 

iBfiop 1484 

Order of Chivahy circa 1484 

Canterbury Tales, 2nd edition ckca 1484 

Book of Fame circa 1484 

The Curial drca 1484 

Troylus and Creside drca 1484 

Life of our Lady drca 1484 

Life of St. Winifred drca 1485 

Life of King Arthur 1485 

Life of Charles the Great 1485 

Paris and Yienne 1485 

The oommas have a notable chronological bearing. The 
short comma (/) was used alone up to the second edition of 
the " Chronicles/' in 1482 — ^is used occasionally with the long 
comma (/) in 1488 — and disappears entirely after that year. 

A good test by which to distinguish 4 and 4* is the shape 
of the lower-case to ; the letter with the curled top distin- 
guishing the book at once as belonging to type No. 4, whereas 
its absence is a sure sign that the type is No. 4*. 

Type No. 4* makes its first appearance among Caxton's 
founts in a very peculiar manner. In the autumn of 1488 
he was engaged in printing two works, Gower's "Confessio 
Amantis" and the "Knight of the Tower." At sig. g of 
" Confessio Amantis" we find that the inmost ^eet is in type 
No. 4*,. the three other sheets of the section being in type 
No. 4. Several pages in sig. j are also in No. 4*, and on 
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fiig. ^ iiii reoto the first coluinn is in No. 4, while the second 
colnnm is in No. 4*. This mixture, of founts by no means 
proyes that the two were in use at the same time ; it only 
shows that before the cases containing type No. 4 were finally 
emptied out to make room for the new fount, one compositor 
had worked ahead of his fellows, who had not finished their 
taking of copy when the new letter supplanted the old. The 
table, although placed at the commencement of the book, was 
necessarily printed last, and therefore, as a matter of course, . 
we find type No. 4* used for it. In the "Knight of the 
Tower," sig. f introduces the new fount to us, all that follows, 
as well as the introductory matter, being type No. 4*. 

Type No. 6. 

There is much similarity of design between this and type 
No. 8, the likeness between some of the letters being so close 
as lead to the conclusion that one artist cut both. 

The books printed in this letter are as follows : — 

The Royal Book circa 1487 

The Book of Good Manners 1487 

Directorium Sacerdotum, Ist edition .... circa 1487 

Speculum Vitee Christi circa 1488 

Commemoratio Lamentationis circa 1488 

The Doctrinal of Sapience 1489 

HorsB circa 1490 

Servitium de Transfiguratione circa 1491 

In the 2nd edition of the "Golden Legend" (1487?), all 
the headings, both of chapters and pages, are in this type. 

Type No. 5 has no exact counterpart in the bodies of 
modem founders. The nearest would be two lines of brevier, 
than which it is slightly larger, losing one line in thirty-five. 
The total number of sorts in use appears to have been 153. 
The comparative scarcity of double letters is very noticeable. 
No Arabic numerals are used. 

The large Lombardic capitals used with this fount have a 
bold and striking appearance. Unlike any former fount of 
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Gaxton's) they are all cast with the largest &ce the body will 
bear, and without the least beard. They are used, more or 
less, in every book printed with this type, although in some 
books {B.g, "Royal" and ** Speculum ") they appear very 
seldom. They do not look at all well when used as initials 
to a word, on account of their size preventing them ranging 
with the sequent letters, and this may have been the cause 
why Caxton, except in the " Directorium," made a very 
sparing use of them, save indeed that he converted them 
into quadrats. For this purpose they were doubtless ad^ted 
by some shortening process, which, however, has not pre- 
vented them cropping out continually in the blank spaces of 
the head lines and signature lines, where they often assume a 
very puzzling appearance. In the latest books printed with 
type No. 5 these Lombardic capitals appear as red initials, 
printed at a separate operation. This use for them was, 
doubtless, the invention of Caxton's successor, Wynken de 
Worde, who appears to have inherited his master's working 
materials. 

Type No. 6. 

The body of this fount is great primer (Caslon's standard) 
within a shade, being almost the same as type No. 1. The 
number of sorts in the fount is, for Caxton, very small, 
amounting to only 188. It may be called Caxton's last 
fount, for it came into use in 1489, and was used for books 
up to 1491, the date of Caxton's death. Indeed, there seems 
good reason for supposing that for some time after Caxton's 
death it served his successor, Wynken de Worde. With it 
the following works were printed : — 

TheFaytsof Arms 1489 

Statutes of Henry VII circa 1489 

The Gouvemal of Health circa 1489 

Reynard the Pox, 2nd edition circa 1489 

Blanchardin and Eglantine drca 1489 

The Pour Sons of Aymon cvrca 1489 

Directorium Saoerdotum, 2nd edition .... drca 1489 

EneydoB circa 1490 
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The Fifteen Oes, &c circa 1490 

The Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers 8rd 

edition circa 1490 

The Mirronr of the World, 2nd edition . . . cvrca 1490 

Di^er» Ghostly Matters drca 1490 

The Art and Craft to know well to Die . . . drca 1491 
The Book of Courtesy, 2nd edition .... c^ca 4491 

The Festial, 2nd edition . drca 1491 

QoAtuor Sermones, 2nd edition drca 1491 

The Chastising of God's Children drca 1491 

A Treatise of Love drca 1491 

We have in this fount another remarkable instance of the 
oontrivances employed by the early typefounders. A new 
fount was required, but whether Caxton gave the founders 
instructions concerning its size, or whether the fount was cast 
first, and then sold to our printer, there seems no possibility 
of discoTering ; but this we can prove from the pages them- 
selveSy that tiie greater portion of type No. 6 was made from 
the punches, or from old letters of Cazton's Nos. 2 and 2*. 
The body is rather smaller, nine lines occupying the same 
depth as eight lines of No. 2 ; and it is amusing to observe 
the shifts and contrivances resorted to for reducing those 
letters which, in type No. 2, occupied the ftdl body. For 
instance, the fl, IQ, and fi, have the flourish which passes 
under the letter brought close up to the letter itself. The K 
was also treated in the same way, but the violence used has 
damaged the flourish so much that, in most instances, it broke 
away ; in some cases, however, it remains in a most pitiable 
and crippled condition. The corresponding flourish in the 
18 has been boldly cropped ofip. ^ and g| ^^ strangely 
transformed, evidently by a blow on the soft metal, length- 
wise*. A few characters altogether new appear, and a few 
interpolations from other founts, besides a quaint set of Lom- 
bardic capitals, among which occurs now and then a letter 
from the Lombardic fount used with type No. 5. The total 
number of sorts was 141 . 

But here the question may very naturally be asked. How 
do we know that the books in the foregoing lists which are 
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without date, without place, and without printer's name, 
although printed with the same types as those of Cazton, are 
not really from the workshop of another printer, who had 
obtained his material firom the same source as our printer? 
The evidence is entirely negative, but it is nevertheless very 
strong. 

When a new branch of industry becomes sufficiently deve- 
loped, one of the immediate consequences is a division of 
labour. Thus typefounders became separated from printers, 
as soon as the latter became sufficiently numerous to keep the 
former in constant employment. The earliest printers were 
ahnost of necessity their own typefounders, and it appears 
that they each made or otherwise exclusively possessed those 
patterns of types which they used. There is certainly no 
evidence that prior to the end of the 15th century the types 
of one printer were at the same time in use by another. This 
exclusive use of types has been accepted as a fact by the best 
authorities, and has been of gr^ use to the bibUographer 
in identifying the printer of books sine ulld notd, for a printer 
may thus be recognised at once by his types, just as a man 
may be distinguished by his handwriting. 

THE COMPOSITOR. 
We wiU now suppose a fount of type delivered over to 
the compositors to be laid in the cases, an operation requiring 
much more care than in the present day, on account of the 
numerous double letters and combinations. One effect of the 
combinations would be to equalise the size of the boxes, as 
the letter '^e'' for instance, which now requires the largest 
box, would then most frequently occur in combination with 
one of the consonants, and not be used alone oftener than 
many other letters. Counting the respective numbers used 
of each sort througliout many pages of different books, the 
£act is ascertained that single vowels and single consonants 
were more often required than any one particular combina- 
tion. Arranging a case on the basis that the sorts most in 
use should be placed before the compositor in the position 
most accessible to his fingers, and remembering that in all 



Digitized by 



Google 



THB MASTEB PBdTEB. 128 



the old repreBentations of a ^'case" there ifl no division into 
upper and lower as now, we arrive at the acoompanying phm, 
which ig doubtlesB a tolerably exact representation of a com- 
positor's case as used by Caxton. There are 209 boxes, which 
would lead to some little difficulty in keeping ^' clean cases ;** 
and one need fed no surprise at finding wrong letters so often 
making their appearance in Caxton's pages. The combina- 
tions of m, ni, ufiy nu, tm, m, mi were often found in the 
wrong boxeSy and have brought down to the present day the 
strongest evidence against the usefdlness of logotypes. 

In the earliest representation of a printing of&ce the press 
is always made the most prominent object; very often, how- 
ever, as in Plate YII, with a compartment for the compositor. 
Figure 1 is the earliest instance, and we there see a com- 
positor at work. Before him is the case divided into even 
boxes, and raised on a deft stick is the copy. The composing- 
stick is in his right hand, doubtless owing to the engraver not 
having reversed the drawing from which he copied : it is hdd 
correctly by the man in PL YIII. We have abready noticed 
the use of a composing-stick and setting-rule, and the even- 
ness of lines consequent thereon. It was not adopted at 
Westminster until 1480, although Oaxton must often have 
seen the improved appearance which lines of an even length 
gave to the page in the numerous works previoudy issued 
from all the Continental presses. He would, doubtless, have 
imitated them had his mechanical appliances permitted; but 
we do not find evenness of page until the arrival of type No. 
4, in the year 1480; and then, probably for the first time, 
composing-sticks, setting-rules, and chases were seen in the 
Westminster printing office. Before this the types were 
no doubt, as M. Bernard has shown to be the case in the 
later block books and the early examples of Dutch printing, 
taken straight from their boxes, and placed side by side in a 
sort of coffin, made of hard wood, with a stout bottom, and 
screws at the foot to tighten the page when completed. The 
width of the page could not be extended beyond the internal 
measurement of the ^^ coffin," but might be reduced at plea- 
sure by placing down either dde a straight piece of wood. 
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The depth would be regulated in a similar manner, by yarying 
the thickness of the foot-block against which the screws 
worked. 

Let us, then, imagine the workman with his wooden box 
before him. The further end would be sli^tly raised, to 
keep the types from Ming forward. He begins at the left- 
hand comer, and adding, from the case, letter to letter, soon 
gets to the end of the first line, and, not haying room for the 
next word, makes it quite tight with quadrats or spaces. 
Then comes the second line, and this, as well as all the rest, 
would not be so easy. Placing rough types upan rough types 
admits of very little shifting or adjustment, and to this ^ud, 
I imagine, we must attribute the practice of leaving the lines 
of an uneven length in early books. Any attempt to push 
along the words of a line in order to introduce more space 
between them, without some plan of easing the friction, would 
be certain to break up the line altogether — ^and so the lines 
were left just as they happened to fisdl, whether frill length or 
short. Sometimes, when a word would come into the line 
with a little reduction of the space between the last two 
words, the space was reduced accordingly ; but more often a 
syllable at the end of the line was contracted, such as *' men" 
into "me," or "vertuous" into "vertuo'." Most often the 
compositor, knowing the practice to be understood by his 
readers, would finish his line with just so many letters as his 
measure would take, and accordingly it is common to find 
words divided thus: — ^why-|che th|at w|ymen wjiche 
m|an. But when once the "setting-rule" was brought into 
use all that was altered, and the various words of a line could 
be pushed about, and the spaces between them augmented or 
reduced with ease. Having completed his proper number of 
lines, the foot-piece would be placed after the last line for the 
foot-screws to work upon, and the "form" would be ready 
for press. There being a bottom to the box, nothing could 
ilsdl out, and, although doubtless not very tight in some parts, 
the sloppy ink then used would not, like modem stiff ink, 
draw up any loose letters. 

If the sides of these coffins, or wooden boxes, were equal 
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in height with the types thej enclosed thej wonld, like them, 
leave their mark on the paper. This was the case in some of 
the early Dutch block-books, where the sides of the chase 
appear occasionally printed in the margin. I have searched in 
vain for any marks of the chase in the margins of Gaxton's 
books. But whatever method he used — ^whether he screwed 
up the types in wooden boxes, or whether he used iron chases, 
—one thing is very plain in nearly every book he issued 
either the ^^justification" was bad, or the pages were 'locked 
up" very loosely, for quadrats and spaces are continually 
'^working up" and showing themselves. 

The composing-sticks were originally of hard wood, with- 
out any sliding adjustment ; one set, all the same, were for 
folio pages, another for quarto, another for octavo. 




" Ee^ets," or thin pieces of hard wood the length of a line, 
appear never to have been used. When a "white" line was 
wanted under a chapter head or over a colophon, em quadrats 
were ranged side by side for the purpose, and very often 
capital letters which had been reduced in height for the pur- 
pose, although often not sufficiently. These low capitals 
would often work up while at press, and make undesirable 
appearances in very conspicuous places. For examples the 
reader may examine the " Royal Book," and " Speculimi vit® 
Christi," in the Britkh Museum. 

The "balls" with which the page was inked before taking 
an impression appear to have undergone no change in shape 
or make fix)m the earliest times until the very beginning of 
the present century. When, however, the flexible oomposi- 
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tion now in use was invented it soon sapeneded entirely the 
old plaiiy and now it is a matter of great difficolty to find an 
old pair of balls. These balls were hollow hemispheres of 
wood with a handle. Wool was fitted into the hollow, npon 
which the skin, or ''pelt," was nailed on the side more than 
half-way round; then more wool was pushed in till the skin 
was extended and tight: the last nails were then hammered 
in, and the balls fit for use. 

The page having been completed by the compositor, it 
went to press in its chase or wooden box without any further 
operation. The business of '^ reader ** as yet was not. All 
the workmen's blunders and errors, the turned letters, the 
wrong sorts, and the numerous literal mistakes were left 
uncorrected. Even whole lines were occasionally omitted by 
the workman, and the omission remained throughout the 
edition, affording indisputable evidence that '^ proof sheets" 
after composition were quite unknown. At page 125 of 
Lewis's " Life of Caxton," we read concerning our printer — 
''As he printed long before the present Method of adding the 
Errata at the End of Books was in Use and Practice, so his 
extraordinary Exactness obliged him to take a great deal 
more Pains than can easily be imagined ; for, after a Book 
was printed off, his way was to revise it, and correct the 
Faults in it with red Ink, as they then used to correct their 
written Books. This being done to one Copy, he caused one 
of his Servants to run through the whole Impression, and 
correct the Faults he had noted with a Stanesil or Bed-lead 
Pencil, which he himself afterwards compared with his own 
corrected Copy, to see that none of the Corrections he had 
made were omitted." A most laborious task indeed, had so 
foolish an idea ever entered the mind of so practical a man as 
Caxton, but the whole assertion is a mere fiction, started by 
Bagford, adopted by Lewis, and repeated by every subsequent 
writer, without a shadow of evidence to support it. The only 
books in which manuscript additions were made at the time 
of publication were the "Polycronicon" and "Mirrour of the 
World." The former, in the majority of copies, has the year 
of the world and the regnal year engrossed in red ink on the 
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Tt^e oldest known represmtaiion of a Printing Press, Paris, 1507. 




Luther's Press, Augsburg, 1622. 
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side margioB; and the latter^ in the woodcut of the seven 
concentric circles which represent the astronomical heavensy 
has the names of the celestial spheres written in black ink 
between each circle. But although I have examined about 
fiye hundred of Caxton's books, I have never seen anything 
approaching to a grammatical correction coeval with the date 
•of the book. 

PRESSES, PRESSMEN, AND PRINTING INK. 
The method adopted by the earliest printers to obtain 
impressions from thefar blocks was to lay the sheet to be 
printed on the already inked block, and to rub it carefully. 
Wood-engravers ot the present day take proofs in the safne 
manner. The plan was continued for block printing many 
years after the invention of moveable types. The method 
of obtaming an impression by a direct pressure down- 
wards is generally supposed to have been synchronous with 
the use of moveable types. Mr. Ottley, however, describes 
several of the earliest wood-blocks, which he had no doubt 
were printed by means of a press. Of one he states, '' I am 
in possession of a specimen of wood engraving, printed in 
black oil colour on both sides the paper by a downright pres- 
sure, which I consider to have been, without doubt, printed 
in or before the year 1445.'' There can be no question, 
therefore, that the earliest type jninters found a press ready 
to their hands ; but as we have no description of the mechan- 
ism of the early presses, we must, as in the instance of type 
founding, have recourse to the first dated engravings. The 
earliest representations of a printing-press are found in the 
works of Jodocus Badius Asceusius, the celebrated printer of 
Paris. Two of these are delineated in Plates YII and YIII, 
whereof the earlier is found as a printer's device in the title 
'of a work dated 1607. The large press, Plate IX, having 
upon its basement the date 1520, was taken from the Bagford 
collection, and has hitherto been generally considered as the 
earliest representation of a printing-press. The small press 
was taken from a tract of Luther's dated 1522. The other 
comes also from the Bagford fragments, and appears to be 
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about the middle of the sixteenth oentary, as the mechanism 
of the spindle is evidently improTed. It is represented here, 
however, prindpallj on account of the figure of a type- 
founder seen through a door in the background, a feature 
very rarely pourtrayed : I have not been able to trace the 
work for which this woodcut was designed. In all these 
presses the principle is the same. There is a simple worm 
screw, with a long pin for a lever ; the head of the press and 
the table bear the pressure, and the ''hose," as the transverse 
piece between the screw and the platen was called, served to 
steady the downward pressure. The girths, drum, and handle 
served to run the table out and in, and the tympans and 
Maket were identical in principle, if not in appearance, with 
those now used. In Plate IX we see some of the pressman's 
appliances exposed to view. There is the shears for cutting 
out his tympan-fiheet, and for general purposes ; next to it is 
a pick-brush for cleaning out picks in the type ; a pair of 
compasses for accurately testing the ''furniture" between the 
pages ; and, lastly, a screw point for making " register." 

To each press is assigned two workmen; one is pulling 
lustily at the bar, while the other is distributing ink upon 
the balls previously to beating the form. The two heaps of 
printed and white paper, in Fig. 2, appear to our modem 
notions very awkwardly placed, being both on the off side of 
the press, so that the workman had to reach over the form 
whenever he took up or laid down a fresh sheet of paper. As 
however this peculiarity is represented continually, and so 
late as the seventeenth century, it was doubtless a common 
custom. 

No doubt the ink was better and the impression harder in 
the time of these presses than in Gaxton's time. His ink was 
of the weakest description, and the amount of power required 
for a " puU " of the press proportionately weak, the one neces- 
sitating the other. His presses, in the earlier part of his 
printing career, did not take more than a post folio page; 
and, with a very sloppy ink, the pull, if strong, would have 
made a confused mass of black instead of a legible impression. 
As it is, the ink has been almost invariably squeezed over the 
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edge of tihe letters, and has contorted their shape. Few indeed 
althongh practical men, would imagine the deceptive natoie 
of an impression taken from new types with weak ink and 
l^ht preasore. In sach a case the type appears at one time 
mnch thicker than it is, from the ^^spning" of the ink-r-at 
another time battered, with some portion of it broken — and 
again, to use a technical term, as if it were all '^off its feet." 

The representation of the ^'Printer" in the ''Book of 
Trades," 1569, shows that the presses then were fitted with 
both ''tympana" and "frisket;" and many signs lead to the 
belief that similar appliances were nsed by Oaxton's workmen. 
In short pages we often find a few lines of matter put at the 
bottom, which was blocked ont by the frisket, and answered 
the purpose of a "bearer." Seyeral instances occnr in the 
"Godfrey," at the Public Library, Cambridge; also in the 
" Life of Our Lady," at the British Museum. In " Speculum 
yitSB Christi" we actually find "a bite," half of the bottom 
line remaining unprinted. 

We have already noticed that only one page at a time was 
worked in the earlier part of Oaxton's career, although later, 
at the probable introduction of Wynken de Worde, two pages 
were managed. This necessitated great care in getting the 
unsigned pages in their right places, and that such care was 
needed is proved by several instances of transposition. 

Before leaving this portion of our subject, a peculiarity 
probably connected with the mechanism of the press must be 
noticed. A small hole at the four comers of each sheet 
appears in every book printed with type No. 1. Such holes 
(first noticed by Mr. Tupper), have not been observed in any 
books printed with the kter types, except "Quatre derren- 
nieres choses." The employment of points by modem press- 
men to obtain accuracy of register, and the punctures (called 
"point holes") in the paper, consequent upon the use of 
them, are well known. The holes under notice certainly sug- 
gest a similar practice. 

After due time allowed for the ink to dry upon the paper, 
the printed sheets passed into the hands of the binder, whose 
operations come next under consideration. 

K 
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THE BOOKBINDER. 

The art of bookbinding had not in England, in the fif- 
teenth oentory, reached the perfection seen in the beantifnl 
Continental specimena of the same period. Nor indeed waa 
any uncommon binding required for the cheap productiona 
of Oazton's preaa. Hia aheeta were not^ aa in modem prac- 
tice, preaaed between glassed boarda after being printed, but 
went, without ftarther prooeaa, fix)m the preaa aide to the 
handa of the binder. The few apeoimena whidi hare reached 
ua in a priatine atate ahow the indentation, more or leaa 
diatinct, made bj the typea. The edition of ^^Eneydoa," 
1490, waa hurried through the binder^a handa ao aoon after 
the firat aection (which, containing the prologue and table, 
neceaaarily went to preaa laat) waa printed, that all the leayea 
of that aection, in eyery copy I have aeen, ahow a yery bad 
<<aet-off" fix)m the type on the oppoaite pagea. 

To enable the binder to collate the aheeta of each aection 
correctly, it waa the cuatom, aa weQ with the acribea aa with 
the printera, to place diatinguiahing marks on the first page 
of each aheet; theae were called aignaturea, and aa Caxton 
uaed only 4*^ for hia books, the binder (aa a rule) waa aure 
that when he had got aheeta a), at^ aiH, aiitf together 
hia aection waa complete. Borne printers, who were irregular 
aa to the number of sheets in a section, adopted the plan of 
dgning the centre sheet of every section upon the third aa 
well as the first page, so that the binder by this distinguishing 
mark might directly see the number of sheets intended for 
each section, howeyer great the irregularity. In such caaes 
the 4*^ would be signed on the first fiye rectos, leaving only 
three unsigned. Caxton, however, neyer adopted this plan, 
his sections always containing the same number of unsigned 
aa of signed leaves. The sheets having been collected into 
sections, the signatures served again to collate the sections 
into volumes, the only use for which they are now retained. 
All the early books from Caxton's press are described aa 
unsigned, because the aignaturea were not printed, but 
inserted iu manuscript at the extreme bottom of the page. 
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The modem binder b^fiiiB by folding all his sheets into 
quarto, octavo, &o., aooording to the size of the book, each 
folded sheet making a section; they are then collated and 
bonnd. In Caxton^s books the collation of the sheets pre- 
ceded the folding. It has been already observed that the 
qnarto sizes were treated, both in printing and binding, 
as folio, the paper being cat in half before going to press. 
The type was so arranged that when three, four, or five sheets 
were folded one inside another, qnirewise, the pages should 
be in their proper sequence. The open sheets of each section 
being gathered were knocked even, and folded in the middle. 
This adoption of one plan for books of all sizes was in accord- 
ance with the old usage of the scribes, who necessarily cut 
their vellum sheets to the intended size before the manuscript 
was commenced, and varied their sections from three sheets, 
if very thick, to six or seven, if very thin. The section of 
three sheets was caDed "temio"— of four sheets "quatemus'* 
—of five sheets ''quintemus" — and so on. Oazton adopted 
the ^'quatemus'' or ''quaternion'' for aU Ins books, using a 
larger or smaller section only if the beginning or end required 
it. Wynken de Worde, however, made frequent use of the 
temion. 

From the foregoing remarks we see that the temion and 
quaternion must necessarily be arranged in the order of the 
following diagrams, by consulting which the reader may easily 
know the pages belonging to any given sheet. 

A Tiaunoir— Three sheets of paper folded in half, quire- 
wise, or one inside another. This gives six leaves, or twelve 
pages. 




A QuATEBjnoK— Four sheets of paper folded in half, 
qnirewise, or one inside another. This gives eight leaves, 
or sixteen pages. 

k2 
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If ihsB arrangement be kept in mind it will be found very 
nfleful in many ways. For instance, it is often important to 
know whether a leaf preceded the first printed page, and, if 
so, whether the blank leaf found in many volumes is that 
leaf. It is plain that if a quaternion was adopted for the 
first section, then the first and the eighth leaf would belong 
to the same sheet of paper; and therefore if sig. a8 had a 
watermark sig. a j should not haye any; if aij had a water- 
mark, a 7 should be without, and so on with a iij and a 6, and 
with a iiij and a 5, where we arriye at the middle sheet of the 
section, and where a careftd examination in the fold will cer- 
tainly show the thread of the binder, always a true sign of 
the centre. These indications are often the only decisive 
evidence of the completeness or incompleteness of a volume, 
and enable us to decide, even where printed signatures are 
wanting, the true collation of a book. 

Catchwords are not found in any of Gazton's books, 
although here and there a word by itself at the foot of a 
page may look very like one ; but in every instance this word 
will be found to form an integral part of the text, and there- 
fore in no sense a catchword, which by its very nature must 
be treated as the first word of the next page. 

In paper manuscripts of the fifteenth century it is not 
uncommon to find vellum used for the inmost sheet of each 
section, or to find a slip of parchment pasted down the 
centre of each section. This was to give an increase of 
strength to the back where the binder's thread would be 
likely to tear through the paper. Instances where these slips 
are used are common in *^ unwashed " specimens from Caxton's 
press. The manuscript volume at Althorp, containing " Pro- 
positio,'' is treated so throughout, and in the quarto poems at 
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Cambridge ihe marks of the paste, where the dip was torn 
away at the rebinding of the Tolnme, are yery visible. 

The earliest pictorial representation of a binder at work is 
displayed in the little ''Book of Trades," to which reference 
has already been made ; but as there is nothing in it peculiar 
to the age we will pass on to the material of the covers. This 
was very frequently only a stiff piece of parchment, with the 
edges turned in, and a blank leaf pasted down inside as a 
lining. A few books still remain in this state, just as issued 
from the ''Bed-pale" by Oaxton. Such are the copies of 
"Tully de Senectute" in Queen's College, Oxford; the "Art 
and Craft," " Directorium," and the " Game and Play of the 
ChesB," in the Bodleian ; and the " Godfrey of Boloyne" in the 
library of Mr. Holford. K intended to be more durable, Caxton 
used "boards" sometimes made of oak, or beech, and some- 
times (fortunately for bibliographers) of waste sheets from the 
press pasted together. These were covered with brown sheep- 
ddn, upon which was a simple pattern of circles, or crosses, 
or dragons, &c. Instances may still be seen in the 2nd edition 
of the "Festial" at the British Museum; in the "Serritium 
de Transfiguratione," lately purchased for the same library ; 
in the 2nd edition of the " Mirrour of the World," at Bristol ; 
and at other libraries. In the last-mentioned volume four 
leaves of the unique " Fifteen Oes " were used as linings for 
the inside of the boards. An account of a " Boethius," of 
which the interior of the covers was composed entirely of 
"waste sheets," is given in the description of that work. 

When bound, we may consider that the book was generally 
ready for delivery to the purchaser. It was so with aU Caxton's 
later publications, but the earlier books still required the 
services of the rubrisher. 

THE ILLUMINATOR, THE RUBRISHER, AND THE 
WOOD-ENGRAVER. 

It has ah-eady been noticed that, in the latter half of the 
fifteenth century, the great development of book manufacture 
led to a corresponding division of labour. Thus in Bruges 
we find there yrere Sorwers, or persons who wrote the text 
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only of books, V0rUeht$rs, or Babriahen, who probaUy con- 
fined their attention to illuminated capitals, and VinghetU 
makers (miniatorea), who were artists capable of designing 
and painting subjects. In only one instance do the books of 
Oaxton suggest the idea that the services of the Vmghstt$ 
maker were to have been employed. At the commencement 
of his edition of Oower^s '' OonfiBSsio Amantis " (sig. 1, 4), the 
prologue of the author is begun more than half-way down 
the page. The blank was evidently intended for a design of 
some sort, possibly for a large woodcut, after the fashion of 
Ck>lard Mansion, who printed all the great cuts to his '' Ovid'* 
by a separate working. As a rule, however, Caxton's books 
required no help from the vinghette maker, although he 
certainly employed, so late as 1485, the services of a rubrisher, 
to insert the initial letters at the beginning of chapters, and 
to make paragraph marks in appropriate places. For thia 
purpose a vermilion ink was nearly always used, although 
occasionally a light blue alternated. For the initial of the 
first chapter a square space was left equal to the depth of four 
or five lines of type: for succeeding chapters a space of two 
lines was generally considered sufficient. 

The first use of woodcut initials was in 1484, after which 
year th^ were never (except on rare occasions when a sort 
ran short) omitted. Cazton had only two or three of each 
letter, and sometimes only one, as may easily be seen by the 
recurrence of a particular initial. Some of them have their 
heavy blackness relieved by a few white dots punctured in 
the &ce of the letter, a practice frequently adopted by the 
Qerman school to lighten the groundwork of early woodcuts. 
Oaxton's initials are varied in shape, and often elegant in 
design, but with the exception of the floriated A at the begin* 
ning of the ^^ Order of Chivalry," and ^'.ffisop," and perhiqM 
the 18 in *' Eneydoe,'' they demand no especial notice. A few 
of them are given here. 

The woodcut illustrations to Caxton's books have not 
received much attention from the writers on the early lubK 
tory of wood engraving. Strutt, Singer, and Ottley in his 
** Enquiiy ^ have omitted to notice them, Dibdin and Jackson 
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haye devoted a few pages to their eonrideration ; and Ottlejr, 
in the pofithamona work on the *^ Invention of Printing/' has 
some intereeting remarks on the early use of the art in Eng- 
land. His opinions are enforced by a fecsimile of some mde 
woodcuts in his own possession, which he believed to have 
been ezecnted ss early as the celebrated S. Christopher of 
1428. From his argaments we may oondade that although 
no great amount of vitality can be attributed to the art of 
wood engraving in England in the early part of the fifteenth 
century, it nevertheless was known and practised by native 
artists; and that the use of native talent for Gaston's books 
was therefore possible. 

At the same time it requires no artistic education to see 
that there is a great similarity in general appearance between 
the illustrations in some of the early Dutch books, and the 
woodcuts of Oaxton's ^' Chess Book," '^Gblden Legend," and 
others. In the '^Troy Book," folio, printed at Augsburg in 
1488, and the French-printed ''.Slsop," 1476, the broad out- 
line and heavy black feet of the figures at once suggest a 
similarity of style if not identity of artist. But whether 
Carton's cuts be native or foreign there can be little doubt 
of the origin of the designs. His artist merely copied the 
outlines found in the manuscript from which the book was 
being (or to be) printed. At that period there were a certain 
number of standard works always in demand, and for each of 
these the illuminators had a conventional treatment, which 
appears repeated over and over again in different books. To 
those who have examined the illuminated manuscripts of the 
fifteenth century, executed in the Low Countries (of which 
there are numerous examples in the Royal Collection of the 
British Museum), the identity of design and treatment in 
Oaxton's engravings wiU be evident. 

It is somewhat remarkable that woodcut illustrations pre- 
ceded the use of woodcut initials in Caxton's books by about 
four years. In the ** Fables of .^!sop," 1484, we meet with 
printed initials fbr the first time, while woodcuts, illustrative 
of the text» had been used in great abundance for the '^Golden 
L^iend," the '' Chess Book," the '' Hirrout of the World," 1st 
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edition^ and ^* Parviu et Hagnnfl Oatho/' the last dating abont 
1481. 

The following is a list of all the books printed hj Gazton • 
with woodcat illufitrations :— 

Parnifi et Magnus Catho,) , ,^, ^ ^ , . /X^^t 

Srdedit. ... :} 1481? Two designs. ^^M 

Mirrour of the World, Iflt) , ,^, ^^ ^ . ^^^5 

^j. > 1481 Numerous designs. NB«>^ 

The Game and Play of the) _^ , „. 
Chess, 2nd edit. . .* . 1 1*81 ? Sixteen designs. 

Golden Legend .... 1484 Very numerous designs. 

Canterbury Tales, 2nd edit. 1484 Very numerous designs. 

^ f Very numerous designs. 

^^^P ^*^^i Initials first used. 

Order of Ohivahy . . . 1484 Large floriated a. 

Royal Book 1487 ? Seven small designs. 

Speculum vitae Christi . . 1488 ? Numerous designs. 

Doctrinal of Sapience . . 1489 Two designs. 

TT o_i J.. ,^«/vo f-^ fragment, with one 

HorsB, Srdedit 1490? | ^^j|^ 

Servitium Transfiguratione 1490 ? One small design. 

rni. TVA. r^ ^ .«^ o f The Crucifixion cut and 

ThePifteenOes. . . . 1490?| ^^^^ 

Mirrour of the World, 2nd) , ^^^^ ^, , x • ^ a 
^j. 5- 1490 ? Old cuts reprmted* 

Divers Ghostly Matters . 1490 ? One small design. 

Had Oaxton's opportunities allowed, he would probably 
have used the wood-engraver's art to a much greater extent. 
The above table shows that in 1481, when he first employed 
woodcuts, he also discontinued them : that in 1484 he again, 
for one year only, used them; and that in 1487 they took a 
pennanent position in his typography. This seeming capri- 
dousness was probably owing to the difficulty eq^erienoed i& 
obtaining the services of a wood engraver. 

The engravings in 1481, 1484, and partly in 1487-8^ 
appear to have oome flrom the hadd of the same artist. In 
the last year, however, we find considerable improvement, as 
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shown in the fllnstrations to the *^ Boyal Book^'' and *^ Specn- 
lum Vit8B Ohristi ;" but Caxton's best specimen of the wood- 
engrayer's art, and one which has been much praised by 
Dibdin, and especiallj Jackson, for its composition and 
feeling, is the well-known " Crucifixion." This design is fre- 
quently seen in the books of Wynken de Worde, who received 
great credit for it until its earlier use was discoyered as a 
frontispiece to Oaxton's " Fifteen Oes." 

The largest woodcut known to haye been used in Gaxton's- 
books is the Assembly of Samts, at the beginning of all the 
editions of the '' Gk)lden Legend/' and the smallest, of which 
there are four, are found in illustrations to the text in the 
" Speculum yit» Christi." 

This portion must not, however, be dismissed without a 
few words upon that most interesting of all Caxton's wood- 
cuts, the large device. Gaxton used but one; the small 
devioe, of a similar design, which is commonly attributed to 
him, and which is first seen in the ^* Chastising of Gk)d's 
Children," being certainly not earlier than 1491. 

The interpretation of the device offers a question by no 
means of easy solution. The common reading II28* CC« 74, 
meaning William Caxton, 1474, is, I think, correct, and we 
may dismiss, as unworthy of serious notice, the suggestions 
that the figures should be reversed to read 1447, or that the 
74 or 47 refer to Caxton's age and not to a particular year. 
The problem to be solved is, does the design mean 74, and if 
if so, why did Caxton use the ^ear 1474 on his devioe ? 
Bibliographers have hitherto assumed that it must be in 
reference to the introduction of printing into England, and 
quote the colophon to the 1st edition of the ** Chess Book " in 
support of the argument. But, as already shown, the date of 
the *' Chess Book" refers to the translation of the work, the 
printing having been certainly accomplished at Bruges, and 
probably in 1476, Caxton's settlement at Westminster not 
having occurred until late in that year, or in 1477. 

On the whole i£ seems most natural that a date used in 
that manner would refer to some turning point in Cazton's 
typographical career; and I therefore believe that the old 
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reading of 1474 is correct, and that the reference is to the 
date of printing ''The Eecayell/' which, although trandated 
in 1471, was circulated for a considerable time in manuscript 
only. Oaxton certainly learnt the art while assisting to print 
this book: it appears also from his description that it was 
the iSrst-fruit of his authorship, and at the same time the 
first book printed in his native language — ^all which drchm- 
stances might lead him to look back upon 1474 as an epoch 
to be commemorated. 

The theory has been started that the so-called figures are 
not meant as such, but are only a fimcifdl interlacement of 
linesy such as may often be seen in fifteenth-century merchants' 
marks ; that Oaxton did not make his figures like these, nor 
would he hayo used Arabic figures but ftill Roman numerals 
for any date he wished to note. In &ct that this design is 
simply Gazton's trade mark, which he used as a merchant, 
rcTiyed with ornamentations. The reader must judge for 
himself: certainly, in the form adopted by Wynken de Worde, 
who used them all his life, the 74 are much less like Arabic 
figures than in Caxton's deyice. 

The opinion that the interlacement is a trade mark only 
is much strengthened by the discoyery of its original use. 
In 1487, Caxton wishing to print a Sarum Missal, and not 
having the types proper for the purpose, sent to Paris, where 
it was printed for him by W. Maynyal, who in the colophon 
states plainly that he printed it at the expense of William 
Oaxton, of London. Wheif the printed sheets reached West- 
minster, Oaxton wishing to make it quite plain that he was 
the publisher, engraved his design and printed it on the last 
page, which happened to be blank. This is the first occasion 
on which it is known to have been used. The unique copy 
of this Missal is in the possession of Stephen Legh, Esq., M.P. 

The following list of books in which the device is found 
shows that it was not until the end of Oaxton's typographical 
life that he adopted this distinguishing mark. 

Missale ad Usmn Sarum ' . . . . 1487 

Speculum vitse Ohristi ckea 1488 

I>3ctrinal of Sapience I48d 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE ICABTEB fKDmSB. 189 



The History of Beynard the Fox, 2nd edition . drca 1489 

Directorimn Sacerdotum^ 2nd edition .... drca 1489 

EneydoB 1490 

The Dictes and Sayings of the PhilosopherSy 8rd 

edition circa 1490 

The MiTEoar of the World, 2nd edition . . . drca 1490 

Diyers Ghostly Matters . drca 1490 

The Festial, 2nd edition drca 1490 

Fonr Sermons, 2nd edition drca 1490 

St Katherine of Senis drca 1491 

The magnum opus of Caxton was undoubtedly the edition 
of ''The Golden Legend," 1484. The translation alone of 
this great work must haye been no slight task, while, as to 
number of leaves and size of both paper and printed page, it 
&r exceeded his edition of ''King Arthur,'' which was the 
next largest. The smallest pieces of his printing now extant 
are " The Advertisement " and the " Indulgences." 

The commercial results of Carton's trade as a printer are 
unknown ; but as the fees paid at his burial were £eu- above 
the average, and as he evidently held a respectable position in 
his parish, we must conclude that hi^business was profitable. 
The preservation of the '' Cost Book " of the Bipoli press has 
already been noticed, and some extracts of interest translated 
therefrom. We may presume that Caxton also kept exact 
accounts of his trade receipts and expenditure, and if such 
were extant the many doubts which now surround the opera- 
tions of his printing-office would be definitely solved. We 
should then know the price at which he sold his books, how 
many pence he asked for his small quarto '' quayers" of poetry, 
or Ids pocket editions of the "Hor»" and "Psalter," how 
many shillings were required to purchase the thick folio 
volumes, such as " Canterbury Tales," "King Arthur," Ac. 
That the price was not much dearer than that paid for good 
editions now, we may infer from the rate at which fifteen 
copies of the '^Golden Legend" sold between 1496 and 1500. 
These realised an average price of 6«. 8^. each, or about 
£2 ISs. 4J, of modem money, a sum by no means too great 
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for a large illuBtrated work. This, however, would depend on 
the number of copies considered necessary for an edition, 
which probably yaried according to the nature of the work. 
On a blank leaf in the 1st edition of '^Dictes,'' at Althorp, is 
written, apparently by Bagford, "N.B. — Gaxton printed 44 
books, 25 of which were with Dates, and 19 without." One 
would imagine that so definite a statement must have had 
some foundation, but it appears to rest entirely on the writer's 
bare assertion. Some foreign printers issued so many as 275 
or 800 copies of editions of the *' Olassics," but it is not pro- 
bable that Caxton ventured upon so large an impression, as 
the demand for his publications must have been much more 
restricted. 
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MKRCEBS' BBCOSDS.— WABDBN8' ACCOimTS. 



-**'■'■'■'* -j'y' 



(Meromre SaU, London.) 




FOLIO Volume in the ArduTet of the Meioera' 
GcnniMuij, writteQ on perchment by Tariou ■cribes 
in tiie 14t]| and 15th Cflntoriet, extending from 
1844 to 1464. The contents of the Tolome inclode 
— ft rent-roll— the oeth of hoiueholden— of linen 
cloth meten— of liyeiTmen— of bcethren— of broken 
—-of fti^rentices on tiieir entiy and iime— of free- 
men—an almanack— «nd the balancendieets of the 
whole Company. 

The acoomits of the receipts and dishnnementB of the Company are 
annual, and reckoned hj the regnal year of the King. Theee acconnti 
are generally made np nnder the following heads :— The annual fee of 
erery lireryman— fees paid on the entries of apprentices — ^fees paid on 
the issaes of apprentices — fines — qoit-rents — general expenws — and 
foreign expenses. The last head comprises all payments made for goods 
and senice not included in the legitimate business of the Company. 



Oath taken by Caxton on *' issuing'' from his apprenticeship. 

Ye shall swere that ye shal be true ynto cure liege lorde the kyng 
and to his heires kynges/ ye shaU also be obedient & Redy to come at all 
leffull Snmonns & Wamyng of the Wardenis of the mercery/ whan and 
as often as ye be duly monysshed & warned by them/ or by any of them/ 
by their Bedell/ or by ony other in their name/ leffull excuse alwey 
except/ All Ordynaunces & Rules by the ffeliship of the meroeri 
Ordeyned made and stablished and here after for the wele worship ft 
profltt of the seid jfeliship to be made/ ye shall holde and kepe/ All 
ecncacons neoessarij Ordynaunces and Cownoels for the wel&re of the 
seid ffeliship and the secrets therof to yon shewed/ ye shall kepe secrete 
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& holde for conndell/ and them ne onj of Uieym to diacoTer or sbew bj 
oQy meane or coUoor vnto aaj peraoone or persoones of onj other ffeli- 
ship. Ye shall also be oontribntory to all charges to you putt by the 
wardeins 9t fieliahip ft to here ic pay yo' parte of diarge sett for yo^ 
degre like as other of the same ff eliship shall do for their degre. Moreon 
ye shall not departe onte of the seid ffeliship for to serre ne ye shall not 
accompany yon w* ony pecsoone or persoones of ony other feliship vher- 
throngh preindice k. hurte may in ony wise growe ynto the seid ffeliship 
of the merceiy And on tbis ye shall swere that dnring the tyme of your 
semyce ye shall neither bey ne sell for yo^ owne self ne for ony other 
persone ne that ye shall Receiye ony goodes or marchandise by ony collonr 
belonging mto ony other p'soon tiian oonly to yo^ maist whiche that ye 
now seme or shall seme w^ne the ffeliship of ye mercerie except by 
his speciall license & will And also that ye shall not take ony shop boos 
ch'mbre seller ne warehons by ony collo' for to ocnpie byeing and sellyng 
mto snche tyme as that ye haye ben w^ the wardeins of the mercery for 
the tyme beyng and by oon of hem for shopholder amytted sworn and 
entred Ke that ye shall take ne bane ony apprentice or ony se f or to 
ocapye mto that he by yon vnto oon the seid Ward, for apprentice first 
presented ft by the seid Wardein so amytted All which poynts & eny of 
hem to y power wele k truly ye shall hold & kepe so help yon god kc. 



The oath administered to Cazton upon taking op his freedouL 

Ye shall swere that ye shal be good and trew mto o' liege Lord 
kyng of Englond and to his Eyres kyngs/ obeisannt k obedyent to the 
Mayor k to the minysters of this Cite/ The ffnmchises and Cnstnmes 
thereof ye shal maynteyne and the cite kepe harmles in that that in yon 
is/ ye shall be contribntary to al mani" charges w* in this cite as somons 
watches contribncions taskes tallays lotte and skotte and all other charges 
here yo'' parte as ony other frema shall/ ye shall colo' no foreyns good 
wherby the kyng might lose his custnme or his auanntage/ Ye shall 
know no foreyn to bey sell nor merchandise w* another fforeyn within 
this Cite nor the f rannches therof bnt ye wame the Chanmberleyn therof 
or some mynysters of the chamber/ ye shall emplede no frema out of 
this Cite while ye mow hare right k lawe here within/ ye shall take none 
apprentice but if he be fre borne and for no lesse time than for rij yers/ 
within the first yere ye shall do hym be enrolled and at the termes end 
ye shall make hym fre if he hare wele and traly serred yon/ ye shall also 
kepe the peace/ in yo' owne persone/ ye shall know no gaderyngs con- 
venticles nor conspiracies made ayenst the peace bnt ye wame the Maier 
thereof k let it to yo^ power All these poyntes ye shall wele and traly 
kepe accordyng to idl the Lawes k Castomes of this Cite to yo' power so 
help yon god and holidame k by this Boke/ 
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1848. 



The Fellowship in the 22iid year of Edward ni nmnbered 4 Wardens 
and 101 Liyerymen, and in this year among those who paid their fees 
appear — 



Theobald de Canston 
Nichol de Canston 
Roger de Canston 



Richard de Canston 
Michael de Canston 
William de Canston 
Henry de Canston 
Also in the 2nd year of Henry VI. — Steryn Canston. 

1401. 

Under the 2nd year of Heniy IV, among the " Entrees des Appren- 
tices," is— -William Canston/ Appr. de Thos. Qedeney . . . ij s 

1427—1428. 

Under the 6th year of Henry VI the name of Robert Large appears 
for the first time. 

Cest la compte de John Whatley, 'Robert Large, Thomas Bataill, et 
John Fidinyll fait alffeste de Seint John Baptist Ian yj™* aps. le con- 
qnest en qnils ils estoient gardeins de la mistere del mercerie come piert 
apres. 

Under the same year, among ** Entrees des Apprentices," — 

Robert Halle { * -*_» j t» i lx 

Randolf Streetef^PP"^^*^**^^*'^ ' ' ' '"^" 

1480—1431. 

Under the 9th year of Henry VI, among the " Entrees des Appren- 
tices,"— 

Item ress. de Thoms Nyche appfit de Rob^ Large . ij s 
Item ress. de Rich Bonifannt appnt de Rob^ Large ) .... 
Item de James beton appnt de dit Rob^ .... 1 "^ 

1481—1482. 

The following item is from the Warden's Receipts in tiie 10th year 
of Henry VI.— 

Item. lis soy chargent qilz onnt ressn de Thos. Stannton ffrere et 
Attone de Robert Large de monye qnil ad ressn ontre mere en ptie de 
paiement de les xU prestres a John Wavyn pies gardenis de Ian passe. 

1436—1486. 

Among the Entries of Apprentices in the 14th year of Henry VI. — 
It de Henr. Onkmanton le aprentice de Robert Large ij a 

Ti 
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1437—1488. 

Among the Issnes of ApprenticcB in the 16th year of Henry VI. — 

It Randolffe Streete Uippiitice de Robert Large . . ij s 
Among the entries for the same year — 

Itwi^cfxfltonl^^^^^^PP"*^*^ • "^J" 

1438—1489. 

Among the Wardens' Receipts in the 17th year of Henry VI. — 

It lis aoy chargeont poor argent ressu p' fynes de dins persones en 
lo' temps p>^ COS qils faatent de chinachier onesqz le mair Robert large. 

In the same acconnt, nnder ^ fforein expenses.'* 

Item paie a xyi tmmpetts le xxix i' doctobre Ian xyiiji»« dn dit Roy 
Hen yj»* ponr le chinachee de Robert large maij t li yi s riij d 

1440—1441. 

From the Warden's Receipts in the 19th year of Heniy VI. — 
It ils soy chargeont pour argent rescue des Execntos Robert large del 
legace dn dit Robert xx li 

In the same year nnder the Issue of Apprentices — 

It Thomas Neche qui fnist appntice de Rob^ large . . ij s 
In the next year, onder the Issue of Apprentices — 

It Rich Bone&mt q fnist appntice de Rob^ large . . ij s 

1442—1443. 

Among the Issues of Apprentices in 21 Henry VI. — 

Xrofer Heton appntice de Rob^ large ij s 

Among the Entries — 

Richard large appntice de Geffrey Felding . . . . ij s 
Among the Issues of Apprentices in 22 Henry VI. — 

John Harrowe appntice de Robert large ij s 

Among the Issues of Apprentices in 26 Henry VI. — 

Richard Caxton* s'nnt de John Harrowe ij s 

1448—1449. 

In Foreign Expenses for the 27th year of Henry VI. — 

To Richard Burgh for berynge of a I're our the See vj s yiij d 

1460—1461. 

Under Foreign Expenses in the 29th year of Henry VL — 

Item. Paid to John Stnbbes for Feiys to the Gentilwoman of the 

Dnchesse of Burgeyn yj d 

Item paid to Hewe Wyche for a writ directe to Sandewyche for the 

Gownys of the Gentil womans of the duches of Burgeyn ij s yj d 
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Lan dn grace m cccc liij Et del Roy Herry sizme puis le con- 
qneste xxxj« 

Under the heading " Entre en la Ijvere pm' An" — 

It Emond Redeknape TJ a Tiij d 

It™ Richaert Burgh yj 8 viij d 

It™ William Caxton yj s yiij d 

These names haye heen erased with the pen, and the following memo- 
randum added beneath—" qz int' debitores in fine copotg." 

In the list of persons fined ''qils fautent de cMuachier ouesqne le 
mair Geffrey Felding" in the same year are the names of— 

William Caxton ii j s iii j d I Thomas Biyce iij s iiij d 
Richard Burgh iij s iiij d I William Pratt iij s iiij d 

1462—1463. 

Under Foreign Expenses in the 2nd year of Edward TV. — 
Item for botehyre for to shewe to ye lords of ye consell the I're y* 
came from Caxton k, ye felaship by yonde ye See yj d 

1464—1^6. 

At the end of the Wardens' Acoonnt for the 4th year of Edward lY. — 

Bettours. 
Item. Ye ffelaship by yende ye see for yeir patents xlyij 11 x d 
Among the Foreign Expenses for the same year — 
Item to Jenyne Bakker, Curronr, for berying of a letter to Caxton 
oyir ye see xxyiij s yiij d 

1465. 

• 

[Folio c xlj recto.] Anno xiiij* lxy« . 

Goorte bolden of the hole felyshipp the xyij^ daye of octobr' the 
yere aboae written. 

****** 

A lettre sent on Welboloned we grete yon well certifiyng yone that 
the see. as towchyng the conyendon of the lordes that was 

appoynted to begyn at sent Omers the first daye of 
the p'sent moneth of October/ the whiche we trusted 
yppon/ it is so that it holdith not/ Nen the lesse oure souaign lords the 
l^ng Remembryng that thentrecourse expired the ffirst day of Nouembre 
next oomyng/ hath written a letter to the maire of london/ whereof ye 
shall reoeyne a copye closed in this letter/ And where as the kyng by 
his lettre willeth thai snche a p'sone as shulde go in message for the bro- 
gadon of thentrecours sholde be p'rided in snche fourme as ye may con- 
ceyye by the lettre it is tfaoagth here that it is not oure parte here in the 
Citie to take yppon y« a mater of so grete weyght where that all tymes 

l2 
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hero to fore the kyng by thaTiae of his lords of his Coimoell hsTe made 
ihe p'yision in that behalfe and yppon this we have labored to the mayre 
w^ the wardens of dins felyshippes aventerers that he will write an 
annsware to the kyng of his lettre in the most plesnnt wise that he can 
that it will pleas his highnes by tharise of his Cooncell to p'ride for this 
mater for the weall of all his snbietts/ wherfore consideryng that the day 
oomyth nygh Tppon and how that the kyngs wiytyng and his message 
shalbe spedde from hens we are not certen/ wherf or we pray yone for the 
welle of alle the kyngs snbietts by thayise of the felishipp there in as 
goodly hast as ye can labo>^ for a meane by the whiche yo^ p'soncs k 
goods may be in snretie for a reasonable tyme/ and in the mene whyle 
there com wrytyng from the kyng to the dnke/ or eles from the dnke to 
the kyng if it will so happen for p'rogacion of the same/ and snche costs 
as ye do yppon the snytt we will that they be generally levied there in 
sadie man and fonrme as ye seme most expedient/ written kc 

John lambert John Warde ) p-.*^^.-- 
a W. Caxton. John Baker John Albnrgh J ^^*<'*»" 

1466. 

[Folio C xliiij.] 

Conrte of adrenterers holden the iij^ (sic) day of Jnne A« xiiij<' Ixvj. 
ffor a lettre send Hit is accorded by the said felishipp for by canao of a 
from Caxton lettre send from William Caxton and theryn a Copye 
Gonemo'- of a lettre sent to the said William by therle of 

Warwike for thabstinens of bying Wares forboden 
in the dnkes londes of Borgoyne by acte of plement that a lettre shalbe 
made and sent to the said William by the Cnstoses and Adventerers 
whiche is made and sent in the fonrme following &c 

A lettre send Right trosty Sir We grete yone well/ lettyng yone 
on to Caxton witt the daye of makyng of this We receyved a lettre 
goano^- from yon directed to the mayre and ts written at 

Bmdgs the xxrij^ daye of maye last past and theryn 
closed a oopye of a letter directed to yone from onre good lorde therie of 
Warwik whiche we bane well vnderstonde k. conceyred/ and oppened it 
to onr felishipp for whiche we desire and praye yone/ in that yone is to 
consider and fulfill thentent made by acte of p'lement and the specisll 
desire of onre forsaid lorde for the publiqne weall of this lands and that 
due inqneranncc be made there in that yone is for the oomplyshment of 
the same/ as right reqnyreth/ we willyng in no kynde the saide acte to 
be broken nor hnrte by non of onre felyshipp in that vs is and that the 
p'sones founds qnycly yf any snche be as god forbede that ye do cop- 
recion after th ordenance there made and thentent of yo^ lettre and as 
for yo^ desire of annsware of the lordes intent here as yitt we can not 
Tnderstonde their disposidon bat as aone as we have knowlege ye shall 
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luuM wittyng and as for the lettres that ye write ye shulde, sent from 
eeint Omen we reoeyned non as yitt and as for any ioperdy tiiat shnlde 
fall ye shall ynderstonde it ther soner than we here/ and if we knowe of 
any ye shall hare wrytyng &c. 

Writ at london the iij^ day of Jane/ 

J. Tate/ J. Marshall/ Ed. BetU k 
J. Bronn Cnstoses of the mercery 
& thaventerers of the same, 
a Will» Caxton Gnno' de la nac9 deng^ 
EnYoye p' symond presto le iiij^ io^ de Jane. 

1468. 

[Folio xij recto.] Anno xiiij® Ixyiij*- 
Pamonesasfflged Coorte holden the ix daye of Septembr the yere abone 
to go in ambas- writte hit was accorded and agreede thot for asmoche 
sate by the as the kyng k his Connsell desyred of the folisshipp 
kynges com- to hane certen p'sones of the same to go on in Am- 
maondment bassatt w* dins Knbassatoe into flaanders as for the 

enlargyng of Wollen clothe that theis persones ynder- 
written shnlde be p'sented to the kynges highnes k> his Coancell/ they to 
do as shall pleas them/ 

William Redeknape 
John Pykeryng 
William Caxton 
[Same Folio and year.] 
Mony assigned Coorte holden the xxyiij daye of Septebr* the yere 
to the said am- . abone said 

bassatos for hit is accorded that William Redenape and John 
theire Costi. Pykeryng shall hane in honde xl li st'Iing towarde 

thoire costs & charges for thambaasatt of thenlargyng 
of Wc^en clothe in the Dake of Bnrgnn londes whiche shalbe leyde onte 
of the candith mony at this tyme receyned vnto the tyme another Coorte 
be had fbr the p'rision of Uie same by the adrise of the Aldermen of 
onre Myshipp. 



MERCERS' RECORDS.— RENTER WARDEN'S ACCOUNTS. 
(Jiercert^ Hall, London,) 

A folio Volnme on paper, in the Archives of the Mercers' Company, 
written in the 15th Centory, being a eontinnation, on a different plan, of 
the "Wardens' Accoonts." 

It appears that abont 1463-4 the wealth of the Mercers, especially in 
honses and lands, had so mach increased, that it was foand oonrenient 
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to appomt one oat pf the four Wfurdens, whose bnaiiieflB it ahoald be to 
keep an account of the Company's estate. Aocordmgly ereiy year a 
"Kenter Warden'' was chosen; and from this period the Rent-roll is 
the main f eatare in the books, the sum total only of the Fees and Ex- 
penses of the Company appearing under their sepaxate heads. 

1463^1464. 

Under « Qwyterents."— 3rd Edward IV. 

Item paid to ye Chamberleyn of Westm' for y« pye at S Martyns 
Otewich for iiij t'm« at Est' A^ iij«* xx s 

1461—1465. 
4th Edwaid IV. 

Item to ye m' of S Giles in y« ffeld for teni^ at 8 Martyns Oteswich 
TJ s viij d 
Item to y« Chamberleyn of yabbey of Westm' fer ye same xx s 

1467—1468. 
7th Edward IV. 

Item paid for Bep'ac» done at S Martyns Oteswich as ap'ith by ye 
pap' of yaoopts/ as in tyleng and oy yings xx s vj d ob9. 

1476. 

Ao xiiij c IxxY. Under the head " Discharge by Qwyterents of the 
mercery." 

Paid to the Chambleyn of Wesf for the pye xx s 

Same year. Under " Qwyterents of Whet' " (Whittington). 

The Ward" of O' lady brethered of seint Mai^^aret at Westm' t s 

1477. 

A« xiiij c Ixxvij. Under " Qwyterents of Whetyngton." 
It' of the Waxdeyns of O'lady brethered of Seint Margarets at 
Westminster t s 

1484. 
Under "Qwyterents." 

Itm to the Qiawmburleyn of west' for the grehound iii j s TJ d 

Under " Other paiements." 
Eor a doner kept at the grehound at the yisitacion of 

the lyuelod xxyj s viij d 

Itm for wesshyng of a tabyll cloth ij d 

A<> xiiij c Ixxxiiij Under the same. 

It of the ward* of o^ lady brethered of seint marg'ets at Westemest' 
for their tent^ in Aldermare y s 
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THE WILL OF ROBERT LARGE, 

Citlsen of London and Mercer— dated 11th April, 1441— translated from 
the original copy in the book, called ** Boose," formerly deposited in the 
FrerogatiYe Court, Doctors' Commons, and now in the Probate Registry 
of the High Court of Justice. 

TRANSLATION. 

Jffi % ilamr of 0^9 Smen. On the eleyenih Day of the month 
of April in the Year of our Lord One Thousand CCCC and forty one 
in the nineteenth Tear of King Henry the Sixth after the conquest 
I Robert Large Citizen and Mercer of the City of London being in 
perfect health and memory do hereby make execute and ordain my Will 
fai this manner First I bequeath and commend my Soul to Almighty 
GOD my Creator and Sariour to the Blessed Virgin Mary His Mother 
and to all the Saints and my body to be buried in the parish Church of 
St Glare in the Old Jewry London to wit in the same place in which 
the body of Elizabeth my late wife lies buried which my body being 
buried I will and bequeathe first and principally that all and singular my 
debts shall be faithfully and entirely paid in full And afterwards I 
bequeath to the High Altar of the said Church of St. Glare that the 
Vicar of the same shall specially pray for the good of my soul C s Also 
I bequeath for the use of the structure of the same church to be applied 
whererer it shall be most requisite according to the sound discretion of 
the parishioners twenty marcs Also I leave twenty pounds for my 
executors to buy one set of restments to be chosen according to the 
judgment of the aforesaid parishioners and such set of restments I will 
to remain in the said church of St. Glare to serre for the glory of GOD 
so long as they shall last Also I bequeath two hundred marcs for the 
purpose of providing a Chaplain fit and honest and well instructed in 
those things which pertain to the holy offices to celebrate mass at the 
altar of the blessed Mary in the said church of St Glare daily when it 
shall be appointed or otherwise according to the discretion of my wife 
and to be present at dirine serrioe at each hour appointed for prayer to 
officiate to pray and to minister according to the discretion of four 
approred most profitable for the salvation of my soul Also I bequeath 
to Alice my daughter one hundred pounds to be paid to her when she 
shall arrire at the age of twenty-one years to be spent in the purchase of 
furniture and utensils most necessary for her house according to sound 
adrice and counsel Also I bequeath to Elizabeth my daughter five 
hundred marcs sterling and I will that the said Elizabeth my daughter 
together with the aforesaid five hundred marcs left by me as above to 
the said Elizabeth my daughter be and remain in the governance of the 
aforesaid Stephen Tychemerssh until the said Elizabeth my daughter 
shall arrive at the age of twenty years or be married he the said Stephen 
finding sufficient security in the chamber of Guildhall in the City of 
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London according to the costom and naage of the said Citj to deliTer up 
to the said Elizabeth my daughter the aforesaid five hundred marks 
sterling when the said Elizabeth mj daughter shall arrire at the afore- 
said age of twenty yean or be married without rendering any other 
interest therefor only and except the reasonable support of the said 
Elizabeth my daughter And if the said Elizabeth my daughter shall 
happen to die unmarried or before the age of twenty yean then I will 
that two hundred and fifty marks of the aforesaid five hundred marks 
left by me as above to the said Elizabeth my daughter revert to the said 
Alice my daughter if she shall survive and if she be dead then the said 
two hundred and fifty marks together with the' other said two hundred 
and fifty marks remaining be at the difposal of and distributed by my 
executon in pious uses and works of charity for the good of my soul and 
the souls above mentioned in manner as afore is set forth Also I be- 
queath to the common box of the Mystery of Mercen of the City of 
London for the support of the poor of the said mystery twenty pounds. 
AIho I bequeath ten pounds to be disposed of according to the discretion 
of my executon in the purchase of a vestment to serve in the Meroen' 
chapel in the church of St. Thomas of Acan London so long as it will 
lost Also I bequeath to each convent of the four orden of mendicant 
f rian in the City of London to pray for my soul forty shillings Also I 
bequeath to the convent of frian of the order of St. Cross near the Tower 
of London twenty shillings. Also I bequeath one hundred shillings for 
the purchase of bedding linen and flannel according to the discretion of 
my executon to serve in the Hospital of St Bartholomew in West Smith- 
field so long as they will last Also I bequeath one hundred shillings 
wherewith to purchase in like manner bedding for the new hospital 
called St. Mary Spital without the aforesaid thousand pounds left by me 
to him the said Thomas my son be and remain in the safe charge and 
government of the aforesaid Johanna my wife until the said Thomas my 
M>n shall arrive at the age of twenty-four yean she the said Johanna my 
wife finding sufficient security in the Guildhall chamber of the city of 
London according to the manner and custom of the said City to deliver 
up to the said Thomas my son the aforesaid thousand pounds when he 
Thomas my son shall arrive at hia aforesaid age of twenty-four years 
without rendering any interest therefor only and except the reasonable 
support of my said son Thomas Also I bequeath to Robert my son one 
thousand pounds sterling and I will that the said Robert my son together 
with the aforesaid thousand pounds so left by me as above to the said 
Robert my son be and remain in the safe charge and governance of the 
aforesaid Thomas Staunton my brother until the said Robert my son 
slmll arrive at the age of twenty-four yean the said Thomas Staunton 
finding sufiiicient security in the Guildhall chamber of the City of London 
according to the manner and custom of the said City to deliver up to the 
said Robert my son the aforesaid thousand pounds so left by me as afore- 
fltiid when Uie said Robert my son shall arrive at his aforesaid age of 
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twenty-fonr years without rendering any interest therefor only and 
except the proper rapport of my said son Robert Also I bequeath 
to Bichard my son one thoosand poands steriing and will that the 
said Richard my son together with the said thousand poands so be- 
queathed by me to him as abore shall be and remain in the safe custody 
and goremance of the aforesaid Johanna my wife until Richard my said 
son shall arrive at the age of twenty-four years the said Johanna my 
wife finding sufficient security for the said thousand pounds in the same 
way as above specified And in case one or more of my said sons Thomas 
Robert or Richard shall die before reaching the said age of twenty-four 
years then I will and bequeath that the portion or portions of tiiat n^y 
son or those my sons so dying before the age of twenty-four years shall 
revert to that one or those of my said sons surviving And if all my said 
sons shall die before arriving at the age of twenty-four years then I will 
and bequeath that the said three thoosand pounds shall be disposed of 
and distributed by my executors in pious uses and works of charity for 
the good of my own soul and the souls of my parents my wives and my 
children also of my friends and benefactors for the souls of all I hold in 
esteem and of all the faithful departed this life in such way as my execu- 
tors may consider to be better for the pleasing of GOD and among poor 
unmarried men and women desirous of marriage Also I bequeath to the 
parish church of Shakeston where my &ther lies buried a vestment of the 
value of ten pounds to serve in the same church to the glory of GOD so 
long as it will last Also I bequeath to the parish church of Aldester 
where my ancestors are buried a vestment of the value of ten pounds 
Also I leave to the parish church of Overton where some of my relatives 
are buried a vestment of the value of ten pounds Also I bequeath to 
Thomas Nycbe my servant 1 marks Also to Richard Bony&unt my 
apprentice 1 marks Also I bequeath to Henry Onkmonton my appren- 
tice 1 pounds Also I bequeath to Robert Dedes my apprentice xx marks 
Also I bequeath to Christopher my apprentice xx pounds Also I be- 
queath to William Caxton my apprentice xx marks Also I bequeath to 
John Gode my servant x pounds Also I bequeath to William Brydde 
my servant x marks Also I bequeath to William my kitchen servant 
xl shillings Also I bequeath to Katherine my servant x marks and to 
Isabella Lynde xl shillings Also I leave to William Sampson my ser- 
vant at my manor of Horham five marks Also I bequeath to Peter my 
servant at the same place xl shillings and to Thomas my servant at the 
same place xxvj shillings and viij pence Also I bequeath to John de 
Ramsey servant of Isabella Boteley x marks on his marriage Also I 
bequeath to Richard Tumat the son of Johanna my wife xx pounds 
Also I bequeath C marks to be dirided by my executors among the 
children of John Chirch Citizen and Morcer of the City of London 
who shall be living at the age of xxiiij years Also I bequeath to 
Thomas Staunton my brother if he will undertake the charge of exe- 
cuting tliu my will and will act with good diligence in this office C 
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pounds Abo I beqneath to Amnlph Strete Meroer on the same eon- 
dition G marks and to Stephen Tychememh on the same condition C 
marks Also I leaye to Katherine my mother C marks Also I heqneath 
to Johanna my wife by way of gift and instead of her portion of all and 
singnlar my moreable goods and chattels by law belonging to her four 
thousand marks And in case that she Johanna my wife shall be dis- 
satisfied with this my said legacy then I will that this my legacy to the 
said Johanna do cease and become roid in law and that then the said 
Johanna my wife do have of my moyeable goods and chatties only that 
portion to which she is entitied by law without any addition or adran- 
tage whatsoerer Also I beqneatii to Thomas my son one thousand 
ponnds sterling and I will that the said Thomas my son together with 
parishioners of the aforesaid church for twenty years next after my 
decease the said chaplain taking for his annual salary ten marks to be 
paid and administered at the hands of my executors in order that he the 
said Chaplain may specially commend to OOD my soul and also the souls 
of Elizabeth and Johanna my wives Richard Herry my late master and 
the souls of all those whom I esteem and the souls of all the faithful 
departed Also I bequeath to the high altar of St. Margaret in Lothbury 
London G s Also J bequeath xx Ponnds to be paid by my executors for 
the purchase of one set of restments according to the expressed choice 
of the aforesaid parishioners which set of vestments I wish to remain in 
the said Church of Saint Margaret to serve for the worship of GOD so 
long as they shall last Also I leave xx pounds to be disposed of and 
divided by my executors among the more indigent poor men and women 
of tiie ward of Coleman Street Also four ponnds to be divided by my 
executors among the Chaplains and Clerks in the Churches of St. Olave 
and St Margaret aforesaid within two years next after my decease that 
is to say xl s each year in order that the aforesaid Chaplains and Clerks 
may pray for my soul Also I bequeath for the new making and con- 
struction of an aqueduct lately begun in the City of London CCCC marks 
to be paid within four years according to the discretion of my executors 
on condition however that the aforesaid aqueduct be completed within 
four years next after my decease and not otherwise Also I bequeath for 
the work of making and repairing London Bridge C marks to be paid 
within four years according to the discretion of my executors Also I 
bequeath for the cleansing of the Watercourse called Walbrook near the 
church of St Margaret Lothbury and for the enlargement and upholding 
of the same church to be disposed of according to the wise discretion of 
my executors and four approved parishioners of that Church CC marks 
or more if necessary so that it do not exceed CCC marks Also I bequeath 
C marks to be disposed of according to the wise discretion of my execu- 
tors for the marriage of ten poor girls of good character namely to each 
of these ten g^ls at her marriage ten marks whether in the country or 
in the City of London Also I bequeath C pounds to be diyided by my 
executors among poor domestic servants in the counties of Lancashire 
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and Warwickflhin thai is to mj 006 poor manflerraiit ten shUBngs and 
to another twenty ahiilings and to another forty shillings as occasion 
may require so long as the said G pounds shall soffioe Also I heqneath 
XX poonds to be. distributed by my executors where it may be most 
needed Bishopsgate London so long as it will last Also I leaye fire 
marks wherewith in like manner to purchase bedding for the hospital of 
the Blessed Saint Maiy of Bethlehem without Bishopegate aforesaid. 
Also I bequeath forty shillings wherewith in like manner to purchase 
bedding for the hospital of St. Thomas of Southwark near London. Also 
I bequeath tax pounds wherewith in like manner to purchase bedding 
for the Lepershonses at Hakeney les lokes without the barriers of St 
George Soirthwark and of St Egidius beyond Holbom London namely 
to each of the said houses forty shillings Also I bequeath one hundred 
shillings wherewith to provide and purchase food and other things most 
necessary for the poor prisoners in Newgate London to be distributed 
according to the sound discretion of my executors Also I bequeath one 
hundred shillings to be distributed in like manner among the prisoners in 
Ludgato London Also I bequeath for repairs in the nare of the church 
of Thakstede fire marks Also I bequeath for repairs in the body of 
the church of Chawrey in the county of Essex forty shillings Also 
I bequeath to Richard Foliet mercer twenty marks Also I bequeath to 
William Halle mercer lately my serrant twenty pounds Also I bequeath 
to Agnes lately my serrant forty shillings Also I bequeath to each of 
my two said daughters Alice and Elizabeth three cups with covers from 
among my cups called standing cups of silver-gilt whichever of such 
cups with the covers shall weigh twenty-four ounces and * * * * 

[one leaf of the original is here missing'^ 

the s' Richard Tnmat dying without male heirs lawfully begotten, then 
I will that all the above lands and tenements with their appurtenances 
shall revert to the male heirs of my before-mentioned son Robert Large. 
Provided nevertheless that if the s^ Richard Tumat shall take possession 
of all the aforesaid lands and tenements in Newton that then he shall be 
excluded entirely from the manor of Horham in the county of Essex 
with the lands and tenements and appurtenances belonging thereto. 

Then follows the Probate, dated May 6th, 1441, and proved before 
Zanobio Mulakyn, Dean of the Church of St Mary-le-Bow, London. 



BRUGES RECORDS.— CIVIL JUDGMENTS. 

(^The Archives, Bruges,) 

The following document is found in one of the many volumes of 
Records preserved in the Archives of the City of Bruges. Like the 
other volumes of this interesting series it is in manuscript coeval with 
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the hiitory it eloddaiM. The tiUe at the begfaming of the book is m 
foUowB:— 

** Begistie ran alle laken gbehandelt by Soepen nm Brogghe, in hneri. 
camere daer sy daghelicK Tergaderon. BeghiAt in Septemhre in 'tjaer 
dnnst nerhondert xlvij."; or, " A register of all matters brought onder 
the notice of the Conncillors of Brages, in their daily session assembled. 
Began in the month of September, in the year one thousand four hnn- 
dred xlyij." 

(Tbanslation.) 

To all who see or hear these Presents-^the Burgomasters, SheriffB, 
and Council of the Town of Brages send greeting. Be it known that 
William Craes, an English Merchant, Complainant, of the one part, and 
John Selle and William Caxton, English Merchants also, Defendants, of 
the other part, haye this day appealed for justice before Roland de Yos 
and Guemrd le Groote our Fellows, Sheriff s. The said Complainant 
says, that John Granton» Merchant, of the Staple at Calais, was bound 
and indebted to him in certain sums of money ; that is to say, fiistly in 
AGO sterling for and because of a certain obligation, and furUier, in the 
sum of £50 sterling on account of a certain exchange whidi had tsken 
place between them, as well as for expenses and costs incurred in that 
matter, amounting on the whole to £110 sterling. For this sum he had 
caused the said John Granton to be arrested in the Town of Bruges, and 
that the said John being arrested, the said John Selle and William 
Caxton became sureties for him, in equity and law. 

And because the said John had departed the Town of Bruges without 
haying paid and satisfied him, or appealed for justice, he demanded that 
the said Defendants should be compelled and adjudged, as Sureties of 
the said John, to pay the said claim, 

The said Defendants, in answer, acknowledged that in the manner 
aforesaid they had become Sureties to the said William Craes for the 
said John Granton, bat submitted that the said John was quite solyent, 
rieh enough, and would certainly pay the amount ; reqairing therefore 
that the said Complainant might seek his debt of the said John, who was 
the real debtor, and that they might be discharged from their said surety- 
ship : disputing also the sum demanded by the Defendant on account of 
the said exchange, for certain reasons thereupon alleged ; the aforesaid 
Plaintiff holding the validity of the said suretyship, and demandiag as 
aforesaid ; together with many other reasons submitted by the said par- 
ties. And after hearing the said parties on the said questions, with their 
aiiguments, as well as certain Merchants, that the said dispute had been 
determined by our Fellows, Sheriffs, who had adjudged and decided : 
That the said Defendants should, as the Sureties of the said John 
Granton, pay and satisfy the said William Craes, firstly in the said sum 
of £60, of which the said obligation made mention, and furthermore in 
the sum of £86 sterling on account of the said exchange aad costs. 
And that, upon the surrender of the said obligation, good and sufficient 
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aecnrity amonnting to the two said Bnmfl of £60 and £35 sterling; sbonld 
be giyen ; that in caae at tome fatare time the aaid John Gianton shonld 
deny the debt of the aaid sums, or allege payment, that then, on the other 
hand, the said Pluntiff should be sentenced to render and repay the said 
two sums and more. Bight of action being reserved to tbe said Defen- 
dants against the said John Qranton, the original debtor, as law and 
equity direct. 

In witness whereof, &c., 2 January (1449). 



BRUGES RECORDS.— TOWN REGISTERS, 

{The Arehives, Brugei,) 

A Re^ster written on paper in the fifteenth century, and containing 
Ciyil Judgments, giren in the Town of Bruges during the years 1465-9. 

(Tbakblation.) 

Whereas Daniel, son of Adrien, called Sheriff Daniel, Plaintiff of the 
one part, and Jeroneme Vento, for and in the name of Jaques Dorie,* 
Merchant of Genoa, Defendant of the other part, have promised and 
agreed to leaye all the differences between them to the judgment and 
arbitration of William Caxton, Merchant of England, and Master and 
Governor of the English Nation in these parts ; and of Thomas Perrot, 
as Arbitrators, and amicable Umpires and common friends, the said 
parties, and each of them, promising well and legally to abide by, 
obserre and perform all that the said Arbitrators shall decide and 
adjudicate on the said differences, without opposition of any kind. And 
that the said Arbitrators having heard the pleas of the said parties, 
and formed thereon their sentence and judgment which they have 
reported to the full chamber of the Sheriffs of Bruges, it has been 
notified to the said parties, that, because the said William Caxton was 
nnaroidably absent from the said City of Bruges, the said parties have 
been summoned before the said full chamber of the Sheriffs of Bruges, 
and have appeared. To whom has been signified the arbitration and 
judgment by the said Arbitrators, which was and is as follows ; that is 
to say — That the said Jeroneme Vento, for and in the name of the said 
Jaques Done, shall pay to the said Scepheer Daniel promptly and in 
current money the sum of £4 gross ; and that the said Jeroneme abore- 
named shall advance to the said Sheriff Daniel another £4 gross, the 
said Scepheer Daniel, however, giving good surety to the said Jeroneme 
that he will repay the said sum of £4 gross which he had advanced, 
within the first four voyages, in whatever country it may be, that Sheriff 
Daniel may make with his vessel, that is to say, on each voyage £1 gross. 

* Perhaps ono of the celebrated Dorla family of Genoa. 
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ProTiddd always^ tbat in case the said Daniel ahall not make a royage 
with hia said ship within the next aiz months, and that the said 
Daniel, or his sureties, shall be bonnd to pay and restote to the said 
Jeroneme Vento (without the said Jeroneme agree to a postponement) 
the other payments abore-named. The obsenrance of which jadgment 
and arbitration by the said parties, and each of them, has been decreed 
in the said foil chamber of Sheriffs of Bruges. 
Done the 12th of May, 1469. 



ISSUE BOLL OF THE EXCHEQUER 

Under the date of <« Easter. 19 Edward TV, 15th June," is the fol- 
lowing : — 

To William Cazton. In money paid to his own hands in discharge 
of 20 1, which the Lord the King commanded to be paid to the same 
William for certain causes and matters performed by him for the said 
Lord the King. 

By writ of privy seal amongst the mandates of this term 20 {. 



ST. MAKGARET'S RECORDS.— CHUBCHWABDENS' 
ACCOUNTS. 

( Jj» the Vestry of St. Margarefs Church Wettmin$ter,) 

A Volume of biennial Accounts of the Churchwardens, audited by 
the chief Parishioners. Each Account is written on a quire of parch- 
ment, complete in itself : they vary considerably in size, but have been 
carefully bonnd in one Volume, and are in beautiful condition. The 
period included in this Volume is 1464 to 1503. The contents consist of 
— Beoeipts of Fees for Burials, Obits, &c— Bents— Legacies, and Gifts 
— ^Payments for Bepairs — Salaries — ^Few-rents — Collections — and other 
expenses. 

1474. 

" Compus Thome Frampton & Willi Stafford cnstod' bonon k oma- 
mentoi9 ecclie p'ochial' see margarete Westm' yidel't a xvijo die Maij 
A9 regis Edwardi quarti post conq'm AngF quarto Tsqu xzij diem 
eiusdem" ♦ ♦ ♦ 

In the List of Fees for Burial is — 
" It™ rec<* de Oliyer Cawston die sepult' p' iiij tapr* yiij d " 

Among the Miscellaneous Beoeipts for 1476 — 

" It" of a rewarde for a boke & a Chales lent to Sir 

Bic'Wideuyle x;xd" 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. 159 



1478. 



" Here folowith Thacoompt of John Wycam and of Nicholas Wolles- 
croft Wardeina of the parlsshe Churche of sej^t margarete of Westm* 

♦ ♦ from the vij**» day of the moneth of may in the yere of our 
lord god M» CCCC hutyiij ♦ ♦ ♦ vnto the xviij*'' day of may in 
the yere of onr lord god M^CCCClxxx" ♦ ♦ » 

In the List of Fees for Burial in the first year— 

*^ It"> the day of harying of William Caxton for ij torchis 

and iiij tapirs at a lowe masse xx d " 

The amoant paid does not appear large ; hat in a yery long list of 
hnrial fees there are only fonr equal in amoant, the common rate of fees 
heing ij d, iiij d, or yj d. 

1480. 

The same Acooont In the List of Fees for hnrial in the second 
year — 

** It™ the day of hnreying of Jone large for ij tapirs iiij d ** 

1481. 

The Audit at the end of the same Account is as follows : — 

** The whiche some of xziij li. z s yd oh. q* the forsaide wardeyns 

haue paid and delyued in the fulle Audite ynto william Garard and 

William Hachet their Snccessours togeder w^ the tresoures of and in the 

chirehe aforeseid to them delyued in the hegynnyng of this accompte 

* * in the presence of John Randolf squyer Richard Ymfrey gen- 
tilman Thomas Burgeys John Kendall notary William Caxton * * 
with other paryshyns »» ♦ * 

1490-92. 

In the Account for the years 1490-2, among the Burial Fees for the 
first year — • 

<* Item atte Bureyng of Mawde Caxston for torches and tapres 

iijs ijd" 
In the second year — 

" Item atte Bureying of William Caxton for iiij torches yj s yiij d " 
** Item for the helle atte same hureyng vj d " 

Here we remark again that in both these cases the fees paid are con- 
siderably larger than usual. 

In the Accounts for 1496-8 among thr Legacies, and their produce — 
" It» receyued by the handes of William Ryolle for oone 
of thoo printed bokes that were bequothen to the 
Churehe behoye by William Caxston yj s yiijd '* 

" It" receyued by the handes of the said William for a 

nother of the same printed Bokes called a legend yj s iiij d *' 
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^ IV^ by the hands of the parinhe prest for a noCfaer of 

the same legendes vj 8 riij d *' 

At the end of the Acoonnt— 

*' Memonuid' there remajneth in store to the said Chirch " 
" It^ in bokes called legendes of tiie beqnett of William 

Caxton xiij d " 

Among the Payments at the end of the same Aoooant — 
** It» paide for a snpper geryn vnto the Anditonrs herynge 
and determenyng this aocompt and to the newe 
Chirchwardeyns as it hath ben Tsed and accna- 
tmned here tofore xz s " 

In the AcoonntB for 1498-1500— 

^ The Receites of Bookes called Legendes in the first yere of this 
accompte" — 

" Fyrst Receyned of John Crosse for a prainted legende t s yiij d " 
*'Item Receined for a nother legende solde in West- 

mynsterhalle ts yiijd" 

** Item Receined of Willm geyfe for a nother of the same 

legendes ts viijd" 

*<It*' receined of the said Willm Geyft for a nother 

Legende ts Tiijd" 

" Item R of Walter Marten for a nother legende v s xj d " 

In the second year of the same accomit— 

'* Item R. of William Geiffe for ij legendes printed x s iii j d '* 

** Itn R of Daniell aforge for a printed legended t s x d " 

'' Item R of William Geiffe for a printed legende t s " 

** Memorand* ther remayneth in store to the saide chirch " * * * 
** If» in bokes called Legendes of the bequest of William Caxton iij " 
In the Accomits for 1500-2 there are not entered any sales of 
"Legends." 

•*Ther remayneth in store to the saide chirche " ♦ ♦ . ♦ 

*' Item a prynted legende booke of. the beqnesto of Will'm Caxton." 



ST- MARGARET'S RECORDS. 

GUILD OF OUR LADY; WARDENS' ACCOUNTS. 

(/fi the Vegtry of St. Margaret*^ Chvrch, Wettmimter), 

A Volume of triemiial Accounts of the Eratexnity of our Blessed 

Lady Assumption, beautifully written on yellum, and in excellent pre- 

serration. It includes the period between 1474 and 1522, and is of reiy 

great interest in illustrating the customs of that period. The earlier as 

well as the later Volumes are not known to exist. The following are the 

principal headings of the Tarious Accounts: — Arrears of Members^ 

Rents received — Bequests and Gifts — ^Receipts for Obits of Members — 
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Feei of new Members— Kents paid — Payments of Sakuie»— Wages— 
Annuities to Almsmen and Women — Honse-repairs-^Waz Candles, and 
other expenses, for the Shrine of onr Lady in St Margaret's Chorch— 
and Misoellaneons expenses. 

(24th June, 1474, to 24th Jane, 1477). 

The ftnt Account is headed — 

<* This is thaooompte of maister William Thirleby henry marble gen- 
tilman and James Fj-tt maistres or Wardeyns chosen of the Frai'ilte or 
gylde of oore blessed lady aeint mary the Tirgyn wtin the p'iash chirch of 
seint margaret of the towne of Westm in the ahire of midd' founded, that 
is to say from the fest of Natinite of seint John Baptist in the yere of 
y* reigne of kyng Edward the iiij^ after the conquest xitij mto the said 
fest of the Natinite of seint John the xvij^ yere of the reigne of the 
same kyng by three hole yeres as it p'ticulerly ^>piereth in p'celles hers 
folowyng that is to wete." 

Under Payments of Bent in the same Aooonnt — 

'' Also the said late maistres charge themsilf w* a certeyn quite rent 
due by John Bandolff of london mercer for a licence of Pre entre of 
comyng in and going out for his tenntes thurgh the gate and an AUey 
called our lady Alley in the kynges Strete of the towne of westm'." 

In the seme Account, under ^'thentre of diiies p'sooes of new to the 
said frat'nite is " John. Caxston vj s yiij d." 

Also among the Payments — 

" DiSers payments by the said late maisters for the said Fratemite 
* * * of the which thay axe to be allowed in this accoropt" 

^ Of the money by them paid to the wardeins of the Craft of mercery 
of london for certain quite rent going out of the teo't in the p'isshe of 
Aldermarie Chirche of london at t s by the yere.*' 

The Fraternity appear also to hare held tenements in King Street, 
Westminster, at Kensington, and at Stroud. 

In tiw Mme Account, after the payment of six priests' salaries— 
**Costes and p'celles allowed by the hole Brotherfaode toward 

tfaexpences of the geBall feet in iij^ yere of this accompt." 

These ''Costs and Parcels" occupy two full folio pages, and have 

yielded the following items : — 

•* A tonn of wyne "^ li " 

** Paide to John Drayton chief cok for his reward xxt s " 

^ Also for the hire of xziiij doseyn of erthen pottes for 

ale k wyne iiij s " 

** Also for erthen pottes broken & wasted at the same fest Tj s riij d " 
** Also to iiij players for their labour xij s xd " 

M 
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^* Also to iij mynsfcrelles ixB xd" 

" AI0O for the mete o£ dilies of stmngen xtj b " 

^ Also for madiefl ij a iiij d " 

'* Abo for Tj doeeyn of white cappes iij s " 

* * * * . * * 

** AI0O lor portage and botehyre of the Torbnt iiij d " 

*< Also for ixTnrbntts xtb ijd" 

Id addition to scores of " Capons, chekyns, gese, oonyes, and peiones," 
(pigeons), the chief " cok " proTided them with " swannys *• and " herons," 
with all sorts of fish, inclndmg oysters and " see pranys,*' or prawns, with 
all kinds of meats and game, with jellies in ** ix dosen gely disshes/' 
and with abundance of fmits. The quantity of ale, wine, and ypocras 
provided by the botUr is marrellons, and one cannot wonder at the heavy 
entries for '* pottes and cnppes broken, and wasted." The Cook seems 
to have been paid mnch more liberally than the Wardens, who had bat 
XXX 8 between them ''for their dilligence." 

In the Accounts for 1490-8 are the Receipts of Rent from tenements, 
known as <«The Maidenhead," ''The Sonne," "The Rose," and "The 
Wolsfti4»le.'' 

Also, under payment of Rent — 

" For a certayn Quit rent paid out of a litdl telit in the wolstaple to 
the nuur of the staple at xxd by the yere." 

** Alao lor a certain Quit rent paid out of the Rents in 

Alderm'ay p'iflshe to John More Renter of the Mercers xt s " 



From"Rymer'8roedera." Folio. London. 1710. Vol. XL 536. 

(Tbanblatiok.) 

CONCERNING THE TREATY OF BURGUNDY. 
The King to all whom it may concern, &c Greeting. 

Be it known that 
Inasmuch as' determinate arrangements oonoeming the interoourae of 
merchandise between our subjects and the subjects of our well-beloyed 
Cousin the Duke of Burgundy have in a sure lc«m and manner been 
accorded and agreed to in times past and since that time often renewed, 
We, 
Wishing on our part to hold good and obserre such anangements, 
and being well assured of the faithfulness and discretion of our weU- 
belored subjects Richard Whetehill, Knight, and William Oaxton, 

Bo make, ordain and constitute, by these presents, the said Richard 
and William our true and accredited Ambassadors, Agents, Nuncios, 
and seTeral Deputies ; 
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Qiying and Granting to our said Ambassadors, Agents, Nnncios, and 
Deputies, and to either of them, fnll power and anthoritj and general as 
ireU as special commandment to meet, to enter into treaty and to com* 
muiicate with onr aforesaid Cousin or his Ambassadors, Agents, Nnndos, 
and Deputies delegated with sofBdent powers for this purpose by onr 
said Consin, concerning and upon the continnation and renewal of the 
aforesaid iDteroonrse, and, should oecasion require, to make and conclude 
new arrangnments, 

And to do and exercise all and singular other deeds which may be fit 
or necessary. 

Phnsiaing, in good faith and on our kingly word, always to hold as 
ratified, acceptable, and binding, all and any the Acts and Deeds of our 
said Ambassadors, Agents^ Nundos, and D^uties, or dther of them, as 
aforesaid, which may be done, performed, or done by procuration, in the 
foregoing matters, or any portion thereof. 

As witness our hand at Wycombe, thi» 90th day of October (1464). 



A SHEET OF PAPER IN THE NATIONAL RECORD OFFICE. 
The manuscript is — 

** To tharchedeacon of Westm' that nowe is and for the tyme shalbe. 
We, Richard FitzJames, Almoner and Connsaillor unto onre sonrerain 
lord the Kiog, and Richard Hatton, chaplayne and oounsaillor mto our 
said souTerain lord, grcting in our Lord God euerlasting. And whereas 
we, the said Richard and Richard, were appoyoted, lymy tted and assigned 
by our said souTcrain lord and the lordes of his most noble counsaill to 
examine, determyne and pacific a certain rariannce depending betwene 
Gerard Croppe of Westminster, taillour, of the oone partie, and Eliza- 
beth, the doughter of William Caxton, wif to the said Gerard, of the othre 
partie ; We, the yij^ dale of May, the xj^^ yere of onr said souyerain 
lord, had the said parties before us in the Kinges Chapell within his 
palois of Westminster at this appoyntement and conclusion by theire both 
aasentes and aggrementes:^ That noon of theim, ne any othre for theim, 
shall fromhensforth vexe, sue or trouble othre for any manor matier or 
cause theim concemying for matrimony betwix theim before had ; and 
eyery of thdm to l3rye sole from othre, except that the said Gerard shall 
mowe fynde the meanes to haye the loye and fayour of the seid Elizabeth. 
For thacoomplisshment of which aggrement eithre of theim of their owne 
Tolnntarie willes bound theim self unto us by their faithes and trouthes, 
and nerer to yarie from their said promyses. And thempon the said 
Gerard to haye of the bequest of William Caxton, the fadre of the said 
Elizabeth, xx^ prynted legendes at xiij s iiij d a legend. And the said 
Gerard to delyyer a generall acqnitaunce unto thexecutours of William* 
Caxton, her said fsdre, for their discharge in that behalf. And besides 

M 2 
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tliies premines both the said purtaes were aggieed before oe to be bound, 
eche to othre, in Cli. bj their dedes dbligatorie with the oondicions above 
wreten to perfonne alle the preminee. In witteneite whereof I, the said 
Richard FitiJainefl, hare to thiet presentee lette the leale of myn ofltoe. 
And I, the eaid Richard Hatton, hare aetto my seal, and eithre of ns 
fubocribed oar names with onre owne handes, tiie xx^ dale of May the 
xj^ jere of the reigne of oar said sonferain Lord.*' 
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EXPLANATION OF TERMS. 



5n, or QuiNTEBVlOK, meanit a sectioii of five aheeta folded together in 

half «]0 ieaTe8>-20 pages. 
4d, or QUATEBMI0N-.8 leaves « 16 pages. 
So, or Tbbnion * 6 leaves * 12 pages. 
Rbcto is the right-hand page of an open book. 
Vebso is the reverse, or the left-hand page. 
A Director i» the name given to the small letter placed where the 

niominator was intended to paint in a large initial. 



LIST OF BOOKS IN TYPE No. 1. 



1. The Bacayell of the Histories of Trojre 1474 ? 

2. Le Kecneil des Histoires de Troyes . 1476? 
8. The Game and PUy of the Chess Moralised 147&-76 ? 

4. Les fais et pronesses da noble et vaillant Chevalier Jason . 147- ? 

5. Meditacions sor les Sept Fseanlmes penitendanlx 1478 ? 
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No. 1. — The Bsoittsll of the Histobibs of Tbot. 
Translated 1469-71. Folio. Without Place or Date. 

(1474?). 

Collation.— 5<w* / has fourteen 5~ and one 4"= 14a 
leaves, of which the first is blank. Book II has nine 5"*, one 
4", and one 8"= 104 leaves. Book III has ten 5"*= 100 
leaves. Total 851 printed leaves and one blank. 

Typographical Pabticulaes. — Type No. 1 only. Lines 
of very uneven length; full lines measure 5 inches, but vary 
in different parts from 4} to 5^ inches. 81 lines to a full 
page. Without signatures, catchwords, or numerals. Space 
is left, with a director, for 8 to 7-lme initials. As may be 
seen by the collation, each book begins a fresh gathering, 
probably for the convenience of binding in three separate 
volumes. • 

Commencing the work with a blank leaf, Cazton's preface 
follows, printed in red ink, and occupying the second recto. 

The Text b^ins thus : — 

^te ftegsnnrtt tf^e bolvme mtttttle)r aii)r nanu)r 
4 tf^e tecusell of tf^e ^mtorsns of Ctose/ tompo^eli 

an)r Irratont ottt of )rsttn:ce ftooteis of lat^n m 
to tttt{%%%t tj) t^f ^S^t btttftfttU praioit^ Aiili toot^ 
0|qifuU man . Hoovl U ffrure . prmit anli ctapelasn 
bnto tl)e tsgfit notle glorsotts anli msg^ts vtsatt in 
^10 tjumt yiielty trut of ISourgosiu of ISratan)r ia 
Sfn t^e 5m of t^e Sfncamafton of our lotli goli a tj^oti^ 
0an)r fourr j^ontinli 0urts anli Ctnire / flnli ttansslatrli 
anil Inratom out of fren^t^ tit to enslus^^e is llSltUsam 
<Sajrton mnret of s^ tste of Eonlion / at tf^e comauliemet 
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of tfie ngfit 4bc tnsif^ Aitli bettuoitsf ^fivsnwuK tiB0 
trlM)ttitsli lalis • ittatgame fis tfie ica^e of loli • Bu^ 
ci^r00e of ISourgosiu of l^rttsk o^ ISrafianli &x/ 
nsij^tcie 0as1i ttaiuHocton anli torrite tou fiegonne in 
Sntgt0 in tf^e (Sountre of jTlaunlitni tf^e tgiM lias ^ 
marc^e tt^t serf of tf^e Umamacion of our 0aib Wt VBib 
a t|iou0anli foute fionlirtli 0tit5 anli esgfitr / flnli mlieli 
an) f5ns00t)tti in t|e f^ols cgte of iSolm tfie • xtx • lias of 
UfUmhxt tjif serf of oni: 0asli lorli loli a t|ott0anli 
finite ttonlierli 0ixts ^xitt fleunt &:c* 

anil on tfiat otfter 0itie of tf)i0 lerf fblotoetfi tfie pcologe 

Caxton'g Prologue begins on the verso of the same lea^ 
with space for a 4-line initial W. 

Iftan 9 xtvMvam tlat euns vian i0 iomUini 

The first book commences on the fifth recto, with space for 
a 7-line initial W. The second begins on the 149th, and the 
third on the 258rd recto, the whole ending with some Latin 
rhymes on the 852nd recto, the verso being blank. 

Remabks. — No one speaking the English langaage can 
look at this patriarchal volume with indifference. Here, for 
the first time, onr forefathers saw their langnage in print; 
and, conld our interest in any way have been heightened, it 
would have been by knowing it to have been printed in our 
own instead of a foreign land. The history of its origin is 
shortly this. In the original French it was a fiivourite novel 
of the English and Bni^ndian courtiers, for, although nomi* 
nally an account of the Trojan wars, it is really a series of 
love scenes mixed with mythology and knight-errantry. The 
manuscript translation made by Caxton for the Duchess of 
Burgundy, whose court was at Bruges, having excited great 
interest, a demand arose for copies quicker than Caxton could 
supply them. The printing-press having been just established 
in that city by Colard Mansion, Caxton, whose thoughts were 
now homewards, determined to use it as a means of multiply- 
ing his translation, and of learning at the same time a new trade 
which would support him on his return to England. This 
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he did at a great charge and ezpenne, and then» having pro- 
cured a new fount of types and all the necewory material, 
came over to England and erected his prees at Westminster. 

Fortnnately this work cannot be reckoned among ti^ 
rarities of Cazton's press, as there are copies in the British 
Museum, Sion OoUege, College of Physicians, London, at 
Oxford, Cambridge, Paris, and fourteen other libraries. The 
Duke of Devonshire gave £1060 10«. for a copy in 1812, the 
same copy having been purchased by the Duke of Boxburgh 
a few years previously for £50. 

No. 2.— Le Beousil des HisionuBS db Tboyes. CanqwBe 
m Fan de grace 1464. FoUo. Without Prinkr'$ 
Nam, Place, or Date. (1476 ?). 

Collation.— Book /, twelve 5"=120 leaves, of which 
the first and last are blank. Book II, eight 5** and one S^'ss 
86 leaves. Book III, eight 6" =80 leaves. Total, 284 
printed and two blank leaves. 

Typographical Paeticulaks. — Type No. 1 only is used. 
The lines for the greater part are spaced out to one length, 
being more even in this psoticular than the two English books 
in this type. A full page has 81 lines, without signatures, 
numerals, headlines, or catchwords. A space two to four lines 
in depth has been left at the commencement of eadli chapter 
for the insertion of an illuminated initial, a director being 
sometimes inserted. 

The Text, 81 lines to a page, which is divided into three 
books, begins thus on the second recto, after a blank leaf: — 

Ots commmce U tolume SlittituU le xttntil "bn fiistotrns 
lie troBeft <lttmfont par beneafile |omme tooul le Uuu 
txtfsttt cfiavyeUam lie mm tmM\mhU 0etgneut iOaimeu 
gneut le Bue Vt^elipye lie toutgoingne ^Rn Ian lie gtatt. 
mtLcccc^lJcim. : * 

and ends on the 286th verso. 

mtifW le m tfOsixi? le tmfi ptotfienor et le tog ottome". 
• : • (Sxplitit • : • 
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Remarks. — ^The history of the Trojan War, a fevourite 
subject for seyeral oenturies with European writers, was the 
foundation of numerous romanoes. Of these the chief were 
the apocryphal history by Dares Phrygius, a Trojan priest, 
celebrated by Homer ; the account of the same war by Dictys 
Cretensis, a supposititious historian ; and the History of the 
Siege of Troy by Guido of Colonna, a native of Messina in 
Sicily, who wrote in the thirteenth century. The rise of 
these histories, their growth under the editorial care of 
suoceBsiye scribes, the incorporation of incidents from other 
romances, and their final development in the compilation of 
'^Le Becueil des Histoires de Troye,'' form a curious and 
typical example of this class of literature. According to 
the unanimous testimony of all printed editions and all 
manuscripts of the complete work, ^'Le Recueil'' was the 
composition of Raoul Lefevre, chaplain and secretary to 
Philippe le Bon, Duke of Burgundy: but in a manuscript 
copy of this work in the National Library, Paris, the first two 
books are attributed to Guillaume FiUastre. And this is 
remarkable — ^that Lefevre succeeded FiUastre (who was a 
voluminous author) in the office of secretary to the duke. 
Probably, finding his predecessor's history unfinished, he took 
it up, and, after adding Book III, issued the whole under his 
own name. In that age a similar course was by no means 
uncommon, nor was it an infringement of any recognised 
literary right ; we can hardly, therefore, with M. Paris, call 
it (even if true) "une grande fraude literaire." On the other 
hand, several copies were issued with the name of Lefevre 
while FiUastre was yet living, and Caxton, who was contem- 
porary with both writers, ascribes the whole work to Lefevre. 
Nor is there any noticeable variation in style between the two 
portions, as might be expected if Composed by two authors ; 
indeed the style of ^* Le Becueil " is the same as that of '* Les 
fids du Jason," an acknowledged work of Lefe^Te. 

Steevens asserts that Shakspere derived the greater por- 
tion of his materials for the play of "Troilus and Cressida" 
from Lydgate's metrical composition, "The last destruction 
of Troy ;" but Douce, in his " lUustrations," is fiar nearer the 
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truth in tracing the incidents employed by our great poet to 
Gaxton'B translation of Le Becaeil des Histoires de Troye." 
The latter was popular, and frequently reprinted long s^r 
Lydgate's laboured metre had become antiquated. 

There is a perfect copy in the British Museum, besides a 
large fragment. The National Library, Paris, has a copy, 
and ibur others are in private libraries. A fragment of eight 
leaves was purchased some years ago by a bookseUer, and 
made into four thick volumes, each volume having two 
printed leaves with a hundred blank leaves on each side. 
These were all disposed of as specimens to lie open in the 
show-cases of museums. 

No. 8.— The Gams and Play of the Chess Moralised. 
{Translated 1475). First Edition. Folio. Without 
Printer^s Name, Place, or Date. (1475-76 ?) 

Collation. — Eight 4" and one 5"= 74 leaves, of which 
the 1st and 74th are blank. 

Typoobaphical Pabticulabs.— There is only one type. 
No. 1, used throughout the work. The lines are not spaced 
out ; the longest measure 5 inches; a full page has 31 lines. 
Without title-page, signatures, numerals, or catchwords. 

The volume commences with a blank leaf, and on the 
second recto is Caxton's prologue, space being left for a 2-line 
initial, without director. 

The Text begins thus : — 

e tfif ttgl^t wAU/ xiffyt nt$lUnt 8c bettuow ptinte 
®eotge liuc o( (Slateitce (&xl of lltftartoift aitir of 
MlifAmsit/ Stttt ci^amiirtlasn of (^itglonti $c leutenattt 
of lltelonli ollre0t btfibn of kvngit (Sh^atti bo ttft grate 
of goli tvnqt of (Snglanli atin of f tauce / soitt mo0t 
Ifwsahlt 0entaitt toilUam dtaxton anumge otfier of sour 
«eruantr0 0nilie0 unto soto pea0 « tieltf|e . glojfe aitli bicto:? 
xst tqion sour (Bnmm / Uigfyt fiigte pu500ant attli 

The Text ends on the 78rd recto, 

1Mb 0ent(e soto tj^ar(omplt00|^mnit of sour ^e wAlt. 
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llofimui anil bettuotui }Mix» timtn :/: ;fvmvui^t^ ^^ 
Ia0t lias (ft XMxt^t t^e sit of our latli loli . a * tfioiiMitli 
fimte ionliitli anlilxxmu * • M . * * 

The 74ih leaf is blank. 

Eehabes.— " FynyBshid the last day of Marohe the jet of 
oure lord god a thoosaad fouie honderd and Izxiiii." The word 
^^fynyashed" has doabtless the same signification here as in 
the epilogue to the second book of Gaxton's translation of the 
Histories of Troy, ^* begonne in Brogis, oontynned in Gannt^ 
and finystihed in Coleyn/' which evidently refers to the trans- 
lation only. The date, 1476-76, has been affixed, beoaose in the 
Low Countries at that time the year commenced on Easter- 
day ; this in 1474 fell on April lOth, thos giving, as the day 
of the conclusion of the translation, 81st March, 1475, the 
same year being the earliest possible period of its appearance 
as a printed book. 

The literary history of the " Oame and Play of the Chess" 
does not appear to have hitherto received that attention which 
is its due. Before 1285, ^gidius Colonna had composed 
his renowned work entitled " De regimine principum,'' which 
treats of eelf-govemment, domestic government, and national 
government. The "Liber de ludo Scachorum" of J. de 
Cessolis appears to have been based upon this work, its chief 
originality being the representation of the several stations 
and duties of life by the pieces used in chess. About the 
middle of the fifteenth century two distinct French versions 
were made. The earlier was probably that by Jean Faron, 
in 1347, who translated it literally from the original Latin. 
About the same time appeared the fiivourite and standard 
work of Jehan de Yignay, who took great liberties with the 
text, and added many stories and &bles. Both these men were 
of the order of Preaching Friars, and seem to have worked 
quite independently of one another. Gaxton's edition was 
principally from the version of Jehan de Yignay, to whom he 
gives the title of "an excellent Doctor of Divinity, of the 
Order of the Hospital of St. John's of Jerusalem," which is . 
remarkable, as in his pre&oe Jean de Yignay styles himself 
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'^hospitallfir de I'ordre de haut poBy" and he ib so termed in 
all the manuscripts. On comparing the English and the two 
French versions, it is evident that Cazton must have been 
well acquainted with both. His prdogne addressed to the 
Dnke of Clarence contains, nominis mutatis, the whole of 
Jean de Yignaj's dedication to Prince John of France ; while 
Chapters I and III are taken entirely from the translation of 
Jean Faron. The remainder of the book is from the ver- 
sion of Jehan de Yignaj, with one or two special insertions 
evidently from the pen of Cazton himself. 

- To show the cnrioua way in which Caxton adopted and 
adapted while translating, the dedication to &e Dnke of 
Clarence, hitherto considered as his own compomtion, is here 
given side by side with ito French original. 

CaXTON'sPbOL0GITBTO*'ThB PrOLOGUK of JKiN DE VlG- 

Oahe and Play of the 

(j^jjgg »» NAT TO HIS French tbans- 



TO the right noble /right 
excellent & vertnons prince 
€leorge due of Clarence Erie 
of warwyk and of/salisbuiye / 
grete chamberlayn of Eng- 
lond & leutenant of Irelond 
oldest broder of kynge Ed- 
ward by the grace of god 
kynge of England and of 
ftiiice / your most humble 
seruant wiOiam Cazton a- 
monge other of your seruantes 
sendee vnto yow peas . helthe . 
loye and victorye vpon your 
Enemyes/ Right highe puys- 
sant and redoubted prynce/ 
For as moche as I haue vn- 
derstand and knowe/that ye 
are endined vnto the comyn 
wele of the kynge our said 



LATION (A.D. 1860) OF THE 

" LuDus Saooobum " OF J. 

DE CeSSOLIB. 

A Tree noble & excellent 
prince Jehan die firanoe 
duo de nonnendie & auisne 
jBlz de philfpe par la grace de 
dieu Boy de franco . Frere 
Jehan de vignay vostre petit 
Beligieux entre lea autres de 
vostre seignoire / paix sante 
Joie ft victoire sor vos en-^ 
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Banerynlord . hisnobkB lordeB 
and oomyn peple of his noble 
loyame of En^ond / and that 
ye sawc gladly the Inhabitana 
of the same enfonned in good . 
vertnona • prouffitable and 
honeste manera . iniMetm 
your soUe peraone wyth 
gnydyng of yonr hows ha- 
boondeth / gynyng light and 
enaample vnto all other / 
Therfoie I haae pnt me in 
deaour to trandate a lityll 
book late comen in to myn 
handes ont of frensh in to 
englififihe/Jn which I fynde 
thauctorites . dictees . and sto- 
riefi of aunoient Doctonrs phi- 
lofiophea poetes and of other 
wyae men whiche been re- 
counted & applied ynto the 
moralite of the publique wele 
as well of the nobles as of the 
oomyn peple after the game 
and playe of the chesse/ 
whiche booke right puyssant 
and redoubtid lord I haue 
made in the name and ynder 
the shadewe of your noble 
protection / not presumyng to 
oonecte or empoigne ony 
thynge ayenst your noblesse / 
For god be thankyd your 
excellent renome shyneth as 
well in strange regions as 
with in the royame of england 
gloriously Tnto your honour 
and lande/whidie god mnl- 



nemis . Treschier & redoubte 
seign'/pour ce qne Jay en- 
tendu et scay que tous yees 
& ouea Tolentieni choaea pro- 
ffitables & honestes et qui 
tendent alinfbrmacion de bon- 
nes meuis ay Je mis ^m petit 
liuret de latin en francois le 
quel meat yenua a la main 
nouuellement / ou quel plus- 
sieurs auctoritez et dis de 
docteurs & de philosophes & 
de poetes & des ancicns sages/ 
sont Bacontes ft sont appli- 
quiez a la moralite des nobles 
' hommes et des gens de peuple 
selon le gieu des eschez le 
quel liure Tres puissant et 
tres redoubte seigneur jay Cut 
ou nom & soubz vmbre de 
vous pour laquelle chose 
troschr seign' Je vous snpidi 
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tqdye and encreoe Bat to 
thentent that other of what 
estate or degre he or they 
Btande in. may see in this 
Bayd litjll book/jf they 
goaemed them self as they 
ought to doo/wherfor my 
right dere redoubted lord I 
reqnyre & sapplye your good 
grace not to desdaygne to 
resseyne this lityll sayd book 
in gree and thanke/as well 
of me yonr humble and yn- 
knowen seruaut as of a better 
and gretter man than I am/ 
For the right good wylle that 
I haae had to make this lityll 
werk in the best wyse I can / 
ought to be reputed for the 
sayte and dede / And for more 
clerely tq prooede in this sayd 
book I haue ordeyned that 
the chapitres ben sette in the 
begynnynge to thende that 
ye may see more playnly the 
mater wherof the book treteth 



& requier de bonne vonlente 
de cuer que il to' daigne 
plaire a receuoir ce liure en 
gre aussi bien que de vn 
greign' maistre de moy/car 
la tres bonne voulente que 
Jay de miek flEure se je pouoie 
me doit estre reputee pour le 
&it/Et po' plus d««ment 
proceder en eeste ouure/ Jay 
ordene que lea chappitres du 
liure soient escrips & mis au 
commencement afin de veoir 
plus plainement la matiere de 
quoy le dit liure p'ole. 



Before concluding this article we must give au interpola- 
tion of the text which has real interest as showing Cazton's 
feelings towards '' men of law/' His author is regretting the 
conduct of some lawyers of Borne and Italy, and Caxton adds 
with a natural burst of indignation^ which suggests that per- 
sonal experience had something to do with it : — 

<< Alas ! and in England what hurt do the adrocates, men 
of law, and attorneys of court to the common people of the 
royanmey as well in the spiritual law as in the temporal : how 
turn they the law and statutes at their pleasure ; how eat 
they the people, how impoverish they the community. I 
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Bnppoee that in all Chrirtendom are not so many pleaders, 
attorneys, and men of the law as be in England only, for if 
they were numbered all that long to the courts of the Chan- 
cery, King's Bench, Common Pleas, Exchequer, Receipt and 
Hall, and the bag-bearers of the same, it should amount to a 
great multitude. And how all these liye and of whom, if it 
should not be uttered and told it should not be bdieTod. For 
they extend to their singular weal and profit and not to the 
common/' 

There are ten copies known of this book, of which two are 
in the British Museum, one at Oxford, one at Cambridge, and 
six in private libraries. 

No. 4. — Lbs fais bt pegitbssbs du koblb bt VAiLLAirr 
Chbyaueb Jason. Folio. Without Print^a Name, 
Place, or Date. (147- ? 

Collation. — Sixteen 4" and one 8"= 184 leaves, of which 
the first and last two are blank. 

Typographical Paetioxjlaes. — ^There is no title-page 
nor colophon. The type used is No. 1 only. The great 
majority of the lines are folly spaced out, agreeing in this 
respect more with the French editions of ** Le Becueil " and 
the ''Psanhnes" than the English ''Becuyell'* and the ''Chess 
Book." FuU lines measure 5 and 5iV inches ; 81 Unes to a 
page. Without signatures, numerals, head-lines, or catch- 
words. 

A blank leaf commences the book ; at the head of the 
succeeding recto, with space for a 4-line initial, and director. 
The Text b^ins thus :— 

1 & gaUee tie man ntgm fiotant na pM long 

ttvKfia fit la paipfonlimt )m vMtn Int pUuuvM 

witcitmun fiiMotten wmi tmcm 3^ teuloie me^ 

utt num tstftxit fit ptnt "bt tifw / suniliatitnttntt 

MVfwca an pitn lie moB bne neCconliuitte par bng lontme 

The text ends on the verso of the 181st printed leaf: — 

ant a mon lieuant W tmttrtioutte wigiMwc / (Bt atotos tmU 
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(ttl U omtentt te t$ jxtntnt holunte litont . ou mont lixt * 
(utt letup plmt te taitt exnusn autattt nm mm tttit et nt 
)if main na tutu tourtitn ne pni comptmlire ict * : . 

The existence of this edition was first made known in 
England by a letter from M. Van Praet to Dr. Dibdin, who 
sent an aooonnt of it to the '^Gentleman's Magazine" for 
July, 1812. 

BsMASKS. — All the books printed with these types are 
traced to Mansion^ either alone or assisted by Oaxton. In 
this work and the '* Meditacions,'' the even length of the lines 
proves them to be later productions than those in which the 
lines are more uneven ; and this is plain evidence that if these 
* two works were printed by Mansion (as doubtless they were) 
it must have been after 1478, the year in which he adopted 
the plan of even lines ; but if we attribute them to Gaston, 
we must suppose him to have forsaken his own establishment 
at the Bed-pale, in or after the year 1480 (being the period 
when he first adopted the practice of making his lines of an 
even length) for the purpose of printing abroad what he had 
every &cility for printing at home. 

Only three copies of this scarce book have been as yet 
discovered. A magnificent one is at Eton GoUege, another 
in the National Library, Paris, which, when purchased in 
1808, was bound up with '* Le Quadrilogue," a work printed 
by Golard Mansion in 1478, and a third in the Library of the 
Arsenal, Paris. 

No. 5,— MBDiTAcioisrs BUR LBS Skpt Pseaulmbs Penitbn- 
cuuiiX. Folio. Without Prtntet^s Name, Place, or 
Late. (1478 ?) 

GOLLATIOH. — ^Three 4" and one 5''s84 leaves^ of which 
the last only is blank. 

Ttfographioal PABTiCTTLABfl. — ^Thcre is no title-page. 
The only type used is No. 1. The lines are for the most part 
fully spaoed out, though now and then there is a deficiency in 
this respect, which only occurs, however^ on the verso of the 
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folioB, the recto tbronghout being fnllj spaced. This pecn- 
liaritj is obserrable to a greater or less extent in all the 
French books printed in this type. The fhll lines measure 
5 inches, and 81 lines-SMke a fioll page. There are no signa- 
tures, folios, nor catchwords. 

The text begins on the first recto, — 

& brase yenttaitre nrt tmxat aitatne m^itlU 
I par laturlte Ummt pecfjeut %ui Mlon la patatoU 
lie bttuangtlU tescenlis ^t S^tttuMtm en S^^nm 
monta lie tecftieC }» IffKneo en menuialem / coit abuiuin lie 

And ends on the 83rd verso, with a foil page, followed by a 
blank leaf, — 

exttltaeton lie leewe e^pmtueUe / VuUi encores %H U platot 
me lionne vu pat ce septemtaite liet p0eaulme0 lie penitent 
te Ua^utlf cotretqumlient aux 0ept affett^ lie lomme pnn0 
pout le0 0ept liegre^ lie Ie0rl)telIe lie penitence Sle pttt00e mo? 
tec et pantenit atoj} en cette tant glorteu0e cite Ire Sfienuu^ 
lem en laiiueUe tu |^alitte0 et te offrit auec le0 0ain0 et lie? 
neuce; le 0acnfiice lie loenge 0an0 fin / : fSLfiBL^^ 

Bemaeks. — ^This work is a translation from the original 
Latin of Cardinal Pierre d^AiUy, entitled '^ Meditadons Circa 
Septem Psahnos Penitentiales." It was composed about the 
end of the fourteenth century, and translated shortly after 
into French, but by whom is uncertain, although from the 
style it is supposed by several of his biographers to have been 
frt>m the pen of the Cardinal himself. The Commentary on 
the Penitential Psalms, printed by Wynken de Worde was 
composed by Bishop Alcock, and has nothing in common with 
this. 

In all typographical particulars this work agrees with the 
French edition of **Jaaon/* abeady described, and there is 
little doubt was printed by Colard Mansion at Bruges, about 
1478. 

The only Existing Copy at present known was discovered 
in the General Library of the British Museum, in 1841, by 
Mr. J. Winter Jones, bound up with ^'Les Qnatre Denenierai 
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Gho668." It is perfect, in an exceUent state of preservation, 
clean, and free from all disfigurements. It has the final blank 
leaf, the verso of which is covered with quotations in the 
handwriting of the ^fifteenth century. These quotations are 
extended over the first recto (which is also a blank) of the 
book mentioned above as being bound up with it, proving 
that they were bound together soon after printing. For an 
article on both works, from the pen of Mr. Jones^ see 
" Arch8Blogi%" vol. xxxi, page 412. 
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6. Lw Qnatre Derrenierefl Choees 

7. The Historj of Jason . 

8. The Dictefl and SajingiL First Edition 

9. Hone '. . . . 

10. The Canterbniy Tales. First Edition 

11. The Moral Proverbs of Christine 

12. Propositio Johannis Rossell 
18. Stans pner ad Mensam 

14. Farms Catho. First Edition 

15. Ditto Second Edition 

16. The Horse, the Sheep, and the Qhoos. First Edition 

17. Ditto ditto Second Edition 

18. Infancia Salratoris . v 

19. The Temple of Glass .... 

20. The Chorle and the Bird. First Edition 

21. Ditto ditto Second Edition . 

22. The Temple of Brass, or the Parliament of Fowls 
28. The Book of Coortesj. First Edition 
24. Qneen Anelida .... 
26. Boethias .... 

26. Corydale ..... 

27. Fratris Lanr. Gnliefani de Saona Margarita 

28. The Dictes and Sajdngs. Second Edition 

29. Indulgence .... 

80. Parrns et Magnns Chato. Third Edition 

81. The Mirronr of the World. First Edition 

82. Reynard the Fox. First Edition . 

83. Tally of Old Age 

84. The Game and Piaye of the Chesse. Second Edition 



1476 ? 
1477? 
1477 
1478? 
1478 ? 
1478 
1478 ? 
anU 1479 
anU 1479 
ante 1479 
ante 1479 
ante 1479 
anU 1479 
anU 1479 
ante 1479 
ante 1479 
anU 1477 
ante 1479 
ante 1479 
oitto 1479 
1479 
1479-10 ? 
1480? 
1480 
1481? 
1481? 
1431 
1481 
1481? 
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No. 6. — Lbs quatre dbbbenisbbs ohobbs abyenib. 
FoJm, WUhotU Prmkr's Name, Date, or Place. 
(1476?) 

CoLLATioiT. — ^Nine 4"*=72 leaveB, of which the first only 
is blank. 

Typographical Pabticitlabs. — ^Type No. 2 only is nsed. 
The lines are of very irregular length, 28 to a page. With- 
out signatures, folios, or catchwords. Gonmiencing with a 
blank leaf, the table foUows on the second recto, the first 
three lines being in red ink. 

The text begins : — 

et vtfWtA tcatrttf est 'iimz nt (ttatce patttist pnncqia 
Ie0 : SnttuelUis cf^ausniiu omttntt talis atttont jsmguU / 
ms yarttnt m la finirme qui seiuittit : 

and ends on 72nd verso : — 

quilf vsmm%fittA aux t\sisat% lietrenumt/ Ixont la fceqfurte 
memoia et tecorliacum ISapf lie lint pet^te^ a culpe awe bet 
ttt0 et conietme en tounes oeutttes /par quos on yaruient a 
la glotre etentelle :Amen 

^xflitiX It&et lie 

quatour §Lwx%%ixm 

An important typographical peculiarity in this work is 
the mode in which the printer has employed red ink for the 
title-lines or chapters. The modus operandi and how the red 
ink overlies the black, is explained at p. 52, ante. This curious 
and primitive practice is not seen in any books except that 
nnder notice, and those printed by Colard Mansion of Bruges. 
Another typographical characteristic which intimately con- 
nects this book with those printed in Type No. 1 is the exist- 
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enoe of two gmall holes on the oater margin of each leaf, 
made bj points in use by the preflsman. These, it shonld be 
noticed, occur in all the works for which type No. 1 was used, 
bat none, except the present, printed with type No. 2, nor 
indeed in any English printed books. Agaih, we find among 
the undoabted first issues of the press at Westminster that 
the books in folio, such as ''The Life of Jason," ''Dictes," 
** Canterbury Tales,'' *' Gordyale," &c., have all 29 lines to the 
page, while ''Les quatre derrenieres choses" has but 28. 
On taking, however, the actual measurement, it will be seen 
that the depth of the page is exactly the same as in the type 
No. 1 books. Evidence has been already produced to show 
that the five books in type No. 1 were printed in Bruges by 
Colard Mansion alone, or assisted by Caxton ; and to the same 
source we have no hesitation in ascribing '' Les quatre der- 
renieres choses." 

Bemabeb. — ^The title, ''De quatuor novissimis," was 
applied to many religious treatises of the fourteenth and fif- 
teenth centuries ; and so many Latin manuscripts of distinct 
works have come down to us that it is difficult to distinguish 
between them : nor were the early printed editions lees nume- 
rous, Hain, in his ''Bepertorium Bibliographicum," giving 
the titles of twenty-one editions printed in the fifteenth cen- 
tury. They all agree, however, in one particular, via. — ^that 
no copy gives the name of its author. The Latin original of 
one work on this subject is attributed to *' Denis de Leewis, 
natif de Bikel," who (Ued in 1471 : it was printed at Antwerp 
about 1486. But the Latin original of this particular version 
is given to Gerardus k Yliedenhoven, of which Mr. Holtrop 
gives an account of three editions. There is a fourth in the 
University Library, Cambridge, besides which there are four 
Dutch editions. Early French anonymous versions were also 
very numerous, and it is fortunate that a manuscript in the 
Boyal Library, Brussels, has preserved the name of the author 
to whom we are indebted for the present translation. It 
bears the following colophon : '^ Cy fine le traittie des quatre 
demieres choses, translate de latin en finnoois par Jo. Mielot 
Tan de grace mil oocc liij.'' 
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Philippe le Bon, as is well known, employed many secre- 
taries for the purpose of adding to the treasnreB of his library 
by tranalationsy coUationSy commentariesy &c. In this way 
were employed Gny d'Angers, David Anbert, de Hesdin, 
Dro!n Ducrot, de Dijon, and others. They brought into use 
that peooliar style of writing termed *' grosse bAtarde/' which, 
at a later date, Golard Mansion took as a pattern for his 
types. Among the dnke's secretaries, one of the most inde- 
&tigable was Jean Mielot. He united in himself the quali- 
fications of author, translator, and scribe, as he lets us know 
in the manuscript, ^' Traits de yieillesse et de jeunesse," now 
m the Royal Library, Copenhagen. 

The only Exisinra Cofy known of this edition was dis- 
covered by Mr. J. Winter Jones while reK»taloguing a 
portion of the old royal library in the British Museum. It 
was bound in the same volume as the *^ Meditadons," already 
described at page 177, to which the reader in referred for 
fbrthcr particulars. 

No. 7.— The Histoet of Jasox. Folio. Without Printed b 
Name, Place, or Dais. (1477 ?). 

Collation. — Eighteen 4°* and one S^'sldO leaves, of 
which the first is blank. 

Typographical Pabticulabs. — ^There is no title. The 
only type used is No. 2. The lines are very uneven in 
length, the longest measuring 5 inches. A full page has 29 
lines. Without signatures, folios, or catchwords. Space is 
left at the commencement of chapters for the insertion of a 
2-line initial, with director. 

The Text begins thus, on the second recto, the first leaf 
being blank: — 

t et aunnoc^e m late ts tf^e (omauliemnil of tf^e ttgj^t 

t)Be ic mblt pxinct^su ms rtgtt telxoubtfli lalis / Mm 

Hbn Mwc%wcttt bs t^t gmt lit goli Suc^nK^e of Vmxxfi 

and ends on the 149th verso, 

among tiie nuwt toottfrs * Anlr after tfite mment lt<^ tw: 
Uatins lift in f^euen tofio grant i^tm ^ to tfiat &oitg|te \m 
tottft t)to iioolie Utmn'b 9ftiui flmen 
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Sekabes. — Ab already noticed when treating of the 
original French yeraion of ''Jason,'' its oompilCT was Baonl 
Lefevre, secretary to the Doke of Bnrgondy, and while in the 
servioe of the duchess, it seems most prohahle that Caxton 
became possessed of a copy. The date of imprint has been 
generally attribnted by bibliographers to the year 1475, but 
this is, I think, too early. The featores of C^ixton's history 
about that time seem to point to 1476-77 as the date of his 
settlement in En^and; and November 18th, 1477, is, as we 
know, the day on which the printing of '' Dictes" was finished. 
Now the typographical appearance of "Jason" proves it to 
have been one of the very earKest products of the West- 
minster press; and Carton's remarks in the prologue to 
''Gk>lden Legend^" show the translation to have followed 
"The Kecuyell" and "Chess Book." The evidence, there- 
fore, seems to point to a date immediately preceding " Dictes" 
or the early pwi; of 1477, when the young prince, to whom it 
was dedicated, would be six years old, and much more likely 
to make use of the work than if presented to him two years 
earlier. 

Gerard Leeu, at Antwerp, reprinted this English text in 
1492, a fact noticed thus by Gerard Legh in "The Accidence 
of Armory," 1576 — "The History of Jason, which was trans- 
lated out of Frenche, and printed at Andwarpe by one of my 
name." 

Of the six known copies there is one in the British 
Museum, one in the Bodleian, and four in private libraries. 

No. 8. — ^The Diotbb Am) Sayings of the Philo8ofhebs. 
Folio. ''Enprynted by me WiUiam Caxton at Wsat- 
fMstre'' 1477. First Edition; without Colophon. 

Collation. — ^Nine 4" and one 8'= 78 leaves, of which 
the first and two last are blank. 

Typogeaphical Pabticulars. — ^There is no title-page. 
Only type No. 2 is used. The lines are of very uneven length, 
the longest measuring 5 inches; 29 lines to a full page. 
Without folios, catchwords, or signatures. Space is Idt at 
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the beginning of ohapters for the insertion of S-line initiatay 
with director. 

Oommendng with a blank leaf. Earl Bivers's prologae 
followB. 

The Text begins thns, on the second recto : — 

Hm it 10 00 tfiot euerp lumasn dtttatuxt bg tfte 
to 0ufftamf of out lotti vib in iotn Sc ottietgneti to 

U nutittu antr tfttol bnto tfte srtormes of fortune 
Anlr 00 in litunse ^ mans (umlirB toB^nt man 10 yeq^Uxs: 

The work condndes on the yerso of the 78rd folio at foot, 
and is followed on the 74th recto by Caxton's epilogue and 
additions, commencing with space for S-line initial. 

(Sxt enlietft tjl^e toolt namili tfte ^^ittta or 0asmgt0 
% lit ^t p1bilo0ovfire0 tnvxjjnUi /ifi me totlltam 

(Saxton at toe0tme0tre t^e sere of our loA * M * 
eititdt * Ijxbu * Hetf^tete iooit 10 late tran0lateli out of 

The Text ends on the 76th verso, with a short page of 
sixteen lines — 

IMmtcton in i!l)i% toorDi/flnlr after tfrsfit Isf to Isue euer» 
Uurtsngls in f^euen Amen 

XSt 0tc e0t ftni0 • • . • 

RKiTATiyfl. — ^This book is remarkable as being the first 
which bears a plain statement of the place and time of its 
execution. It is thought by some to be really the first book 
printed in England. A few of the quarto pieces may perhaps 
hare preceded it, but there is none that can be proved of 
earlier workmanship ; and if, as there seems good reason for 
supposing, Caxton did not settle at Westminster before 
1476-77, he would not have had time to produce much. 

The history of the English trimslation of this work is 
interesting. It appears that Earl Eivers, moved thereto by a 
remembrance of relief from many worldly adversities^ deter- 
mined to pay his vows at the shrine of St. James of Gom- 
postella. In the British Museum (G. 18. e. 2) is '' An Abbre- 
viation of the graces and indulgences which Atexader vj 
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granteth to all trae believing people of every sexe or oom- 
mimitie of the grete hofipytall of Saynt JameB of GopoBtella." 
This shrine had been for many yean the favouiite resort of 
thofle who intended a short pilgrimage. Many ships, and 
those of the largest bnrthen, were engaged in this passenger 
traffic^ the chief port of embarkation being Sonthampton. 
Thence in the year 1478 the earl sailed, and while on the 
voyage Lewis de Bretaylles, a Gascon knight celebrated for 
his great prowess, at the court of Edward lY, showed the 
earl a copy, in French, of '' Les dits moranx des philosophes," 
with which Lord Bivers was greatly delighted, retaining it 
for more intimate perusal. On his retnm to England, in the 
same year, the king appointed him one of the governors of 
the Prince of Wales; and now, having more Idsore, the earl 
b^an a translation of the work into English, which, however, 
notwithstanding the assistance of an earlier translation by 
Scrope, occupied him some years, supposing it to be com- 
pleted only a short time previously to its being printed in 
1477. Earl Sivers evidently had a good opinion of Gaxton's 
literary abilities, for he requested him " to oversee" his trans- 
lation before printing it, and the result was the addition of a 
chapter '^ towching wymmen," introduced by a very character- 
istic prologue from Gaxton's own pei^. This prologue is 
replete with a quiet humour, which reveals to us more of 
Gaxton's real disposition than all his other writings. It 
proves also the intimate terms which must have existed 
between Lord Sivers and himself. 

We may infer from this, the first edition, had a rapid sale, 
as about 1481 a second edition (described further on) was 
produced in the same type, and page for page, the same as 
the original. 

There is an oft-quoted but much overrated manuscript of 
this translation in the Archiepisoopal Palace, Lambeth. It 
is on vellum, and has one inconsiderable illumination, iSEunous 
only on account of giving the sole representation faiown of 
Edward V. Earl Rivers is presenting a copy on bended 
knee (probably this very one) to the prince, who is seated on 
his throne. By the earPs side is pourtrayed an ecclesiastic 
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irith shaven crown, probaUy ^Haywardey" whoee name 
appeals at the end of the yolmne as the writer. We may 
mppose the earl to be in the act of reciting the metrical 
prologne which appears at the commencement, and the first 
fiye lines of which i 



Thii bdke late tmisiato here in Aght 
By Anthony Earl (eroiure) tluit yertiWDX kny]g;lit 
Please it to aeoepte to yonre noUe grace 
And at yonre oonneniem leysonre and space 
It to see reede and ynderstonde 

The writing is the usual secretary hand of the fifteenth 
century, and the date of transcription, as given in the colo- 
phon, is December 29th, 1477, or about six weeks after the 
publication of Caxton's printed edition, of which it is a ver- 
batim copy, with the addition of the metrical prologue already 
noticed, and the following paragraph which precedes Caxton's 
prologue to the chapter on women — ^^And suffice you with 
the translation of the sayinges of thes Philosophres, And one 
William Gaxton atte deiaire of my lorde Byuers / emprinted 
many bokes after the tonour and forme of this boke / whiche 
Willm saide as foloweth:** then comes Caxton's chapter* 

A different and somewhat earlier translation is in the Ms. 
department of the British Museum (Harl. 2266), ^^ late trans- 
latyd out of frensh tung in to englysh the yer of our lord 
M 0000 1 to John Fostalf knyght for his contempladon and 
solas by Stevyn Scrope squyer sonne in law to the seide Fos^ 
talle." Literary taste is not often associated with' the name 
of Sir John Falstaflf. 

Thirteen copies of this edition are known — ^Two in the 
British Museum, one at Cambridge, and the remainder in 
private libraries. The Bev. T. Corser's copy, sold in 1868, 
wanting three leaves, sold for £110. 

No. 9.— FRiLaMSNT or a ''Hob-b." Octavo. Without 
PrMer'B Nam, Place, or Date. (1478 ?) 

Four leaves only. Type No. 2. Lines very uneven in 
length, the longest measuring 2^ inches; twelve lines to a 
full page. Without signatures, catchwords, or numerals. 
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From the small portion remaining of the original work, 
it IB impossible to state with accuracy nnder what par- 
ticolar dass of service-books it should be ranged. To all 
appearance it is part of a^primer, or ''Horn secondnm 
oonsaetndinem Anglias;" though its diminntiYe sise renders 
it improbable that it contained^ as well as the 'Rouib, the 
Litany, the Yigils of the Dead, and all the miscellaneons 
prayers nsoally found in this class of books. The above 
fragment will be found to include the following portions of 
Suffiragia at Lauds : — St. Thomas of Canterbury (the last few 
words only), St. Nicholas, St. Mary Magdalene, St. Katha- 
rine, St. Margaret; after which, in the four leayes that are 
wanting, there is room for All Saints, the Prayer for Peace, 
the Yersicle and Response, Benedicamus domino, Deo gracias, 
and the commencement of the Suffi:^a of the Three Kings, 
the rest thereof occupying, as above, the head of the second 
portion of the fragment. Then foUow the Suf&agia of St. 
Barbara and the oonduding verse Benedicam' dno Deo gs, 
with which the service ends. On comparing this with the 
Hor» of the same period it will be seen that these prayers 
always occur at the end of Lauds, and are peculiar in their 
order to the English Church, with the exception of the Three 
Kings and St. Barbara, which, in this sequence, are peculiar 
to this friigment. Suffragia of the Three Kings, and of St. 
Barbara, are found amongst the miscellaneous commemora- 
tions in 'most of the English primers; but those of St. 
Barbara, as found in this fragment, differ altogether from 
those which occur elsewhere. The evidence which a perfect 
volume might afford being wanting, the following suggestion, 
by Mr. Bradshaw, of Cambridge, is offered : — It is well known 
that the Esterlings were a thriving and influential corporation 
in Carton's time, consisting of German merchants from the 
City of Cologne and the other towns in the Hanseatic League, 
and occupying the Steel Yard in Cannon Street as their 
London residence, with All Hallows the Great as their parish 
church, and St. Barbara as their patron saint. Now in their 
accustomed service, comprising Matins and Lauds, the Suf- 
frages of the Three Kings of Cologne, which, as already 
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lemaxked, do not oommonly ooonr at those 1ioiiib» would be 
most appropriate, not on account of the name bo much as the 
aabject of the prafer, which is for success in trade, and for 

peace and health in travelling; — '' concede propitius 

nt itinere quo ituri sumus, celebritate, letiti^ gratis et pace, 
ad loca de^inata in pace et salute et negotio bene peracto 
cum omne prosperitate, salvi et sani redire yaleamus." This 
alone proyes yeiy little ; but when we find that the next suf- 
fhiges are those of St. Barbara, whose name neyer occurs in 
the En^jsh Lands, bat to whom the Esterlings prayed as 
their patron saint, it becomes probable that the fragment 
before us was part of an Anglican primer (or Horse), with 
additional prayers, for their especial use. And if these 
German merchants, in whose country the typographic art 
had made great progress, wished to have this, their daily 
service, printed, to whom could they go but to Caxton, the 
only ininter then in England. 

Should this view be correct it considerably increases the 
bibliographical value of the fragment, which is otherwise of 
great interest as being, in all probability, the earliest English- 
printed service in existence, and which, from the unevenness 
in the printing and the eaiiy types, must have been one of 
the first products of the Westminster press. 

The fragment on which the forgoing remarks have been 
founded is in the Bodleian Library (Douce Fragments). 
When originally extracted fh>m an old book-cover it formed 
a half-sheet, but now two quarters. 

No. 10. — Chaucer's Cantebbuet Tales. Folio. Sine 
uUd notd. First Edition. (1478 ?) 

Cou*ATio». — Forty 4"*, one 8% one 5", one 8", one 5", 
one 8% one 5% and one 2^ making together 872 leaves, of 
which the first only is blank. 

Ttpogbafhigal Pabticulabs. — ^There is no title-page. 
The only type used is No. 2. The lines in the prose portions 
are very unevenly spaced, but the longest measure 5 inches ; 
29 lines to a full page. Without folios, signatures, or catch- 
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words. The book commences with a blank leaf, after which 
the Text begins thus : — 

IQan tftat SppriU tott^ ^iB 0f)Otttto wU 
to Anlr t^e lirougj^te of mard^e ^^tj^ pnl' S^ tote 

iLtib miti tutts ^^Vy^^ tit 0u^^ li^our 
®f tottc^f brrtu ntgmtrtfli to tfte flout 

On the d72nd leaf recto are the following lines, being the 
conclusion of the Parson's tale : — 

tificaoon of n^m / ILo t^at Isf fte to hxsnt/t t|iat touiAt 
tottfi |i0 prec9OU0 tiootr Amni. 

ii^jqpltctt Ctactatu0 ffialftstit iSfiaucn lie 
¥enitencta bt liicttur pro fabula lUtttam. 

The reverse is occupied by what is called Chaucer's retrac- 
tion, commencing — 

n ®to ptas 3 to Item ane t|iat f^etltene t^to Itttl treatise 

and ending — 

Ireun . ¥et omnia secula seculos 9lmen* 
which cosdades the volume. 

Nine copies are known, of which two are in the British 
Museum, one at the Bodleian, ona at Merton College, Oxford, 
and the others in private libraries. 

No. 11.— -Ths Mobal Pbovebbs of Cbibttve. FoUo, 
''Enprinied by Caxtan At Wssimsstrs;' 1478. 

Collation. — ^Two sheets, or four leaves, all printed. 

Tyfografhioal Pabtigulabs.— The only type used is 
No. 2. 28 lines to a page. Without signatures, catchwords, 
or Mos. 

The Text begins, with a head-line on the first recto, 
thus: — 

Ci^ motale prouet&e^ of <Sn0tsne 

t 1^ gtete bettus of ottte tXnttn notable 

®fte to temembte ui tj^tng profitable 
An lappB bows ts( * tofiete Irtoelletb prubenee 
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and ends on the fbnrth veno, 

at toe^tnmtce * of feumt t^t.xx. tiase 
fitit of ttsng <{ntoar)y / tfte * xbtj * 9m brase 

'^ (Snyrintely (9 (Saiton 

3n Unntt tfte coDie seauu^n 

BsMABKS. — Gristjne de Pise was, with the single excep- 
tion of Joan of Arc, the most fiunona woman of her age. She 
wag bom A.D. 1868, in Italy, and, at the early age of fifteen, 
married Etienne Castel. After a few happy years her hqa* 
band waa taken from h^ by death; and now, although, to 
quote her own words, ''nonrri en delioes et mignottemens," 
she found herself ahnost in destitution, with aged parents and 
three young children dependent upon her. Fortunately her 
father, who had been physician to Charles V of France, had 
taken great pains in her education, by which she had well 
profited. Urged on by necessity, she deyoted herself to a 
literary life, and soon became famous. Her writings, which 
show a vast amount of reading, were ever on the side of 
yirtue, morality, and peace. Her unimpeachable life assisted 
the tendency of her writings, and both were an honour to the 
age in which she liyed. For many years her labours were 
incessant. After a last song of rejoicing on the victories of 
the French arms under '* La Pucelle" she retired to a convent 
for the remainder of her days. The date of her death is 
unknown. The biographers ot Cristyne vie with one another 
in her praises. There is a charming monograph upon her, 
by M. Baimond Thomassy, entitled '^Essai sur les Ecrits 
Politiques de Christine de Pisan." 8vo. Paris, 1888. See 
also ** Leslfsc. Franc," vol. iv, p. 186 ; and ** TilUm. de I'Acad. 
des Insc.," vol. ii, p. 762. 

'^Les prouerbes moranlz" were originally composed as a 
supplement to ^'Les enseignemens moraux,*' written by Cris- 
^e for the instruction of her son, Jean Castel, who passed a 
part of his youthftd days in the service of the Earl of Salis* 
bury, in England. 

The translation of these proverbs into EngUah by Earl 

o 
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Bivers appears to We taken place about the same period as 
his longer effort the '^ Dictes of the Philosophers." And here 
we may notice that the earl has been credited by Horace 
Wafpole and Dr. Dibdin with the pedantic design of making 
nearly all the lines of his translation end with the letter **e.\ 
A very cnrsory examination of the poetry of the fifteenth 
centory would have shown that the terminal e was common 
in aD writings of that period. 

In the ^'Fayttes of ArmSy'' translated and {Minted by Oaztoa 
at a later period^ we meet with another production of the 
same anthoran. The only ooptes known are in the lil»BrieB 
of Bail Speaoet, Earl of Jersey, and Mr. Christie-HiUer. 

No. 12.— -Pbopositio Johaitkis Bussell. Quarto. Without 
Prmtm's J^cum, Date, or Place. (147- ?) 

Collation.*— Four printed leaveBy the recto of the first 
and the yerso of the last being Uank. 

Tyfoorafhical Pabticxtlabs.— There is no title-page. 
Only one type, No. 2, is used. The lines are very iir^nlar 
in lengthy a fiill line meaaoring 4 inches. A fiill page has 22 
lines, without signatures or catchwoidB. The speech, which 
is all in one panigraph, bean evidence of having been printed 
a page at a time. It commences with a 2-line space for the 
insertion of an initial, with a small director, and has been 
reprinted in fall by Ih*. Dibdin. 

The Text begins on the first verso :— 

¥ropo0ttto (EXmmm Otatorui • inagtistti So 
|annt0 Huisisdl Irectetotum Ixoctotto ac atitum 
aimfta00tatott0 xyianus^imt lUgi^ OlKlitoatlii 

and ends with twelve lines on the fourth recto, of which the 
last three are — 

i^txt aH yfti lautvem / ti erattattoitfm Met xyra 
uelatumem m / ti glottam pUtltd 0ite . amm 
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In die ei^Ui vofaune of the '* Oexunxia lAiemm,'' page 
851y appeared fche firat pabUc notice of this tract, whidi till 
then had been miatakoi for a maniucript Whether printed 
at Bmges, which is not nnhkdy, or at Westminster is difl^cnlt 
to decide. 

John BnsBellf '^Orator cJariaqmns," Bishop of Linoofai 
and Lord OhanceQor, held many offices of trust nnder three 
sovereigns. He was bom in the perish of St Peter's^ Win- 
ohester, in the beginning of the reign of Henry YI, and oom- 
Bttnced his edncaticm there. At an early age he went to the 
University of Oxford, where he obtained the degree of Doctor 
of Decrees. In 1449 he was made fellow of New College; 
was afterwards appointed to a prebendal stall in Salisboiy, 
and hi 1466 to the Aiehdeaoonry of Berkshire. On the latter ' 
appointment he removed to court, where he was nmch noticed 
by Edward lY. In September, 1467, he was commissioned 
by the king, together with Lord Hastings, Lord Scales, and 
others, to condade a treaty of marriage between the king^ 
sister Margaret and the Dake of Borgnndy. A few months 
kter he was engaged in anranging the trade relationship 
between this oonntry and Flandon. It was probably then, if 
not at an earlier period, that he became acquainted with our 
printer. His name appears often after this as assisting in 
the negotiation of various treaties. In Febmaiy, 1469-70, 
^'Messire Gtaliard, chevalier; Thomas Yaghan, Eeoiier et Tre- 
WMrier de la Ghambre ; et Jdian Bussell, Bocteur en Decret, 
Aroediacre de Berksuir," accompanied by (barter King at 
Arms, were commissioned by King Edward lY to invest the 
Duke of Burgundy with the order of the Garter. On this 
occasion the oration which forms the foundation of the pre^ 
sent article was delivered. The investiture took place at 
Ghent, and here, if CSaxton were present, of which however 
there is no positive evidence, he would again make acquaint- 
with John Russell. In 1476 the Archdeacon was raised to 
the bishopric of Rochester, and in 1480 translated to Lincoln. 
In March, 1488, he fq[>peured as ** Orator" before Pope Sixtus 
lY (see Harkian MS. No. 488), and was probably in Rome 
when his Sovereign, Edward lY, who had appointed him one 
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of his exeoatoiBy breathed his last. In the short reign of 
Edward Y he was appointed Lord Ghancdlor, to whidi 
office he was re-appointed by Richard III. In 1485 he 
retired to private life, and died in January 1494. He was 
interred in Lincoln Cathedral, nnder an altar tomb in the 
Chantry Chapel, founded by him on the south side of the 
Lady Chapel. 

He was the first Chancellor of Oxford appointed for life, 
in which university he was very popular. England also 
should keep his name in memory if only for the great change 
he iniated in promulgating the statutes of the realm in the 
vulgar tongue, instead of Latin or French, a practice con- 
tinued ever after. Sir Thomas Moi^ thus draws his diaracter: 
'^ A wyse man and a good, and of much ezperyence; and one 
of the best learned menne undoubtedly that Englande had in 
hys time." 

An interesting autograph, as showing the Ardideaoon at 
Bruges in 1467, when Caxton was governor, occurs in a 
volume of "Cicero de Officiis," in the Public Library of 
Cambridge: — **Empt' p Jo. Ruscd . archidiaoonu bCTk- 
shyrie apud oppidu bruggense flandrie a* 1467 mens' ApT 
17" die." 

A fine uncut copy is in the magnificent library of Earl 
Spencer. It appears to have been bound up by mistake in a 
volume of blank paper intended for manuscript alone, being 
in the original binding, and the whole volume otherwise con- 
sisting of the common manuscript hand of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, which afford no indication of local execution. It was 
discovered in cataloguing the library of John Brand, which 
was sold in 1807, and where it appeared among the manu- 
scripts (Part I, Lot 80) " A work on Theology and Religion, 
with five leaves at the end, a very great curiosity, very early 
jHinted on wooden blocks or type." The Marquis of Bland- 
ford bought it at the reasonable price of £2 5^. At the sale 
of his library in 1819 (Lot 5752), Earl Spencer was obliged 
to give £126 for it. It was for many years considered as 
unique, until another copy was discovered in the library at 
Holkham. 
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No. 18. — Stans Pubb ad Mexsam — ^Moral Distichs — 
Salve Regina. Quarto, Sim ulld notd, (Ante 
1479). 

Collation. — Four leaves, all printed. 

There is no title-page. Type No. 2 only is used. There 
are 28 lines to a page, or thrc^ stanzas in '^ Balad Boyal/' ^^^ 
with a blank line between the stanzas. Long lines measure 
4 inches. Without signatures or catchwards. 

The Text begins, on the first recto, thus : — 

m 3 ^ttt t^in$ fttnrt t^s 0^l<^ tnOAt 

Hetttfl all t^m terete to bntitu' titwtpltne 
Afbti tifs 0Oitnasn srtonlisng at t^ taile 

The poem concludes with two stanzas on the third recto, 
the latter of which is : — 

00 UttU bfilte tatefin of tlo%utntt 
¥taB song ^itttm tfiat t^t sfial nn or telle 
Cftougt t|ott U not (om^nttitous of tmtttnct 
Of t^t (latD0f0 fox to taite l^tttt 
VBLlii^ to alle bettui 0^al t|is fioustfl lelre 
Of tfie totsting tfmitiA ^et U no tiate 
9f ottiAt bf am90 put t|i fatttr m litigate 
* fSxplmt * 

Moral Distichs immediately follow the above, and fill 
up the page. The whole is here given. 

Atsse etl5 Anli ais0e tempetatlfi 

3tiwu goli lieuotttls iirib to tfis fump tfobetly 

Cf^e tootn be0tl5 9ln)i to t^s bell merils 

000 tin; teas salils iLtiti be tbete toeotitils 

aimdoete liemurels Ani 0lepe ceteris 
00 to t|i9 mete appetentlfi * (SxfUtit . 



(1) « Ballad Royal " was the title of a particular rytbm, eaeh stania 
of which, oonsiBting of seTcn lines, rhymed as follows : — a 
b — & — c. 
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The Salve Sboina begms on the veno of the preoeding, 
at the head of the page. 

« Alt tiolfi Sb^lut tegtna m ntglt00| • 

fliue tottfi an tAtiMmt to goto 1 9ttm&If00e 
Slegina to trgne ntst mote in 61900$ 
JSater to m0t a0 toe ftslette eri»te00e 

The ** Salue" ends at the foot of the 4th recto, 

^otet oC 1st onli etente ereacum 
Solue euet a0 f^ti; 00 toe can %ufts%t * 2lmen. 
The reverse of tim leaf gives ihe Mowing:^ 

fKnstte |at^ toonliet $M tsnlie ne can 
lloto mostoen (0 woliec anli goto t0 man 
Heue tfifin a0lt5ng anli tielctte t^at toontoec 
dFor msg^t fiatfi maurtcs ic 0itsU got$ bntoec 
« Beo lau0 fct « 

This is foDowed by six proverbial couplets, the last being — 

Knotoe et t^u itnstte ^ t|an t^u mat0t 0laite 
9t t|ott itnst et t|^ itnotoe tfion it 10 to late 

This finishes the Text as it stands in the only two copies 
known* 

From the absence of the word fSxfikttf or any other 
similar ending whidi Caxton made a role of placing at the 
end of his works, great and small, it is not unlikely that this 
piece is imperfect. This is rendered more probable by ih» 
absence of the blank leaf at the beginning, which, supposing 
a printed leaf wanting at the end, would be its counterpart. 
At the same time it should be noticed that the only two 
known copies agree in this deficiency, and that Wynlren de 
Worde, who reprinted from Caxton's edition, oondndes in the 
same abrupt way; though it is not imposeible that he printed 
from an imperfect copy, and did not know it, as in this very 
tract he has reproduced, with his usual carelessness, an acci- 
dental error of Gaxton's edition. Gaxton, in printing, had 
transposed the two pages of the second leaf, proving that, 
even in the quarto size, he had not arrived at the art of 
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printmg more than one page a time, and Wynken de Worde 
blindly repeats the naistake. 

Among the many pieoea which make np the catalogne of 
Lydgate's works must be induded ^' Stans Pner ad Mensam," 
as the two eonduding lines proye :— 

** Of the writiiigy though there be no date, 
If onght be amiaB pot the fault in lydgate." 

Dan John Lydgate, who knew Ghauoer in his old age, 
and may haye been acquainted with Caxton in his youth, was 
an inde&tigable rhymester. Eitson gives a list of 251 pieces 
attribated to his pen. The dates of his birth and death are 
equally obscure, and the only f^M^t concerning him, of any 
certainty, is that he was bom at Lidgate, near Bnry St. Ed- 
munds, whence he doubtless deriyed his nione. {Earl MS. 
2251, folio 283). 

The *^ Stans Puer" is a translation of the '^ Oarmen juve- 
nile de moribus puerorum" of Sulpitius, of which the first 
edition was probably printed at Aquila in 1488." But the 
type used for Oazton's tract (the last dated use of which in 
its first state was in 1479), proves it to have been printed at 
least some years previous to the impression at Aquila; so that 
we may fiurly consider this as the ^'editio princeps" of the 
tract. It was reprinted by Wynken de Worde three times 
early in the succeeding century. 

The '' Salve B^ina," in its style and metre, doeely resem- 
Ues the acknowledged pieces of Lydgate, and was also, in all 
probability, fix>m his pen. 

The copy in the University Library of Cambridge is the 
only one known, and though now in a separate binding, was 
formerly in a volume of poems all printed by Oaxton, of which 
an account is here appended. 

Bishop Moore's library, rich in old black-letter poems, con- 
tained, among its other treasures, one pricdess little volume, 
in quarto, bound in plain brown calf, and lettered on the back 
^'Old poetry printed by Gazton." The collection appears to 
have been made before it came into the bishop's possession ; 
but the £act of the poems being bound together led Middleton 
and all succeeding writers to describe them as one work. Mr. 
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Bradfihaw's careful examination, however, showed that the 
Yolmne oontamed eight distinct pnblicationsy which have 
since been bonnd separately. Some of these are unique, and 
some are found alone in other collections. Before re-binding, 
the Tolume contained the following pieces in the following 
order : — 

I. Stans Puer ad Mensam; Moral Distichs; The Salve 
Begina. II. Parvus Gatho and Magnus Catho. III. 
The Ohorle and the Bird. IV. The Horse the Goose 
and the Sheep ; Stanzas ; The proper use of certain 
nouns; The proper use of certain verbs. V. The 
Temple of Glass. VI. The Temple of Brass ; A trea- 
tise which John Skogan sent unto the Icrds and 
gentlemen .... exhorting them to use virtues in their 
youth; The good counsel of Chaucer; Balad of the 
village without painting. VII. The Book of Courtesy. 
VIII. Anelida and Arcyte and The Complaint of 
Chaucer to his purse. 
There is nothing to show in what order these tracts were 
printed. Being all in verse, we can draw no conclusions from 
irregularity of spacing, and even where two editions were 
printed it is sometimes impossible to say which had pre- 
cedence. That they were all printed before February 2nd, 
1479, we may safely assume, as they are, without exception, 
in the early state of type No. 2, which then made its last 
dated appearance in ''Cordyale ;" and that many were among 
Caxton's first essays seems probable from their popular nature, 
and the small amount of labour required in their production. 
For these reasons they are treated consecutively, together 
with three other editions, in Nos. 14 to 25, those pieces whose 
longest lines all measure 4 inches being placed before those 
measuring 8| inches. 

No. 14. — ^Paevus Catho. — ^Magnus Catho. Quarto, First 
EdUim. Sine uUd notd, (Ants 1479). 

Collation. — ^Three 4" and one 5''=s84 leaves, of which 
the first was doubtless blank, though wanting in the only 
known copy. 
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-There is no title-page. The type ia No. 2 only. Foil 
lines measure 4 inchesy and each page oontains 28 lines, 
ooonting the blank line between the stanzas. Without signa- 
tnres or catchwords. 

The Text conunenoes with title-line on the second recto, a 
Uank leaf having originally preceded it — 

« Hit 3^i9it parutus (Satfio « 

<Su atatnitm ttta ylutimiMS Wtn taittt mate 
tm^an i aliunte to ms temmtoame 
Ann iiee ^tii fele UiOM mm tmmsHs 

''Parvus Catho" terminates in the middle of the third 
recto, 

tmiian nt it trte lit not sour |nt U t^ttm 
tf ttt notl aw t|to mt^ totttt aa sour |ole entntte 

• Hit ftnto yatttt cotj^oniis « 

making in all eeven stansas, in " Balad Boyal." 

''Magnus Gatho" immediately follows on the verso, with 
space left for the insertion of a 2-line initial Sbf with director. 

. Hcc Smtpit masmuf eaf^ . 

t 3 )intjs f0t Bimm mii» bt catmma liintt 
Hie ttlit prnipue tit pura mntte (0len1nua( 
dFor t^ tfiait 80)1 10 tntoorlils tfie tott 

The Text ends on the 84th verso, 

Here ^aue 3 fot(it tfiot ctfial sou gustie ic Ub$ 
Sbtcti^t to golie fame ic leue sou m fiir fiows 
• dBxflicit (Satj^o « 

The work is in four books, containing 42, 89, 27, and 52 
stanzas of ''Balad Boyal," each of which is headed by a 
couplet from the original Latin. 

The " distichs" of Cato were very popular for many cen- 
turies. Their author, and even the origin of their title, is 
entirely lost, though some of their stanzas are traced as Ceu: 
back as the second or third century of the Christian era. In 
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the middle agea thej wero used as » sohool-booky (o teach 
Latiiiy as well as to inoaloate imnal mazmiB; bo that to be 
nnacqaainted with ^'Oato" was synonymona with general 
ignorance. Chaacer continnally mentions tiie work. ^^He 
knew not Gatonn, for his wyt was rode,'' sajs the miller of 
the rich ^^Onof.^ These remarks apply to ^'Magnns Oato'' 
only. About 1180 Dftniel Ghnrche, an ecclesiastic attached 
to the court of Henry 11, added a few Latin preoepts as intro- 
dactoiy to the original, and ttom that period the two were 
mostly transcribed together, being distinguished as '^ Parvus 
Gato" and '' Magnus Gato." Of the English yersion of these 
^^distichs" we cannot have a bett^ account than that given 
us by Gaston himself in his pre&oe to ^^Gathon" glossed; 
^' which book," he says, ''hath been translated out of Latin 
into English by Master Benet Bui^h, .... which fiill craftily 
hath made it in Balad Boyal for the erudition of my Lord 
Boucher son and heir at that time to my Lord the Earl of 
Essex." This translation of Benet Burgh is the text printed 
by Gaxton, twice in quarto, and once in folio with woodcuts, 
before he undertook the translation of the extensive French 
QlosB, which will be brought to the reader's notice under the 
year 1484. 

''Maister Benet Burgh" was Yicar of Maiden, in Essex, 
when he translated ''Cato," as we learn firom the colophon in 
Earl MS., No. 271. He afterwards filled the dfioes of Arch- 
deacon of Golchester, 1464 1 Prebendary of St. Paul's, 1472 ; 
and soon after High Ganon of 8t. Stephen's, Westminster. 
He appears to have been an author as well as a translator. 
The following is the title of a poem in Harl MS. 7888, folio 
149 b — *' A cristemasse game made by Maister Benet : howe 
god ahnyghty seyde to his apostdys and echeu off ihem were 
baptiste and none knew of otUr, &c." He also appears to 
have written a considerable portion of the poetical transhition 
of *^ De regimine principnm " attributed to Lydgate, as we 
infer from Earl MS. 2251, folio 286, in which occurs this 
side-note, in the same handwriting as the body of the poem — 
^ Here deyde Had trandato' a noble Poet Dane John Lydgate 
And his folower gan his prok)g in this wise p' Benedictu 
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Borgb." He or Ljdgate alio wrote an original fomih book 
to '' Catho MagnoB," which, although not printed bj Caxton, 
may be aeen in Be^eral mannaoriptB. Bitaon, indeed {Bib. 
Poet., page 66), aaoribea die whole to Lydgate. 

It doea not aeon improbable that the printing of ** Parvna 
et Magnna Gatho" was undertaken by desiie of ** High Canon 
Bnrgh/' who, holding a canonry in Westminster, was likely 
to have become acqnainted with Gazton. 

The only Existing Goft is in the Pablic Libraiy, Gam- 
bridge (AB. 8. 48. 2). It is perfect, bat without the original 
blauk leal, and measures 8^ x 5^ inches. For an account of 
the volume which contained it, see page 200 ante. 

No. 15.— Pabvus Cathc— Magnus Gatho. Quarto. Se- 
cond Edition. Sine ulld notd. (Ante 1479). 

Gollatiok. — Three 4"* and one S's 84 leaves, of which 
the first was doubtless Uank, although wanting in the only 
known copy. 

Tyfogbaphical Pa&tioulabs.— The variation in this 
edition is only typographicaL The poem is reprinted page 
for page, and line for line, yet the composition of the type is 
different throughout. 

The only Existdtg Gopt known is in the library of the 
Duke of Devonshire, at Ghatsworth, where it is bound with 
the quarto edition of ** Btans Pner," already described. It 
•came from the old library at Hardwicke Hall. In the 
Earleian Catalogue (lu. 6202) the above two tracts appear 
together— probably this very copy. ^ 

No. 16. — ^Thb Hobss, thb Sheep, Ain> the Goosb. — 

Yaeious Stanzas.— The pbopeb afplioation or 

OBBTAiN Nouns substantive, and Ybbbs. Firet 

EdiHon. Quarto. Sine uOd notd. (AnteUld). 

GoLLATiON.— One 4» and one 5" = 18 leaves, of which the 

first was doubtless blank, although wanting in the only known 

copy. 

Ttpogbaphical Pabticulabs. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type is all No. 2. Full lines measure 4 inches^ and each 
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page oontainB 28 linee, indtusiye of the blank line between 
the stanzas. Without signatures or catchwords. 

The HoBSEy the Sheep, ajstd the Goose commences on 
the second recto, the first leaf being blank. 

The Text begins, with space for a 2-line initial, with 
director, 

c ^iticebansifd / pleect anlr litecorlred 
ISWs^tm 9rr0one0 toere too or t^xt 
Sbousllit out tfie grotinlre0 tie utotbtn 
Ctit0 toot; tlit cu0tom of antituite 

On the fourteenth leaf verso, 

AIU in one htsMull to 09^ tn toortietf plesn 
Cfiat noman ss^ttt of otfier fiaue lri0lrafin 

. C]^u0 enliet^ t|e ^t0e t|e 11I1OO0 ic t|e 0fieep . 

There are in this poem 77 stanzas of seven lines each. 

Yabioub Stanzas follow, ending on the sixteenth recto, 
the verso being occupied with short sentences, as ^^ An herde 
of Hertes. A murther of crowes. A byldyng of rooks," &c. 
The whole ends on the eighteenth verso— 

a Otottfi bnlacelr 9t j^e taite tj^e lonlre |e 

a 3l}eton Irtsmemftnlr fleetl . (Sxflitit * 

The only ExisTma Copy is in the Public Library, Cam- 
bridge (AB. 8. 48. 4), and was formerly bound, with other 
pieces in a volume ahready described at page 51. 

The whole of these fiigitive pieces are attributed to the 
prolific pen of Dan John Lydgate. 

No. 17. — ^The Hossb, the Sheep, and the Goose. — 

Vabious Stanzas.— The pbopeb application or 

CBBTAiN Nouns substantive and Verbs. Quarh. 

Second EdiUm. (^n^ 1479.) 

Collation. — One 4" and one b^ = 18 leaves, of which the 

first is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. — ^These are the same as 
in the first edition, with the exception of the orthography 
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and the uae of a title-line, which in the other edition is 
altogether wanting, asofficient reason for attributing this to 
a later period ; for, had the first edition been printed with a 
head-line, we may certainly assume that the improTed appear- 
ance wonld not have been omitted by Oasctoh in the reprint. 
In this edition we find the sixth lea^ noticed as wanting in 
the only known copy of the first edition. 
The text begins on the second recto, 

Oitttfbft0tt0 * fUtfi anil 'bUKwditsi 

13ittDfiu prauntf0 \Btt€ ttoo ot tijitt 
Sought out tfie grotinlres it tecotbes 
C^te toaus t^$ nuttom of anttquite 

and ends with dSxpUtit on the eighteenth recto. 

There is a fragment of six leaves in the Uniyersity Li- 
brary, Cambridge, and a perfect copy, with the original leaf, 
in the Cathedral Library, York, a reprint of which was pre- 
sented by Sir M. M. Sykes to the members of the Roxburgh 
Club. 

No. 18. — Infancia Salvatoris. Quarto. Without Printer's 
Nam, Date, or Place. (147- ?). 

CoLULTiON. — ^Eighteen printed leaves, unsigned, with a 
blank both at beginning and end. 

The type is all No. 2. There are 22 lines of uneven 
length to a full page, and a long line measures 8} inches. 
Without signatures, folios, or catchwords. 

The Text begins thus on the recto of the first printed 
leaf:— 

Htc 9nrt9tt CtoctatuB (ut gntttulatur 
Sitfamta %dXvatam . 

Xift rlricttt a ilttmtt Augmrto bt te 
e sKtiimtwc bnttusu^ orftut Hec autem 

toesscttvcio prima facta tut a ixtaibt . 
Sbixit (Sttmo * m itiant onui ut pfttrnittur 
0tngult in (tuitatrm Eua Af»tnW tt Sontp^ 
and ends with a full page on the eighteenth recto. 
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<$ccU0taurti(t btfo • Sbi Wii ttit wnt . etiitit 
ilUm et ottba tlloK a yunicta tU00 « Sbi fHit 
tiii Bint / fuxm onqpun tlUui et turn mrtmtant 
IfttlETrm foctim tuam all tUa^ • fiogortits • 
<I9iiauui 4^0 iutrtuK cttt • tu m j^ae btta nn Met 
eime lucur tii ne^ett tpto fine ctit tetmtnanlnat • 

This printed tract diffets entirely from the MS. in the 
British Museum^ Baydl 13 A ziy, ^'De Xti in&ntia," but 
agrees partiaUj with the ^^Erangeliam Infanti»" attributed 
to St. James, and printed in voL i of the '^ Codex apocryphus 
Novi Testamenti," by Fabricius. 

The only Existing Copy known is in the Royal Uni- 
versity Library, Odttingen. It is in good condition, and was 
purchased in 1746 of Osborne, for this library, at 15« (?). 
Ames described this very copy when in the library of Lord 
Oxford, but neither Herbert nor Dibdin could hear of its 
existence, nor discover it in the Harleian Catalogue. It is 
there nevertheless, among the *'Libri Latini. Quarto,'* and 
thus described, '^In&ntia Salvatoris Tractatus, eorio fwcicv, 
deaurat Lond. apud Caxton, sim Loco.** (See Caialogus 
BtbUotheca Harimtu^ vol v, page 252, No. 7008). 

No. 19.— The Temple ov Qulbs. Quarto. Sine ulld notd. 
{Ante 1479.) 

CoLLATiOK. — ^Three 4** and one 5^ unsigned, or 84 leaves, 
of which the Ist is (?) blank. 

Typographical Pahtioularb.— There is no title-page. 
The type is No. 2 only. Full lines measure 4 inches, and 
each page contains 28 lines. Without signatures or catch- 
words. 

After the blank the poem commenoes on the 8nd recto, 
with space for a 2-line initial, with director :-* 

• tTfie ttmpU of 8la0 « 

t &t iifMifyt tMnttejptt ic grnuntis tettsn^is 

Co ftelr 3 toent note tt^ia ot|n ttsgAit 
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The Text ends at the Ibot of the 84th recto, 

glo\x> 80 tfn tM8 ^^ V^ ^ i^ i^ V^^^ 
* OBxyltcit t|e timyk oC ilw • 

There seemB no doubt that thk was <»ie of the leas &T0iired 
compositionB of Dan John, although l^ some writers it has 
been attributed to Hawea. It was rqHrinted by Wynken de 
Worde. 

The only EzisiiNa Ck)PT is in the Public Library, Cam- 
bridge (AB. 8. 48. 5). It is perfect^ excepting the blank (?) 
leaf, and was fonneriy bound witii other pieces in a volumo 
alr^uly described at page 51. Measurement 8j[^ x 5| inches. 

No. 20.— Thjb Chorlb and thb Bird. Quarto. Ftrst Edi- 
tion. Smeulldnoti. (AnUUld.) 

Ck)LLATi(»r«— One 6^ or 10 leaves, of which the Ist is 
Uank. 

Ttfog&afhioal PABTI0X7LAB&— There is no title-page. 
The type nsed is No. 2 only. Full lines measure 4 inches, 
and each page contains three verses of ^'Baiad Boyal,'* or 28 
lines, indnding a Uank line between the stanzas. Without 
signatures or catchwords. 

After the blank the poem commences on the 2nd recto, 
space being left, with a dmotor, for the insation of a 2-line 
initial. 

The text begins thus : — 

9 ViMttsm o( oltie Uitness atib fisutes 
imfitd^ ptottsti tnt ftutttiip o( satitttitt 

The Text ends on the 10th verso, 

Soo UteU Vf^vft anil tcctnumtie me 
ttnio 1118 vuiUtUx tottii ^mAte Eflbctioit 
ISeseke fism lotolfi of mms anli pste 
et tlnn nite maitsni to j^aui couqiiauiHsion 
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Anil 00 tou(|ttig t^ ttaiuOodon 
enxt sit tuMii^ I flotD tfiot j^tt ntgltolOi te 
Allf tfimg t0 0ani bnlin: cotmtum 
tmtti 0iippottanon of W intufgnste 

« (H^ipUctt t|e (|orlf anil t|e titttif « 

This &ble is always indnded among the oompositions of 
Lydgate. It was reprinted by Pjmson, and a copy in the 
Grenville library (11226), has ttie following autograph note — 
** The same story is told by Alphonsns in his fable of the 
labourer and the nightingale, and in Gesta Bomanorom, cap. 
169." A perfect copy is at Cambridge, taken from the volume 
of poems abeady described at p. 200, and a fragment is in the 
British Museum. 

No. 21. — The Choble and thb Bird. Quarto. Second 
Edition. Sins ulld notd. (Ante 1479.) 

The similarity of these two editions is exact so far as the 
number of stanzas, number of lines to a page, and the general 
state of the text ; but there is an evident variation in the 
typographical minutiae, such as the omission of the director, 
the use of full-points and colons as ornamentation, and above 
all the constant variation in orthography. Take the 1st line 
as an example : — 

Ed. 1. 9 VUMmn of tat Warn m\i fitrntn 
Ed. 2. vAlmM of one Itltimi anli ttaxtn 

and the last line, 

Ed. 1. . fSxflitit % c^otle atUi t^ iitbt « 
Ed. 2. ^xflitit t|e iS^xlt atCb t^t iittit . : . 

The only known Exibtiko CSopy is in the Chapter Library 
at York. It is j^^i^k^ with the original blank. A reprint from 
this copy was presented to the Boxburghe Club by Sir M. M. 
Sykes. 
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No. 22.— The Temple op Brass^ or the Paruahsnt op 
Fowi^. Some Baladb. Envoy op Chaxjoer to 
Skogak. Qmri<f. Sine uOd notd. {Ante 1479). 

Typographical Particulars. — ^There ia no title-page. 
The type used is No. 2 only. Full lines measure 8} inches, 
instead of 4 inches, as in the former pieces, and each page 
contains 23 lines. Without signatures or catchwords. 

The Text begins on the first recto, without a blank leaf, — 

|e Ijfi 00 0jftcnt tfie craft 00 loge to Imte 
€^a»ndiiitt 00 ^ati 00 sifywcp tfie amttunsttl 

On the 17th recto, 

fSxtlkit tfie tmpU of ixM 

The Tract ends on 24th yerso, 

WiM tmiet er0t 0to8an Uwm't for |ii0 toff 

Doubtless the poem did not end here, but the copy at 
Cambridge is imp^ect, haying only 24 leayes, besides which 
th^e are a few leayes at the British Museum, but no perfect 
copy has yet been discoyered. 

No. 28. — ^The Book op Courtesy. Quarto, First Edition, 
Sine ullA notd. {Ante 1479). 

Collation. — One 4" and one 8"= 14 leayes, of which the 
last is blank. 

Typographical PARTicuLARfl. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type is all No. 2. Full lines measure 8} inches. 28 lines 
to a page, including a blauk line between the stanzas. With- 
out signatures or catchwords. 

The Text begins thus : — 

I Stgl 90^ 0St$ sour tenure ntOuuse 
StonHet^ 00 set bnlier / in Wfirmtrr 
ITo bice or bertu to meusn or applse 
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The Text ends on the 18fch recto, 

Anil i^oto to ftmt I Ij^ft^ fun m a tiiaste 
itepe 9dur tttaset / tfiat it lie not t^et iagte 

Ollxpltnt tj^e idoft of cuitecti^e. 

The Idth veraoy and the 14th leaf are blank. 

The only Existing Gopy is in the Pnblio library. Gam- 
bridge (AB. 8. 48. 7), and was formwly in the voluine of 
tracta described at page 51. 

No. 24.— <2uS]tK AKifiLlBA AKB FALSX ABOTTK.'— ThS COM- 
PLAINT OF Chaucer to his Purse. Quarto. Sine ulld 
notd. (AnieU79). 

Collation. — One 5* or 10 leayea, aD printed. 

Typographical Particx^labs. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type is No. 2 only. Full lines measure d| inches, 23 
lines to a page. Without signatures or catchwords. Space 
is left at the commencement for a 2-line initial. 

The Text begins:— 

t |ott fiet0 goto oC atfkini / inam t|e tprlie 
C|at in t|e (tO0ts contti tailfH teore 
Sffilttfim tfis stS0lfi temirte Cul o( Irrrtoe 

The Text ends on the 9th recto, 

Hota) tfiat uxtita / anrtflia 00 dote 
Half) tfiitlelr tottfi tfie yesnt o( xtmtbuct 

Cj^tus enlreti t^t comvlesnt of anelQia 

On the same page is Chancer^ *' Oomplaint to his Porse^" 
in three stanxas of Bated Royal,'' the tract ending with 

(St Bit ttA finf0. * . ' 

on the 10th recto. 

The only BxtsriKG Copt known is in the Pablic Library, 
Cambridge^ and was formeriy in the yduxne of tracts described 
at page 51 . 
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No. 2^.—B0VrBIV8 DE COKBOUMaaSX PlOLOaOPHI^ TBAK8- 
JUATXD OTTO EXQiASSB. BT GBOFFBBT ChAUCER. ^i^ZlO. 

^I WiUiam Caaton Juwb dom my devoir to etyfrinte U." 
Without Place or Dak. {Ante 1479). 

Collation. — JSk^rea i" and one 8" « 94 leaTes^ of wfaioh 
the first IS blank. 

TTFO0RAFHICAL PabtioulaM. — ^WHhont title-page, rig^ 
natnresy joalK^vords, or tolkm. Two types No. 2 for tbe bodj 
and No. 8 for the Latin qnotationjs, are used* The Uftes are 
not qmced to one length. FnU lines measnre 5 inohesy and 
4ihere are 29 to a page. Spaoe has been left aft the eommenoe* 
ment of diapters for the insertion oi 2-b'ne initiak. 

After a blank leaf tiie Text oomm^oes with the title in 
Latin in type No. 8, on the 2nd reoto, the Ei^lish trandation 
lieiBg wfiifomly in type No. 2 : — 

<Sar»iita qui qiiLonlram 0tu)iii fL$xenti ftufi 
^UiiliM ^tu mtnun ntot initt muten 

a Uaus S toepstttg am xtmsitmwii to i^nmne bras 
0t »mufitU motece • tT^ot tItSfifilom in 1bmn00lfttng 
0ttilf5e malre teUtofilf titteed / jFor lo reifiysng miuif0 at 

On the 98rd reeto, ijurd lia^ 

tfifn <r(4^ SFuige tpm nttt^ atA abtt tfiat tmndj^ afle 

Gaxton has added an interesting epilogue, which oocnpies 
the remainder of the recto and the whole of the verso, being 
followed, on the 94th recto, by the ^Bpiti^hia Oalfridi 
Ghaaoer," printed in tjpe No. 8, which oondndai on the 
verse^ and the last few limes of which are :— 

4to#t ^ittum ftaxton k$luit tt biutxt cuta 

WOiilltlmi . Htli^Httx elate poeta tui 

Jlramliia nott 0«ttt«i tt^npttunit opnutnlfitttrain 

P 2 
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This epitaph waa written by a brother poet, Stephen 
Snrigo, Lie. Deer., of Milan, and is most interesting as show- 
ing, in connection with the previous epilogue (given in Vol. I, 
page 149), that not only did Caxton perpetuate the memory 
of the great poet by printing his works, but that he also 
raised a public monument to his memory before St. Benet's 
Chapel, in Westminster Abbey, in the shape of a piUar sup- 
porting a tablet upon which the above '^Epitaphye" was 
written. 

There are few ancient authors, whose works received 
greater attention in the fifteen century than those of Boethius. 
M. Paris gives an account of five difEerent translations of the 
^'De Consolatione " into French verse, all of that age, and 
contained in the Bib. Imp., Paris. 

Every library of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, of 
which we have any account, appears to have contained a copy: 
many had several. In the Ihical Library, Bruges, 1467, was 
a manuscript with this title, '^Boece de Gonsoladon en 
englois," which is not unlikely to have been the translation 
of Chaucer. 

Some writers, and among them Dibdin (" Typ. Ant." VoL 
I, page 806), have doubted whether Chaucer was the real 
translator of the version under review, but none of the manu- 
scripts attribute it to any other writer ; and, not to quote the 
express mention of it in the ** Betractation," Chaucer himself 
includes it among his works in the following couplet (line 
425) from the " L^;end of Good Women,"— 

And for to speke of other holynesae 
He hath in proee translated Boeoe. 

In this translation Chaucer appears to have chosen the 
original Latin for his text. He certainly did not take it from 
any of the French versions noticed above, nor from those 
described by M. Paris; nor is it, as Dibdin suggests, from the 
anonymous translation, printed by Colard Mansion in 1477. 
But from whatever source derived, it was, if we may judge 
from the many o^ies extant, very &vouiably received. Our 
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printer especiaUj took great delight in what he terms the 
^'ornate and fiayr" langaage of the poet, and in the epilogne 
to his edition he has left ns a most interesting tribute of his 
admiration. 

There are three copies of this book in the British Mnseum, 
one at Cambridge two at the Bodleian, one at Exeter, and 
one at Magdalen College, Oxford ; one at Bipon Minster, one 
at Sion College, London, and six in private hands. The copy 
discovered at the St. Alban's Grammar School was sold to the 
British Mnseum, and was remarkable for the largest ^'find** 
of printed fragments in the boards with which the book was 
bound, ever recorded.* 

* An aooonnt of this disooTorj maj be foimd InterestiDg, showing 
ttrongly the importanoe of examining the ooTen of old books before 
rejecting them. In the smnmer of 1858 I inspected the old librarj in 
the Grammar School attached to the Abbej of St Albans. I found a 
few Talnable books all contained in an old deal enpboard, npon which 
the leakage from the roof had dripped, apparently for years. It must 
hare been long since any one had touched a book tiiere, and the amomt 
of dost and decay was certainly enough to deter even a bibliomaniac 
from so doing. After examining a few interesting books I pulled out 
one which was lying flat upon the top of others. It was in a most 
deplorable state, covered thickly with a damp sticky dust, and with a 
considerable portion of the back rotted away by wet. The white decay 
fell in lumps on the floor as the unapiN'eciated Tolnme was opened. It 
proTed to be Geoffrey Chaucer's English translation of ** Boecius de 
Consolatione Fhilosophiae," printed by Cazton, in the original binding, 
as issued from Caxton's workshop, and uncut 1 1 On examining the 
amount of damage it had sustained, I found that the wet, which had 
injured the book, had also, by separating the layers of paper of which 
the ooTers were composed, rerealed the interesting fact that several 
fragments, on which Caxton's types appeared, had been used in their 
manufacture. After vexatious opposition and repeated delays the Acting 
Trustees were induced to allow the book, which they now prized highly, 
to be deposited in the care of Mr. J. Winter Jones, of the British 
Museum, for the purpose of rebinding. On dissecting the covers they 
were found to be composed entirely of waste sheets from Caxton's press, 
two or three being printed on one side only. The two covers yielded no 
less than fifty-six half-sheets of printed paper, proring the existence of 
three works from Caxton's press quite unknown before. The following 
is the list of the fragments, all genuine specimens of England's first 
printer, though unfortunately mostly in very poor condition : — 
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Ko. 26. — CORDTALB, Olt THE POTTE LaST THmG8. Folio. 

With Prmt^B Nixme, hut without Place. March Uth, 
1479. 

Ck)LLATiON.— Nine 4'"' and one 8" = 78 leayes, of which 
the Ist and last are blank. 

Typogeaphical Particulars.— There is no title-page. 
Two types are used, Nos. 2* and 8, the latter for proper names 
and Latin only. The lines are not spaced ont to one length. 
A fun line measures 5 inches. Mostly 29 lines to a page, but 
sometimes 28. Without signatures, catchwords, or folios. 
Space left for the insertion of 8 and 4-line initials, with 
director. Commencing with a blank leaf the prologue of the 
translator follows on the 2nd recto, space being left for a 
4-line &• 

The Text begins thus : — 

llcologtte of tfie fTtanslatm:* 

%3nv9tiMi$ bttrcis tfettsng i4M»t / toe otof 
a to calle to out mgtOitn % mansf^nie ggftes 

tit grace / tottfi tfie ienefatttte * tfiat out lottre 
of $10 inoo0t plmtmeutfc ioitte tatfi Tixam bs 
teut(|e0 m t|)t0 Tfxtmit ttaiusitoixe lif * 9ZRfiu|e Hemem 

The text ends with twenty lines on the 77th rerso, the 
last eight of which are — 



1. The Engliflh **Jaaoii," ten 

leaves. 

2. " Dictes,*' ihiee leares. 

3. " ChiOQicles," six leaTes. 

4. " Description of Brilain,*' eight 

leaves. 

6. "Works of Sapience," (ex- 
tremely rare), two leaves. 

6. " Ttdle," seven leaves. 

7, Lydgate's " Life of onr Lady," 

two leaves. 



8. ''Assembly of Fowls," fourteen 
leaves. 

9. " The Chorle and the Bird," 
two leaves. 

10. "The Hone, the Sheep, and 
the Goose," four leaves. 

11. "Horae beata Virginls " 
(unique), four leaves. 

12. ** Pica Sarum " (unique), eight 
leaves. 

18. " An Indulgence of Pope Six- 
tn8V,"(?) two slips ofiparch- 
ment (unique). 
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inttnu vtmsLwntt hi %tum tLmtn . «8l|<c|e toetkt fxt^ 
nmt § iqtan t|e mom after tj^e naOie Ihtttftatcimtnf ottt 
ilinnit las.imtitlftetoauBi t^etfietasetf fteint ttla0e 
ISiMj^ anil marttt • flnli Cm00$f)i on t^i men of tib^n 
tmnetatton of out mUi hilU»Oi lOs f allimit on t|e toeli 
netrtiaB tj^e xaritif tiase of iKa.te|e . Jfittj^exixseet of 
Kfing iStoioatlietl^fdtictl^ 
The 78th leaf, which doses the yolmne, is blank. 

The French edition of this work (see page 18S, ants) was, 
if similaritj of workmanship in all points may justify the 
oondnnon, before the print^ while at work npon this the 
Euj^ish edition. 

Dr. Dibdin, to whom the French edition was unknown, 
says that Earl Rivers translated from the Latin ; bat as all 
the other prodnctions of the Earl's pen, printed by Oaxton, 
were from the French, there wonld be strong grounds for 
supposing that this had come through the same channd, were 
not the fiict established by its not being a literal translation 
of any Latin edition, while it is an accurate reproduction, 
line for line and almost word for word, of the French edition. 

About the date also there has been some confusion. 
Maittaire and Panzer attribute the printing to 1478, Lewis 
to 1479, Dibdin to 1480; and Lord Orford thinks Oaxton, 
unless he was two years employed upon it, has made a typo- 
graphical error in the date. The dates in reality are yery 
plain. Gaxton says that Lord Bivors delivered the English 
translation to him to be printed, upon the day of ''The 
Purification,'* which is further stated to have been the 2nd 
day of February, 1478 ; but as the year did not then begin 
until the 25th of Maioh, it would, according to the present 
reckoning, be February, 1479. The printing was begun the 
very next day, on the '' morning after the said Punfication," 
andj>ompleted upon the 24th day of March, in the nineteenth 
year of Edward lY. This regnal year was comprised between 
March 4th, 1479, and March drd, 1480, thus again giving 
the year 1479 for the completion of the book. From this it 
is evident that instead of taking over two years for the print- 
ing it oooupied Oaxton just seven weeks. In VoL I, page 
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149, may be seen the entire epilogae, as written and printed 
by Cazton. 

For the literary history of " Cordyale," see the remarks on 
''Les Qoatre Derrenieres Choses/' already notioed. 

Copies are in the British Mnsemn, Cambridge^ Bodleian, 
and Hunterian Museum, Olasgow. Five are in private 
libraries. 

No. 27. — ^FrATRIS liAUBENTn OULISLMI DE SAONA MaB- 
OABITA ElOQUXNTLS OABTIGAT^ AD ELOQUENDUK 

DIYINA AOOOIOCODATA. Folio. Sme uUd fwtd. (1479- 
80?) 

CoLLATiOK. — One 8*, one sheet, eleven 5", and one 8* = 
124 leaves. 

Typogbaphigal Pabtioulabs. — ^There is no title-page. 
Type No. 2* only is used. The lines, of which there are 29 
to a page, are in most cases of uneven length, although in 
some pages they are spaced out very regularly. Long lines 
measure 5 inches. Without signatures or catchwords. Space 
is left, with a director, for the insertion of initials 8 or 4 lines 
in depth. The hyphen is in this volume not unfrequently 
used instead of the / or y , as a mark of punctuation. Chap- 
ters generally commence with a line, or two or three worde^ 
in capital letters ; and the ends of paragraphs are often orna- 
mented with an array of points ; for instance, «:*:.:*:• 
The Text begins on the 1st recto, with the prohemium, — 

dTratrttf lautmnf guil^ltttt ^^ f^^^^ ottfinis 
mto fac< tliW Iroctom ptemiu t noua ttf^otoa 
t 

®gttantt mit^i ntptmvmo^eit Iriligenct^ con? 
temylati <i)ttt romoliitattd c|)tttc|) spUnliorte ic glone ufUxu 

On the 5th verso. 
On the 58rd recto, 

tmtt fontltatte : Jn vm sifttialita mttot ogtt lie |i)0 ^^t 
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The Second Book ends and the Third begins on the 88id 
recto. 

On the 185th recto is ft oondnding chapter, the Text 
ending, on the verso of the 186th leaf, thus : — 

in ttinitaU petfecta uiuit et regnat per in&nita sentla senu 
Iontm« AM^^. 

(Explicit Ufter tmm : ft optu t^ttotitt f anUtatts p tm 
txt laumttiu ®tttlf Imi Ire Saona otlrintcs mmt Mttt pa 
gine pfescsore exlrtctt^ te0timontF0C|^ 0aa:att00imat striptu^ 
tax/ Iroctotci; pftati00tinor omipUatu et 9&niiatu : nuiim 
ex cau0t0 cen0tttt appellanlru fore ^argaritam elofuentie 
cacstigate all eloquenlru limtna aamnolratani 

^ompitatu aitf futt t)or optus m alma ttniuersKttate <San 
taftrigte . Slnno Imi « i4^8 . liie et • 6 « §uUi « c|uo liie 
fecstum Sanete ^artf^e reeoUtr. Stift proteetione Sentiscsi 
mi regis anglorum ii^ttarlri c|uarti 

RsMABKS. — ^There can be no doubt in the mind of any 
one acquainted with the Westminster books that this issued 
from Gaxton's press. It agrees with them not only in charac- 
ter of type, but in length of line, depth of page, and other 
typographical peculiarities. Nor is there much uncertainty 
about the date. It was not written till July, 1478, and the 
first dated book in the types with which it is printed (Type 
No. 2*) made its first appearance in March, 1479, the latest 
dated book in the preceding Type (No. 2) being February, 1478. 
In 1480 Oaxton discontinued entirely the practice of leaving 
his lines of au uneven length, but the majority of pages in 
this volume have their lines uneven. The book was therefore 
printed after July, 1478, and before or very early in 1480. 

It is worthy of notice, that about the same time that 
Caxton, at Westminster, was engaged upon this work, the 
printer-schoolmaster at St. Alban's was also making it one of 
the first essays of his press. There certainly was not a longer 
period than two years and a half between the two editions. 
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which^ 80 &r as the text goeB, agree yerj dosdj, the St. 
Alban's printer having apparently reprinted from the edition 
by Carton. 

It is also very remarkable that this work should have 
been known and described for more than 150 years, yet never 
till October, 1861, recognised as the production of Carton's 
press. In the Public Library, Cambridge, is a volume of 
documents relating to Corpus Christi College, which was used 
by Strype for his Life of Archbishop Parker; and among 
them is a catalogue of the books bequeathed by the Aidir 
bishop to the Ufanny of that College. At fcHo 255 is the 
foDowing entry under the general head of ** Books in parch- 
ment closures as they lye on heaps on the upmost shelves :" — 
**Bethorica nova impressa Canteh,fo. 1478." Strype, in his 
Life of Parker, misled by this entry, attributed ttie book to 
an early press at Cambridge ; and Bagford, writing to Tanner 
in 1707, says, '* I cannot but impart unto you, that very lately 
good Mr. Strype hath gave me an account of a booke which 
archbishop Parker gave to the Publick libraiy <^ Benet college, 
and is a piece of rethorick, by one Qui. de Saona, a minority 
printed at Cambridge, 1476." Ames, who only knew the book 
fix)m these accounts, and a fieMssimile of the beginning and end 
salt him by Mr. North, placed this work at the head of the 
list of Cambridge books in his Typographical Antiquities, 
1749, and gave an engraving of North's fisKSsimile ; which led 
him to state that " the types were much like Caxton's largest." 
Herbert merely repeated the account of Ames; and thus it 
was reserved for Mr. Bradshaw in consulting the library of 
Corpus Christi College for another purpose, to examine the 
volume and to recognise the interesting £act that, although 
compiled at Cambridge in the year 1478, it was printed with 
the unmistakeable types of Caxton, and agreed in typo« 
graphical particulars with the books issued from the West- 
minster press between 1479-80. 

Laurentius Gulielmi de Traversanis, of Saona (or Savona, 
as it is more commonly called), was bom about 1414. His 
native city, not very far from Genoa^ is better known as the 
birthplaoe of Christopher Columbus. He entered the Fran- 
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ciscan CanTent tbere under Fraaoeaoo di BoTere, afterwards 
Pope Sixtos lY. He studied at the oniYersities of Pada% 
Bologna, Cambridge, and PariSy and seems finallj to have 
retired to his own convent at Bayona, where he died^ and to 
which he was a great benefiictor. Wadding (Scripiam Ord. 
Mm. folio, Ronasd, 1650) mentions several of his works. 

Besides the oopf mentioned above, there is one at the 
University Library, Upsala^ both being in perfect condition. 

No. 28.—- Thb Dictbs ubtd Sayings mr ths Phiu)80ph£bs. 
**Emprynted by me William Gazton at WnAmsstr^r 
FoUo. Seamd Edition. Dated 1^11 y hut printed about 
1480. With Colophon. 

Collation. — ^Eight 4"", and two 8" a= 76 leaves, of which 
the 1st is blank. 

Ttfoorafhioal Pabtioulabs. — ^There is no title-page. 
Type No. 2* only is nsed. The hnee are nearly always spaced 
oat to an even length, and measore 5 inches ; 29 lines to a 
fhU page. Without signatures, folios, or catchwords. Bpaoe 
IS left at the beginning of chapters for the insertion of 8-line 
initials. 

The difference between this and the 1st edition (see page 
186, ante) is considerable. That was printed from the original 
fount of type No. 2 ; this fix)m a re-casting of the same fount, 
showing many alterations in the punches. (See the preliminary 
chapter to this volume). That has the pages throughout the 
volume very uneven as to the length of the line ; this nearly 
always even. That, with the unique exception of the Althorpe 
copy, is without the colophon ; this has the colophon, of which 
a &csimile is given in the annexed plate, in every copy. 
Lastly, the orthography varies throughout the whole volume. 

We must here notice the first instance of a practice com- 
mon among the early printers, and doubtless inherited from 
the scribes, namely, that of reprinting in subsequent editions 
the colophons and dates strictly applicable to the 1st edition 
only. Thus the three editions of "Dictes and Sayings," 
which issued from Caxton's printing office, all bear the same 
date of imprint, November, 1477, while we know that type 
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No. 2*, in which the 2nd edition is printed, was not naed till 
after YehruBsj, 1478, and type No. 6, in which the 8rd edition 
is printed, was not in nae till abont 1488. 

The literary history of ^'Dictes and Sayings" has been 
already recounted at page 188, ante. 

Copies are in the British Mosemn, Trinity OoU^e, Dublin, 
and the library of the Duke of Devonshire. 

No. 29. — ^Lbttbbs op Indulgence issued by John Ken- 
dal IN 1480, BY AUTHORITT OP POPB SiXTUS IV, 

POB Assistance at the Siege op Rhodes. On 
parchment. 
Typogbaphical Pabticulabb. — ^The type is No. 2* only, 
but from the warping of the skin assumes in many parts a 
very deceptive appearance. The lines, which are considerably 
extended, but all of one length, measure 9^ inches. The large 
4-line wooden initial is to be noticed as being in all probability 
the earliest instance of printed initials in this country ; they 
certainly do not appear in any book for which this type was 
used. The whole of the document occupies 19 long lines, of 
which the following are the beginning and end : — 

Hatrr Jfoj^anims ItenlraU Cttrctpelerttus H^olrt at 
4p' (Qmmto0aTm0 A Mmti^nvm in X9xi»ta patre | it 

liomtno notrtto liomino Sbixta litutna ptouttrencta 
papa c|uatto et btgote Uttrrarum csttarum pro txpt^ \ 
Wis}m contra po^fitros turc^ois xpricstiani nommt0 ^oaUii « 
in WtnaUmtm in%nU Hj^olrt 9c fitrei rat^olu^ | ce (acta et 
fartmlra coitce^^arum all tnfrasctpta p bittun:0um orlinn 

IreptltatlWS • JBiUct' nofite m IpO | Symoni Mountfort et 

Emme vxori ei' Salute in ino 0mprta:na ^roumtt ei tue 
lreuottont0 affectu po romaita | 

%n qfuor' filrnn fia0 Tras no0tra0 StgtUi no0tn ap | 
pemttone mttnttas ftnt m00tmu0 atc|^ manlrautmu0 • fiat^ 
ultimo die Mesis ma/rcij aniio lommi | iKiUe0iino qfuall:: 
rmgentestmo octose0tmo 

Bemabks. — ^The following particulars concerning John 
Kendal are gathered from an article in Archaologia, toL xxvii. 
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page 172, written by Sir P. Madden, and entitled "Docu- 
mentB relating to Perkin Warbeck." 

In a depoflition made by one Bernard de Yignoles, at 
fionen in 1495, concerning a plot against the king's life, one 
of the persons implicated was John Kendal, Grand Prior of 
the Order of St. John of Jemsalem in England. He is also 
remarkable as having been the subject of the earliest contem- 
porary English medal in existence, which is dated 1480, the 
period of the Siege of Rhodes. On this he is styled " Turoo- 
polier,** or General of the Infantry of the Order, the oflftce of 
which was annexed to that of Grand Prior of England. Yet 
although the medal so designates him, it is not probable that 
he was actually present at the siege, as in that very year 
{RytMTy April, 1480) Edward lY ordered all persons to assist 
John Eendal, in Ireland, in procuring aid and money against 
the Turks. In this proclamation he is styled '' Tiurcopolier 
of Rhodes, and hcum tenms of the Grand Master in Italy, 
England, Flanders, and Ireland." In Browne-Willis (Mit. 
Abb.) Eendal appears in 1491 and 1501 as Prior of the 
Hospital of St. John of Jemsalem in London. He was lieu- 
tenant of the Grand Master in Italy, England, Flanders, and 
Ireland, and was amply famished with indulgences and par- 
dons for all who give personal service. In this o£Bice of 
recruiting he was occupied at the time of the celebrated Siege 
of Rhodes in 1480. His arms, impaled with those of England, 
may still be seen on the walls of an hotel at Rhodes. 

In the Numismatic department of the British Museum is 
a medal connected with John EendaL Obv. Bust of Eendal 
in armour marked with the cross of the Enights of St. John ; 
head bare ; hair straight and long ; legend, lo. kendal bhodi 
TVECVPKLABivs. Bev, Arms of Eendal. Cross of St. John 
in Chief. Legend, ifi tsmfobb obsidionis tvbchobym 

MOOOCLXXX. 

There are probably two Existing Copies, although but 
one is a present known. This is in the British Museum (C. 
18, e. 2), and was purchased in 1845. The blank space for 
the name is filled in with ^'Synumi Mauntfort et Enum vxm 
0?y and it is dated the last day of March^ 1480. 
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The fiey. Joseph Honter noticed the exutenoe of this 
** Indnlgence/' and wrote to Herbert aboat it, but it wm not 
then recognised as a production of Caxton's press; and, 
althoogh the same document, muat have been another oopj; 
as the blanks were filled in with the names of Bichard GattlTn 
and John Gattlyn, April 16th, 1480. 

No. 80. — PAB7U8 ET Magstus Chato. FoUo. Sine uild twid. 
With Woodcuts. Third Edif4an. (1481?) 

OoLLATiOK.— « il t 4''% y^^""^^ leaves^ of which a \ is 
Uank. 

Ttfogeafhioal PABTicuLABa — ^There is no titie-page. 
Two siflcs of type oocur. No. 2* and No. 8, the latter being 
nsed for the Latin oonj^ets as well as the ^'Inci|nt" and 
''Explicit" lines. Length of long lines 4} inches; 2d lines 
to a page. Signatures are met here lor the first time, lower- 
case letters and Boman nnmerals being used. Without folios 
or catdiwordfl. 

Oommencing with a Uank leaf the title-line foDowi^ on 
a if recto, in type No. 8. Hie Text begins thus: — 

Hie tHciptt patuiut at)ato 

f Woodcut tf f\mr PupiU, one of whom mean a fooVt eap, hnoeling 
^ore « Tutor, who, rod in hmmd, sits iM a hi^MmoJud eha4r). 

Stm aia alittertete c|uam $ou0 gtaititft ntarr 

flnli ut toto U\z UXkm txxm gretuitiiac 

On Big. a ilti recto, 

?ISl|an ce it vlu let not fiout %ttU ie Qence 
38ttt liotfi m f^ saptfi tDttfi al fiout nttntte 
|gtt €nt0 pattti cat|iom0 

{Woedo^^FiAoe PufUt hmeoUfng before ihtkr Tutor, foko, ooatod im 
a chair, is Uaehing them from a booh upo% a loetom htforo him). 

^Farvas Oiato* cootaina 7 fltansas, and is foBowed, on 
sig. a Itt -varso, by 

Mtc indfit maftnai 4C^alo 
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The Text ends, on 4th reoto of sig. t — 

Hm j^aue S f^^ tfiot 0f)al je gufilie an)r lelre 
Sittesi^t to gooli fftme 9c Unt fiou in 1^ $ou0 

RsxABKS. — ^The Text iB evidently a reprint from one of 
the early editions in qnarto (see pages 200 and 208^ ante), and 
was by no means intended as a kind of supplement" to the 
** Gathon glossed,** printed a year or two later by Caxton, as 
sappoeed by Dr. Dibdin in Typ. Ant.y vol. i, page 201. 

Two woodonts add to the interest of this volnme; one 
being at the beginning and one at the end of the ^'ParvoB 
Ghato/' (See Plate 27.) The same cats also appear in the 
" Mirrour of the World," which raises the question of pre- 
cedency. Here, at first sight, one would give priority to 
the '' Mirrour/' as the cuts appear newer and cleaner; but 
this is very deceptive, depending more upon the amount of 
ink and pressure used than on the condition of the cuts. 
The breabage of some of the lines in the " Mirrour " is a much 
more sure sign, and this teDs strongly in fevour of ** Parvus 
Chato." The greater appropriateness of the designs to the 
"Parvus Chato," a boy's book, than to the illustration of 
grammar and logic as in the '^ Mirrour," leads to the same 
conclusion. It is therefore considered that these two cuts 
were designed originally for the ** Parvus Chato," which 
in that case must have been printed previously to the 
"Mirrour," 1481. 

There is nothing to induce us to attribute to foreign 
artists the production of these woodcuts, which diow no 
amount of skill either in design or execution, which is not 
far surpassed in the undoubted productions of English scribes 
and miniature painters of the same period. They may, there- 
fore, be considered as probably the eariiest specimens of wood- 
engraving in England. 

Two perfect copies are known : one in St. John's GoDege, 
Oxford, and the other at Althorpe. 
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No. 81. — ^Thb Mirbotte op the World. Folio. First 
Edition, Translated USl. Woodcuts. Without Printef^s 
Name, Date or Place, hut in 1481. 

Ck)LLATiON.— a ftcliefBf»ittlmare4", nifla2" = 
100 leayeSy of which a 1 and the verso of tt 4 are blank. 

Ttfographical Pabticulabs. — ^There is no title-page. 
The only type nsed is No. 2*. A fiill page contains 29 lines, 
which are fiilly spaced ont aind measure 4| inches. Without 
folios or catchwords. Signatures in lower-oase letters and 
Arabic numerals. The number of woodcuts is 84. After the 
first (blank) leaf the '' Table ** commences on sig a 2 recto. 

llie Text begins thus : — 

U bolttme nameU tfii Dtmout of tfie tootlb or ft^vtMV 
tit tfie same 

ends on the 4th recto of sig. n^ the yerso being blank, 

fieltfie / ainlr aftn: tj^us 0t)ott ^ ttaiutitotse Isf t)e itsnge 
j^m anil b0 in to ^m celortsal Uc00e in ^tntm Stmnt/ 

Remarks. — ^The origin of this work cannot be traced very 
satis&ctorily ; but as showing a much better acquaintance 
with the cosmology of the world than any previous compo- 
sition, it may be interesting to examine the evidence of its 
authorship. 

Vincent de Beauvais, of the Order of Preaching Friars, 
who, from the dedication attached to several of his produc- 
tions, appears to have flourished in the reign of St. Louis, 
composed an extensive work in Latin, consisting of four 
parts — ^'^ Speculum Naturale," "Speculum Doctrinale,'* ** Spe- 
culum Historiale,'' and " Speculum Morale." The whole was 
entitled " Speculum majus," for the following reason, given in 
the third chapter of the First Book, **Majus autem, ad dififer- 
entiam parvi libelli jamdndum editi, cujus titulus Speculum 
vd Lnago mundi, in quo scilicet hujus mundi sensibilis dis- 
positio et omatns pauds verbis describitur. M. Dannou thinks 
that the "parvus libdlns" here referred to was the "Imago 
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Mundi" from which ^'Lymage dn Monde" was tranfilated, 
and that it was a previous composition of Vincent de Beau- 
Tais ; and Montfiaaoon quotes a manuscript in the St. Germain 
collection (Fonds Latin^ 926) in support of the same view, in 
which we read '' Iste liber intitulatus Speculum vel Imago 
Mundi editus a fre. Yincentio ordinis fratrum predicatorum/' 
But Vincent's reference to a Speculum Mundi, '' jamdudum 
editus," by no means suggests that 'he wrote that as well as 
his own; and unfortunately as no copy is known, the foci 
even of its agreement with " Lymage du Monde " cannot be 
verified. The manuscript quoted by Mont&ucon is no evidence 
at all, as M. Paris, on examination, found it to be identical 
with the "Speculum Historiale," or the Third Part of Vin- 
cent's " Speculum Majus," which is by no means " a rational 
description of the world and its products shortly described." 
The compilation of " Speculum Mundi," from Vincent's " Spe- 
culum Naturale," as suggested by Greswell, is equally far from 
the truth. Although no copy of the Latin " Spwulum vel 
Imago Mundi," referred to by Vincent, is known, there appears 
little reason to doubt that it existed in the thirteenth century. 
Perhaps an earlier copy of the Latin manuscript in the Cotton 
Library, already described, may have formed the foundation 
of the French version, although in that case, as in Vignay's 
translation of the " Chess Book," considerable additions have 
been made. The history of the " Mirrour of the World" may 
be summed up thus: — Before the middle of the thirteenth 
century an unknown author wrote in Latin " Speculum vel 
Imago Mundi;" of this no copy has yet been recognised 
{Cotton, Ve»p. B iii ?) In 1245 this was turned into French 
metre for the Duke of Berry, of which manuscripts in several 
libraries attest the popularity {Shane 2485 ; Rt^yal 20, A ui). 
Shortly afterwards the French metre was turned into French 
prose, probably by " Maistre Gossouin." {Royal 19, A. ix ; Bib. 
Imp.y Paris, No. 7070). Here we find the Text used by Caxton 
for his translation, who even adopted a considerable portion 
oi the French prologue (see ante Vol. I, page 158). Who 
this " €k)680uin " or " Gossevin " was, and whether he was the 
author or only the scribe is quite unknown. 

Q 
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The odebrated Cardinal Pierre d'AiUy compiled, in 1409, 
a work entitled " Tractatus de ym^ne mnndi " (Earl. MS. 
637), which, however, is principally astronomical, having a 
portion of the same as the work under review. 

The publishing of this book was not a speculation on 
Gaxton's part. He was employed, as we learn irom the pro- 
logue (printed verbatim in Vol. I), to translate and probably 
to print it by Hugh Brice, citizen and alderman of London, 
who wished to make a present to Lord Hastings. To adorn, 
as well as illustrate the pages, the art of the wood-engraver 
was employed, and we may consider the figures here displayed 
as some of the earliest specimens of that art in England. The 
designs were borrowed from the manuscript copy, the illumi- 
nations in the French manuscripts showing the same treat- 
ment. All the copies issued from Caxton's press have the 
words necessary for the explanation of the dii^rams inserted 
with the pen, instead of being engraved on the wood, which 
may perhaps be an argument for their home execution, as the 
Flemish artists were certainly well skilled in engraving words 
in their blocks. They all appear to have been perfected by 
the same scribe, which probably induced Oldys to assert that 
they are in Oaxton's autograph. Of this there is no evidence. 
Hugh Brice, of the same county as Caxton, where he held 
the manor of Jenkins (Lysons, vol. iv, page 75), was also of 
the Mercers' Company, although Stow calls him a goldsmith 
{Thoms's Stow, page 77). He was knighted about 1472 ; and 
in that year accompanied John Russell and others on a trade 
embassy to Bruges. John Bussell was the orator whose cele- 
brated speech, upon the reception of the Order of the Garter 
by the Duke of Burgundy, is one of the earliest pieces attri- 
buted to the press of Caxton. In 1478, Hugh Brice, who is 
called " Clericus in officio Contrarotulatoris MonetsB nostrsB," 
was sent on a similar embassy, ** De difficultatibus super inter- 
cursu Burgimdiae removendis;" and on both occasions would 
necessarily become personally acquainted with Caxton, who at 
that time was in the service of the Duchess of Burgundy at 
Bruges (Eymer, edit. 1727, vol. xi, page 788, &c. &c.) He 
also held the offices of Keeper of the King's Exchange, 
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London ; Governor of the King's Mint in the Tower, under 
Lord HastingB; and Mayor of London, 1494. He died in 
1496. 

Fifteen copiea are known : British Musenm (2), Cam- 
bridge, Bodleian, St. George's, Windsor, and ten in private 
libraries. 

No. 32. — ^Thb History op Rbynabd, the Fox. First 
Edition, Folio. Translated in Gie Abbey of Westmin- 
ster by William Caxton, 1481, but without Printer's 
Name, Place, or Date, 

Collation.— a lie li e f B J i are 4»", tt and I are 8", a 1 
and 1 6 being blank. Between the leaves | 8 and i 1 is in- 
serted a leaf half printed on both sides. This was probably 
owing to the accidental omission of a page by the compositor. 
Total, 84| leaves, of which the first and last are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. — There is no title-page. 
The type is No. 2*, none other being used thronghont the 
volume. The lines are spaced out to one length, and measore 
4| inches. A foil page has 29 lines. Without folios or catch- 
words. Arabic figures are used in the signatures. Spaces 2 
lines deep are left for the insertion of initials. 

The Text begins, on sig. a 2 recto, thus : — 

C$t0 t0 t^e ta&le of t^e fitototse of tesnatt ti|f (die 

ending half-way down sig. a 8 recto, 

l^oio t^e Coxe tottj^ %i% ftmtiejs lieyartrli noils fto t^e 
itsns^ 9c toente to W twizl maUii(clnt50/ cayftulo xUif 

On the verso begins the story — 

Wt&tK li^ssitn^ t^jjfcrtots^ of tntatlK iS^t iwxt 

ending half-way down the verso of the 5th folio of sig. I, 

VBi^txz tfies 0f)al fsnlre fattte /jTot K $atu not aVtfflr m 
mgnutftffielr imt fiaue fdloioeli a^ nj^Ae a^ K can ms eopfie 
toj^id^e toa0 ixi Irutci^e/anlr ftfi me totUmiSaxton tams^ 
lateli in to tib<0 tulie $c ssmyle mglsfifri^ in tj^aitis ^ ^^^ 

Q2 
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VMSttt • fsnifissit't t|e br Irase of gujm t|e sne of oitv 
wn^fSL* (lt(lt(lt(lt . Ijxti • &: t|^e XXI sm of i^e tegiu of 

JUm mUetl^ tj^e Itototsf of Hesnatti t|^f ftoe &:c 

Beiiabks. — ^The date of printing this book is nowhere 
Btatedy though it was probably put to press directly after if 
not during the translation, which was finished on the 6th of 
June, 1481. The literary history of this feble is very obscure. 
It appears to have had great popularity for some centuries 
previous to Caxton's time, as quotations from it appear so 
early as the twelfth century. Caxton's translation was made 
from ** Die Historic van Beinaert die Yos, gh^rent ter goude 
in hoUant by mi gheraert leeu Jnt iaer Mococ en Ixxix," or 
perhaps from the still earlier edition in Dutch, discovered in 
1854, and described in E. Gadike's Deutsche Wochenschrift 
for that year. Heft 8, page 256. 

Copies are in the British Museum, Eton College, and two 
private libraries. 

No. 88.— TuLLT OF Old Age ; Tullt op Friendship ; The 
Declamation of Noblesse. Folio. *' Emprynted by 
me tyn^U persons William GaxUmr No Place. 1481. 

Collation. — Old Age : sigs. 1 and a are 8"% with 1 1, 
and a 6 blank— i c 1l e f g f| are 4"^— i is a 2% with t 4 blank. 
Friendship and the Declamation : a d C 1l e f are 4"^, with no 
blanks. The first section in the ^* De Senectute " is signed in 
Arabic numerals only, thus: 1 2 — 1 8 — 1 4, the rest of the 
work being signed in letters and Arabic numerals. The three 
tracts together have 117 printed and three blank leaves. 

Typographical Paeticulabb. — ^There is no title-page to 
any of the three treatises. The type is all No. 2*, except 
where Latin quotations or proper names are introduced, when 
Caxton's largest type, No. 3, is used. The lines are ftilly 
spaced out, and die long lines measure 4| inches; 29 lines 
make a full page. Without folios or catchwords. Space is 
left at the beginning of the chapters with a director, for the 
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inBertion of 2 to 5-liiie initiaU. The peculiar fct belonging 
to type No. 1 is used in this book. 

After a blank leaf the Text begina on rig. 1 2, space being 
left for a 2-line initial Jg with director, 

I 9Bu ieggnnetfi t|ie ycofiemsf upon t^t teliuctnge/ 
fmOi out of iBtan m of tttrnti^t tit to our ntglfi^ttl 
tongue/of tte yolststiue fiooit namelifrulltutf tie tumu: 

tute . tofitc^e t|iat fTulUus tocote bium tlit 1it0imtaton0 9c 

The treatise ''De Senectnte** ends, with the following 
oolophon, at the h^ of the 8rd recto of sig. t, 

C|u0 ntHetl^ t^t inlt of CuIU of oDie age traiunloteH 
out of latsn titto fmtBfte hs lautente He pthno facto at 
tj^e eomaunliemeitt of tjjie noile vrsitee ILotofid But of 
iSution/anli ettyrsnteli ifi me ssmple penume flSltUtam 
(Saiton into iSitgls00tie at tfie ylasstr 0olace anii teue? 
teitee of men gcotofing in to oOe age tj^e xif tias of Au:? 
gu0t t|^e nm of out lotli * M . (SOOiS . bxxi : 

A blank leaf, and then the '' De Senectnte " begins with a 
new series of signatares on a h ^be whole work ending on the 
8th verso of rig. f, 

tfiat toe at our tiepartims in^fi^ Ireparte tn 0uc|ie tos^e / t|^at 
tt mase please our lotti goti to recegue b0 in to W eutr^^ 
la^tsng ils00e . Amen : 

(tx9litit Ver Oaxton 

Althongh in three distinct treatises, Caxton intended them 
to form but one Tolnme, as is plainly stated in the epflogae, 
which renders it difficult to imagine a reason for his printing 
the Yolnme with two sets of signatures. 

We learn fh>m Caxton's own pen, that the translation of 
Cicero's " De Senectnte" and *' De AmicitiA" into French was 
made by the command of Lonis Duke of Bourbon, in 1405, 
by Laurence de Premierfirit. This learned priest was a native 
of the dty of Troyes, and obtained great celebrity by his 
numerous translations. 
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To Jean Mielot we must attribute the French version of 
" The Declamation," in which he styles the author " Surse 
Pistoie, Docteur en Loix, et grand Orateur." This was one of 
the first books that issued from the press of Colard Mansion 
at Bruges. 

The English translation of the " De S^iectute*' was accom- 
plished, as we learn from the first prologue, at -the ordinance 
and desire of Sir John Fastolfe. It has been ascribed by 
Leland to the Earl of Worcester, and by Anstis to Wyllyam 
de Wyrcestre ; in both cases without evidence. We have seen 
already that the '^Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers" 
had been translated in 1450 for Sir John Fastolfe, by Stephen 
Scrope, his son-in-law (see page 189, ante\ and this possibly 
came from the same pen. Whoever the translator may have 
been he took for his text the work of Laurence Premierfait, 
of which this version is a most literal translation, notwith- 
standing his assurance (see the end of the first prologue) that 
" this book is more amply expounded and more sweeter to the 
reader, keeping the just smtencs of the Latin!' The English 
version of " De AmicitiA " and the " Declamation " are attri- 
buted by Caxton to the Earl of Worcester, a great traveller, 
a great collector of books, and a great orator. The EarFs 
history and acquirements have been described by Fuller, Dr. 
Henry, and many others ; Caxton's admiration for him is 
expressed in the most touching and characteristic terms. Pro- 
bably their love of literature was a friendly bond. The Earl 
also translated, at a later period, Gaosar's Commentaries, which 
Bastell printed. 

Of 22 copies extant, twelve are in the chief corporate 
libraries in England, and ten in private hands. 

No. 84.— The Gamb and Play of the Chess. Second 
Edition, Folio. Woodcuts. ^^Explitit per Caxton!' 
Without Place or Date. (1481 ?) 

Collation.— a i C 1l e f g | i are 4"", it I are 8" = 84 
leaves, of which the first is blank. 

Typographical Pabticulabs. — ^There is no title-page. 
The only type used is No. 2*. The lines are spaced out to 
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an even length, and aignatnies are used. A fall page has 29 
lines, and a fall line measares 4f inches. Spaoe left for the 
insertion of 2 or 8-line initials, with director. Without folios 
or catchwords. 

After the blank leaf the prologue of Caxton commences 
on sig. a ttf . 

The text begins thus : — 

Vtt f^ols ayvortU anil liottout of tfie ptfU sasnt 

t Voule 0aott) in f^ua; epfiBtle . 2UIe t^at us torsten 

10 torsten bnto our tioctrsn^ anii fox out let? 

nsng • WLf^mfntt mans ^^l^ tUttM fiatu mtiaios^li 

The table of chapters foUows on the verso, and ends on 
a tti recto, the verso being blank. On a titi recto, the first 
chapter commences, and is illustrated with a woodcut repre- 
senting King Bvihnerodach, son of Nebuchadnezzar, " a jolly 
man without justice who did do hew his father his body into 
three hundred pieces." 

The Text ends on I 6 recto, the verso being blank — 

man Imt a^ a It^tt . Cfimne late euns man of tofiat 
conliscum fie bt tf^at tetistfi ot j^mtfi tf^ua; Ittrl boolt xtVt^t * 
toMt ttrr&s nusaumyle to amntlie fism * 

9Sxflitit pn dtaxtan. 

The woodcuts in this volume number only sixteen, not 
twenty-four, as Dibdin and other writers say, eight of them 
being impressions &om blocks used for previous chapters. As 
already noticed, there seems a probability that the two 
cuts for '' Parvus Chato," third edition, were the earliest used 
by Caxton. These were soon after printed again, with the 
addition of many others in the ** Mirrour of the World." The 
present cuts were perhaps the third essay of Caxton in this 
department, and for these, judging by the general style, and 
greater breadth of treatment, he appears to have employed 
another artist. 

The literary history of the work has been given under the 
first edition, but we must notice that the original prologue 
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" EYILMESODACH, A JOLLY MAN WITHOUT JUSTICE WHO DID DO 
HEW HIS FATHER IN PIECES." 
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dedicated to the Dnke of Clarence, the major portion of which 
was a translation from the French, has been superseded in 
this edition by a prologue from Caxton's own pen, the ideas 
in which, with the exception of the first few lines, and ahnost 
the very words, are often met with in manuscripts of that age. 
The year in which this edition is generally considered to 
have been issued seems to me very incorrect. Ames assigns 
no date to it, but Dibdin, probably misled by Bagford's obser- 
vations, thinks it one of Caxton's earliest efforts, while in 
some remarks attached to a reprint of this edition by Mr. 
Figgins, it is considered as the earliest specimen of the West- 
minster press, and to have been printed from cut metal types. 
An examination of the work, however, with a typographical 
eye does not afford a single evidence of very early workman- 
ship. AH Caxton's early books were uneven in the length of 
their lines — ^this is quite even. Not one of the early works 
had any signatures — ^this is signed throughout. These two 
features alone are quite sufficient to fix its date of impression 
at least as late as 1480, when Caxton first began the use of 



Copies are in the British Museum; the Pepysian and 
Trinity, Cambridge; Bodleian and St. John's, Oxford; Impe- 
rial Library, Vienna; and six in private hands. 
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86. An AdTertiMment ...... 1477-78? 

86. Directorinm. First Version 1477-78 ? 

37. Horn. Second Edition 1480? 

38. Fflftlterimn, &c 1480-83? 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



BOOKS PRINTED IN TYPE No. 8. 



No. 85. An Advertisement. Octavo. Westminster. No 
Date. (About U77-7S.) 

Typographical Particulars. — ^The type is all No. 8, 
the whole adyertiseinent being in one paragraph of seven 
lines^ nnevenly spaced, the longest measuring five inches. 
The verso is blank. 

9t tt pltut ons man ftpixihul or tttxmul to ise ons 
9Be0 of ttoo anil t|^e comemotaciod of saluslmti bse 
ntytsnttli after tfie forme of tfite yrettet lettre tolte^e 
lien toel anii trulfi correct/ late j^fitt come to toestmo^ 
netrter in to tj^e almonettrse at t|^e reeir pale anir fie 0|al 
j^aue tliem gooli cliepe rr 

i^tiypltco 0tet cebula 

Bemarks. — ^This is an interesting relic, not only as giving 
ns the name of the house inhabited by onr first printer — ^the 
Bed-pale (" reed " was commonly nsed by Caxton for " red *') 
— ^but also as a specimen of advertisements in the fifteenth 
centnry. Although small in size it may also be considered as 
the earliest instance known of a '' broadside *' printed in this 
country. 

Our printer was not alone in advertising his books, 
although, from the fugitive nature of such productions, speci- 
mens are very rarely to be found. An interesting list of 
books printed by Coburger, at Nuremberg, in the fifteenth 
century, is in the British Museum (C. 18. e. 2. 27), to which 
is attached the following heading : — " Cupientes emere libros 
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infra notatos venient ad hospicinin subnotatnin Yenditorem 
habitnri largissimmn/' &c. 

The " Pye "* was a collection of rules to show the priest 
how to deal (under every possible variation in Easter) with 
the concurrence of more than one office on the same day. In 
reading Caxton's Advertisement the question arises, ** In what 
respect did the '^ pyes of two and three commemorations of 
Salisbury use " differ from the ordinary pyes of Salisbury use ? 
The very Reverend Canon Rock, D.D., has kindly placed at 
my disposal for an explanation which confines the ^'pye of 
two commemorations" to the rules for Easter and Whitsun- 
tide, and the ''pye of three commemorations" to the rules 
for Easter, Whitsuntide, and Trinity.t Caxton's Advertise- 
ment, therefore, refers to separately published portions of the 
common " Directorium sen Pica Sarum," applicable, perhaps, 
to the current year only. In the succeeding article is de- 
scribed a '' Pica," which, in some particulars, agrees entirely 
with Caxton's description. 



* The Piea type of printen ii oommonly sapposed to derive its sftme 
from having been used for printing the early " Pica sea Directorinm." 
I have searched in vain among the earliest editions of the Directorinm 
for a copy printed in types approaching the size of Pica, They are 
mostly the size of modem Brevier. 

t ^ Easter being a moveable feast, and mling the time for Septoa- 
gesima, Sexageidma, and Qninqnagesima Snndays, and the beginning of 
Lent, as well as the Sundays for Whitsontide and the beginning of 
Trinity, makes great and ever-recnrring alterations in the Service of 
the Calendar on Saints' days. Hence was it to show the Cleric at a 
glance how to commemorate the Saints' days that came in the ever- 
changing times of Lent, Easter, Whitrontide ; and the Octave of the 
Trinity, the Pica began by giving a table of the Dominical letters, 
which make the keys of all the rest of the Pica ; and after snch a way 
no matter what month or week Easter might fall on, the manner of 
commemorating the Saints' days happening then, or of patting them 
q/S. till another time, was accurately described for all variations. Bat as 
the chief variations in keeping the Saints' days happened at Easter 
and its following week — at Whitsuntide and its week or Octave — and at 
Trinity and its Octave ; and, as daring these three great feasts, with 
their Octaves, the occnrring feast itself was chiefly celebrated with 
mere mention, or Collect, or Commemoration ; and as people in Caxton's 
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A poor copy Ib among the Doac6 fragments in the Bod- 
leian ; and a good one, fonnerly in Dr. Farmer's library, at 
Althorpe. 

It has been snggested that the first line being very short, 
the syllable co has accidentally dropped out, and that the text 
should read "to buy any copies," &c.; but the word "copy," 
in that sense, was unknown in the fifteenth century. 

No. 86. — DiEBcrroRiUM, bet Pica Sabum. First Version. 
Quarto. Sine ulld nofd. {Ahottt 1477-8.) 

. No perfect copy of this book being known, the Collation 
is necessarily omitted. The four fragments from the covers 
of the St. Alban's " Boethius" are from separate half sheets 
in quarto, making a total of sixteen pages. 

Typogbaphioal Particulabs. — Only one type. No. 8, is 
used in these fragments. The lines are not spaced out to one 
length. The longest measure 8f inches. A full page has 22 
lines. Without signatures, or catchwords, or printed folios 
to the leaves. There are no initial letters, nor is there any 
space left for them. The whole is in very contracted Latin. 

Bemabkb. — ^There can be no doubt that this was the pro- 
duct of Cazton's press, as all the circumstances connected 
with it tend to prove. It was extracted from the covers of a 
book which was evidently bound in Caxton's workshop, and 
for the binding of which he had used waste sheets from the 
press (see ante, page 214). The fragments belonging to known 
books were idl printed by Caxton before 1481; while the 
"Advertisement*' and " Directorium," reasoning from the 

days had not printed bnt handwritten BroTiaries without the Piea or 
Pjfe in them, Caxton printed, to snpplj their want, " pyes of two and 
three commemorations,"— that is to say, directions for saying the whole 
oflSce of two OctaTOS or Commemorations, say of Easter and Whitsun- 
tide, and of three Octaves, Ea^tter, Whitsuntide, and Trinity. It should 
be borne in mind, as 1 have pointed out in t. 4, p. 139 of <* The Church 
oC our Fathers" that the Laity as well as the Clergy used to say the 
Breviary. Hence Caxton's invitation to buy his "* pyee " to the Laity 
too,— Extract from a letter to J. F. Qoulding, Etq.yfrom the Very 
Rev. Canon Ihek, D.D, Ihhmartf, 1862. . 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



240 WILLUM CAXTOX. 



measorement of the lines and their uneven length, were oer- 
tainly printed before 1480, and probably about the same time 
as the later set of quarto poetic pieoei^ i. e. about 1478. 

This '* Directorium" is not the same version as that printed 
by Caxton, about 1486, in type No. 5, and a second edition 
of which was issued a few years later in type No. 6. These 
last are the text revised for Bishop Botherham, founded upon 
an earlier version, of which latter the leaves under notice 
appear to be a portion. 

Formerly in the library of the St. Alban's Grammar School; 
they are now in the British Museum. 

No. 87. — HoB^ AD usuM Sarum. Second Edition. Quarto. 
(1480-88.) 

No perfect copy being known, the Collation is of neces- 
sity omitted, and the following remarks are made from three 
fri^gments rescued from the St. Alban's "Boethius," abeady 
noticed. 

Ttpographical Paeticulahs.— The only type used, 
judging frt)m these fragments, was No. 8. The lines are 
spaced out, and measure 8| inches. A frill page has 20 lines. 
The initials and paragraph marks are not inserted. 

The first fragment, a quarto leaf printed on both sides, 
but very defective, contains part of the '* Sufiragia of the 
Three Kings," which are among the additions to the first 
part of the " Primer ;" and in an early edition by Wynken 
de Worde, immediately precede the Latin " Fifteen Oes." 

The second fragment is also but one leaf, and contains 
the commencement of Part II of the "Horse," the "Ne 
Reminiscaris " being the anthem belonging to the Seven 
Penitential Psalms. 

The third fragment consists of two pages of prayers, con- 
taining the first of the " Fifteen Oes " in Latin, and some 
prayers near the end of the Litany. 

Remarks.— As all the " Fiftieen Oes" and the Litany, as 
well as other prayers, intervene between the two pages of the 
third fragment, it is evident they were not intended to be 
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The *' Prelum Ascensianum,"* Paris, 1520. 
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printed on one sheet ; tliig, added to the fact that the paper 
IB printed only on one side, makes it clear that these are 
proof pages. 

This edition of " Hor83 '* is entirely unknown to any of 
our bibliographers, and was doubtless a second edition of that 
abready noticed at p. 189. 

These fragments, now in the British Museum, were pur- 
chased in 1874. They were formerly in the library of King 
Edward VI Grammar School, St. Alban's. 

No. 88.— PsALTBEiUM, ETC. Quorto. Sine tilld notA. (1480- 
88?). 

Collation.— a 6cliefgi)iitlmnop4rj5tnx8 

are 4", with a 1 blank ; but as only one copy is known to be 
in existence, and that imperfect, no complete collation can be 
given* 

Typographical Pakticulars. — There is only one type. 
No. 8, used throughout the work, excepting for the signatures, 
where the Arabic numerals belong to type No. 2. The lines, 
which are spaced out, measure 8| inches, and a full page 
has 20. Without printed folios or catchwords. Space for 
the insertion of 2 to 4-line initials, generally without director, 
is left at the beginning of paragraphs. The signatures are 
in letters and Arabic numerals, a mode of signing used by 
Gaxton only between the years 1480 and 1488. 

The book doubtless commenced with a blank leaf for a 1, 
which is wanting in this copy. 

The Text begins at the head of a 2 recto, thus : — 

S^etontmit0 Ire lattlre Iret 0upe. 
90altn:mm 

Stfltl mm t9X in $ac btta 
It mottalt m quo ]ui0jsumit0 tw^ 

mtltarius in^tttxt Ireo 4) W 
vixm Iaulrt(iti0. SLvXlm e'm nmr^ 

" Jheronimus super Psalterium ** ends on a 6 recto, and 
is followed by two prayers and a metrical hymn. 

R 
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The Psalter finishes on sig. t 8 recto, and is followed by 
the Canticles, Te Deum, Athanasian Greed, a general Litany, 
including most of the prayers now in use, and ends imper- 
fectly on sig. 5 7 verso. There is an eighth leaf, which at 
first sight is very defective, seeming to be S 8; in fact it is 
an intercaUary leaf, consisting of two pages accidentally 
omitted between t 7 and X 8, and boond up wrongly after 
B 7, the real j 8 being absent. 

The only copy at present known is in the British Museum, 
having formed a portion of the old Royal Library. It was 
recognised as being printed with Cazton's types by Mr. Bullen, 
through whose hands it passed for re-cataloguing.^ 
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BOOKS PRINTED IN TYPES No. 4 AND 4*. 



89. Chronicles. Fint Edition . 


Type4 


1480 


40. Deacription of Britain . 


. Type4 


1480 


41. Cnria Sapientia 


Type4 


1481? 


42. Godfrey of Bologne 


. Type 4 


1481 


43. Indulgence. First Edition . 


T^4 


1481 


44. Ditto Second Edition . 


. Type4 


1481 


46. Chronicles. Second Edition 


Type 4 


1482 


46. Polychronioon 


. T^4 


1482 


47. Pilgrimage of the Sonl 


Type4 


1483 


48. A Vocabulary . 


. Tjrpe4 


1483? 


49. The Festial .... 


Type 4* 


1488 


60. Four Sermons 


. Type4* 


1483? 


61. Serritinm d« Visitatione 


Type4 


1488? 


62. Sex Epistoln 


Type 4 and 4* 


1483? 


^. Confessio Amantis . 


Type 4 and 4* 


1484 


64. The Knight of the Tower 


. Type 4 and i* 


1484? 


66. Caton .... 


Tnpe4» 


1484 


66. Golden Legend . 


Type 4 and 4* 


1484 


67. Death-bed Prayers . 


Type4* 


1484? 


68. ^aBaop .... 


. Type4» 


1484 


69. Order of Chivalrye . 


Type 4» 1483-86 


60. Canterbury Tales. Second Edition 


. Type4» 


1484? 


61. Book of Fame 


Type4* 


1484? 


62. The Curial 


. Tj^i* 


1484? 


68. Trdles and Cresside 


Type4» 


1484? 


64. Life of our Lady 


. Type4» 


1484? 


66. St Winifred 


Type 4* 


1486? 


66. King Arthur 


. Type 4* 


1486 


67. Charles the Great . 


Tnie4» 


1486 


68. Paris and Vienne 


. Type4* 


1486 


69. The Golden Legend. Second Edition 


Type4* 


1487 
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No. 89. — The Chboniclbs op England. Folio. "Em- 
prynted by me William Caxton in thdbley of WesU 
mynstre:' June lOthy 1480. Firsi Edition, with short 
commas. 

Collation. — ^Prologae and table a 4% signed ), ii\y and 
\\i\, the first leaf being blank, a (a \ blank) lb C Ir e f S 1 1 
ttlmnO94r0tUXare4'"; sisaS'. Total 182 leaves^ 
of which tiwo are blank. 

Typograpioal Pabtioulabb. — ^There is no title-page. 
Type No. 4 only is used. There are forty lines to a fall page. 
The lines are spaced ont to an even length, and measure 4} 
inches. The signatures are in lower-case letters and Arabic 
nomerals. Spaces left for the insertion of initials. Without 
folios or catchwords. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prologue follows on 
sig. i\ recto, the Text beginning, with a space for a 5-line 
initial, 

§i fl^t ifflxt of t^jftttatttocunt of out lotlif 3^ ttiiA fi&* 
<S<S<S<S*Ixxx.Anlr intfie xx.mm of tfie Itegne of 

31 itsns <!^toarlr tfie fiiitrtfie / IBittt te^ueste of Irjmetce 
gntttlmen 3 ^^^^^ ntlreuoutlr xaz to ntpttnte tfie txo^ 
nitUn of d^nglonlr aus in tfito iooite nfiall fts t^e sitf:? 

ftaunce of golr fiilotoe/ ftnlr to tlnOie t^ot tntts mon mas 

»tt anlr 

The Chronicle ends on the sixth recto of sig. {, the verso 
being blank, 

C^w mtet^ t^to pu%tnt ituikt of i^t ttmitU^ of 
ensIonlT/ mpn | trlr is me toiUtam ffiaiton l^n t^aibts of 
toesttmBtiirtre i^ loiOion | dTfiitsisdiai anli BttotxqfliM^iH 
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^t X . Iras ofSw^ t^t sne of tliins: | carnation of our lorlr 
VitiM^dtdt^^ . Ixxx . Anlr in f^t xi .sere of | t^t regne 
of itsns <!^toarlr t^e fourtfi 

Bemabks. — ^The use of fihort commas, which characterises 
the early state of this type, would induce us to give priority 
to this edition over the other, in which the long commas are 
used, independently of any printed date. 

The history here printed by Gaxton differs but little from 
the "Cronicle of Brute," one of the most popular of the 
fifteenth and sixteenth century books. It is, however, carried 
further than any manuscript chronicle I have seen, and it 
appears probable that, as any writer who felt competent made 
his own additions in transcribing, so Caxton added more or 
less to his copy, and brought the history down, as he acknow- 
ledges having done in " Polycronicon," to the battle of 
Towton. The old " Cronicle of Brute " was so called from 
the opening chapter which describes the settlement of Brutus, 
the descendant of the .^kieas in Britain. The respective parts 
due to Nennius, Douglas of Glastonbury, and Geoffrey of 
Monmouth, are probably too obscure to determine. The St. 
Alban's Chronicle, printed two or three years later, and in 
types somewhat resembling those of Caxton, is the same text, 
interpolated throughout with a history of the Popes and 
ecclesiastical matters. This, and the edition of Machlinia 
(Caxton's text), about the same date, are not unfrequently 
catalogued erroneously as from Caxton's press. 

This work is often called " Caxton's Chronicle " by old 
writers, probably from the publicity he gave it both as editor 
and printer, and he is often blamed for its inaccuracies^ 
although, with the exception of the last few pages, he had 
nothing to do with its compilation ; nor indeed does he in 
any way lay claim to it. 

Of this edition with the short commas there are copies 
at Cambridge, Bodleian (2), St. John's, Oxford, Hunterian 
Museum, Glasgow, and Lambeth Palace. Six are in private 
hands. 
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No. 40.— The Dbsobiftion of Britain. FoUq. **Fywy9hed 
by me WiUkm Caxtan.*" No Place. IBih August, 
1840. 

Collation.— Three 4~ and one 8», unsigned. Thirty 
leayes^ the last being blank. 

Typooraphical Particulakb. — ^There is no title-page. 
Type No. 4 only is used. There are forty lines to a full page. 
Hie lines are spaced out to an even lei^h, and measure 4} 
inches. Spaces left for the insertion of initials. Without 
signatures, folios, or catchwords. The signatures were pro- 
bably omitted on account of the limited extent of the 
work. 

The text begins, on the verso of the first leaf, thus : — 

Wt in 00 t^at in mans anlr tiiunse places t^t amsn 
ttanitltsi of englonlr int fialr anlr also noto late ntprintilr 
at toentmfimstre 

and ends on the 29th recto, 

latelr tfie booife of Volictontcon into tuffiiMf^ / jTsnsiiii^elr 
lbs tM toilliam ffiaxton tl^e xWi . Iras of Augudt tfie sere of 
out lorlr golr M • (SOCiSadxapt • anlr t^e xi.'stx^ of t^ 
t:egne of itsng (irlrtoatilr tl^e fdurtf^e . 

Eemarks. — "The Description of Britain" is one of the 
chapters out of Ralph Higden's " Polycronicon.** Caxton 
printed it as a supplement to the Chronicles, and evidently 
intended it to follow on after the termination of that work. 
The blank leaf at the end instead of the beginning favours 
this idea. 

It is improbable that a second edition of " The Description 
of Britain " was issued^ as no copy with the long commas ( / ) 
has yet been found. 

Copies are in British Museum, Cambridge, Oxford (3), 
St. John's, Oxford, Lambeth, Glasgow, and four in private 
libraries. 
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No. 41, — CUKA SAPIBNTLaS; OB THE COURT OP SAPIKNCB. 

Folio. Without Printer's Name, Place, or Date. (1481?) 
Collation. — a 6 c l( are 4"% e is a 8" = 88 leaves, of 
irhlch the first is blank. 

Typographical Paeticulaes. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type is No. 4 throughout. The whole work is in " Balad 
Koyal," or stanzas of seven lines, of which there are five to 
each page. Without folios or catchwords. Space is left for 
the insertion of 8-line initials. 

After a blank the Text begins on a tf recto, with space 
for a 8-line initial, with director, 

®f HBfitntt 0sn finstf regtte)i nature 
t Mm pittpo0 t0 to tell M tortten cleriteis 
Utin specjialls tier moont notatle cute 

The Text ends half-way down the second column, on the 
skth verso of the same signature, 

Ifiusitg / iteMul toerltett / aitlr 
Irtelreful lrelre0 of tofie anlr of 
prsne 
Remarks. — ^The only manuscript copy of this poem is 
preserved in the library of Trinity College, Cambridge. It 
belonged formerly to John Stow, who has noted several omis- 
sions in the text, as compared with some other copy, probably 
the printed edition ; and who has written over the top, " By 
John Lydgate." The poem itself is headed " Here beginneth 
a brief compiled treatise called by the Author thereof Curia 
SaptenticB.'* 

The following description by Oldys is taken ifrom Bib. 
Earl Vol. Ill, No. 8318 : "Though neither the author's nor 
printer's name appears to this poem, it was visibly enough 
printed by Caxton and composed by Lidgate, had we not the 
authority of John Stowe for it, in the catalogue of his writings. 
The author tells us it was written at the command of his 
Sovereign (perhaps King Hen. V), and it seems to be one of 
the scarcest of his pieces extant. There seems to be more 
invention in it and variety of matter than in most other 
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poems of his composition, displaying, after a copioos debate 
between Mercy and Tnith, Justice and Peace, a distinct snr- 
yej throughout the palace and domains of Sapience, of all 
the products of nature, in distinct chapters, and of arts and 
sciences ; with his further reference, at the end of each, to the 
authors who have written on them." Ames says {Typ, AnL, 
page 67), after quoting the whole of the " Prohemium,*' " I 
take Gaxton to be the poet or author, by the above verses.'' 
This opinion was perhaps too readily adopted. Although there 
is a curious parallel between the poet's statement of his rude 
and corrupt speech, and the apology of Carton in his addi- 
tions to *' The Recuyell" for his " vnperfightness " in English, 
owing to his having been educated where was ^^spoken as 
brode and rude englissh as is in ony place of englond;" 
and although we know that Cazton could put together a few 
verses, as in the instance of the last two stanzas of ^' Moral 
Proverbs;" yet, judging from the literary ability of his 
known works and translations, we should hardly be justified 
in ascribing the authorship of ''Curia Sapienti»" to him. 
The plan of this work, in which theology, geography, natural 
history, horticulture, grammar, rhetoric, arithmetic, geometry, 
music, and astronomy are all in turn described, was certainly 
too high a flight for our printer. 

The titles given to this book, " The werke of Sapience " 
and ''Traotatus de Fide et Cantus &mule sue," adopted by 
Ames and other bibliographers, were taken from the first and 
last lines of the poem. The proper title, " Curia Sapientise," 
appears at the end of " Liber Primus." 

Caxton's edition is very scarce. St. John's, Oxford, and 
Earl Spencer, have copies, and fragments are in the Bodleian 
and the British Museum. 

No. 42. — ^ThB HiSTOBY or OoDFBEY op BoLOYNE ; OB THE 

Conquest of Jebusaleh. FoUo. Printed the 20ih 
NovemheTy m the Abbey of Westminster, by WilUam 
Caxton, 1481. 

Collation.— a is a 8% with a f blank,- 6 a 2% ft 1 being 
blank; 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14, 16, and 
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16 are all 4°*, 17 is a 8° ^ 144 leaves, of which two are 
blank. Excepting the first two gatherings, the signatures are 
entirely in Arabic numerals. Dibdin corrects Ames, and says 
he counted 146 leaves, but Ames was right. 

Typographical Paeticuulrs. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type is entirely No. 4. A full page has forty lines, which 
are of an even length, and measure 4f inches. Without folios 
or catchwords. Space at the conmxeucement of chapters is 
left for the insertion of 3 to 7-line initials. 

The volume commences with a blank leaf, after which fol- 
lows the prologue, the Text beginning on a 2, with a spaoe 
for a 4-line initial, 

l^e l)se (outagsottis Castas / Anlr balsaunt actai of 

t nohlt JIlludtrQtuK anli bertuou0 personnel tun litgne 

to te tecountelr / put in mmtotse/ wiit toreton. to t^ttiit 

tfiat tfier mas ^^ !mtn to t^tm itanu^nmottal is m^ 

uetasn laulre anlr ptes^sns* ^tid atoo for to moeue anli 

tfitflato I 

ending half-way down the recto of the sixth folio of sig. 17, 
the verso being blank, 

msng . toj^icf)e ioooife S i^S^n in marcj^e tl^e xii Irase anlr 
fsnsJU: I i5ts*» t^^ bij Iras o( Susn / tje sete of our lor* • 
filL.dtdtdtdt^ixxxi I fctttt^txxinmof tfie regtu of our 
0asli 0auerasn lorlr itsng d^ \ toarlr tl^e (durtfi * & in tfiui 
maim: 0ette tit forme ^ ntprsntelr t$e | xx Iras of nouem^ 
ire t$e uttt a forsasti in ^abbas of toe^tme^ter | &s tfie 
Miti tosUiam OTajrton 

In the British Museum is a splendid manuscript of this 
work, a large folio, on vellum, fifteenth century, with nume- 
rous illuminations. The character of the writing is very 
similar to the large type of Golard Mansion, and it begins 
" Les anciennes histoires diet que eracles fut moult bon x'pien 
et gouuemeur de lempire de romme." The text is without 
doubt the original of Caxton's translation, with which it 
agrees chapter for chapter, but is carried much further than 
the death of Godfrey, with which Gazton concludes. The 
author appears to be unknown. 
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An edition was printed at Paris, in 1500, with the title 
" Les faits et Gestes de preux Godefroj de Bovillon et de bob 
chevalereux freres Baudouin et Eustache." 

Copies are in the British Musenm, Cambridge (2), Impe- 
rial Library, Vienna, Hunterian College, Glasgow, Baptist 
College, Bristol, with four in private libraries. The copy 
belonging to S. Holford, Esq., is specially interesting ; it is 
in its original vellum cover, and contains the following inter- 
esting notice : — " This was king Edw. y* fourth Booke." Also 
the autographs, "p'tinet Rogero Thomey," and "Bob* WeU- 
borne/' The former of these names is worth a comment, 
because it throws some doubt upon the accuracy of the pre- 
vious notice. B^ger Thomey, like other literary mercers of 
his time, was probably a friend and supporter of Caxton : he 
certainly patronised his successor, Wynken de Worde, as the 
following lines from the " Polychronicon " of 1495, show : — 

" this boke of Policroiiicoxi 



" Whiche Boger Thorney Mercer hath exhorted 
" Wynken de Worde of Tcrtnoua entent 
** WeU to correcte, and gretely hym comforted, 
^^ This Bpecyal boke to make and aette in prente." 

How then did Roger Thomey become possessed of the copy 
of " The History of Godefroy of Bulloyn," belonging to his 
king ? On the inside cover is also the book-plate of Sir John 
Dolben, Bart., of Finedon, in Northamptonshire. This volume 
was sold among the books of Secondary Smyth, in 1682, and 
passed into the library of the Earl of Peterborough. It was 
afterwards in the Yemon collection, which is now included in 
that of Mr. Holford. 

No. 48. — Letters of Indxtlgence fbom Joeanres de 
Leigliis, alias De Liliis, issued m 1481 on the 

AUTHORITY OF POPE SiXTUS IV, FOR ASSISTANCE 

AGAINST THE TuRKS. On Parchment 

This Indulgence is represented by two slips of parch- 
ment, extracted from the St. Alban's " Boethius.'* (See anie, 
page 214). 
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Originally in one, the docmnent was cut in two pieces by 
Caxton's binder, who used them for strengthening the back 
of the book. They were pasted, one at the beginning and 
one at the end, down the whole length, inside the boards. 
When the volume was dissected they were, unfortunately, 
subjected to the usual soaking in water. This has entirely 
changed their original appearance, as the print has necessarily 
participated in the shrinking of the parchment. From per- 
sonal examination, while the volume was in its original state, 
the following particulars are obtained : — 

Typographical Pabticulabs. — ^The Type is aU No. 4. 
The lines, which are spaced to an even length, measnied nine 
inches. The complete document, apparently, contained 18 
lines. 

The second slip containing the date, is as follows : — 

mutate Ittete et Itctte | * et smgutont fibe prr^ 

0ente0 stgtUt 9int00toiti0 mtrulsectaru tt Wptn^acimu 
MXittt eructate Qu • . | mu0 et fectmud appeiuitone com 
. . ixif Batum tte mtnm \ 

CiStfiS * Ixix) * flc ponttficatuiK pcefati 0anctt00tmi liommi 
no0tn lio . ini Sbixti paye • • 

The two slips, now measuring each 7^ x 1 inches, were 
originally about 11x2 inches. They are now in the British 
Museum. 

No. 44. — ^Letters of IimuLGENCE issubd dt 1481, ok the 

AUTHOBITT OP PoPE SiXTUS IV, FOB A88I8TAKCE 

AOAiiirBT THE TuBKS. Sscoud EdiUon. Onparchmmt. 
1481. 

The type is all No. 4. The lines are spaced to an even 
length, llie whole document is printed on one side of a slip 
of paper. 

The only two copies known are pasted inside the " Boyal 
Book" printed by Gazton, and now in the Bedford Library, 
Bedford. They measure 8x6 inches. A slip of parchment 
containing four lines was discovered by Mr. Bradshaw in the 
Library of King's Coll^^ Cambridge. 
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No. 45. — ^Thb Cheoniclbs of England. Folio. **En^ 
prynied by me tvilltam Caxton In ihabboy of west- 
vMsire^ October Sth, 1482. Secmd Editimy with Img 
commas. 

Collation. — ^Prologae and title a 4", signed i], tij, and 
ttth the first leaf being blank, a (A) blank) tctreCgfltit: 
lmnopq¥0tttxare4"'; sisaS*". Total 182 leaves, of 
which two are blank. 

Typographical Paeticulars. — ^There is no title-page. 
Type No. 4 only is nsed. There are forty lines to a fiill page. 
The lines are spaced ont to an even length, and measure 4} 
inches. The signatures are in lower-case letters and Arabic 
numerals. Spaces left for the insertion of initials. Without 
folios or catchwords. 

The above collation and particulars are identical with 
those of the first edition, described at page 245, ante. 

Conmiencing with a blank leaf, the prologue follows on 
sig. t) recto, the Text beginning with space for a 4-line initial, 

§L tj^e sere oC tl^sncantaeson of our lotli ll^u tx\%t fiSL 
dtttdtdt /Ixxx/ IBLtin in tbe xx Tim of t^t Hegne of 

t ttsng ®trtoattr tl^e ftouttfi /9ltte xtq^tut of li^uetise gen 
tslmen 3 d^ue entreufitsli me to enptsnte tl^e dtxt^ 

nsrle0 of (&niUtib/M in i^ifi toott 0^al is tl^e sufEtaunce 

of goli 

The Text ends on the sixth recto of sig. S, the verso being 
blank, 

e^u$i enHetjft t^to present tooft of i^t (Rxonstltfi of 
<SngIonV®npr9nte1i is me llSttUtam (Kaarton 3^ tftaiies 
of toe^tmesrtce ftp lonlnm / JFTmtfif^t'b / anH aecompls^sfisli 
t^e/bttt/Has of ®ctoftre/C^e set^e of t|e JlneamacBon of 
our lorH efii / ffSL / (SataCO / lixxtf flnH in Qe xxii sere of 
% regne of ttgitg (SlitDart tj^e fourtift 

Oopiee are in the British Museum (2) and Oxford, with 
three in private libraries. 
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No. 46. — ^PoLYCBONicoN. FoUo. ^'Imprinted and set in 
farms by ms William Caxtony Without place or Date. 
Translation ended 2nd Jultfy 1482. 

Collation. — a ll are 4", with the first leaf of a blank ; 
<{t is a 2*" ; sigB. 1 to 28 are 4"", the first aad 5th leaYes of 
sig. 1 being blank ; sig. 28 is followed bj an unsigned single 
sheety of which but one leaf is printed, the other being blank ; 
29 to 48 are 4"; 49 a 2"; 50 to 55 are 4", with the last leaf 
of 55 blank ; sig. 50 is followed by 52, sig. 51 being accident- 
ally omitted=450 leaves, of which five are blank. 

Ttpogbaphioal Paeticulabs. — There is ho title-page. 
The type is all No. 4. The lines, which measure 4| inches, 
are ftdly spaced oat, and forty make a fidl page. Space i? 
left at the beginning of the chapters for the insertion of 
initials. The first gatherings have the signatures in Roman 
numerals, but all the rest are signed with Arabic numerals. 
After the introductory matter folios are introduced, although 
with many errors. 

The Text, preceded by a blank, begins on sig. a 2 recto, 
with space for a 4-line initial, 

g Kete t^anftsngns latotie & fioiumre toe merstorsoud^ 
l9 im tountie to seOne an)i offre bnto totstets oC ^$^ 
torpes / to^tcfie gretel^ ^atu ptoufE^teli ottre mortal 
Ifif/tl^at 0|ietDe tmto tl^e tetietis anli ^ttfx» ts tf^e 

mwinyled of tfnmB^ passsti/to^at tj^nge is to ie tiisiftetr/ 

The Text ends on the recto of 55-7 ; the verso and 66-8 
being blank. 

tDtstsitS^ / 9ixitit^ ^t 0etonli tias of llttsU t^e xxt) sere 
of tj^f tegne of ttsng^ (H^teartitl^e fimrti^ ^ of tl^e ^ntBx^i 
nadon of oure lorli a tl^ousantr fditi: l^onlietli fouu -scoa 
anil ttoesiu/ 

^WSfi^^^ vet (Saarton 

Remabes. — ^Few of Caxton's books have excited more 
interest and research than the " Polycronioon." It appears 
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to have had its origin with Roger, Monk of St. Werberg, in 
Chester, who, abont the beginning of the fourteenth century, 
made an extensiye oompilation in Latin from several of the 
old chronicles and works on natural history then in existence. 
Balph Higden, of the same monastery, who died before 1860, 
amplified this compilation, entitling his work, ''Polycronioon;" 
and this, judging from the numerous copies still extant, had a 
very extended popularity. In 1887 Treyisa, chaplain to the 
Earl of Berkeley, translated the Latin of Higden into English 
prose. An account of Trevisa, with a history of his works, is 
given by Dr. Dibdin, in Typ. Ant vol. i, page 140, who, how- 
ever, has not included in his list Trevisa's English translation 
of the Gospel of Nicodemus {Addit. MS, 16165). Trevisa's 
translation of the Bible is expressly mentioned by Caxton in 
his prologue. Nearly a century later, Caxton revised the 
antiquated text of Trevisa, which, together with a continua^ 
tion of the history to the year 1460, was finished on July 
2nd, 1482, and printed soon after. Caxton entitled his 
continuation '^ Liber ultimus," and it is most interesting as 
being the only original work of any magnitude from our 
printer's pen. 

Caxton tells us very little of the sources of his information. 
He mentions two littie works, "Fasciculus temporum" and 
"Aureus de Vniverso," from which, however, he certamly 
obtained but little material for his " Liber ultimus," which 
treats ahnost entirely of English matters. 

As a specimen or the alteration made by our printer, when 
he " a lytyl embellyshed " the text as rendered by Trevisa, the 
following quotation is given, in which the consequences of 
Man's &11 are graphically described. The embellishment 
chiefly consists in modernising the old English, although here 
and there Caxton added sentences to the text. 

TEEVISA'S TEXT, 1387. CAXTON'S TEXT, 1483. 

(Hftrkian MS., No. 1900, fol. 94»). (Sig. 10 4 Teno). 



From that day forthward Fro that day forth the body 
ye body y* is corrupt by syne dist is oorrapt by synne gien- 
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greuey y* soule / Ye flesche 
oouetij asen' y^ aonle / and 
m&neB wittes torney & as- 
sentiih liztlich to ead A 
manes owne meynal wittes 
bey his owne enemyes C So 
y* al a manes lif is tempta- 
cion while he lyuey here in 
eiye Also man is eu fidlynge 
and aweyward . he may nouzt 
stid&stlich abide he Miy 
liztliche bot he may nouzt 
lightlich arise . P'fite is of 
birye sorowe & care i lyuyng/ 
and man mot nedes deye 
And thouz alle oy* yat bey 
made haae schelles * ryndes * 
skynnes • woDe . heer . bristels* 
fethers ' wynges other skales * 
man is y bore wiyout eny 
helyng / naked & bar . anone 
at his biiye he gyney forto 
wepe atte bygynyng Uche to 
a best . but his lymes feiley 
hym & may nouzt help hym- 
self . But he is febler yan any 
oy* beste * he kan noon helpe * 
he may nouzt do of hymself 
but wepe wiy al his myzte. 
No best hay lif more brutel 
and vnsiker Noon hay seke- 
nesse more greuous ' noon 
more likynge to do oy'wise 
than he diolde /noon is more 
cruwel Also oy* bestes louey 
eiieche oye of ye same kynde 
& woney to gedres & bey 
nouxt cmwel but to bestes 



eth the soule The flesshe 
coueyteth ayenste the soule 
and mannes wyttes tome and 
assente lightly to euyl A 
mannes oune meynal wyttes / 
be his owne enemyes / so that 
al mannes lyf is in temptacion 
whyle he lyueth here in erthe . 
& the disposipon of the soule 
ruleth meynteneth / helpeth 
and conforteth the body / But 
ayeinward the wretched dis- 
posicion of the bodye dia- 
tourbeth the soule * Also man 
is euer feyUyng and wayward 
he may not stydfastly abyde/ 
he £alleth lightly but he may 
not lightly aryse / Profyt of 
byrth is sorow and care in 
lyuyng and man must nedes 
dye And thaugh oil other 
that be made haue ahelles 
lyndes skynnes . wolle heer 
bristels feders wynges owther 
skals / Man is bom withoute 
ony helyng or keueryng 
nakede and bare / anone at 
his birth . he gynneth for to 
wepe atte begynnyng lyke a 
beest but his lymmes &yllen 
hym and maye not helpe hym 
self 'but he is febler than ony 
other beeste / he can noon 
helpe / he may nought doo of 
hym self but wepe with al his 
myght No beest hath lyf 
more brotyl & vnseker / None 
hath sekeneese more greuous 
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of other kynde y* ben con- noonmorelykyngtodoother- 
trairie to hem Bat man wyse than he shnld . none ifl 
tomey y* maner doyng vpeo- more cruel Abo other beatea 
dou & Ib contr'ie to hym self lone eueryche other of the 
& crael to oy' men same kynde . and dwell to 

gyder and be not cruel / but 
to beestes of other kynde that 
be contrary to hem / But man 
tometh that maner doyng vp 
so downe and is contrary to 
hymself and cruel to other 
men/ 

This is one of the most common of Cazton's works, at 
least thirty copies being known, of which half are in yariouB 
public libraries. 

No. 47. — ^Thb Pilgrimagb op thb Soul. ^^Emprynted at 
wesimestre by mlliam Caxtan, and fynysshed the sixth 
day of June;' 1488. 

Collation. — ^An unsigned 2*, with the first leaf blank ; 
atclie{g^tfclmnare4'', with ar blank; o is a 8*, 
with the last two leaves blank. Total 114 leaves, of which 
four are blank. 

Typographical Paeticulabs. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type throughout is No. 4. The lines are of an equal 
length, and measure 4| inches. A full page has forty lines. 
There is a running head to the pages, and the leaves have 
printed folios, numbered very carelessly. Space has been left 
for the insertion of 2, 8, and 6-line initials. Commencing 
with a blank, the title and table follow on folio if, which is 
unsigned. 

The Text begins, on the second leaf, thus : — 

dToIio tr 

C^to toott 10 intstUti t^t pslsmnage- oC tl)t 0otole/traiu^ 
lotOi I ottte of JFxtnfus^t in to iSntljim^t / to^tcfif toolt in 
fttl of Imionte | matrai tourfrsns H^ sotole/ atCn mans tpM^ 
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tjKm0 M»^Ui to ra|ti0e a man to Isne tfie Uttn ht f^to 
tootni / Anti it cmttisnitlft (sue I imttes/as it oypnetl ^ 
itUx ttt tt^aystceK 

The texi ends on the foaTOi leaf of sig. O, and the verso of 
Mo (£Xf 

Vint entrrtj^ t^t trtme of pslsmnaoe of t^e isouU transu: 
latin n oute of drten00i)e m to iSngl800i^e toit^ somtofiat of 
BVtiimM/tpt sm of our Utti / M.dtdtttdfJ tc t^utvtm/ 
antt etttirtt in t^t ^igst g U of isesnt ISattlolometo 

(H^mptsntetr at toestmeirtre 69 flSliniam Otaxton/aint 
^ns00$eli||ti^ 0ixtfi tioa of I)ttfin/t|e sm of oitr lotli/ 
in*€a<E<B / Utxxii) i flnli t|e fic0t sm of t|e tegnf of 
itsnse <i^)itoarli tfie fsftfie/ 1 

This is the only book from the press of Caiton having the 
liame of Edward Y in the ocdophon. 

Rbmarks. — ^The common cufitom amoUg preachers of the 
Middle Ages of engaging the attention of their hearers by 
spirihuilmng tales and even jests current among the people 
is well known. This practice seema to have suggested to a 
monk named QuiUaome de Deguilleville the idea of maraluwff 
the celebrated " Boman de la Bose/' His poem was divided 
into three parts, and completed about 1385. It oontaLos 
more than 86,000 linesy and its titk is '' Le Bomant des tnria 
Pelerinages." These tiiiee pOgrimages are '^ Le pelerinage de 
la vie humaine;" '^Le pelerinage de TAme;" and ^'Le pele^ 
rinage du Jesus Christ/' Brit. Mus. Addit. If S, 229Z7 ooa- 
tains the three parts complete. None of these appear to have 
been printed. Not satisfied, however, with the result of his 
labours, Guillaume again set to work and recast the whole 
poem, with many amplifications and additional verses. This, 
which was finished about 1850, and of which a manuscript 
copy is in the Bib. Imp. Paris, 6988', is the text of which 
several editions were issued from the early IVendi prasi. 

Nearly a century passed when another monk^ Jehan da 
OaQopeSy transposed the rhymea of Deguilleville into French 
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pnx»» This was with the object of modemisiiig the dd lan- 
guage, or, as he 8ajB» ''poiir esdairdr et entendre la matiere 
la conteoae." Oallopes, howerer, apparently extended his 
laboniB no ftirther ttian ''The Pelerinage de rAme,'* and 
here we find the text used by the translator of ''The Pyl- 
gremage of the Sowle/' printed in 1488 by onr William 
Gaxton. Manuscripts of the prose "Pelerinage de TAnie" 
are Tery scarce, bat a perfect copy is in Bib. Imp. Paris, 
No. 7086. 

Of the author and translatort mentioned aboye, bat little 
Can be said. Onillaame de Degnilleville was monk, and 
afterwards prior, of the Abbey of Chalis; and this seems all 
that is known of him. His name appears in the later mann- 
scripts as Gnillaome de OnilleYille, and is mostly so printed, 
bat is spelt oonectly in some of the early French printed 
editions. In a fonrteenth centnry manuscript, ahready noticed, 
the name appears '^de- Degnilleville," and that this is the tme 
orthography is placed beyond question by an acrostic, con- 
sisting of two "chansons" in the French text. Here the 
author has veiled himself in the initial letters of each line, 
and by putting these together we obtain his real name, 
" OuiUaume de Degnilleville." 

"Jean de Oallopes, dit le Galoys," as we learn from the 
prologue to his French prose versioii, was the " humble chapel- 
lain" to John» Duke of Bedford and Begent of France, for 
wh(»a the translation was undertaken. It was, therdiMe^ 
Siseanted before the death of the B^nt, in 1485, and there 
seems reison to snppoee that its author was an Rnglishmait. 
Ia tbe Imperial Library, Paris^ is a mannsDript^ mentioned 
by M. Paris {Les Mic. Fran^,, vol. v, page 183), entitled 
"Yie de Jesos CSirist^" which is attributed also to Gkdlopes, 
but which appears to be a different work from the third 
" Pilgrimage" of Degdlleville. 

To John Lydgate, monk, of Bury, is generally attributed 
the English version of "The Pylgremage of the Sowie," and 
ptobably witii troth, as some of the addiMotial poeins fbnnd 
here form a part ako of LydgaCe^ wdt-ksown poem ''The 
Liftr of our lady.'* He is alS9 ssj^osed, from iirtemail 

82 
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evidence of style, to be the author of *' The Pilgrimage of 
man" {Gottm MSS., Yitel. 0. xn), an English metrical trans- 
lation of Degailleyille's *^ Pelerinage de la vie hmnaine." 

The numerous copies of the " Pilgrimages" still extant in 
our old libraries prove that they must have attained a con- 
sid^rable amount of popularity. In France there were seToral 
printed editions; but in England, probably owing to the 
growth of the Reformation, " The Pylgremage of the ^Sowle," 
printed by Caxton, is the only known edition. 

Copies are in the British Museum, St. John's, Oxford, and 
Sion College, London; also in the Althorpe and Britwell 
Libraries. 

There is no connection whatever between this woik and 
Bunyan's '' Pilgrim's Progress." Caxton's book treats of the 
journey and trial of the soul afUtr death, the only point in 
common being that both are supposed to happen in a dream. 
'' The Pilgrimage of man" is nearer in idea^ but equally dis- 
tinct in treatment. 



No. 48.*-^A TOCABULABY IN FRENCH AND ENGLISH. FoUo, 

Sine ulld mid. 1488? 

Collation. — ^Two 4"* and one 6", unsized = 26 leaves, 
the first being, doubtless, blank. 

Typographical Particulars. — ^There is no title of any 
sort. The type is No. 4 throughout. 42 lines in double 
column (84 lines) make a full page, and the long lines 
measure 2| inches. The words '^Frensshe" and ^'Enghssh" 
appear as head-lines to every page. Without folios, catch- 
words, or initials. 

The Text begins, in double bolumn, on the 2nd recto, 
thus: — 

(SS commence la tatle Htn tegsnnet^ tj^e tabU 

Bt ttiA ptoufE^toile lioetrme ®C tj^is pcoufEi^taAle lemimil^ 
Vour tcouuer tout pax otbene dfot to f^nlie all lis orlire 
Utt tue on bouRita oytenlite Wbat to^tc^e toen toslle letne 
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The Text ends, with seven lines on the 26th recto, thus : — 

Ea iBtaurf lie mwt tnftxit W^t gtate of tfie ^olp g^o0t 

8teul mlumtmi; Ua twctn WSisllt mlsg^te tf^e %ttttsi 

Bt ceulx QUI U aptmlitont ®f tl^tm tf^at 0i^aU lenu it 

(&t nou0 tiotiust per^eunance flnti b0 gstu per^eueraume 

<l^ tenneis oprtonon^ Sit gooli toerlU0 

(Bt apre0 ce^te bie tcaiusitone Anil after tf^is Isf tcansitotte 

Ita parliurable iose ^ glone C^e ettetlacltBns ios^ stt^ Sbrtte 

"A Book for Travellers" is the title given to this work in 
Typ. Ant. vol. i, page 81 5, but as there is no especial suit- 
ability in it for the use of travellers, and as from its composi- 
tion it appears to have been formed with a scholastic aim, it 
has been thought advisable to change so evident a misnomer. 

No manuscript of this compilation in French or English 
is known to exist, nor is there any clue to the author. 

A copy is in each of the four following libraries — Bipon 
Cathedral, Bamborough Castle, Earl Spencer, and Duke of 
Devonshire. 

No. 49. — ^The Fbstial (Libee Fbstialis). First Editim, 
Folio, ^^Enprynted at Westminster by Wyllyam Caxton 
the laste day ofJuyn, 1488." 

Collation.— a il(liefg^tttlmnare4°', a| being 
blank; and p are 8""= 11 6 leaves, of which one is blank. 

Typographioal Partioulabs.— There is no title of any 
sort. The type is entirely No. 4*, which here appears for the 
first time. The lines, which are fully spaced out, measure 
5 inches. A full page has 88 lines. Without folios or catch- 
words. Space left for the insertion of 8 to 5-line initials, 
with director. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the sermon for the First 
Sunday in Advent follows on sig. a if, space being left for the 
insertion of a 5-line initial. 

The Text begins thus : — 
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10 Qf »m)ia5 in rtistss comsns / C^er&ite ^ols 

t cfittcfie ttte lias malt^ mmtton of if comsngos 

C^e linst cmngng toa0 to fm maitksn^e ovt of bm 

liaur of t^ )iettsU anti to tttsnme tnaimis iio!tole to 

il900e / fln)i tito o^rt romsnt ulal iie at tjde bas of tome 

The Text ends on the sixth recto of sig. 9, 

to t^at fiDt bn liese)( on tl^e too)i tm/<&att nutt liro yattf ^ 
ipu I nn(to knot et rrpat linm IBLtBUBfi,/ 

iBnftsnU}^ at SSSedtmsnister &s tosUfiam Cajcton tfte lairtf 
tafi of 9usn Anno liommt M ^(tt^t^ lixxxiii 

The compiler of " The Pestial," John Miring, was a canon 
of the Monastery of Lilleshnl, an old foundation in Shrop- 
shire, as we leam from a MS. copy of his work in the Cot- 
tonian Library. He says that, finding many priests, from 
incapacity, were, like himself, unable to teach their parish- 
ioners properly, he had taken pains to compile sermons for all 
the principal feasts of the year, which he had extracted chiefly 
from the " Golden Legend." The omission of the prologae, 
by Caxton, as well as the sermons on Burial and Paternoster, 
mentioned above, makes us suspect that our printer had a 
copy imperfect at beginning and end. The subject of nearly 
every chapter in "The Festial" may also be found in the 
" Golden Legend ;" but, taking the two books, as printed by 
Caxton, for comparison, it will be seen that the sermons for 
the Moveable Feasts, with which each work commences, have 
nothing in oommon but their subject, and that the histories 
of the saints are treated very differently, and often disagree 
even in their supposed historioal facts. The " Gesta Romano- 
rum" fdmished many stories for the "Golden Legends," but 
in "The Festial" that mine of anecdotes has contributed 
still more largely to the illustration and enforcement of the 
preacher's remarks. "The Festial" is yet further removed 
fix)m our Book of Common Prayer, with which it has been 
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associated. With tiie exoq»tion of the munaB in tbe calendar 
there is nothing in common between them. 

Although in Caxton's edition of this work it is entirely 
without a name, there seems no reason for giving it the Latin 
title hy which it is generally known, "Liber Festivalis." 
John Mirkus, its compiler, who wrote it in English, says, " I 
will and pray that it be called a Festial ;" and, accordingly, 
it was so called by Wynken de Worde in several editions, by 
Bood of Oxford, and by other early printers. 

Copies are at the British Museum, Bodleian, Lambeth, 
and Althorpe. 

No. 50.— PouE Sermons, etc. (Quatttob Sermonb^, etc.) 
Fvrst Edition. FoUo. ** Enprynied hy Wylliam Caxton 
at WestmestrB,"* Without Date. (1488 ?) 

CouJLTioiir.— a 6 C are 4", K a 3^=80 leaves. No blanks. 
Typographical Particulars. — ^There is no title. The 
type is entirely No. 4*. The lines are folly q^aced out, and 
measure 5 inches. A full page has 88 lines. Without folios 
or catchwords. In this book we find, for the first time, the 
paragnq^ mai^ (|[ ased--a mark which never appears in 
the early state of this type. 

The Text begins on sig, a % with q)aoe for a d-line initial, 
without direotorj 

^ftt xtutsfsUx of atxittttct tit tttt s^tottb liooc bvlU l^z 

fixnt 1rs0tBmt(on/ Msttt t^Bt t^t sourrasn cause/ 

tofis soil matie ol matures in l^enen ttttft or toatec/ 

toad tito aune gooH | nes / tis tiie tofitete j^e toon tgat some of 

On sig. )i Ul rectOy 

C ^"bt iBeneraUe Sbtrcttntt 

®otr men anli tosmmen gf tio sou td bn1iet0ton)ii t|at 

g aZftettati^auecuteof soursotolssliecommaumlvfiliof 

out onlieiiaiies aiOi %s ^^ eosststurums antr tl^e laOBe 

of I10I9 efittt^e to s^etoe (0 50U foute tsmes fas tl^e sete 

hi (^ a iMcter of tl^ fm oitfis to^ tf^e peple to most 
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The Text ends on the sixth verso of sig. \i, 

xtunttntmisi gloria inter 0ancto0 et electo0 tuo0 retnuKSitati 
xt%fi II rmt/per xpristum tominm nostrum ^men/ 

(SnvxjinU}i fts tepUiam Htujtan at toetrtmefrtre/ 

Remarks. — ^The name of the writer of these homilies is 
not known, nor do they appear attached to any of the mann- 
Bcripts of the Festial above noticed. That ttiey were, how- 
ever, printed by Caxton at the same time as the Festial 
appears evident from the identity of their typographical 
arrangements, strengthened by the &ct of their being, in 
several instances, under the same cover. That Caxton also 
intended to allow their separate use may, nevertheless, be 
deduced from the first gathering having a for its signature, 
and from the existence of some copies unaccompanied by the 
Festial. In the Lambeth copy the sermons precede the 
Festial. 

The four sermons are thus apportioned : — 

1. On the Paternoster, the Creed, and the Ten Command- 



2. The Seven Sacraments, the Seven Deeds of Mercy, and 
the Seven Deadly Sins. 

8. A continuation of the subject of Deadly Sins. 

4. On Contrition, Confession, and Satis&ction. 

After the sermons are *' The General Sentence or Commi- 
nacion," and two forms of bidding prayer, called " The Bedes 
on Sondaye." 

Every priest was obliged by the Canon Law to read the 
''Modus Fulminandi," or Commination, and to preach at 
least one sermon every three months, and these were probably 
compiled for that purpose. 

Nine copies are known, of which two only are in private 
hands. 

No. 51. — Seevitium de Visitatione B. Mablo! ViBonns. 
Quarto. Sine ulld notd. (1481-3). 

Collation. — One 4"ss8 leaves, of which the last is blank. 
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Typographical Pabtiotjlabs. — The type is entirely 
No. 4. The lines, which are folly spaced ont, measure 8^ 
inches in length ; there are 26 lines to a fall page. Without 
signatures, folios, or catchwords. 

The first leaf is wanting in the only copy known. The 
second recto commences with space for a 2-line initial^ with 
director, 

p Htma mt mi^i tunc autota refubttt ic 

j^orrttite poto fugtentit; bmtttiet celo ru 

btwtnU lite btcttnq; a imtt Wtinxi * im Qtui 

followed, on the same page, by — 

l^to 0cxta 

On the verso is — 

Efttuitto lie emtV * 9 octaua0 prima tie 

giving the lessons for the week. On the fourth recto is — 

• aili mtosam S^ntrotttus 

The sixth verso, which is given entire in the accompany- 
ing plate, begins — 

• ®tatto Mnttmimi « tr « n * Sbixti pope quattt 

The Text ends on the seventh verso, two lines short of a 
full page, 

et (Xttltattoe pprtua xmtMwatw . ^tt aqpm 
)iommu no0tm 

The only Existing Copt is in the British Museum (C. 
21. c), and, although wanting the first leaf, has the final 
IJlank. Measurement, 8f x 5f inches. 

No. 52. — Bex pebelegantissdils Epibtoljb peb Petbuh 
Oabmelianum EBCENDATiE. Quarto, Per Willelmum 
Caxtan. In Westmonasterio. (1488). 

OoLLATiON. — a i C are 4'>'ss 24 leaves, of which at is 
blank. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC ^_, 



£06 WILLIAM OASXQV. 



TrpoaRAPHiGAL Paskiculabs.— Theie is no tide-page. 
The iypeB lued axe Noa. 4 and 4*. The hnea^ which ore 
spaced to aa even length, meaaure S^ inches^ and there are 
26 to a page. Without catchwords or folioa. The whole 
ifjpeanffioe of the print ia like the *^ ItorvitiuiQ de Vidtatione'' 
4«id the '^ Older <rf Chivalry." 

The use of types 4 and 4* together points nnmiatakably 
to 1483 as the period of issue ; and this date, gathered from 
the typographical particulars only, is completely verified hy 
the letters themselves, the dates of which range from Decem- 
ber 11th, 1482, to February, 1488. 

The Text begins on a it recto, wiA an ^trodnetion whkih 
occupies three pages. 

^ ii^rculett Imx JFmam in e9 Irucatu 
bemtotu annus comstituttus paulo tout 
1)etit0tt0jstiRit0 (otunt biolat tntmunttatas/ 
hM fa^mm twn Cfieiflitnaitto lUge ^ea:? 
yolttano tBUUUAamwium )itm/.et iotttu^ 
ttnotum repu/^uoti per bmeta ibetior' no 
litrkat/lftenett iroopcta xtposscwxt/ ilk tet> 
gtttensan/a^SSttus ponttfex (uarttm /.teltc? 

The SIX letters hog^ on «ig. a (tf verso. On (8 m;to is 
the following colophon : — 

fuarum tti% a ^ummo Vonttftce jMaM 
Cguatto <( S>aa» atarlimalittm OEoUesto 
all JfUiurtrus^tmum lOinettantm iiui:em 
gloanium inocmtfum totOiemt^ ab tim 
Bua all eunlim ^onttficm et Otatlima:' 
Un/ohJFmaxmm bellum siutreptum/ain^ 
fctipte 0ttnt/f titpre00e per MIMm«m 4ECax:? 
ton/et Mltsentet ementate per Vetrtmt 
(Sameliaitn ^oetar* lavreatmn in StEtart? 
moita^terto 

Beneath this is a Latin quatrain, beginning 
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fiiUowed by 

Sfnterprrtotta maparum \itttxax\m yunctatarum parua^ 

The text ttds with i3 linoB on tbe vono cf the aame lra£. 

Semakkb. — These six Mton pMied between the Sacred 
OoUege of Owdinals on one sde and the Doge of Yenioe on 
the otbar, the sub jeot being the neeeBcdty of oloeing the wer 
with the Oity of Feraro. 

PetroB OwineliannB, the editor of theee letter^ it notioed 
by Mr. €Midner, in his ptefnoe to tbe ''llJamorialfl of King 
Henry the Seventh," pnbUshed in 1858, for Uie Maeter of the 
BoUfl, as having be^ in England from the time of Edward 
the Fourth. He may, therofoie, haye peraona&y employed 
Oaxton to print hie ^' Bex Bpistdtt." The title '' Brixieneis" 
eometimes attached to his name shows that he was a natiye 
ai tbe town of Brescia. He seems to haye taken an interest 
in educational m»tten» as yarBes by him to John Anwykyl 
luad to William Waynflete, Bish^ of Winahester, ere prefixed 
to the '^ Compendium totius grammatwas" printed at Oxfi»d 
about 1482-83. Some more of his poetry is printed in the 
Oxford '' Phalaris" of 1485, Tanner assigns to OarmeUanne 
the fpUowiag promotums— Beetor of St. George's, Soutbwark, 
1490; Prebend of York^ 1498; Arohdeaoon of Gloucester, 
1511 ; Prebend of London, 1519. Beiiig in such fayoor, no 
wonder that he waxed rich, and that when, in lb22, ''an 
annual grant was made hy the Spirituality for the Sing's 
personal expenses in France for the recoyery of the Crown," 
the name of ''Mr. Petrue Cannelianns" appears among the 
"Spiritual PoPBons" for the handsome sum of £S%3 6a 8d. 
In the Calendar of State Papen, where he is called " Latin 
Secretary of King Heniy the Seyenth," mention is made of a 
letter sent to him fitun Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain, 
thanking him for his services, and promising him &your and 
reward. On the projected marriage of Prince Charles of Cas- 
tile with the Princess Mary of England he wrote a poem in 
Latin, printed by Pynson about 1514, of which a unique copy 
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is in the Grenville Library (see Archaologiay vol. rviii). In 
the same library is a mannscript poem on the birth of the 
Prince of Wales (I486), another copy, beantiftilly illnminated, 
being among the royal MSS. in the British Mnsenm. Both 
are evidently in the handwriting of GarmeliannSy the latter 
being his presentation copy to the king. The argnment of 
this poem is so characteristic of the age that it is worth 
noting. Almighty God, compassionating the miserable state 
of England lacerated with dvil war, convoked a meeting of 
the Saints in Heaven to ask their opinions as to how the long 
standing dispute between the Houses of York and Lancaster 
might be composed. The saints reply that, if the Omniscient 
Deity cared for any of their connseJJs, no one was better quali- 
fied to state how the wars might be terminated than King 
Henry the Sixth (already in heaven), who knew the country 
and the causes of dissension, and they recommended that he 
should be appealed to. Henry is accordingly called upon to 
reply to the Supreme Being, and proposes that the two houses 
should be united so as to be one house, for which an oppor- 
tunity then offered by the marriage of the Earl of Richmond 
with the Princess Elizabeth. The Deity approves and decrees 
its execution, the marriage takes place, and. the poem termi- 
nates with an exhortation to England to rejoice on account of 
the prince's birth. Oarmelianus died Augnst 18th, 1527 ; 
John de Giglis, Bishop of Worcester, in 1497, his contem- 
porary and countryman, also employed Oaxton to print 
Indulgences. 

A manuscript, "Carmen de Vere,"* in the British Mu- 
seum, which \& dedicated to Edward Prince of Wales (after- 
wards Edward Y), dated April 1482, affords some information 
from the pen of Carmelian himself. He says that for the 
previous ten years he had been travelling about the world, 
having very lately arrived in England, with the intention of 
proceeding to Germany and Switzerlimd ; but, captivated by 
the pleasantness of the country, he had been unable to leave 

* Beg. 12 A xxix, the particalars of whicli were kindly commnnicated 
by Mr. Bond, keeper of the MSS. 
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it. He adds that his poem waB written to gain the ta,roxa of 
the prince. Whence his dignity of Poeta lanreatufl was ob- 
tained is not known. 

The only copy known of this tract was disooTered in the 
year 1874 by Ihr. G. Kdnnecke, archivist of Marburg, in an 
old Yolnme of seventeenth centnry divinity, in the Hecht- 
Heinean Library at Halberstadt. It was described in the 
^'Neuer Anzeiger" of Dr. Jnlins Petzholdt for October 1874; 
also in the Atheneenm for Febniaiy 27th, 1875. 

No. 58. — CoNFBSSio Amantib. Large Folio. **Enprynted 
at Westmestre by me Willyam Caxton the if day of Sep- 
tembre / a thousand / CCCG hxxxiif (a typographical 
error for hxxiij). 

Collation. — ^A 4% signed H, it), iiiU the first and eighth 
leaves being blank, followed by a 4% signed on the second 
leaf only 1 2, the first leaf being blank; then i c ) e f g $ t 
itImnopC(t0tttXI^^ail8all4'»;aEaS% with the 
sixth leaf blank. In all 222 leaves, of which fonr are blank. 

Typographical Pabticulaeb. — ^There is no title-page. 
Type No. 4 is nsed for sigs. 1 to X ; sigs. ^ to iff , as well as 
the introductory matter, are in type No. 4*, while sigs. 9 and 
} are partly in one and partly in the other. Where type No. 
4 is used there are 46 lines to a colmnn, and 44 lines of type 
No. 4*. On sig. f itif recto the two types appear in the same 
page, the first colmnn being in No. 4 and the second in No. 
4*. Without catchwords or folios. Space left for inserting 
2 to 6-line initials, with director. The signatures at the 
beginning of the volume are irregularly printed, and show the 
want of a settled plan in the printer's mind. The first 4% 
which, as it includes the index, must have been printed last, 
is properly signed ; but, on b^inning the book, it appears as 
if the compositor thought there could be no use for signatures 
if every \eaf had a printed folio, and accordingly they were 
. omitted except on the second sheet, which is signed in Arabic 
numerals only. The inconvenience of this being seen, the folios 
were omitted, and the signatures printed in the second 4% i ; 
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while in Big. t bob plans are tmited, and we hvve signainres 
and fbHoB too to t^ end of the book — Ibe latter, howevw^ 
with continual errors. The introductory 4* is not indnded 
in the enmnemtion of the folios. tO'ote that sig. i 4 is pointed 
9 4, and that from sig. f to the end the Arabie numerals used 
in tile signatures giTe place to Soman numerals. The book 
is in double odmnn throughout. He date in the c^a|dioil 
is printed a thousaiid COGC Intxxiij, a typographical em>r, 
which would ha^e led to Mbm GonftiBio& had not ^ regnal 
year, " the first year of the reign of King Richard the third," 
been also added, fixing the right date as 1483. 

Commencing with a blank lea^ the paragraj^ title and 
table follow on sig. Jt^ space being left for a 8-line initial, with 
director. 

The Text begins thus : — 

|gus tooit us tntttttiA loto t|f tooctt tiuu( fitnrt of 
t tonU» II 010 amantun / goG» / Sc | after altoia tonw 

tj^ot (0 to mgellm ^toeme folio bi 
enslfi00|e tj^ conft0»coit ofl 
tfft Umt maa)i atUf tamf^ 
98lA bfijljio^ Aoton 
%Vim ioau in toolset C^tut t9M!^ t|i stE(l4P(> 

T!iB Ttert ends on the Terso of sig. © 9, ^oHO CCxf 
wiQi colophon in first cdumn, 

^infxsttiflU Bi tontfme0tcf 
tS mi ySSiUlaam Otaxtoit 
aali fgni^m^^ t|e i) llajt of 
Siqrtmto ^e %art 9m of 
t|^ Inint of Ititig lli(|«tt 
t|i tlBck/t^lltm of ow^ 
lot^ a tloiif a»)i / 4Mt(B4B / 
ixxxxiit] 

RmtiBMi— TBe lift ant! poeticrf writings of the "moral 
Gower" have reoeired frequent illustrations fenn modem 
critics. His chief work, the "Confessio Anmntis," appears to 
have been begun about 1886 and completed in 1892-8. It 
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was originallj dedicated to Richard II, bat, on the wane of 
that monarch's power, Oower suited himself to the changing 
times, and recast his prologue. The copies made after this 
version are tenoed Lancastrian. The Latin Terses and the 
marginal index are in some manuscripts, as in Caxton's 
printed edition, included in the text. They were, Dr. Pauli 
believes, the original composition of Gower, abounding, lika 
his other poetry, in instances of false prosody and even bad 
grammar. The verses are imitations in the manner of 
Boethius, but often unintelligible* 

Seventeen copies are extant, ifoitish Museum (8); Cam- 
bridge ; Pembroke College, Cambridge ; Hereford Cathedral ; 
Lambeth; Queen's College and All Souls, Oxford; and eig;hi 
in private libraries. 

No. 54.— The Book which the KNiaor op the Tower 

HADE TO THE " BJTSBYGfNEMBNT ** AND TEACHING OP 

HIS daughtees. Folio. ** Miprynted at Westmtjnstr^ 
ths laste day of Januer the fyrst yere of the regne of 
Kynge Rychard the thyrd'^ (i.e. 1484.) 

Collation. — A 2% signed on second leaf only a) » a i € 
) e f B l> t i^ i n <ure 4*^; n a a% with the last two leaver 
blank. In all 106 leaves^ of which two are blank. 

Note— sig. t iiif is wrongly printed t iaj» and the first 
leaf of )i is without any signature. 

Ttfogbaphigal PAETIOULAB&— There is no title-page^ 
The type, as far as sig. f , is No. 4, and forty lines, each 4| 
inches long, make a full page. From sig. f j to the end tho 
type is No. 4*, with 88 lines, each 4| inches long, to tho 
page. The lines are folly vgatxd oat. Without folioa or 
catchwords. Space is left for 8> 4, and 6-line initials, with 
directors. 

Commencing a blank, the prdogoe follows on an. uiMBjpwi 
lea^ with ^moe for a 8-line iiUtial SL, 

taaunrf 
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On sig. a j recto, 

Jttm trgsnitrt^ ^^ tooit toj^td^e t^t itn^iAt of t^e touce 
maie/^nli spritett of mans f^sre ensampto anti tj^nt^ 
0S8nmmts0 anil ted^sng of t)t0 liousfiltens 

The Text ends on the fourth verso of sig. n, 

fittt fsns00t)e1)i tfie fmit / \nf^itift tfie itnssfit of t^eCoute 
ma II lie to tfie enisesgnemntt anil tet^sng of tit0 liougfytecB 
tran0|| lateli oute of JPrenisdi) in to onr matetnall ii!^nsls00^ 
tongue lis II me CSfttUtam OTajcton / toi)icf)e fiooft teas tntttb 
ic fsnsJJJJ^eli tfie || f gtst lias of Supn / tje »ete of oure torH 
ffSi ©ffiffld iixxur 

Anil enprsnteli at toestmsnirtre tfie la^t )ias of Slansuer tfie 
fSt0t sere of tfje rcgne of ftsi^ge iis^Atti tj^e tj^s^^ 

Eemabks. — In the department of " Maine et Loire," be- 
tween Chollet and Yezins, may still be seen the minB of an 
ancient chAteau, called '* Latour-Landiy/' ArchasologistB 
ascribe the stractnre to the twelfth century. The place 
originally bore the name of "La Tour" only, the old family 
name of the owners being " Landry ;" but eventually the two 
were combined, and " De la Tour Landry," became the patro- 
nymic of a long race of knights. The earliest instance of the 
double name is found in a document dated 1200. Passing 
over the history of the family, we will confine ourselves to 
Geoffrey and his book, "pour Tenseignment de ses fillee.** 
The date of neither his birth nor death is known. He was at 
the seige of Aignillon in 1846, when he must be supposed to 
be at least of the age of twenty years. He tells us he wrote 
his book in 1371, which would make him, at the youngest, 45 
years old, though he was probably older. In all the illumi- 
nated copies of Ids work he is represented as discoursing with 
his three daughters, for whose instruction in their journey 
through life it was written, as the knight himself in a pre&oe 
informs us. But he had also sons, as we learn that a similar 
work had previously been undertaken for their inBtruction, 
"as hit is reherced in the booke of my two sonnes, and also 
in an Euangely." (See Gazton's edition, sig. n 4.) Neither 
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of these compositions of the knight are known now to exist. 
We also learn that in the compilation of this work he called 
to his aid two priests, who read to him the Bible, the " Oesta^" 
and various chronicles of France, England, and other oonn- 
tries. To this may, perhaps, be attributed the predominance 
of the ecclesiastical element in this book. The knight origi- 
nally intended to write the whole work in verse, but finding 
that method necessitated a less concise narration, he soon 
changed his composition into prose. In the original French, 
however, a considerable portion of the introduction, though 
prose to the eye, will be found to have retained its metrical 
form. Severed writers have denounced the work as obscene, 
and more fitted for the corruption than the instruction of 
youth, while others, taking into consideration the manners of 
that age, have arrived at the very opposite conclusion. At 
any rate, it is plain our Cazton thought highly of it : he says 
in his preface, '^ I advise every gentleman or woman having 
children, desiring them to be virtuously brought forth, to get 
and have this book, to the end that they may learn to govern 
them virtuously in this present life." He tells us also the 
occasion of his translating and printing it, which was ^'at the 
request of a noble lady which hath brought forth many noble 
and fair daughters, which be virtuously nourished." (See an 
article in the RetrospeetivB Review: New Series, 1827; vol. i, 
part ii, page 177. Also, Le Livre du Chevalier de la Teur 
Landry, par M. Anatole de Montaiglon. 12mo. Paris, 
1854.) 

We must here notice that, although the anonymous En- 
glish translation (ffarl 1764) preceded that by Caxton, a 
comparison of the two versions makes it evident that our 
printer owed nothing to his predecessor. M. Montaiglon, 
indeed, gives a decided preference to the earlier text. The 
following amusing extract is suggestive of Shakspere's 
"Taming of the Shrew." Act V, Scene II. 
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CAXTON, 1484. 



How a woman sprange Tpon the table * Gapitnlo xviij. 

N a tyme it happed that Marchaontes of Fraimoe cam 
J from oertajn Fajreg / where as they sought Drapetye / 

and as they cam with MarchaundyBe fro Boan / that 
one of them said / it is a moche &yre thynge a man to bane 
a wif obeysaont in alle thynges. to her hosbond / Yerayly 
sayde that one / my wyf obeyeth me well / And the second 
said . J trowe / that my wyf obeye me better / ye sayd the 
thyrd / lete laye a wager / that whiche wyf of tb thre that 
obeyeth best her hnsbond / and doeth sonnest his oommannde* 
ment that he wyime the wager / whempon they waged a 
Jewele / and accorded al thre to the same / & sworen that 
none shold adnertyse his wyf of this bargayn / saof only to 
saye to her / doo that whiche J shall commannde what soeuer 
it be / After when they cam to the first mans hows / he sayd 
to his wyf Sprynge in to this bacyne/ and she answerd/wher- 
fore or what nede is it . And he said by cause it playsirth me 
00 / and J wyU that thou do so / Truly said she J shall knowe 
fyrst wherfor J shall sprynge / And soo she wold not doo it * 
And her husbond waze moche angry and felle / and gafe her 
a bufPet / After thys they cam to the second marchauntes 
hows / and he saide to his wyf lyke as that other saide / that 
she wold doo his commaundement / And it was not long after 
that he said to her Sprynge in to the basyn / And she de- 
maunded hym wherfore / And at the last ende for ought that 
be dyde / die dyd it not / wherfore she was beten as that 
other was / Thenne cam they to the thyrd mans hous And 
there was the table couered * and mete set theron And the 
•marchaont said to thother marchauntes in theyr eres / that 
after dyner he wold commannde her to sprynge in to the 
bacyn / And the husbond said to his wyf / that what someuer 
he commaunded her she shold do it / his wyf whiche that 
moche louyd hym and dred hym herd wel the word . And it 
was so that they bygan to ete / and there was no salt vpon 
the table / And the goodman sayd to his wyf/ Sail sur table 
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And the good wyf whiohe hadde fere to disobeye hym/sprang 
vpon the table and onerthrewe table / mete / wyn / and platers 
to the ground / How said the good man / is this the manere / 
Gone ye none other playe but this / are ye mad or oute of 
yonre wyt . Syre said she /J hane done yonre commaudement / 
hane ye not said that yonre oommanndement shold be done 
what someuer it was . Gertaynly J hane it done to my power 
how be it that it is yonre harme and hnrte as moche as myn . 
For ye sayd to me that J ahold spryge on the table / J said 
he / J sayd ther lacked salt vpon the table / Jn good feyth J 
vnderstode said she for to spryng / thene was ther laughter 
ynouz & al was taken for a bourd and a mocquerye / Thenne 
the other two Marchanntes said it was no nede to late her 
sprynge in the basyn / For she had done ynough / And that 
her husband had wonne the wager . . . And thus ought eueiy 
good woman to fere and obeye her lord & husbonde and to do 
his oommanndement is hit right or wrong/yf the oommannde- 
ment be not oner outrageous / And yf ther be vyoe therin / 
she is not to blame / but the blame abydeth vppon her lord 
and husbonde. 

There are two oopies in the British Museum, one at Cam- 
iHridge, one at Oxford^ and two in private libraries. 

No. 55. — Caton. Folio. Without Printm^s Nam»y Place, or 
Date. '' Translated . . .by WiUiam Gaxton in thahbey 
of Westmynetre the yere of our lard M CGGC Ixxxiif.'* 
(1484?) 

Collation. — ^The prologues and table a 8% signed if and 
ttj on the second and third rectos^ the first and last leaves 
being blank: then a & c ll e f S $ are 4^; t a 5*^; a j and 
ilO being blank. In all eighty leavesy of which four are 
blank. 

Typog&afhical Pabtigulabs. — ^There is no tide-page. 
Two sizes of type are used : No. 2 for the Latin headings, 
and No. 4* for the Text. The lines, which are fully apaoed 
out, measure 4f inches, and there are 88 to a fiill page. 
Without folios or catchwords. Space is left for the insertion 

T 2 
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of d-line initials, sometimes with and sometimes without 
directors. Commencing with a blank leaf, Caxton's short 
prologue and his dedication to the City of London follow on 
Big. if. 

The Text begins thus: — 

C 3Q^ &egsnnetf) tfie prologue or ptofiemse of tfie iooit 
calltli||aratoii/toi)icf)e boofte tatf) btn tran^lateti m to dl^it:? 
gl900tie fifi 11 M^vtssttt iSenet ISurgI / late Axtfit'btkm of 
dttA^t^ttt attti II tse (fianon of saint jsteptens at toe0tnu0tre/ 
toljid^ ful (taftls II tatli matie it in talatie rsal fbr tj^e rmtii:? 
cion of ms lotii ISott || 0t^/5one ^ test at tj^at tsme to ms 
lorli tl)e erif of (B%t%n \\ ArCts &s cause of late cam to ms 
i^anti a Iiooft of tfie Mid (Saton || in iFrensste / tottcfie 
tetercetfi mans a fast lemgnge anil nota || file ensamples/ 
S taue translateti it oute of frenssfie in to (Sn \\ gls00$e/ 
M al along tere after jsfiaUe appiere/toi)iete S presiente 
unto tl)e (Sfite of lontion/ 

iinto tj^e noble aunegent anli renome) atffte/t|e 
b OCfte II of lontion in (iSnglonln / 3) CSftilliam Otaxton 

(XtSt^tun II ^ eoniurse of t^t same / & of t|^e fratet:? 
nste anil felau0$tp || of tf^e mereerfie otoe of rigfit ms 
iserufise $c poti tosll / anti of 

The table follows, making, with the introductory matter, 
eight printed pages, the whole concluding on the fifth verso, 
with the sixth blank leaf After another blank is the Gloss, 
headed by a quotation of seven lines of Latin in type No. 8, 
with a if for the signature. 

The Text ends on the ninth recto of sig. i, the tenth leaf 
being blank, 

tfisnge men mas intstule tj^to Istell booit t$e msrour of tfie 
te II gsme $c gouemement of tfie Iiotis ^^^ of tfie sotole/ 

)Bere fjins^s^etfi tfiiis present fiooft tol^id^e i» Mi^ts or 
calleti II ®attion translateli oute of Jprenssfie in to iSnglsssjfte 
bS 1S3S3iHl II iam dtBxttm in tfiaMes of toestmsnstre tfie sere 
of oure lotti I iQ dtiSdtiSt Ixxxiii / ainti t^e fsrst sfte of tfie 
regne of itsnge||llsf!lAt^ ^ ^V^^ tfie ixiij lias of tetemlire 
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In his prologae Coxton says, ^' To the end that the histories 
and examples that be contained in this little book may be 
lightly fonnd . . . they shall be set and entitled by manner of 
Bubrics . . .and they shall be signed as that followeth of the 
nnmber of leaves where they shall be written." Accordingly 
the numbers given in the table agree with their proper folios^ 
but these folios are not inserted, either in print or manuscript^ 
in the body of the work, rendering the table almost useless. 

Caxton says in his preface that he translated from a 
French copy, "which rehearsed many a fair learning and 
notable example ;" and some portions of his own introductory 
matter suggest also a French original. Were a manuscript to 
be found, its title would probably agree with Caxton's con- 
cluding description of the work — '^ the mirror of the regime, 
and government of the body and of the soul." 

The year 1488 is usually assigned to the printing of this 
book ; but, as the translation was not ended till December 
28rd, it seems improbable that it was printed till 1484. 

As already noticed, this " Caton" is a very different work 
from the composition known as " Catho Magnus," the distichs 
of which serve here only as a text whereon to hang an exten- 
sive gloss. A short notice of " Mayster Benet Burgh" has 
already been given. 

There are copies in the British Museum, Cambridge, 
Glasgow, Oxford, Exeter College, Oxford, and seven in private 
hands. 

No. 5^. — The Golden Legend. Largest FoUo. First Edi- 
tion, ^^Fynysshed at westmestre the twenty day of 
fumemhre / the yere of our lord M / CCCC / Ixxxiij / 
By ms Wyllyam Caxtofir (1484 ?) 

Collation. — ^An unsigned 8*^, with first and sixth leaves 
blank; aft(1)iefgf|titlinnop((r0tuxs^&are 
4-';9a8»;AISa(a«^dP®|g9iSl.iaia® 
V ® H i6 ^ B are 4"^; X a 8''; $ is a single sheet, fol- 
lowed by a single leaf, the back edge of which is sometimes 
returned round |^, and sometimes sewn separately ; MiibtC 
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Wre«are4"; ffl|a8*; j^l^ it 4~; I* a 8M* 6 being blank. 
In all 449 leaves, of which three are blank. 

Typographioal Pabticulabs. — ^There is no tide-page. 
There are two sixee of type, No. 8 being used for head-lines 
and headings to chapters, while No. 4* is nsed for the text. 
The whole is in doable oolmnns, and the lines, which are folly 
spaced oat, measare three inches ; 55 lines in a colonm, and 
110 to a fall page. There are folios throaghoat, bat nam- 
bered very irregolariy. Space is left for the insertion of 8 to 
6-line initials, with directors. There are no catchwords. 
Woodcnts are osed throaghoat, apparently from the hand of 
the same artist who engraved the cats for the second edition 
of the "Chess Book." 

The first edition is principally distingoished by the nse of 
Type No. 8 for head-lines, &c., and also by a variation in the 
signatares X and ^. Both this and the second edition are 
printed npon very large sheets of paper, larger indeed than 
Caxton ever nsed before or after. The edition of 1498 ifl 
apon the osual size. 

The first leaf is blank; on the second recto is a large 
woodcut of Saints, 9x6^ inches, under which the Text begins 
thus, making a ftill page : — 

{Woodcut of SainU). 



t lyo(tour||0asnt3[rcoin 
0asttitf)S0aucto||t9te/ 
lio altofse 0iimme goolill 
tonttr/to tfimlie tf^at tfie 
tieu9l fsnitl^t not n^lz/ 
mtds f^t Itols lioctour II Msnt 
atustgn M^t^ in t^t fmi 
of tfir II labour 4)f moniteis/ 
t^at no man crtcongejlot 
msgtts to laiiottte ougfit to 
it ItiUllfbt to^t^ tawt 
tofim 3 fiali patfottt? jj null 



ic a(tonvlt00|e1)i inmcm 
ta)erlts0 1 Si t)S0tot5e0 ttamt? 
latfli out of tuMs^t I in to 
engls00t)e at tfie xtqvMU of 
cet^ II tesn lotlneis / lalrsns 
anti 8ent5lmen/||a0 t^s^? 
istotse of tfie rmtsel of 
Crose/Utj^e \mt of tfie 
tl)tsi»t/ ^t^nsitotstfxt^S^ 
0on / C^e ^i0totse of tfie 
mstxourjlof t^e tootnu/tle 
xb twAta of iSrta^ || mot? 
Ptie0eo0 in tol^srbe been con? 
te»»w^ll 
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This prologae finiaheB, half-way down the seoond cohmm» 
on the verso of the same leaf. On the third recto is another 
woodcnty 8x4^ inches^ of a horse galloping past a tree, 
bearing a lable, Mfi Cnt0te 3f0 (^ee a feosimile in Dibdin's 
Typ. Ant.f vol. i, page 186). Underneath this commences 
Gazton's own prologae^ with space for a 8-line initial SI, 

i^li for 00 mocf^e m al0Ot)aueen9rsnte1)itttn% 

f^Ui 11 jsasti toerlu toast mootrt btut || 92R])0e tfiat 3 

vcrtt Sc ouet II cfiarge^ j^aue emit or xantfyt / anil || 

atU to vxtUttomplmlit \\ S present tf)t0 isasli iiooot to 

fersli me m tfie begsnnsni tut gooli ^IJnoiiUlorlidtsp/ 

of tiie II 00 d^sef cower of tfie || 

This occapies the whole page. On the third verso the 
table is begmi, ending on the sixth recto, with sixteen lines 
in the first colmnn, the rest of the page being blank. The 
last line is — 

9vM folio atatdte rrbtr 

On sig. i the original Text is begun, space being left for 
a 6-line C, 

3Qe tsme Of tfialiuet qus^HfittK of ssnoronre 9c 
Ifrnputodouce/ II to s^ sf j^e 

or comsng of our $oti 00 come to fbre/poueit:? 
ture II man msiAt 0O5e fit jbs 

tor) m to ti^t0 toorlli j^t0 otone merite0 1| 

The Text ends on kit 5 recto, half-way down the second 
colnmn, 

afore 10 molie mencpon/ 
Hffit^icfie toeritellgl j^oue 
occomplt00$eti at tfie com:: 
maun^lltiementeoiUi reque0to 
of tf^e noble anil || pttS00attnte 
erle / anii mi 0pecial goob || 
torli SiStsUsam erle of aron:? 
liel / Scf^Mt II fsn900|eb itat 
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oC lumembre / tj^e im iif our 

lorin II iQ/ (Etorctar / ixnui / 

&: tl^efsrstsm | ofl^txtssat 
odSsngi^BcibA^ti t^eijtfn^ii 

18s vtf tosUsam (Raxbm 

In the latter half of the thirteenth century, JaoobuB de 
Voragine, Archbishop of Genoa, who died in 1298, compiled 
a book called "Legenda Aurea," in which the lives and 
miracles of numerous saints were narrated. This was found 
very useful to the priests in their sermons, and soon become 
BO popular that it was translated into nearly every Eurox)ean 
language. The Latin text of " Voragine " has been reprinted 
from an early manuscript, and edited by Dr. Th. Graesse, 8vo, 
Lipsis, 1840. It has also received a modem French dress 
under the title " La L6gende dor^e, par Jacques de Voragine, 
traduit du Latin, par M. G. B., 8vo, Paris, 1848." In the 
early part of the fourteenth century, Jean Bdet, an author 
but little known to modem bibliographers, though often 
quoted by the writers of his age, translated the Latin of 
Jacobus into French, not, however, without embellishing it 
with many new additions. Shortly after the production of 
Belet, Jehan de Vignay, who has been abeady noticed as trans- 
lating the Book of Chess, undertook a new version in French 
of " La L6gende dor^e," which he accomplished before 1 380, as 
he dedicated it to '^ Jeane, royne de France.** His translation, 
however, was founded on the previous labours of Belet, which 
he amplified, adding about 44 new legends. About the middle 
of the fifteenth century, certain " worthy Clerks and Doctors 
of Divinity" compiled a " Book of the Life of Saints," which 
they describe as " drawn into English after the tenor of the 
Latin." These worthy Clerks and Doctors, however, would 
have given a much more trae account of their labours had 
they stated that, with the exception of some additional fables 
not traceable in the original Latin, they owed the whole of 
their compilation to ^'La L^gende dorte" of Jehan de 
Vignay. 
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It IB probable that in Caxton's time the English version 
here noticed was well known ; indeed we may infer this from 
the aoconnt given by our Printer of the origin of his own 
text: ''Against me here might some persons say, that this 
Legend hath been translated tofore, and tnith it is; but 
forasmuch as I had by me a Legend in French, another in 
Latin, and the third in English, which varied in many and 
diverse places; and also many histories were comprised in 
the two other books which were not in the English book, 
therefore I have written one out of the said three books." 
Caxton, with his Latin, French, and English copies before 
him, found a prologue ready to his hand in the version by 
Jehan de Yignay. This, as was his wont, he translated lite- 
rally, merely changing two or three of the inapplicable proper 
names, and adding some personal observations of his own. 
The bulk of his text comes also from the same source, being 
nearly identical with that of the English manuscript already 
noticed ; although to Caxton may be given this praise, that 
in several places where the "worthy doctours of divinite" 
had inserted in their English version some stories more in- 
credible or more filthy than usual, he very discreetly con- 
siderably modified or altogether omitted them. The reader 
curious in this matter may compare the tales about Nero in 
the "Life of St. Peter," as narrated in Harl 680, with folio 
202 in Caxton. How much he took from the Latin is impos- 
sible to say; nor have I been able to trace to their origin 
the curious explanatory derivations of the name of each 
saint, which form the first paragraph in every " Life." As in 
" The Festial," many saints in the " Golden Legend " have 
their lives illustrated or interwoven with tales from the "Gesta 
Romanorum." 

This work may be considered the most laborious, as well 
as the most extensive, of all Caxton's literary and typo- 
graphical labours. The compilation of the text only must 
have been a most arduous task, and the very extensive use of 
woodcuts must have been extremely expensive and trouble- 
some. Caxton, indeed, confesses that he was "in a manner 
half desperate to have left it," when the Earl of Arundel, who 
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apparently soggested the undertakings sent John Stanney to 
him, promising the Printer a small annuity^ and to take a 
" reasonable quantity " of copies when completed. The annuity 
was to be a buck in sommer and a doe in winter ; bat it is 
not improbable that these presents were commuted into a 
fixed sum of money, as was certainly the practice with the 
Gifts of Wine, which, in the fourteenth and fifteenth oen- 
tuiiesy were so fi^equently bestowed as rewards for servioes 
rendered. As a memorial of the Earls connection with the 
work, Gaxton placed the Arundel deirice ** My tmste is " after 
the preface. 

Although, firom the numerous copies still extant, it is 
evident that this edition must have been larger than usual, no 
perfect copy has yet been discovered. The L^;end of St. 
Thomas of Canterbury has been a special object of destruction, 
being, in nearly every instance, torn out of the vdume. 

lliis is one of the most common of the productions of 
Gaxton's press, and probably a larger number than usual was 
printed. Of the thirty known copies sixteen are divided 
between the British Museum, Cambridge, Corpus and Pem* 
broke, Cambridge, Ox&rd, Glasgow, Logonian Philadelphia^ 
King's College, Aberdeen, Lincoln, Hereford and Bath 
Cathedrals, Bawlett's Library, Tamworth, and the others in 
private libraries. 

While making every allowance for the rudeness of the age 
and the plain speaking then customary, the tendency of many 
of the '^ Lives" here narrated is so immoral, that many per- 
sons have doubted whether these legends were really read to 
congregations of men and women. But the legacy of several 
copies of this work to the parish church of St. Margaret's, as 
aheady noticed (p. 159), and the following extract from the 
will of Queen Margaret, prove that the '^Golden L^;end" 
was reckoned among the Church Service Books : — " Item, I 
will that mine executors purvey a complete Legend in one 
book, and an Autiphony in another book ; whidi books I will 
be given to abide there in the said church to the worship of 
God as long as they may endure. (Norf. and Norwich Arch. 
Soc., Dec. 1860, fol. 168.) 
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No. 57.— DsATH-BBD Prayebs. A FoVo Broadside. (1484?) 

Typographical Particulars. — ^Types No. 8 and 4* are 
used. The lines are spaced to an eyen length. It is half a 
sheet of paper printed on one side only. 

From the language of these prayers it is evident that they 
were intended for use by the death-bed. They were probably 
printed in this portable form for priests, and othersy to carry 
about with them. 

Although short their interest is great, and the reader may 
not be displeased to read them in the following more modem 
dress than that of the original. 

glorious Jesu! meekest Jehu! most sweetest 
Jesu! I pray thee that I may have true confession, con- 
trition, and satisfaction ere I die ; and that I may see and 
receive thy holy body, God and man. Saviour of all mankind, 
Christ Jesu without sin. And that thou wilt my Lord Ood 
forgive me all my sins, for thy glorious wounds and passion. 
And that I may end my life in the true faith of all holy 
church, and in perfect love and charity with my even* Chris- 
tians as thy creature. And I commend my soul into thy holy 
hands through the glorious help of thy blessed mother of 
mercy, our lady Saint Mary, and all the holy company of 
heaven. Amen. T The holy body of Christ Jesu be my 
salvation of body and soul. Amen. The glorious blood of 
Christ Jesu bring my soul and body into the everlasting bliss. 
Amen. I cry God, mercy ! I cry God, mercy ! I cry (Jod, 
mercy ! Welcome my Maker ! Welcome my Eedeemer ! 
Welcome my Saviour I I cry thee mercy with heart contrite 
of my great unkindness that I have had unto thee. 

thou most sweet spouse of my soul, Christ Jesu, desiring 
heartily evermore for to be with thee in mind and will, and 
to let none earthly thing be so nigh my heart as thou, Christ 
Jesu ; and that I dread not for to die for to go to thee, Christ 
Jesu ; and that I may evermore say unto thee with a glad 
cheer, my Lord, my God, my sovereign Saviour Christ Jesu, 

♦ " Eyen" = " fellow." The gravedigger in Hamlet^ act v, sc. I, 
naes the same phrase ** eyen Christian." 
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I beseech thee heartily take me, siimer, unto thy great mercy 
and grace, for I love thee with all my heart, \\ith all my 
mind, with all my might, and nothing so much in earth nor 
above earth as I do thee, my sweet Lord, Christ Jesu. And 
for that I have not loved thee, and worshipped thee above all 
things as my Lord, my God, and my Saviour, Christ Jesu, I 
beseech thee with meekness and heart contrite, of mercy and 
of forgiveness of my great unkindness, for the great love that 
thou showedst for me and all mankind, what time thou offerdst 
thy glorious body, God and man, unto the Cross ; there to be 
crucified and wounded, and unto thy glorious heart a sharp 
spear, there running out plenteously blood and water for the 
redemption and salvation of me and all mankind. And thus 
having remembrance steadfastly in my heart of thee, my 
Saviour Christ Jesu, I doubt not but thou wilt be full nigh 
me, and comfort me l)oth bodily and ghostly with thy glorious 
presence, and at the last bring me unto thy everlasting bliss, 
the which shall never have end. Amen. 

The only Existing Copy known is in the library of Earl 
Spencer, where it is bound up in a copy of Caxton's " Pilgrim- 
age of the Soul." It is in perfect condition, and measures 
11x8 inches. 

No. 58. — ^Thb Fables op -ffisop ; op Avian ; op Alfonsb ; 
AND OP PoGB, THE Floekntinb. Folio. ** Emprynted 
hy ms WUliam GaxUm at Wesfmymtre . . the xxvj days 
of Marche the y&re ofottre l<yrd M CGGG losctxii^r 

Collation.— a ftcliefBjiitlmttopqtfi;are4~ 
the last two leaves of being blank. In aU 144 leaves, of 
which two are blank. 

Note. — ^The first leaf of a is not signed, being printed only 
on the verso. 

Ttpogeaphical Paeticulabs. — ^There is no title-page, 
unless we call the great cut of -^op by that name. The type 
is of two sorts. No. 8 used in three places at the beginning 
of the work for headings, and No. 4*, in which is the whole 
text and the head-lines. The lines, which measure 4f inches, 
are fiilly spaced out, and in those few pages where there is no 
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woodcut there are 87 or 88 lines. There are head-lines and 
folios throughout, except in sig. % which has folios only. 
Woodcut initials are used throughout, and on the verso of 
sig. a If is a large floriated 9,, afterwards used in the '^ Order 
of Chivah-y." 

The first recto of sig. a is blank. Upon the verso is a 
large woodcut (4f x 6J inches), of -^Esop, surrounded by the 
subjects of his fables, with the word ESOPVS at the top. On 
the second recto, which is signed a IF, the book commences 
with the following title, in lai'ge type. No. 8 — 

C dToIio iFo 
C ll^ttt Iiegsnnetfi t^ imk (ft tj^e 0uibtsl fis^toq^es 
anil dFafttas of iSwpt tofiicl^e tone traiudotetf out 
of JFxtn^aftt in to (SnqlTififs^t bs toslUam (Saxton 
at toe0tmsn0tre SIfn tfie sne of oure iLortfe.m. 
• at(S(B:iE « Ixxxtt; * 

JS)r0t iiemmnrtj^ f^t I^f of (Snopt toitfi alU fiis fortune 
Iota) fie ta)a0 mlKtsII/taDs^e/antf intne in (Breee/notfme 
fro Ctofie tfie gtaunt tn a Cotaoue nameli ^moneo/ 
taiticiie ta)a0 amonge otfier TisfEdrmely antf eusUe isj^apen/dPor 

The whole is finished by an epilogue, written by Caxton 
himself, which begins on the recto, and concludes on the verso 
of sig. 6. 

0ta)ete of a gooli preesrt antf an fionest / %nt( (ere ta)tt| 3 fj^ 
n900|e tf)t0 iKooft / ttan^lateli ic emiirsntetf Iks me tS&iiWidm 
ffiax^'llton at ta^ejstmsn^tre in tf)atta9/an)i fsns^^tetf tl^ 
xxb; lyase \ of marciie t^e sere of oure lorli M dtitHtit 
Iixxiiir /ainly tfie || fsrstt sere of tfie regne of ftsng ^nc^att 
t^e tfistiilie 

The woodcuts by their treatment evidently came from the 
hands of the artist who had previously illustrated the '^ Game 
of Chess." It is perhaps impossible to decide whether they 
are of Flemish or English origin. The following represents 
.^Bsop beaten by his master. 

Caxton himself tells us at the beginning of the book that 
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it was a translation of his own from the French. It is rather 
remarkable that although the &bles of JEeop, in French, were 
found in all the great libraries of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries, and as many as three or four different copies in 
some, yet none apparently have descended to our time. No 
trace of an English translation previous to that of Oaxton has 
been discovered, and he must therefore have the credit of 
introducing these &bles to his countrymen in the English 
tongue. They were reprinted in London, with scarcely any 
alteration, for nearly two centuries. Whether translated from 
a manuscript, or an early French printed edition, it is now 
impossible to say. 

This is a very rare book, the only perfect copy known was 
devised by Mr. Hewett, of Ipswich, to King George III, and 
is now in the Eoyal Library, Windsor. Impeicfect copies are 
in the British Museum and at Oxford. 

No. 69.— The Order op Chivalry. Quarto. Without 
Printer's I^ame, Place, or Date. Translated by Caxton 
and presented to Richard III. (148a-6). 

Collation.— a i di e ( are 4", af being blank ; g a 2", 
with the last leaf blank ; in all 52 leaves, of which two are 
blank. 

Typographical Partioulars. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type is No, 4*, but two headings at the beginning of the 
work are in type No. 3. The lines, which measure 3^ inches, 
and of which there are 26 to a fall page, are folly spaced out. 
Without folios or catchwords. Initial letters cut in wood are 
used. 

Commencing with a blank leaf the work opens with a short 
preface, on sig. a if, the first four lines being in type No. S. 
The Text b^ins thus :— 

t^i0 ptesntt iooite Jntsfleli % 
Itadfu mt ffyt ottite of c^sualtB 
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The Text ends :— 

bn1itott0e tfete / IBMn 3 f^^l^ Vtas Blvxf^ 
ts gotf (to $10 Umg Isl & vmjftma tntU 
Uxt/Sc tfiat $e map fiaue btctors oC al ^i» 
mempni / antf after t^to af^txt ^ transttots 
ISf to tiaue tnttlasstjinq I^f in ^eum / toj^e? 
re a0 ui :3losr antf ^1500^ tootlto toitfiout 
etCHt&vxtn/ 

The date of printing, which was in the reign of Richard 
III, must have been between June 26th, 1483, and August 
22nd, 1405. Tlie "Order of Chivahy" has no connection 
with *'L'ordene de chevalerie." Dibdin, in the Typ, Ani.^ 
and Monle in Bib, Herald, both err in this matter. 

Two copies are in the British Museum, and two in private 
libraries : no others are known. 



No. 60.— Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. Folio. Second 
Edition, tvith Woodcuts, ''By Wylliam CaxUm.'' 
Without Place or Date, (1484 ?) 

Collation.— a icliefBt)iftlmnop(It0tare4", 
with a r blank ; b a S"" ; aa fill (C Vti t% ff gg 9t are 4*» ; tt a 
d»; ai3anBii^dr®ig^iK are 4"-; It a 2^ In all 
812 leaves, of which one is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. — There is no title-page. 
The type of the Text is No. 4*, the heads being all in No. 2*. 
The lines in the prose portion are spaced to an even length, 
and measure 4| inches. 88 lines to a page. Without catch- 
words or folios, and abnost without punctuation. 

This second edition, Caxton tells us, was printed six years 
after the first. Having fixed the year 1477-8 as about the 
date of the first, that will give about 1484 for this. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prohemye follows on 
a if. 
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lUte t^mitfi lakolie anti honour/ ougft tottfOF 
tim bnto t^t rlnlu0/ poetry /antf ^intamsm^n 
tfiat tiaue koteton mans noIiU tiofted of tos^etom 
of t^e Isunt /9a00to0/&: mstocUt; of I10I5 sasntetf 
of ts^totsetf / of wAU area famous aictos / ant 
faittes / ainli of tfie ctonscles 0tt^ tfie Iiegfinnsns 
of i^t macton of t^e tootni/bnio tf)S0 ]n;e0ent tsnu/fifi kofiscle 

The proheme, which is an excellent and indubitable speci- 
men of Caxton's own composition, and reflects as much credit 
upon his disposition as upon his literary abilities, finishes on 
the verso of sig. a if — 

after %0 js^ort anli ttan^ttorse Ijff toe map come to euet^ 
la^tsng || Isf in teuen / 9lmen 

On sig. a it) recto, with room for a 4-line initial, 

JDan tttai &vtsU tostib 1^0 0!)otiti0 sote 
to Cj^e tftougj^te of matc|e tjatfi petcpl' t^^ tote 
ainti &atf)9t( eueq; besne in sitcl^e Iscout 
®f toi^5ef)e bettue engentftst in t|e flout 
tOSI^anne Zeptettut efte tost^ $90 0ote btetfi 

The Parson's Tale finishes on sig. % iij yerso, and is fol- 
lowed by the Retraction. 

The Text ends with seyen lines on sig. % 4 recto, 

ie one of Iftm at tfie )ras of liome tj^at je^al be sausli /^ui 
rumllvatre et 09ititu ^antto biutt et tegnat lieud/Vei; omnia 
0eettla I ^entlorum &M®§i I 

The yerso is blank. 

The wood-cut illustrations appear to be by the same artist 
that was engaged upon .^Lsop. The wife of Bath is repre- 
sented thus : — 
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"THE WIFE OP BATH." 
FBOM THE SECOND EDITION OF CHAUCEB'S '* OANTEBBUBT TALES." 
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Two copies are in the British Mnsenm, and one in each of 
the following libraries — ^Magdalen and Pepjsian, Cambridge ; 
St. John's, Oxford; Royal Society, London; Earl of Ash- 
bumham, and Earl Spencer. In the year 1858 I discoyered 
a copy in the Library of the French Protestant Chnrch, in a 
torn and dirty state, having been nsed for some time to light 
the yestry fire. I drew attention to its great yalue and inte- 
rest, and it was doubtless saved from farther mutilation. 
Some time afterwards it disappeared from the library alto- 
gether, and no one now knows what has become of it. For 
identification the following particulars are here given: — ^it 
wants aU before sig. f| 5 ; 9 7 ; 1 8 and b if ; Vb if and t(t( 8 ; 
9L I ; Viii and 4 ; and aQ aiter (& 8. In the original binding. 
Tom, dirty, and ill used. Measurement, lOf x 7|. Auto- 
graph " • • Rawlinson A« 1717." Also, « Ex dono • • • 
Bateman Bibliopola." 



No. 61.— The Book of Fame. Folio. *'EmprynM by 
wylliam Gaxfmr • Withcmt Place or Date. (1484 ?) 

Collation. — a fl c are 4.", a F being blank ; t a 3% t 6 
being blank =s 80 leaves, of which two are blank. 

Typogeaphical Paeticulaks. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type is entirely No. 4*. In the epilogue, which is the 
only prose part, the lines are fully spaced out, and measure 
4f inches. 88 lines to a page. Without folios or catchwords. 
Space left for the insertion of 2 or 8-line initials, with 
directors. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the Text follows on sig. 
a i\ recto, 

IL^t ftooft of Jfnxat malie bfi (BefFrtQ) Otfiaucet 

®t( tome 190 euitfi tfteme to gootf 
8 dTot i\ x% toontfer t^sng 6$ tf^e tool! 

Co ms tost / tol^at rawst^ stoeufnus 
^^ iS^t mototoe Itxtm euetips 

tl 2 
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The poem ends on sig. )[ 5 recto, 

C$tt0 in ypcttasnt mi m game 
<!^nt(rtf» t^S0 IStpl fmk of J^ame 

©iplicit 

The epilogae immediately follows^ the Text ending, 

3 j^umlils it^tc^t ^ yrafie soko / emonge sour fusna / to 
tnneiiu:||bre ts0 soule/on kD^s^^/^tttf on alle crsistm 
0otai0 / 9 lKe0rcf)e al:' || msg^ts goli to ^aue mms Amen 
(i^mvrsnteli &fi toslltam (Saxton 

The epilogue has considerahle interest, as showing Caxton's 
opinion of Chaucer, and is here given verbatim. 

"J fynde nomore of this werke to fore sayd/For as fer 
as I can vnnderstode / This noble man Gefferey Chaucer 
fynysshyd at the sayd conclusion of the metyng of lesyng 
and sothsawe / where as yet they ben chekked and maye not 
departe / whyche werke as me semeth is craftyly made / and 
dygne to be wreton & knowen / For he towchyth in it ryght 
grete wysdom & snbtyll vnderstondyng / And so in alle hys 
werkys he excellyth in myn oppyny/on alle other wryters in 
in our Englyssh / For he wrytteth no voyde wordes / but aQe 
hys mater is ful of hye and quycke sentence / to whom ought 
to be gyuen laude and preysyng for hys noble makyng and 
wrytyng / For of hym alle other haue borowed syth and taken / 
in alle theyr wel sayeing and wrytyng/ And I humbly beseche 
& praye yow / emonge your prayers to remembre hys soule / 
on whyche and on alle crysten sonlis I beseche almyghty god 
to haue mercy Amen " 

As will be seen by the list of Existing Copies, the printed 
text of Caxton is almost as rare as manuscript ; so is the 
reprint by Pynson in 1526. Manuscripts of this poem were, 
probably, even in om: printer's time, difficult to obtain. The 
copy used by him was certainly very imperfect. Many lines 
are altogether omitted, and in the last page Caxton was 
evidently in a great strait, for his copy was deficient 66 lines, 
probably occupying one leaf in the original. We know from 
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his own writings the great reverence in which onr printer 
held the " noble poete," and we can imagine his consternation 
when the choice had to be made, either to follow his copy and 
print nonsense, from the break of idea caused by the deficient 
verses, or to step into Chaucer's shoes and supply the missing 
links from his own brain. He chose the latter course, and 
thus instead of the original 66 lines, we have two of the 
printer's own, which enable the reader to reach the end of the 
poem without a break down. These lines are in the following 
quotation printed in italics ; the entire extract being the first 
six lines of the last page : — 

Thej were a chekked hoQte two 

And neyther of hym myght out goo 

And Tpyth the noyte of themtvo Caxton 

J Sodeynly awoke anon tho 

And remembiyd what I had seen 

And how hye and ferre I had been 

It should be noticed that Caxton has here placed his name 
in the margin to make known his responsibility to his readers. 
The " out " not having been hitherto noticed, the position of 
his name there has been a puzzle to the bibliographers, until 
explained by Mr. Bradshaw. 

Copies are in the British Museum ; Cambridge ; Imperial 
Library, Vienna,' and Althorpe. 

No. 62, — The Cueial. ''Translated thus in Englysshe by- 
wylliam Caxton,*^ Without Printer's NamSy Place, or 
Date, (1484?) 

Collation. — ^A 8^ signed j, if, and iij, without any blanks. 
In all six leaves. 

Ttpographioal Paeticulabs. — There is no title-page. 
The type is entirely No. 4*. The lines, which are spaced to 
an even length, measure 4| inches, and there are 38 to a full 
page. Without catchwords or folios. 

The Text begins on sig. f recto, 

l^m foftotoetfi t^e copse of a Mttt toj^fict^ maustte 
aiasn II (B^wcttitt torotr to 1)S0 fttotfiet / totscfie Tiestteli to 
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come tftDflU in || dtouxt/ in bo^scle ^e tr^et0rti| mans mfi^ 
0nse0 & kDtrtcfislntesfisefiK || 

The '^ Curiai " finifihee on the sixth recto, 

to goly SI comantfr tf^e 69 tfiss totstsng biisci^r gsue t^t $20 

gta||ce/9lmm 

Cf|U0 enliftti tfyt (Stirial malir 69 mas0tte Main 
dt^wctttm II Cranslotet ti|U0 in ®nsls00|^ bs kosUtam 
(Eaiton 

On the verso Caxton has given us his translation of a 
ballad, written by Alain Cliartier, consisting of 28 lines. It 
has a burthen : — " Ne chyer but of a man Joyous," and com- 
mences thus : — 

Ctec ne to Mnfmtt / but of a bfilafin 
git 9is^t I but of a youre man entsc^eti 

The Text ends on same page, with Caxton's name at foot, 

C^n \» no 0pecf)e/bttt tt be eurtoss 
Su ptes^sng of men / but after t)est Ifif 
J9.e cisec but of a man SIOSOU0 
iSaiton 

Bemabks. — Caxton translated the Curiai from the French, 
"for a noble and virtuous Brie" probably Lord Bivers, who 
was beheaded at Pomfret, on June 13th, 1488. 

Alain Chartier, bom in Normandy about 1386, earned for 
himself the appellation of " excellent orateur, noble po^te, et 
trfes-renomm6 rh^toricien." He held the office of " Secretaire 
de la Maison " to both Charles YI and Charles VII. He died 
about 1457. The most complete editions of his works are 
those by Galiot du Pr6, 16mo, Paris, 1529 ; and by Duchesne, 
4to, Paris, 1617. In the former, however, is an error which 
has led to some confusion, as " Livre de I'Esperance " is there 
entitled " Le Curiai," the real Curiai being a much shorter 
piece, and totally different in design. By the '' Curiai " being 
addressed to his brother it is supposed to have been written 
by Alain to Jean Chartier, known as the author of " Histoire 
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de GharleB YII." Ab an instanoe of the great repute, in which 
the writings of Ghartier were held in his age, it is reported 
that Margaret, the wife of the Dauphin of France, afterwards 
Louis XI, finding him one day asleep in his chair, kissed his 
lips to the great astonishment of her attendants. '^ Je ne baise 
pas la personne mais la bouche dont estoient sortes tant de 
beux disoours," she exclaimed. There is a painting in Add. 
M.S. 15800, vividly depicting this scene. 

Of the only two known copies, one is in the British 
Museum, and the other at Althorpe. 

No. 68. — ^Teoylus and Cresidb. Folio. Without Printer^s 
Name, Place, or Bate, (1484 ?) 

Collation. — a & c ll e f g are 4*", the first leaf of a being 
blank; $ a 5*"; t It I HI It are 4'"; p a S"*, with the last two 
leaves blank. In all 120 leaves, of which 8 are blank. 

Typogeaphical Paeticulabs. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type throughout is No. 4*. Each page contains five 
stanzas of seven lines each, with a blauk line between each 
stanza. Without folios or catchwords. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the poem follows on sig. 
a if recto, beginning thus : — 

t ^t liouile 0Ototo of CtO9lu0 to telle 
UvM VtSBmnn 0oiie of Ccose 
3n Umsng/^to $50 auentureis telle 
dFtom tooo to toele / ani after otit of 3^t 
iSts purpois 10 / or ttiat 3 parte ftose 

Book I ends on sig. t 8 verso ; Book II on f ) recto ; Book 
III on $ 10 recto ; Book lY on m f recto ; Book Y on p 4 
recto. On sig. p 4 recto is also Chaucer's dedicatory stuiza 
to the "Moral Gower." 

The Text ends on the same page, 

Sbo malte b0 S^mn for tfis meres ly^sne 
dFor loue of maplien / ^ mibti t^nn bensgne 
Vtm enlietj^ Croslu0 / an touefiittg dtttntit 
ii^ipltett per iSaarton 
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Bemabks. — ^A good account of the source of this poem, 
and a comparison between it and Shakspere's '' Troilns and 
Creside," with which, however, it appears to have had little 
connection, will be found in Bell's edition of Chaucer's works. 

Two copies are in the British Museum, one at St. John's, 
Oxford, and one at Althorp. 

No. 64. — ^Thb Life of our Lady. — Folio, ^^Empryniyd hy 
Wyllyam Caximr Without Pla<:e (yr Dak. (1484 ?) 

Collation. — ^Two unsigned leaves ; a&Cliefgttfcl 
are 4*^; m a 8% the last leaf being blank. In all 96 leaves, 
of which one is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. — There is no title-ps^. 
The type is entirely No. 4*. A page has five stanzas of 
seven lines each, the space of one line being left between each 
stanza. The lines in the prose part measure almost 5 inches. 
Without catchwords or folios. Space left for the insertion of 
initials of one to three lines deep, \n'th directors. 

The Text b^ns, with a space for a 8-linc initial, on the 
recto of the first leaf, 

t fi\» lioolt kDOtf compsUli &9 tan So|n Isligate monfti of 
burse / at tfie eicttacton anli 0tstsiig tA tt)e noble anli 
btctorsouis ptsnee / Itsng fiatrs tt)e fj^W^z / in tf^inoure 

glotse ic teuerence of tfie bsrtbe of our mo0te V\z%%i^ 

labs/mastKe || tosf /anti ntotier of our lor)i M^w ctRsA/ 

cfiapstreti m fblotoetb II is tl^ia table 

The table follows immediately, finishing with nine lines 
on the verso of the second leaf. 

The poem commences on sig. a j recto, with space for a 
2-line initial, 

Cbougtf ul berte ylungsb in btotresse 

SSEttb 0lo'bre of 0loutb tt)t0 long tosnters nsgbt 

On the lower half of the fourth verso of sig. m, 

l^ere enbetb tbe booit of tbe lif of our labs 
mabe bs ban 3^n Isbgate monfte of burs / 
at ttisnsstaunee of tbe modte ers^ten itsttge/ 
ttsttg fiBxqa tt)e fsftb 
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I Ittsl tooit anil mfmsttt f^t 
Stnto al tfiem / tfiat tj^e fsf^al xtiz 
®t tint / ptapeng fiem tot c^attte 
Co parlion me of tj^e rulief^elie 
®f mgn enptsntsng / not taltsttg l^fut 
ainly 9f otigf^t be tKOon to t^tigt pU^sng 
£as tfin? %0^ talalifis folotosng 

The Text ends on the fifth recto of sig. m, the whole page 
being as follows : — 

l3U00i)i fie tfie ^koettesrt name ot out Mn 
St|e0u ccurt / anil mocrt glorious matte 
Wfi tile00sly moliet / tottft eternal aeeorli 
ittore tf^an euer / tenliure in glor^e 
ainti toitj^ f^ix xaikt 0one <br memorse 
ISle00e b0 marie / t^e most i)0ls birgsne 
C|at toe regne in |euen tottb t^e orlires nsne 

ii^nprpntsli lis ISSLsll^siam ^axtan 

" The Lyf of our Ladje " appears to have enjoyed, for a 
long period, a considerable popularity. It was composed, as 
the mauuscripts and printed edition both tell us, by John 
Lydgate, at the excitation of King Henry V. The envoy 
commencing, " Goo lytyl booke," is doubtless a specimen of 
Caxton's own powers of versification, as perhaps are also the 
two ballads which follow it. Although the division of the 
poem into chapters by Caxton does not agree with any of the 
above manuscripts, yet he probably had a copy so divided, 
for, as we have seen, the original poem was not chaptered 
at aU, and later scribes would divide it after their own 
judgment. 

It would have surprised our worthy printer could he have 
foreseen the grave charges of carelessness to be brought against 
him in future ages, with reference to this production. Ames 
gives a very slight account of " The Lyf of cure Ladye," but so 
far as it goes, it is correct. Herbert enlarged Ames's article, 
but unfortunately wrote his description from a copy deficient 
eight leaves in the middle of the poem, an imperfection which, 
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notwithstanding the oongequent iir^olaritj of aignatnre, he 
ascribes to carelessness on the part of Oaxton; and, worse 
still, makes Gaxton himself confess that he was aware of the 
blunder he had made before the conclusion of the printing, 
but thought that to ask the reader's pardon was sufficient 
reparation ; a conclusion drawn from the deprecatory stanzas 
quoted above, beginning, "Goo lityl book" — a style of 
" envoy " very common to aU Writers of that age. Then fol- 
lows Dr. Dibdin, who, as usual, did not make an independent 
examination, but was content with reprinting his predecessor's 
remarks. The paragraph reads thus : — " This [the omission 
of several chapters] must be attributed to carelessness, which 
Mr. Caxton himself ingenuously acknowledges in one of the 
concluding stanzas. — Typ. Ant vol. i, page 840, and Bib. 
Spenc. vol. iv, page 888. 

Both Herbert and Dibdin give the heads of all the chap- 
ters in this poem, excepting, of course, those contained in the 
eight missing leaves of their copy. These are, therefore, 
supplied here from the table, which differs slightly from the 
heads in the body of the work. 

How the chyef temple of rome fyl the nyght of crystes 

byrthe / and other wonderftd tokenes capitulo L 

How the nyght of cristes byrthe a welle in rome 

ranne oyle capitulo Lj 

How the senatours of rome wolden haue holden Octauyan 

theyr emperour as for her god capitulo Lij Liij 

How the romayns whan they had domynacion ouer alle 

the world made an ymage & caUyd hit theyr god capitulo Liii j 

How wyse sybyle tolde to the senate of rome 

the byrthe of cryst capitulo Lv 

How the prophetes prophecyed the byrthe 

of cryst capitulo Lvi 

A questyon assoyled whiche is worthyest of kyng 

wyne or woman capitulo Lvij 

Existing CJopibs : — British Museum, Bodleian, Exeter 
CoUege, Oxford, Glasgow, and four in private hands. 
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No. 65. — ^The Life of the holy and blessed Yibgin 
Saint Winifred. Folio, Without Printer's Nams^ 
Date or Place. '* Reduced in to Englysshe by me 
William CaxUmr (1485?) 

Collation. — a and b are 4"* = 16 leaves, of which the 
first is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type is entirely No. 4*. There are 88 or 89 lines to a 
fall page, and they are spaced to an even length. Without 
folios or catchwords. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the Text follows on sig. a ih 

C ftm fiegsnnetfi tfie Isf of t|>e t^ls ^ lltsmib birgsn 
MsntllCSfteneftstie/ 

On sig. b 6 recto, 

C ^'fitu; enliet^ ti)e liecoUarion / tj^e Iif after / wXn tfie 
tranisla^ II cton of sasnte CSUneftelie btrgsn anli matttr/ 
toi)tttie toa0 rrc || sell after ti)at %tt fietie fiati &e smston of 
ti)e spare of ib s^^ 11 teliureti m to iiSngIS00i)e is me 
tUfttUtam ®aiton/ 

The Text ends, with ten lines on the recto of sig. & 8, the 
verso being blank, 

reU&ramn0 trandlarionem/runrtorum aliqitsrt mereamiir 
pec^^llratorum remtsdionem / ¥fr liommum nostrum /et 
retera/ 

Remarks. — Caxton's translation gives all the particulars 
of the birth, parentage, dedication to Ood, decollation by 
Prince Caradoc, restoration to life " after her head had been 
smyton off the space of xv year," and subsequent canonisation 
of St. Winifred; followed by the service in Latin for her 
" commemoration.** 

The earliest existing notice of this saint is found in Cotton 
MS. Claud. A. v, which begins " Incipit Vita sancte Wenefrede 
virginis et martyris." The character of the writing is of the 
twelfth century, but the Holy Well in Flintshire, dedicated to 
her as well as the existence of chapels and oilier places in 
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Wales bearing her name, prove her fame to have been spread 
for some centuries earlier. The Cotton MS. itself was pro- 
bably copied from a much older original. Historians have 
therefore agreed to consider her as having lived in the seventh 
century. Being a Welsh saint, her name does not at first 
seem to have been received with any great veneration outside 
her own country, and this may account for the entire absence 
of all notice of her in the early historians. The Cotton MS. 
has a memorandum in a more modem hand, stating it to be 
the composition of St. Elerius. For this, however, there 
appears to be no other reason than the mention of this saint 
as St. Winifred's confessor. It has, however, been adopted 
by Leland, Bale, Pits, and other writers. A second life of St. 
Winifred was undertaken in the year 1140 by Robert, a 
Welsh monk of Shrewsbury, who compiled his account fh)m 
MSS. then extant, with the addition of all the floating details 
which, in the course of centuries, the legend had developed. 
The fame of the saint at that time was rapidly increasing, 
partly owing to the grand ceremonial with which her relics 
had been, in 1138, translated to the Benedictine Abbey in 
Shrewsbury. The variation in these two accounts, especially 
as to the length of time she lived after her decollation, has 
induced a belief that they are independent productions. Had 
the second history been shorter and less miraculous than the 
first, there might be some reason for the opinion. 

In " Liber Festivalis," and in the " Golden Legend," both 
printed by Caxton, are short notices of St. Winifred ; but in 
1484 Caxton himself set about " reducing into English " her 
Life. It is unfortunate that he makes no mention of the 
language in which his original was written. There is no 
reason to suppose that Caxton understood Welsh, or else 
doubtless he could have obtained several MSS.* Again, it is 
very improbable that Caxton translated from his usual source, 
the French, as the saint was unknown across the Channel. It 
is therefore most probable that the Latin account of Robert, 
already noticed, was Caxton's original, a probability we are 

* Llwjdh, in his Catalogue of Welah MSS., mentions two. 
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not able to verify by collation, as no manuscript appears to 
be known. 

Gaxton's edition has the Latin commemoration of the 
saint at the end, which was ordained with great ceremony by 
Arundel, Archbishop of Canterbury, in 1891, who, at the 
same time, removed the day from June 24th to November 
8rd. This shows how the fame of St. Winifred had in- 
creased. All the old legends state that on the spot where 
Prince Caradoc decapitated the Virgin, there immediately 
sprung up an impetuous stream of healing water. The &mous 
Holy Well is on this spot, and thence flows " St. Wenefrede's 
Stream," which empties itself at the mouth of the Dee. 
The fame of wonderful cures effected by these waters spread 
all over England, and greatly enhanced the shrine of St. 
Winifred. Holywell became the most &voured goal of 
pilgrims to the north. Caxton could not perhaps have chosen 
a more popular life when he undertook his trandation. Hemy 
VII built an octagonal well over the source of the stream, 
with conveniences for using the waters, and over this a 
beautiful chapel. 

The shrine was plundered at the dissolution of the monas- 
teries, and a portion of the ruins was, in 1811, and is pro- 
probably still used as a free grammar school. 

In Caxton's " Polycronicon," in the metrical account of 
Wales, there are twenty-two lines of curious matter concern- 
ing the Holy Well, and the awful fate which befd the 
descendants of Prince Caradoc. 

Only three copies of this edition are known. There is a 
fair specimen in the King's Library, British Museum, a poor 
one at Lambeth, and a good one at Ham House, Surrey. 

No. 66. — The noble Histories of King Abthub and of 
CERTAIN OF HIS Knights. Folio. *^ Emprynt^ in 
ihabbey of westmestre, the last day ofJuyl the yere of 
our lord M CCCG Ixxxv." 

Collation. — ^The prologue and table take up a 4*' and 5*^; 
the first leaf in the 4° is blank, the next 8 are signed t), it j, 
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tut; the first fonr leaves only of the S*" are signed b, b?> btf, 

aa bb CC bb are 4*"; ee is a 8". In all 482 leayes, of which 
one is blank. 

Note. — Sig. 3^ iij is printed It «f, and C i| is printed 

Typographical Particulabs. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type throughout is No. 4*. The lines are spaced ont to 
an even length of 4f inches, and 38 make a full page. With- 
out folios, head-lines, or catchwords. Initials in wood of 
three to five lines in depth. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, Caxton's prologue follows 
on sig. if, with a 8-line initial in wood. The Text begins 
thus: — 

b90totsr0 M toel of contcmplaq^on an of otbet bfifrto 

tsal anb biorlbls actos of grete toniiuetouts ^ ptgn 

ce0/anb oIbo crrtesn booites of nt0aumple0 anbboctrsttf / 

The iDext ends on the recto of the sixth leaf of sig. tt, the 
verso being blank. 

C Cfiu0 mbetj^ tbs!0 noble anb S)^sou0 boott entstleb U 
motte II IDartbut / ^otbstbstonbsng it treatrt^ of tfie bsrtb / 
ISf /anb II actot of tbe 0asb ttsng aitt|iut/of ftia noble 
itnsjibtes of tbe || rounbe table / ttttsx meruasllotuf enitneisteis 
anb abuentttTeiK / 1| tbacbsettsng of tbe ^angteal / & tn tbenbe 
tbe bolorou0 betb ^ II bepattsng out of tfi90 botib of tbem 
al/b)f|t($^ iioott b)a0 te||bueeb in to englss^b^ bs ant 
C^oma0 ittalots ttnggbt m afore ||ui 0a5b/anb bp me 
beufibeb in to xxj booties ci^apitteb anb enprsnteb/anb 
tsnssifsfityi in tfiabbes beirtmefrtte tbe last bas || of ^upl tbe 
sere of otir lorb / m / ®®®<!S / Ixxrb / 
C <Saafton me fieri feeit 

RsHABKS. — ^There does not appear to be any trace in the 
collections of the British Museum, or elsewhere, of a manu- 
script of Sir Thomas Malory's text. Of Sir Thomas himself, 
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all we know is contained in the lastsentaice of his own book: 
'^TMb book was ended the ninth year of the reign of King 
Edward the fourth by Sir Thomas Malory, Knight ;" that is 
about 1470. Cazton tells us in his prologue, that Sir Thomas 
had *' reduced it from certain books in French." These bookSy 
judging from the conduct of the story, were the celebrated 
romances of Merlin, Launcelot, Tristram, the Quest du S. 
Oraal, and Mort Artus, on the origin of which romances very 
little appears to be known, though much has been written. 
Manuscript copies of all of them are in the British Museum. 
Gaxton's edition was reprinted several times, the last being 
the well-known 4to. volume, edited by Bobert Southey, who 
has prefixed a learned dissertation on the rise and de- 
velopment of the story. A very interesting essay upon the 
character, q)och, and authors of the various romances of the 
Sound Table is contained in Les Msc, Franf., par M. Paris, 
vol. i, page 160. See also the introduction of Thomas Wright 
to his reprint of the 1684 edition, entitled The History of 
JCwg Arthur, 8 vols. London, 1858. Also Les Romans de la 
Table Bonds et les Contes des anciens Bretons, par M. le 
Yioomte Hersart de la Yillemarqu^. 8vo. Paris, 1860. 

The only perfect copy known is in the library of Earl of 
Jersey; Earl Spencer has a copy, and a fragment is in the 
British Museum. There is not a copy at Lichfield, as stated 
by Mr. Botfield. 

No. 67.— The Life op the noble and Christian Peincb, 

Chaklbs the Great. Folio. ** Explicit per William 

Caxton,'* Without Place. **Enpryntedihsfyrstday of 

decembre / M GGGQ hxxxwr 

Collation.— a fl(lye(gj^tftlmare4'». In all 96 

leaves, of which a ) and m 8 appear to have been blank. The 

last leaf, however, may have had the device. 

Typographical Particulars. — ^There is no title-page. 

The type is all No. 4*. The pages have two columns, with 

89 lines to a column. The lines, whidi are spaced to one 

length, measure 2| inches. Without folios or catdiwords. 

Woodcut initials three lines deep. 
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Commencing with a blank leaf, the prologae of the French 
translator follows, on sig a ih with a 8-line printed initial. 
The Text begins thus : — 

g^ berste Mutl^ to b0 tfiat tioon | $c comsisetK lis t^ett 

iutfn ts totstsng/ien liaunt courage /to tfie Hex::: 
torston || altaeson of tfie ctsierten f ast^ 



This preface finishes with five lines down the first column 
of the Terse, and is followed by Caxton's prologue, in the same 
column, which is finished on the 26th line of the opposite 
column. 

^ Ji^enne / for m moet^ S 

enptsntse tfie liooit of tfie 
noble ^||b8ctot9Ott0 Itsttg 
atttfiur f5t0t II 

The Text ends with the following colophon, 

ilffitfiscfie toettte toa^ f^? 
nilfMi^ti II in tf^e telntesitg of 
j^tt into en||8ls00j^etj^exbttr 
lias of Snuti t^t || sMotib 
sere of kgnu ^nt^witi i tl^e 
^Utti I ainli ti)e s^e of our R 
lorii m atacacai: ixxxb/ 
ainti II enprsnteli tl^e fsrsrt 
lias of ^z^ II eembre ti)e same 
sere of our lorli || ic flit tffaA 
sere of ItsttB »atrsl|tfte 
Beuent^ /|| 

C ^xpMtiX V biUtam <Saxton 

Bemabks. — Histories and romances of '^ Earlemaine," in 
French and in Latin, in prose and in verse, existed so early 
as the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. These became incor- 
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porated later in the general historiefl, sach as the *' Speoulum 
Historiale/' the ^' Mear deB HistoireB^" &c. The compilation 
of the romance under notice is recounted by the anonymous 
Author himself in his pre&oe and envoye. From these we 
learn that Henry Bolomyer, Canon of Lausanne, regretting 
the existence of several ''disjoined" accounts of Charles the 
Great, ** excited '' our anonymous Author to compile a con- 
tinuous history of the first Christian King of Frtmce. This 
he did, and the sources of his narration, as well as the con- 
tents, cannot be described better than in his own words, thus 
translated by Caxton (sig. m, 7 recto), ''it is so that at the 
requeste of the sayd venerable man to fore named Maister 
henry bolonnyer chanonne of lausaune J haue been Incyted 
to tiunslate & reduce into Frensshe the mater tofore reduced. 
As moche as toucheth the fyrst & the thyrd book/ J haue 
taken & drawen oute of a book named myrrour hystoryal for 
the moost parte /& the second book J haue onely reduced it 
out of an olde romauce in frensshe/' 

On comparing the first and last books of the text under 
notice with the chapters devoted to Charlemagne, in Yerard's 
edition of the Speculum Historiale (vol. iv, book 25), it is 
evident that the compiler did not confine himself to the 
account of Vincent de Beauvais. The Second Book, he tells 
08, was taken from an old romance in French; perhaps the 
same as is still extant in Royal MS. 4 C. xi. 10, or the manu- 
script in the Imperial Library, Paris, No. 6795. 

It is the French compilation of Henry Bolomyer which 
Caxton was requested by "some persons of noble estate 
and degree " — " my good singular lords and special masters " 
as he calls them — ^to reduce into English. Among these his 
good friend Master William Daubeny, treasurer of the king's 
jewels, who is the only one mentioned by name, seems to have 
most influenced him. 

The only Existino Copy at present known is in the Bri- 
tish Museum, Sing's Library (C. 10. b. 9). It is perfect, and 
in excellent preservation. Measurement, 10| x 7} inches. 
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No. 68. — ^The knight Pabib and the fair Yiests[e. FoHo, 
*'ExpUeU per Gaxtm. Westminster. December 19/^, 
1485." 

Collation. — a S r are 4", ft and e 8" = 86 leaves, of 
which the last only is blank. 

Note. — ^ \ is misprinted c i. 

Ttpogeapical Pakticulars. — ^There is no title-page. 
The .type is all No. 4*; in double column, the lines being 
spaced to an even length, and measuring 2f inches ; 89 lines 
to a column. Without folios or catchwords. Woodcut initials. 

The Text begins on sig. a \ recto, • 

C l^ete begsnnetj^ tfis^totse mas ^^ oug^t to ^nm / Cfie 

of II tfie noble rsg^t balsaunt 0as1i 11 tKauIpf^stt tfienne anli 

ic toot> II t^s ftnsg^t $ats0 / t!)i0 no&U || lalis tisane toere 

anil of ti)e||fast ISSLi^tMl bijsf^to gs-il'^^tostiottte 

tl)e tiaulpj^stus tKou^ igfiter of ii%%yxz tfiat mod^e || ti^es lue^ 

bsennos0 / tfie kobsc!)^ II ^W^ to taue/anb praseli I 

wlSxit mans atKttetissteeis; our lorti bot^e nsgfit & bas 

iS-IUau0e of tf^est true tbatjltbesmsstlttiaueebsl^ 

loue or t^eslcoutie entose bten plasllMunt anli relip 

t^e effect t^erof of||ee|e to tS^ beusne || serusce / 

otfier/ anb out lorb t^orugb 

The Text ends thus, on sig. e 5 recto, with sixteen lines in 
the first colunm, 

mas aecompanse t^em tn tfie 
per II bura&Ie glorse of beuen 
amen/ 

C C$u0 enbetf) tt)S0torse of 
tfte II noble anb balsaunt 
ttns8bt9a^irsi9(/an)i tbe fast 
bsenne bougb liter of tbe 
boulpbS^ of 9Esen^ i nos^ / 
tranislately out of fren^sb^ || 
in to englS50bf bs tosUiam 
(Saac^'llton at biestmeistre 
Q!ns00b^b tbe || last bas of 
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SLufmnt tlft sere of I auc lorli 
fiBL (ttittittitt Inxb/anlil 
tnptsnUi tfie xix lias of 
intvx:^ II ixt t^e fiwm sere/ 
anil tf^e tsm^unt ot t|e 
tegne of tt^ng l^arrslt^e 

Remabkb. — ^Although firequently copied in manuflcript, 
and often printed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centnrieBy 
there are few romances so rare as " Paris and Yienne." Trans- 
lated into the ^Mangage proTenQal/' from the original compo- 
sition, which was in '* Catalane/' it was turned into Latin, 
French, Italian, Flemish, and English. The French, which 
was the translation Caxton used, was accomplished about the 
beginning of the fifteenth century, by Pierre de la Sippade, 
of Marseilles. The first printed edition was in Italian, at 
Tr^vise, 1482; the second, Caxton's, 1485. G. Leeu, at 
Antwerp, 1487, brought out two impressions, one in German 
and one in French. Wynken de Worde made an early reprint 
of Caxton's edition. The admiration which Jean de Pins, 
Bishop of Bieux, one of the most elegant scholars of his age, 
conceived for this romance, induced him to turn it into Latin^ 
for the instruction of the children of his friend the Chancellor 
Duprat. It was printed in 1516. The Jesuit Charron, in his 
Memoirs of Jean de Pins (AviffnoUf 8vo, 1748), speaks thus of 
this romance: ''As for children, it would be impossible to 
find a work more fitted to imbue the mind with correct taste 
and elegance of style, to influence their characters by the 
wisdom of its reflections, or to forearm their hearts against 
those assaults of passion which blindly precipitate the young 
into the abysses of misery. The work is truly admirable. The 
situations are so interesting and the dinoummt so happy, that 
their conception would reflect honour on the best writers of 
the most renowned ages." (See ffistaire du Chevalier Paris, 
et de la belle Vienne, 8vo, Paris, 1835). 

The only Existing Copy is in the British Museum. It 

X 2 
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was fonnerly in Ames's possession^ but after the issue of ** The 
Typographical Antiquities," passed into the library of Sir 
Hans Sloane, and thence into the King's Library, St. James's. 

No. 69. — The Golden Legend. Largest Folio. Second Mi- 
iion. Small Headrlines. (1487 ?) 

Collation. — ^The same exactly as the first edition, with 
the exception of sigs. X and 9^ ^^ which appears the follow- 
ing variation : — 



FIBST EDITION. 

sig. X, 6 leaves \ 
Big. S, 2 „ 5^ =s 9 leaves 
unsigned 1 „ J 



SECOND EDITXON. 

sig. X = 8 leaves. 

signed to X tit), and followed 

by sig. oa. 



In order to get the matter of the two signatures int(0 one, 
the sixteen pages of X in the second edition are aJl made a 
line longer than in the first. This arrangement was evidently 
considered as an improvement, and therefore was later in point 
of time than the editioti in which it does not occur. 

Typogbaphioal Paeticulass.— These in the main are 
identical with the edition already described, the chief pecu- 
liarity being that the head-lines of the pages and the head- 
lines of the various lives, which in the first edition are all 
in type No. 3, are in the second edition all in type No. 5. 
We must also notice that in places {e.g. sig. X \ recto) the 
large capital letters, used in type No. 6, make an accidental 
appearance in the head-lines, where they were occasionally 
used instead of quadrats. This evinces a much later period 
for the impression than the first edition. . 

Kbmarks. — The absence of any complete copy, or indeed 
of any copy having prologues or colophon, suggests the idea 
that certain sheets only may, for some reason, have been re- 
printed to supply deficiencies ; if so, the reprint is so exten- 
sive, that, for the sake of accuracy, it is better to look upon it 
as a separate edition. 

Existing Copies. — British Museum, Cambridge, Oxford, 
Duke of Devonshire. 
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70. Good Mannero May 11th, 1487 

71. Specalam. First Kdition ..... 1487 ? 

72. Directoriam. First Edidon .... 1487 ? 

73. Hone. Third Edition . .1488? 

74. Royal 1488? 

76. Image of Pity 1489? 

76. Doctrinal May 7th, 1489? 

77. Specnlnm. Second Edition .... 1490? 

78. Commemoratio ...... 1491? 

79. Transfignratione . .1491? 

80. HorsD 1491 ? 
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No. 70. — ^Thb Book op Good Mannbes. Folio, " Explicit 
et hie est finis per CaxUm.'' Without Place, " En- 
prynted the xj day of Maye'' the year of our Lord 1487. 

Collation. — a 6 c ll e f jj are 4"' ; f) a 5" = C6 leaves (no 
blanks). 

Typographical Particulars. — There is no title-page. 
The type throughout is No. 5. The lines are spaced to an 
even length, and measure 4| inches. A page has 88 lines. 
Without catchwords or folios. Woodcut initials of two to 
three lines in depth. 

The Text begins on sig. a \ recto, 

^^wmBu ft people tofjfeje tott^out enfOrmoeion fc lemsng 
ben tulie || anli not maneili Isite bnto &ee0tt0 ftnite acotlifing 
to an oUe || 

making a full page. On the verso, with 2-line wood initial, 

IkiH^te begsnnetf) tfie table of a booit nameti fc StttBtuleti 
^t^e II booit of goolf manet^ tfyt tef^tel) teas malie fc conu 
po0e)i II be tbe benecable ^ lifi^ctete petjsone jFcete Safues 
le graunt 1$ || eecsat in Cf^eologse teltgsou0 of if^e im^xz of 
0a9nt augutftim II of t^e eontient of pars^ « 

and ends on tenth recto of sig. % the yerso blank, 
C <PxplWt/et tit e0t finte/per (Saxton fit 

C dFBns00t)eli anti tran^lateti out of ften^t^ m to englB^^te 
t^e U b(ti lias of S^iisn tbe pete of ottt lorli M m ^ Urxxbr / 
an)i II tbe HxfA sere of tbe regne of ftsng tarts tbe bt( / ainti 
enprfin:" U teli tbe x) lias of iEase after / Set 

lau0 tieo 
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Jacqaes Legrand was an Augostin friar^ and is stated hj 
several writers (thoagh upon what aathoritj does not appear) 
to have been a native of Toledo, in Spain, confessor to Charles 
YII, and to have refused a bishopric. He is known to have 
been the author of the *' Sophologium/' originally written in 
Latin, and translated by himself into French for the Duke of 
Orleans, son of Charles Y. He also was the author of " Le 
livre des bonnes meuis/' which he dedicated to the Duke de 
Berri. 

In an interesting prologue appended by Cazton to his 
English translation of this work (see Vol. I, page 186), we 
are informed that he undertook the task at the desire of Wil- 
liam Praat, a fellow mercer. The terms in which Caxton 
speaks of Praat as ''an honest man" and ''a singular friend 
of old knowledge/' whose death-bed request it was that the 
book which had pleased and instructed his own mind should 
have greater currency among the people by means of his 
friend's new Art of Printing, prove the close amity which must 
have existed between the two Mercers. Caxton, aooording to 
his friend's wish, translated and printed it '' for the amend- 
ment of manners and the increase of virtuous living." 

Only three copies are known— one at Cambridge, one at 
the Royal Library, Copenhagen, and one at Lambeth. 

No. 71 .-Speculum Yvtjr Christi. Folio. "Emprynied 
by tvyllyam Caxton^ Without Placs or Date. Edi- 
tion A. (1487?) 

Collation.— a b(lie{gMttlmnO9q[t0 are 4*'% 
with the first leaf of sig. a blank ; t a 2% with the fourth leaf 
blank. In all 148 leaves, of which two are blank. 

Ttpooeaphical Pabticulabs. — ^Without title-page. The 
type throughout is No. 6. The lines are spaced to an even 
length, and measure 4§ inches. A page has 88 lines, exclusive 
of the head lines, and one line space between. Without folios 
or catchwords. There are side notes throughout the volume, 
a rare practice with Caxton, who, however, probably followed 
his copy in this particular, as side notes appear in nearly all 
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the maauscript YendoDB. An initial, oat on wood^ begins 
every chapt^. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the Text beging thus on 
sig. aij recto: — 

C ^nctytt Sprculttm bite (txiati . 

aC t^t iieoifnnsnge of tj^ pm^emg cf ftt$ ftoofte tfiat i» 
clepe)! tfie mipcfmu o{ t|e fttoMB^ iBf of Sl^nu atrstfte 
t^t fjitsit parte fox tj^e moitetase / C ^ l^euoute metifi^ 
tacion of tfie gtete amncefiU in j^euene fbt t|e xtBtotgnv of 
man || anli ^^90 sauaegon ..(Kapitulum prtmum « C ®f tire 
Qianere 

At the head of sig. i t( recto, 
IBtelune ClP^iiit^P^^ (^ (. 

liome all t^e ittoutte of ^eune toonttsnge ant omimentisns 
tj^e 0oueta2me tofiseliome asftenteli toel ^tu to/ iiut fert^ 
more II 

At the head of sig. f 6 verso, 

C ®a / ^ €9it fiSimmi c Ceteta paoi 

parauentut tj^ere tottj^ a fetoe smal tsn^tn tfiat oute latis 
tia)i|ocliesne1i tfieme a^ soli tooHr/^ 000 tfiettottfi tj^e 
2luit8el0 CO:' II 

The " Speculum" ends at foot of sig. i recto, 

lot)i t$e0u anil $10 motet Msxs note anii ener lott^itte 
enteame 

C ^xvlxtit 0pratlttm btte <S:tt0tt • 

On the verso begins a treatise on the Sacrament of Christ's 
body, 

C ^ 0l^otte treatsee of tfie |)fi^e0t ant mo0t toortfiB 0aa;a:? 
mente || of a;fi0te0 bUMOi fuitts * anH tf)e menie8Ue0 t|eiof . 

which finishes on sig. 1 8 recto with the following imprint : — 
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There appear to have been two, if not more, original works 
on the *^ Life of Christ '' in the libraries of the fifteenth cen- 
tury. One by Father Ludolphe, or Rudolphe {Addit. 16609), 
was translated, as abeady noticed, into French, and thence 
into English; but this is an entirely different work to that 
printed by Caxton. St. Bonaventure, in 1410, wrote "The 
Life of Christ" in Latin (JRo^l 17, D. xvn), whidi became 
Tery popular, and was translated sereral times into French, 
wiUi amplifications more or less. In the early part of the 
fifteenth century Jean de Gallopes, already noticed as the 
translator of " The Pilgrimage of the Soul " {ante page 259), 
made a French prose translation of Bonaventure's Latin work 
{Royal 20, B. iv). This bears a dose resemblance to the 
English text as printed by Caxton, was dedicated by Gallopes 
to Henry V, and probably had considerable currency among 
the English, to whom GaUopes, if not an Englishman himself, 
was well known from his connection with the Dnke'of Bed- 
ford. The author of Caxton's English text is unknown, bat 
he professes to have borrowed largely from the Latin of Bona- 
yenture. 

Of the "Speculum \itaS Ohristi" two distinct editions 
were issued, both printed with the same types, page for page, 
line for line (with few exceptions), and nearly letter for letter. 
The typographical minutisB do not enable us with fiocility to 
determine which edition has the better claim to priority of 
workmanship. The greatest variations will be found in the 
head-lines, where, from sig. it to the end of the volume, there 
is a difference in every page ; one edition (A) using the word 
<Sa in the heads, while the other (B) has the full word fftSipU 
tulum* In the University Library, Cambridge, there is a 
copy of each edition. 

There is a curious transposition of pages in the copy belong- 
ing to W. E. Watkyn Wynne, Esq., proving that even so late as 
1489, the practice of printing one page at a time was retained. 
This is shown by the verso of sig. t iUi being printed on the 
recto of sig. $ 6, and vice versd. In sig. t there are several 
instances of the side notes having been blocked out in the 
printing. Pressmen call it " a bite." 
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Existing Copies. — Britiah MuBeum (2); Cambric^ (2); 
Hunterian Mngeum, Glasgow ; Lambeth, and six in priyatc 
libraries. One of the copies in the British Mnsenin is on 
vellmn, and has qnite a romantic history. 



No. 72. — DiRBCTORiUM Sacbbdotum, una cum Dbpensobio 

EJUSDEM; ITEM T&AGTATU8 QUI DIOITUB GREDE 

MIHI. Folio. Second Version^ First Edifdon. Per 
William Caxf^m apud tossimonesteriu, WUhout Date. 
(1487?) 

Collation. — Kalendar a S», signed i ii Hi; a t C I e f B 
ft t It I m n p q are 4™'; r a 6" ; t are 4". In all 160 

leaves. In the only copy known the whole of the kalendar is 
inserted between the first and second leaves of sig. a, making 
fl f appear as the first leaf in the book. 

Note. — The signature to ^ f is not printed. 

Typographical Particulars. — ^Without title-page. The 
type is all No. 5. The lines, which are fully spaced out, 
measure 4g inches. Exclusive of head-lines there are 88 to 
the page. Without folios or catchwords. A few 2-line wood- 
cut initials. 

The work commences with a kalendar of the months, a 
month to a page, each being headed by a Latin couplet on 
unlucky days, and a woodcut KL. 

The Text begins on sig. i recto, 

w\.m \ IPttma im xatnm.ScBtvtima ttuncat bt mm 

■ l ^ i iM S^nuwcm ptt ^m xxxi /luna bero xxx 

m 'SSL SMuaxiiHtiumim imW^fm ixVt 

The Text ends on sig. 1 8 verso, 

lie vxMii/fi^ tut fxtttasi tegulas mmotitec tenet bu yote^? 
tit ertace in ^eruieio liiuino / Seo gnus / 

C <Kaiton me fteti Utit 
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The engraving, which is r^y on sig. a | verBo, iB here 
tramiposed^ yery naturally, to precede the Ealendar, which at 
first miwleadfl one to believe that it does not belong to the 
volnme. It measures 9 x 5| inches, and occapies the entire 
page, being thus described by Herbert — '' In the middle part 
Christ is seen naked, half length, as at a window, with his 
arms across and his head inclined, showing the woimds on his 
hands and under the right breast ; a spear erect on the right 
and a sponge on the left ; over his head is a tablet with IKBI. 
On a tablet beneath the window the title appears evidently to 
have been printed, but from this copy has been indiscreetly 
cut out. About this middle part are 28 square divisions, each 
contaLuing some symbol of the passion, forming a kind of 
border." An engraving similar in design was used for the 
" Horse," described at page 818 post. 

There was another edition of this work printed in 1489 
(see page 841), but the present edition, from the type being 
earlier, and from the absence of the ahnanac at the b^inning, 
appears to have been the first. In both the Latin is printed 
with many contractions. In the various editions of " Typo- 
graphical Antiquities," the two editions being treated as one 
has led to several errors. 

The numerous and constantly varying alterations in the 
daily order of Church Service must have rendered, in all ages, 
a book of directions most necessary to aU officiating priests. 
But the introduction of new Feasts and Commemorations 
would, in course of time, render any such book incorrect. 
Thus it happened that Clement Maydestone, a monk of the 
order of St. Bridget, and a priest, finding, as he tells us in his 
prologue, that one of the most important festivals in the year, 
that of Corpus Christi, with its Octave, was, according to the 
written directions, celebrated cum regimine cfiari, while the 
admitted and general custom of the Salisbury rule was to 
celebrate that festival sine regtmhie ch4)ri; finding also several 
necessary things omitted altogether, and a wrong disposition 
made of others, determined, by the consent of his superiors, 
to correct and supply all defects. When Clement Maydestone 
had thus reformed and renewed the Pica> he gave his work 
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the now reoognifled title of *' Durectorinin Saoerdotum/' This 
is the text as printed by Caxton. 

Clement Maydestone appears to have been the son of 
Thomas Maydestone (probably of Homislow^ Middlesex), and 
flourished in the reign of Henry Y. An account of the mar- 
tyrdom of Archbishop Scroop is also ascribed to him. 

In the latter half of the fifteenth century the reformed 
Pica of Maydestone was again collated with the true *' Samm 
Ordinale/' by one Clarke, a singing man of King's College, 
Cambridge, by order of the Uniyersity, which at this period 
evidently followed the Salisbury use. A notice of Clarke's 
work may be seen in the prologue appended by Pynson to his 
''Directorium" of 1497. In the copy of this edition, lately 
purchased of Mr. Maskell for the British Museum, are nume- 
rous notes in the autograph of Bishop Wagstaffe, the nonjuror, 
which have supplied material for some of the above remarks. 

The only Existing Copy at present known is that in the 
King's Library, British Museum (C. 10. b. 16), which is jwr- 
fect, in fSsdr condition, and measures 10^ x 7^ inches. On a 
fly-leaf is the autograph "W. Bayntun, Gray's Inn, bought of 
a man introduced by Doctor Nugent." This copy, which is 
catalogued by Dr. Middleton as being in the University 
Library, Cambridge, was stolen thence between 1772 and 
1778. Before 1787 it was purchased by W. Bayntun — and 
probably (though, of course, in ignorance) from the thief 
himself. 

No. 78. — HORa— A PnAaMBSNT. Third EHHon, 8w. Sine 
ulld noid. (1488 ?) 

The Collation cannot be given, eight leaves, or the whole 
of sig. tu being all that is known at present. * 

Ttpogeaphical Pabticulabs. — The type is No. 6 only. 
The lines, of which there are seventeen to the page, are fully 
spaced out and in length measure 2f inches. Large full-faced 
capital letters are used. 

On sig. m I recto the Text begins, 

fLm fttxBti 
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The firsfc words on the recto of each leaf is— 1, non ; 2, 
ptt^BM ; 8, ^abit^Xlt ; 4, 21 BotO ; 5 (injored); 6, woodcut ; 
7, Bonttne; 8^ 0Ume0; the last word on the eighth Terao, 

The woodcut on in 6 recto ifl an " Image of Pity," very 
similar in treatment to that noticed on page 816. It occnpies 
only the depth of ten lines of text, and beneath, in six lines, 
is the following : — 

Co tftem tftatt tefote • • • • jma 
ge ofpste tietumtls 0es . b . Wx 
no0ter/b-9uBW & a ♦ ♦ • ♦ jj:? 
troufilB ftejoltisng ♦♦♦♦•♦ of 
Ip'« pawpon at Btaunteti ♦ ♦ • ♦ 
M/WufftUAh/^nta of partion 

These unique leaves, which have evidently been rescued 
from the binding of an old book, were presented, in 1858, by 
Mr. Maskell to the British Musenm (C. 85. a). Measurement 
5:1^ X 4 inches. They are in the same binding as the fragments 
of another Horae described at p. 828. 

No. 74. — ^The Royal Book oe Book for a King. Folio. 
Without Printer's Nam/By Places or Date. " Translated 
out offrensshe into englysshe by me w^yllyam Caxtonj 
whicJie translacion was fynysslied the xiij day of sep- 
temhre in the yere of owr lord M I CCCG . Ixxxiiij,'^ 
(1488?) 

CoLLATioH.— a Ib(tief8flii^ltnnop<it0taie4"', 

the first leaf of a being blank ; u a d*", with the last leaf blank. 
In all 162 leaves, of which two are blank. 

Note. — mithis wrongly signed mii; and tlf is wrongly 
signed n Uih 

Ttpogbaphical Pabticulaes. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type is entirely No. 5. The lines are folly spaced out, 
and measure 4| inches, 83 forming a fiill page. Without 
folios or catchwords. 2-line initials in wood ore used at the 
commencement of the chapters. There are six small vignette 
illustrations in wood, all of which, however, except the first, 
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which appeared in the " Golden Legend," are from the " Spe- 
colum" just described, where they are saited to the text, and 
not, as here, mied without any reference to fitness. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prologue follows on 
a t( recto, with a 2-line initial. 

The Text begins thus : — 

TtjMJfiM S xtmtxabxt anti takt $etie of t^t coituerisacton 
^^of II b0 tf>at Ijiut in t^fe totrtcfieti Ijf . in totitf) w no 
Buxttt II ne 0ta&U abfitisng . 9lnti al^o tfie contsnuel be^sims 
of nt^ 

The Text ends, with a full page, on sig. tt 9 recto, 

^$10 booft teas compsUti &: malie atte uqntaU of ft^ng 
^teljfp of dFrauncr in tf>e cere of t^Bncamacson of our 
lott / in . ®<K * Ixxix . U tXMsABta^ ot te)iuceli out of 
fttnMfjt in II to nt8lfi00t)e (5 me tosUfiam Otaxton^atte 
teq[ue0te of a toet:^ 1 0t)tpf ul matcf^attitt & mmer of lonlion • 
tD^tef^e Siuttauntlg te^ 
• «*•••• 

to be tBlUi Usall / a^ tofotr 10 ^afiti . tof^ute translarton or 
re^Htiucsng oute of fxtn^tit in to engls^^f^e tood aciiseueli . 
fsn50 II 0t^)i ^ artomplfi^di^eli tfie xtt j tiap of ^tembre in 
tbe sere of tj^sncamaeson of our lorti . M/ dtdtdt^ . Ixxxiiii f 
ainli in tfie || ^eeonli jutu of c^e Hejtne of Itsng iSsc^arli 
ttiet^Brti/ 

In Caxton's printed epilogue (ante vol. i, page 187) we 
thus read: — "Which book is called in French "Le livre 
Boyal," that is to say the royal book, or a book of a king ; for 
the Holy Scripture calleth every man a king which wisely and 
perfectly can govern and direct himself after virtue." But " Le 
livre Royal" was by no means the title by which Caxton^s con- 
temporaries knew this work. The most common name is that 
found in Eayal MS, 19 C. 11 " Le livre des Vices et des 
Yertus ;" although it was sometimes entitled " La Sommc de 
Roi," or " La Somme des Vices et des Vertus." By whatever 
name known it was for centuries a favourite book, as is proved 
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by the numeroiu oopies still extant. Its aathor ib said to be 
** Frere Laurent de Tordre des predicateurs et conftsseor de 
PhiUippe le Hardi '' {Lbs M$c. Franp, t. iii, page 888), bat his 
name does not appear in any of the aboTe-mentioned mana- 
scripts of the work. Very soon after its appearance it was 
&Tourably received in England, where, in the year 1840, it 
was translated by a priest of Kent, for the purpose of being 
read to the people in their own dialect. This was called ** The 
Ayenbite of In^it," and was printed from the Arundel MS. 
(No. 57) in the British Museum, in 1855, for the Eoxburghe 
Club. Another and purer translation into English (Addii. 
17018) was also made in the fourteenth century. 

Existing copies — Bedfordshire (General Library, British 
Museum, Cambridge (2), and four in private collections. 

No. 75. — Ikaos of Pitt. Quarto BroadMe. Sine uUd 
notd. (1489?). 
This is a woodcut measuring 5^ x 8f inches, printed on 
one side of a quarto. Like the folio woodcut described at 
page 815, and the 8vo cut described at page 818, there is a 
central figure of our Saviour upon the Cross, surrounded by 
eighteen small compartments, each having some reference to 
the Passion. Beneath the central figure the block has been 
cut, and the following sentence inserted in type No. 5 : — 

Co t|m tfiat iefbte 

tfito smage of vste lie 

ttoufls sage b ^r nt 

b %yxz% ^ a iEtrelio vSr 

teuou0l9 ftefionistig fl^tw 

9X of Xii0 pa00io at 

gtauteti xxx\i.MM\.9t 

Sc Ib.setes of iiatlion* 

No. 76. — ^Thb Dootbinal op Sapience. Folio. '*CaxUm 
ms fieri fecit:' Without Place or Date. Translated 
May 1th, 1489. 
Collation.— ail3 at S i^K .:^ 49 31) gl are 4"; K and 
TL 5°'. In all 92 leaves. No blanks. 
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TYPoaBAPHiOAL Pabtigulabs.— There is no titie-page. 
The type thronghoat ig No. 5. The linesy which are spaced 
to an even length, measure 4| inches, and there are 88 to a 
page. Without folios or catchwords. There are side-notes, 
which, however, never exceed the three letters ii^xa, which 
are phoed in the margin whenever an '' Example'' oocnrs in 
the Text. Two woodcuts and printed initials. 

The Text begins on sig. H ( recto, with a 8-line initial, 

ofW tfKit US tontm in t|to Ifitsl toiu ougl^t t|e ]m0ti:» 

l^to Umt anti tttfit to tj^egt pwcssts^tttiAxin olsui it t0 ne? 

ttfuoixsi £ot 0BmiiIe ymtM t^ bntirnitolie not tfie s^aif 

This prologue is followed by the table, which commences 
on the bottom line of sig. A j verso, and finishes at foot of 
fl Hi recto ; and on the verso, with a woodcut down the side 
of ibe type, Mid a 2-line initial d!^, is the commencement of 
the work. 

—1 (^'^t^ ttsfittn man fc 
^^tooman ong||t to hi 
leue Utmls tf)$ xtr arts- 
clf0 of tfie rn0tni feitt • 

On 18 ( iB Another woodcut, the Crucifixion, also from the 
" Speculum." On the verso of sig. J[ if, the 64th chapter is 
thus dismissed : — 

C <M tj^e mtlsttnttn of t^e mtMt anli of t^t trmrtsffli 3 
PM 1 0f oun fbt it aypettesnetj^ to 9tetrtf0 ^ not to laie 
mm • <t . Ixiitr 

The Text ends on the tenth recto of sig. I, 

go)i ^to gracf graunte fiat to gouiieme b0 in %u^t tos^t 
anil I Isue in tfi90 0trott i^f t^at toe mas nimr to frstt ftlstttte 
for to Is I ue anil trgne tj^ere tostfiout enlie m ^ecula nttu^ 
lotum aimen 

C CTfiiui ntHetji tj^e lioctnnal of M^ptntt tj^e to^ficfie tsi 
tSUllt I bttle anil iirotif^taile to alle crs0ten mm / to^rfie 



WaoAoutfrom " Speculum;* 
of JetHs in the Temple. 
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10 ttaii0lateli || mtte of ^tmtH^ m to eicglo0f|)e is tosUBam 
fStaxtm at tDffrtme || 00tet ffinswieli t^t • bif « tap of mas 
t|e pm of out lorti/ia/mt llxjrx ix 

Ctaiton me ftett fMt 

On the yerso is Gaxton's large deyice. 

BsMABKB. — ^The ''Manipalufl Cnratoram,'' compiled in 
the earl J part of the fourteenth, was printed fireqaently in the 
fifteenth oentnij. Oreswell mentions — ^* Savilliani anno 1470; 
Ang. Yindel 1471, Gering at Paris 1478 ;" and seTeral times 
later. In these, as in all the early Frendi editions, the anthor- 
ship is ascribed to Guy, Archbishop of Sens, who died 1409. 
This has been adopted by the compilers of the Harleian 
Catalogue (in. 1552), and from them by all subsequent 
bibliographers. That it is, nevertheless, erroneous, appears 
from the extracts given above. In no manuscript copy is the 
authorship attributed to Guy de Boye: in tact, it was well 
known before his time, for it was '' envois h Paris,'' by Blanche, 
Queen of France, who died in 1 870. The archbishop was, never- 
theless, the cause of its being circulated in the French language; 
for about the year 1388 he employed several doctors of divinity 
to translate it from the original Latin, and promoted its use 
by the clergy in all the parishes of his diocese. Further than 
this he appears to have had no direct connection with it. 

It was known in France under the titles of ''Livre de 
Bapienoe" und '''Doctrinal de la foy catholique," but most 
oommonly as '^ Le Doctrinal an simples gens." 

The following remark of Mr. Douce is written in his copy 
of the " Doctrinal." " The Sermons of Vitriaco," or some other 
of his works, much quoted in '' Scala Coeli,'' seem to have been 
used in the *' Doctrinal." 

ExiSTiKe Copies. — Cambridge and Oxford (2), and seven 
in private libraries. The copy at Windsor Castle is so inte- 
resting that a special description is necessary. It is printed 
on vellum, and has a chapter on ^' Negligences happing in the 
Mass," which does not appear in any other known copy. The 
parchment used is very coarse, discoloured, uneven in sub- 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOKS PRIirrKD IK TYPE NO, 6. 328 



Btaace, aiid disfigured with holes. Dr. Dibdin oonld never have 
seen it, or he wotdd not hare written in terms of admiration. 
A slip of paper at the beginning states, ^^This book was pre- 
sented to the Boyal Library by Mr. Biyaat," which was 
donbdesB the reason why it was (together with the Meop) 
retained when that splendid collection became national pro- 
perty. It is not known how Bryant obtained it, bnt it is 
curious to note in these days, when every leaf of a Caxton 
represents a bank-note, how Bryant demurred at giving the 
exorbitant price of four guineas for this vellum copy, and 
then only after mature consideration with ''old Pain,". the 
celebrated bookbinder. 

The unique chapter at the end of this copy occupies three 
leaves, unsigned, and begins thus : — 

rmu:? I li9(0 (ta^itulo * Ixtitr^ 

v9<te aus toe ^atte ^egli tfiat t^nn 10 msCtt f^prcsaUs 
it (ot t|e 0smple veple * anli &it: t$e ssmple txtfsitsi . ^^it^t 
bnlnecstonli Mt lotm/bscaitse tfiat |e t0 not 00 wftfjp 
saut I but tfiat Bomtpme &ic mcltsmce oc ot|n hunt |f 
mai faslle 

The whole of this chapter is very curious, and is occnpied 
with what the oflBciating priest is to do— if, after the conse- 
cration of the wine, he remembers that no water had been 
mingled with it ; or finds that he has consecrated water only; 
or remembers that he has eaten ought since midnight; or 
finds a fly, a '^loppe," or a venomous beast in the chalice; 
whether, if a small piece of meat abide in the teeth, and be 
swallowed during the celebration, it incapacitates the priest 
from singing Mass ; what is to be done when the priest lets 
M any portion of the conseorated elements, or meets with a 
similar accident. 

On the third verao the chapter ends, 

flnli If t^t iolii of 9j^e0tt ttiM 
or ons fiftt fiUe b)Mm tl^ vidir of t^ aultec ox b)Mm ons 
of t^e I bnrtBinentesi tfiat ben UtMjft^tlit pittt ouiAt not 

y2 
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to lie cuttr n of on to^c^f it 10 falleti . iut tt o«]At ttf|t tod 
to fee tDa00^en II flitly tfie toauscrf^sng to te isiieit to t|e 
msnttrtres (kr to littultr / 1| or rll50 licBidte it f^sm Mf / 
C^ui tfmiitrr to fotr Jliiitfrt not 0fttr int^e tioite trs cauw 
It ui not conumimt nt avattesngng t^at fuets lajK man 
0^nie||itnotoeit <?tcrtrta/ 

No. 77. — Speculum Vit^ Cheisti. Folio. " EmprynUd 
by tvyllyam Caxton*' Without Place or Date. Edi- 
timB. (1488 ?> 

Collation the same as No. 71. 
Typographical Pahticulabs the same as No. 71. 
Commenciiig with a blank leaf, the Text begins thna on 
Big. a if recto : — 

C SKn^tptt i^entlum bite tftxiati . 

aC t^t lifgsnnsnge of tj^r vroftrmse of tfie booite tfiat ui 
rlepeli t^e mstrowt of t^e blessfili Ifif of S^fiessu <StS0tf 
tjfte Q^rsrt parte for tfie moneliaie / C 9t lieuoute melq^ 
taeion of tfie grete couneegll in l^euene for t$e retrtorsnip of 
man | anln 1^0 ^auaeson . Otapitulttm prtmum . C ®f t^^ 
manere | 

At the head of sig. t i) recto, 

Bit lune C Vrima yard Ctapitulo r 

tiome all tfie <Kourte of ^euene toonlyrgnge anli rommenliBnir 
tfie 0ouerafim topdeliome as^enteli toel ^ere to « liut fortiier? 
more || 

At the head of sig. f 6 yerso, 

C Sie mercurif C Cercia vwc% atapttulum xb / 

parauenture tj^er tott^ a Uh nmalt fi»fi^t$i t^at oure talis 
^ti II ortiejm^ti ttienne u goli toolt • ^ sm ttiertostfi t^e 
anngels ro^ || 

The " Specuhim" ends at foot of sig. i recto. 
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^90 xxuibtt Mwcst itotD anti met tDfiti^ottt enti Slmm 
C tfiyltcit 0vratIttm btte iSrurtt • 

On the verso begins a treatise on the Sacrament of Christ's 
body, 

C A 0|^otte ttratscr of i^t ^jfl^tut anti most toortfis 080:8:^ 
mentr || of crs^te^ ftl(00ib liotis . anti tt^ mmieslle^ ti^etof / 

which finishes on sig. 1 8 recto with the following imprint : — 

C <!?mprsnteli ftp tosUsam caiton 

Some prayers follow, and on the verso of the same leaf the 
Text ends, 

C JUtl^u lorli tl)t iile00sli Isf /fielpe anli eomfotte ottre 

totet II (j^Oi I9f * flmnt * 000 mote it be 

^xpljitit 0peciilitm bite tltxiati complete / 

C Sn omnt trttulaetone / temptactoite * nere00ttate Sc aiu 

SU0tsa II 0ttccun;e itobt0 ptj00tma btrgo marta aimen * 

The recto of sig. 1 4 is blank, and the verso occupied with 
Caxton's device. 

No. 78. — COMMEMORATIO LAMBNTATIOSia 8IVE COMPASSIONIS 
BEATJB MaBLS IN MOBTE FIUI. Quorto. Withoul 

Narmy Place, or Date. (1491 ?). 

GoLLATiOK. — a li C ly are 4"^, signed on the first and third 
leaves only. Altogether 82 pages. If a sheet is printed in 
4to, a signature on the first page is snfBcient guide for the 
binder; and two sheets so printed, and the second inserted 
after folding inside the first, wonld give signatures as in this 
copy, and, as in the ** Servitium," No. 79, wWdi has Caxton's 
imprint. This method, however, x)oints to a late period of 
Caxton's career, and the date 1491 has therefore been aiBxed. 

Typographical Particulars. — ^There is no title-page. 
Type No. 5 only. The lines are evenly spaced, and 24 to a 
full page. Without folios or catchwords. One small woodcut 
is on the first page. 
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The Text begins on a f recto^ 

iKomnmnraoi %amttatm mm t^famm btt 
ittarie t mutte filtf Sc \n (Rtmvxmuto Ht ma^ 
tit fittatiti W gmtmotato ptrtatttf 9 rrletrari 
tietrt ferta 0fxta mtiiutt ycelirte tiomtta 1 110001 
mtr p eo qw )ite Irgct' t mria lif tf0it0cttaiiir 
l&fmttt- 

The Commemoration ends on sig. ti 8 yerao. 

This particular Commemoration seems quite unknown to 
all bibliographers ; and of the edition printed by Caxton, the 
only copy known is preserved in the Public Library at Ghent. 
It was first recognised as a Caxton by Mr. M. F. A. G. Camp- 
bell, chief librarian of the Royal Library, The Hague. 

No. 79. — Servitium db Transfigurationb Jhbsu Christi. 
Quarto, Caxton me fieri fecit. Without Placs or Date. 
(1491 ?). 

Collation. — Sig. a consists of a sheet folded in quarto^ 
haying a half-^heet inside; the first recto of the sheet is 
unsigned, but upon the first recto of the half-sheet, which is 
the third recto in the book, is the sig. a If. Sig. b is a whole 
sheet, signed only on the first recto, i f . There are altogether 
ten leaves and no blanks. 

Typographical Particulars. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type is No. 5 only. The lines are spaced to an even 
length, and measure d| inches. 24 lines to a full page. 
Without folios or catchwords. One small woodcut of the 
transfiguration on the first recto. The initial letter in wood, 
with many rubrics, are printed in red, not as noticed in 
** Quatre derennieres choses," by the same pull of the press, 
but by a separate operation. 

The Text begins on an unsigned leaf, in red ink, 

C <^ctaito Si^ Attiturtt fiat 0enitc' / tie tMCgu 

The Text ends on sig. i 4 verso, 

m \t9 * ^n m wVa 0mtlottt atom 
C iSajrton me fien fecit/ 
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Remarks. — ^This little tract has considerable interest for 
the bibliographer, for although Cazton had already printed 
seyeral servioe books beibre this was midertaken, sach as the 
two (if not three) editions of the '' Hor» -' (pages 189 and 240 
ants), the Psalter with Service for the Dead (page 105 afU»\ 
and the ^'Senritinm de Yisitatione" (page 264 ante), not 
to mention the servioe books for the priests, sach as ''The 
Festial " and the three editions of '' Directorimn," jet this can 
certainly claim a unique distinction in two particulars, for it 
is the only perfect service book in the types of Caxton, and it 
is the only one known to have his imprint. 

The observations concerning the printing of the " Hor»/' 
last noticed, might be repeated here. This also has every 
appearance of being a very late issue. No other book from 
the same press was signed in a similar way. The first sheet 
was evidently, like sig. J, printed four pages at once, in which 
case it would be only necessary to sign the first page, so as to 
show the binder how to fold it. As in the first sheet the red 
ink title and the woodcut would answer that purpose we find 
no signature at all ; but the first page of the half-sheet, whicl^ 
is the third leaf in the tract, is signed at). This is very 
systematic, and according to the same plan the second sheet 
is signed t f on the first recto only ; but it is an advance in 
the art, beyond the usual practice of Gaxton. 

This service is one of the numerous additions made to the 
** Church Calendar" in the fifteenth century, and, being newly 
ordained by the Church, would not be found in the old manu- 
script "Service Books." To supply this deficiency it was, 
therefore, printed separately. 

The only Existing Copy was purchased many years ago 
in a volume of theological tracts by Joshua Wilson, Esq., of 
Tunbridge Wells. When, in 1881, Mr. Wilson presented a 
large portion of his collection to the Congregational Library, 
Blomfield Street, London, this volume was among the number. 
Here it was first noticed, in 1860, as containing a Caxton, by 
Mr. Cowper, who sent an account of the volume to Notes and 
Queries. It was determined shortly after to dispose of it, and, 
in July 1862, it came under the hammer of Mr. Puttick, 
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when it fetched the high pride of £200, and added another 
curiosity to the Gaxtonian treaanres of the British Moaeiim. 
The Yolnme is in ita original binding, somewhat dilapidated, 
of oak boards covered with stamped leather, and contains 
besides four other Uack-letter tracts. 

No. 80. — HoRiB — ^A Fbagmehtf. Fmffrth Edition, Hvo. Sine 
MUAnotd. (1490?). 

The Collation cannot be giv^n, as four leares only, 
signed ll ), ll tf , 1i it), 1i ttlF, are known. 

Ttpog&afhical Pabticulaes. — ^The type is No. 5 only. 
The lines, of which there are seventeen to a page, are fdlly 
spaced out, and measure 2f inches. Large full-faced Lom- 
bardic capitals are plentifully used^ and printed in red ink 
separately, as are also such words as Fsalmus and Vergicle, 
This points to quite a late production in the career of Gaxton, 
probably after he had resigned the management of the practi- 
cal part to his successor, Wynken de Worde. 

The Text of sig. )i ( recto begins thus, with a 2-line capital 
® in red ink, 

eUntimML fmma exrl:? 
la f'tpn 0tbera %m te m? 
autt pxmdit la^taustt 0a(to Vbttt 

The first words on the succeeding recto are — 2, ntOI Itbe? 

tatt; 8, liomtnitm; 4, Bnt0. 

These unique leaves, which have evidently been used as 
binder's waste to form the covers of a book, were presented to 
the British Museum, in 1858, by Mr. Maskell (C. 85. A.). 
Measurement 5^ x 4 inches. 
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81. Fayto 

82. Statutes . 
88. OoTenial 

84. Beynard. Second Edition 
86. Blanchardyn 

86. Foar Sons of Aymon 

87. Directorinm Sacerdotnm 

88. Eneydos . 

89. Dictefl. Third Edition 

90. Minor. Second Edition 

91. Divers Ghostly 

92. Fifteen Oes 

93. Art and Craft 

94. Gonrtosy. Second Edition . 

95. Festial. Second Edition 

96. Four Sermons. Second Edition 

97. Arsmoriendi 

98. Chastising 

99. Treatise of Love 



1489 

1489 

1489 

1489? 

1489? 

1489? 

1489? 

1490 

1490? 

H90? 

1491? 

1491? 

1491? 

1491? 

1491? 

1491? 

1491? 

1491? 

1491? 
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No. 81. — The Payts of Asms and of Chivalrt, FoUo, 
'' Per Coittanr Without Place. Printed ths Uth day 
of July, (he fourth year of the reign of K. Henry VIL, 
or 1489. 

Collation. — ^Two uiwigned leayes of table ; iSIS iit B 
<S iP « ?ft 9 iK E itt ifl « |} OS » aU 4» ; i6 a S^ wi th 
the last leaf blank. In all 144 leaveB, of which one is blank. 

Ttpogbaphical Pabticulaks. — ^There is no title-page. 
The whole book \r in one type only, No. 6. The linee, which 
arefdlly spaced out, measure 4| inches, and there are 81 to a 
full page. Without folios or catchwords. Woodcut initial 
letters. 

The Text begins, with a 8-line initial, 

^^<Ste begsniuti^ % table oC t^e niitssfis^ of t^e 
pBo ludte of tt^e f^st ^ atnm anli of iit^ttaUce tofitcfie 

0asti ftoltr 10 tiepattsti in to fimre partgeti / 
C C$e fsr0t yattse ^mufit^ tfie mama tt^at itsng(0 anli 

On sig. iS I recto, 

fUete if gsnnetfi tfie toot of f^sttas of atmes &: of Otfisital;? 
tse/ anti tfie fttst t^apstte 10 tfie ptologue / in tofttcfie xptfi:: 
0t9ite of 9S0e txvx»zVI^ %\x %t\t to Iftaue liar nttetpt:s0e to 
0prlte||of 00 j^sf matne a0 10 amtosneti in t|i0 0asli toot 

The Text ends on the Torso of the same leaf, 

mnasne alUtoas bs(tot9Oit0 / flnlr basis mcreaer fto bet 
tu to bettue ic fco better to better to |i0 lattbe U ^nour in 
fl^iA II 9re0ent Ijf / tbat after t|^0 0tiort ^ tran0itmP8e l^f / 
be mas at^^ltesne to euerla0tsng Isf in leuen/tCBtfiid^e 
gob iraunte to || %im anb to alle bs^ Vmf VfVlf %M^§LI 
VerOTaJrton 
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Remabks. — ^There is a MS. in the British Musenm (Boyf 
15 E vi) oontaining the original French text of Christine de 
Pisan. It agrees verj accurately with Caxton's English ver- 
sion^ and has the introdnctorj chapter, in which Christine 
excuses herself, and explains her reasons for writing a work 
on chivahy. This manuscript is also interesting from having 
been written for the celebrated John Talbot, Earl of Shrews- 
bury, who died in 1458, and by whom it was presented to 
Queen Margaret. A still greater degree of interest would 
invest the volume if we suppose it to be the identical manu- 
script from which Caxton made his translation. This is cer- 
tainly not improbable, as the original from the Boyal Library 
was entrusted to our printer, for the purpose of translation 
and printing, by King Henry VII of England, as we learn 
from the prologue: — "which book, being in French, was 
delivered to me, William Caxton, by the most christian king, 
my natural sovereign lord. King Henry YII, in lus Palace of 
Westminster, and desired me to translate this said book, and 
to put it in print." 

Many French bibliographers (Les Msc. Fran^, t. v, page 
94), ascribe the composition of '* Faits d'Armes et de Cheva- 
lerie " to Jean le Meun, so well known from his connection 
with "Le Roman de le Rose." The sole reason for this 
f^pears to have been the fr^st that Jean le Meun translated 
into French the celebrated work of Yegetius " De re militari," 
written in 1284, a work often quoted in the " Faits d'Armes ;" 
but since the writings of Christine have become better known, 
no one has ventured to claim for the thirteenth, a work con- 
taining references and facts applicable only to the fifteenth 
century. That a book on the " Rules of War " should in any 
age have been written by a woman, is sufficiently improbable 
to require a critical examination ; and, therefore, as the claims 
of Christine to the authorship of " Les Faits d'Armes" are still 
denied by some writers, it may not be inappropriate to state 
both sidc« of the argument. 

Among the manuscripts in the British Museum is one 
entitled " The Soke of Noblesse " {Royal 18, B. xxii). This, 
for the first time, was printed in 1860, for the members of 
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the Boxburghe Clab. The authcMr is entirely anknowiiy aad 
the only leaaon for mentioniiig this at all is tliat the name of 
Christine freqnentlj appears in its pages as an authority upon 
military matters, but is always referred to as ^^ Dame Cristyn 
in hir booke of Tree of Batailes," or some military phrase. 
But ^'L'Arbre des Battailes'' is the vell-knoim compilation 
of Honore Bonet, of which ooj>ieB may be seen in Royal 20 C. 
YUi, and Addit 22769. Now, what is the natural oonclnsion 
from this erroneous ascription ? Evidently that the unknown 
writer of the " Book of Noblesse," quoting probably from a 
copy of ** L'Arbre des Battailes," which had neiiher prologue 
nor epilogue; and having in his mind the great jEune of 
Christine as the writer of a book on a similar subject, made 
the not unpardonable mistake of misquoting the author's 
name, and attributing to Christine, the compiler of ^^Les 
Faits d'Armes," all the quotations drawn from Bonet's 
^L'Arbre de Battailes." Not so, argues Mr. John Gough 
Nichols, in his interesting prefiioe to the Boxborghe impres- 
sion. " Christina de Pisan," he urges, *' was a Poete« ;" and 
it is not likely that she had more to do with the '' Faits 
d'Armes" than the **dame Christine" of "The Book of No- 
blesse" had with the " Arbre des Battailes." In support of 
this opinion is quoted a matginal note in ^^The Boke of 
Noblesse," in an old handiwriting, but more modem than the 
original manuscript, to the following effect : — 

** VArhre dei Battaillsi oompMej^ar Honore Bonot Prieur de 
SaUon em J^ouuenoe," 

^ Note y^ in some Aathon this Booke is tenned Dame Chrutine of y* 
tree of Battaylet, not that she made jt ; Bnt bicanee ehe was a notable 
Benefactoor to Learned men and perchance to y* antor of this Booke 
And therefore diverse of them sette forthe their Bookes nnder her 
name." 

The author of this note was evidently unacquainted with 
the particulars of the life, or the character of the writings, of 
Christine — the *^ virilis foemina" of her eminent contemporary, 
Gerson — ^and "La grant sagesse" of her editor, Jean Marot. 
The assertion that authors set forth their books under her 
name is unsupported by a single known instance ; while her 
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early tuition, political life, and nmneTons writings, wonld both 
enable and incline her to oompoee snch a work. 

Christine expressly states in the preface that she wrote 
the work; and although Yerard, in his printed edition of 
1488, omits the prefisttory address, it appears in numerous 
manuscripts, and may be read in Caxton's translation. *^ Be- 
cause," says Christine, ^^men of arms are not clerks, nor 
instructed in the science of language, I have assembled and 
gathered tc^ther diyerse books to produce this work. And 
because that this is a thing not accustomed and out of usage 
to women/ which commonly do not intermit but to spin on 
the distaff and occupy them in things of household. I suppli- 
cate humbly * * to have nor take it for no evil if I a woman 
charge myself to treat of so high a matter." 

No one doubts that Dame Juliana Bemers wrote the weD- 
known ^^ Treatise on Hunting and Hawking,'* and the evi- 
dence that Christine de Pisan wrote ** The Fayts of Arms" is 
equally strong. 

Christine was no common poetess whose strength was in 
the prettiness of her amatory verses. The short account of 
her already given (see ants page 198), will show the energetic 
and comprehensive character of her mind. Educated by her 
fiither in the whde course of literature at that time in v(^e, 
she had, while yet young, made herself mistress of the Latin 
language, and stored her mind by the perusal of the most 
celebrated writings, as well Pagan as Christian, Living in 
the midst of wars and preparations for war, many of her 
acknowledged writings teem with warlike allusions. Li poli- 
tics her opinion had great weight ; she was consulted by the 
highest nobles of France ; and many years of her life were 
spent in the endeavour to raise the political and moral tone of 
the country. The celebrated Jean le Menu found in her no 
weak opponent, and the equally celebrated Chancellor Oerson 
a most potent ally. 

There are 21 copies of this work known, of which eleven 
are in private libraries. 
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No. 82. — Statutes ov Henbt VII. Folio. Sine uUA notd, 
(1489?) 

OoLLATiON.— ab til are 4"^, with the first leaf of a blank ; 
e a 5^ with the last blank. Total 42 leayes, of which two a^ 
blank. 

Note. — ^The signature is omitted on a if. The third and 
fifth leaves of ir are erroneously signed t i\\ and ti b. 

TrpoaiiAFHiCAL Pabtigulabs. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type is all No. 6. The lines, which are spaced to an even 
lengthy measure 4f inches, and there are 81 (in three instances 
88 lines) to a fhll page. Without folios or catchwords. Only 
one 2-line woodcut initial is used. 

After a blank leaf, the work commences on the second 
recto of sig. a. 

The Text begins thus — 

C S1^^ ttgnfi^ our Botinesn lotlie fintrs tfie jstumtfi after i^t 
cimi|uf0t trs t^e grate of gol^ ttgng ^ 9Sn%\mCti ic of ;^ra- 
mtt anti lorlie of Jrlonlie at |t0 varltamet j^Rren at ^tvi^ 

The Text ends on sig. e 9 verso, tiie whole page being as 
follows — 

9les0ure/92ltj^elyer ^e tosUe after tt^e fimrme rontegne)! ^ 
ortiet II neli in anti &s tf^t0 arte / or after t^e maner U fburme 
afiirett II merely/ 

Rbmarkp. — ^This is the earliest known volume of printed 
statutes^ and is further remarkable as being in English. It 
contains some very curious and interesting legislation on 
political, trade, and domestic matters. 

The British Museum copy was purchased firom Mr. Lilly, 
who, a few days before, had bought it at Hodgson's for £2 10s. 
It was then bound up with some other law tracts and year- 
books, mostly from the press of Machlinia, one of which, 
being unique, was catalogued by Mr. Lilly at 100 guineas. 
There is also a perfect copy in (&e National Library, Paris^ 
and the Inner Temple, London, with one copy only in private 
hands. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



886 WILLIAM CAXTOW. 



No. 88. — The Govkbxal of Health. — ^Thb Mkdicika 
Stomachi. Quarto. SimulldnoiA. (1469?). 

Collation.— The " Goveraal/' a and 18 4- ; the " Medi- 
cinal" two unsigned leaveBs eighteen leavee. 

Typographical Pabticulars. — ^Without title-page. Only 
one type, No. 6, is nsed throughout. The lines, which are of 
an even length, and measure 2f inches, exciting IS 7 verso, 
which has 24, have all 28 lines to a page. Wood-cut initials 
to chapters. Without folios or catchwords. 

.The Text begins on sig. % ) recto, 

•■■ • ttemasU of f»eltie : {CBlfjat \% to 

i|lt ie 0a5)i tofitj^ rrs^tto ftelve of 00^ 

^■l^mi t|sng(0 tt^t longm to bolit 

I9 fieltj^e/fialitie anti to U ftept oc 

to iolias tieltle • loirt an)i to U moitmli / m% 

and ends, 

Ctit0 reeestf ftougfite x% of no potscatse 
®f ina50tet antoni m of mai^tfi: fms^f 
Co all mtiiSmnt it in tpc^eirt lisetatse 

^aqpltett nutitnita 0tomar|t : 

Remarkr. — The '^(royemal'* was originally written in 
Latin, and soon after translated into English, but no trace 
of the translator's name is left. The date of the original 
composition is unknown ; we can only gather fix)m the non- 
existence of manuscripts of a later date than the latter half 
of the fourteenth century that it was composed about that 
period. 

The name of the author or compiler is doubtful. From 
Sloans 989 one would say that John de Burdeux wrote it for 
the good of a '^frende," but Sham 8149 attributes it to 
another writer, '^Explicit tractatus Bartholomei.^ John de 
Burdeux was the author of several tracts on medicine, and 
flourished in the latter half of the fourteenth century. Bar- 
tholomeus was rather a prolific writer of the fourteentii and 
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to fe^ilp ^It^ ,fi>p nn^ to (r ttoomnt/dnb 

3§tQe f|»cfS^ ^ap^ of i(^^^ «f g^^ 
eoii«r»ai« of jate/3i) % i*dppi« Ib^tl 
t^ Mt 01) mofotb fe 6b 0M)/3ii) 4^ tii.ci|d|9tize 
of fi)i>rfp ij^ffoti tibaf t« io fajie. Cbft^nec^ | 
?«» P»fe<r/ 3t) (^ fbti24 c^m^cc of ri>s(s« 
2^f5«p«/3i)*e fl>f*e *aptj»ew ^olbami 
WmJ wt %«) it) in«^tt) etgng ^ titeto : 
3i) %^),c^the ^tb a nwi) fl!B[i> ^uc ^ 
tt) ^«?nft8tl« of |)«f ^c|^nie0/3t) 4)e13t),c|dp 

)>h» )b^ poe 6r «mc iif6a tiie^/3t) (^ St9 
« W»<» of d!)« no|f(< of tttgll gotierniiima 

•*» Ipfr fe ftnolbe t^ a^tcofUfm^ <^o.' 
W^of ^ft^/|cr40JrmdK6no(<oii|«> 
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fifteenth centuries, bat the ^^Ooyemal" is not found among 
the works generally attributed to him. Whoever may have 
been the author, the work possesses small claims to originality^ 
being a compilation from the medical works of the Arabian 
and Greek physicians, and quoting largely from the '^ B^imen 
Sanitatis Salemitanum." The " Medicina Stomachi " is con- 
tained in most collections of Lydgate's poetry, and in Harl, 
116 is directly attributed to him. 

Both tracts were reprinted by Wynken de Worde, sine 
annOf who repeats all the blunders of the first edition. These 
editions are equally rare, the only copy of the second being in 
the Public Library, Cambridge. An annotated reprint of 
Caxton's text was issued privately by the editor of this work 
in 1858. On no other occasi(Mi does this interesting treatise, 
which was the earliest medical book printed in the English 
language, appear to have passed through the press. 

A good copy is in the old library of the Earls of Dysart, 
at Ham House, Surrey, and another in the Bodleian. 

No. 84. — ^The History op Beynabd the Fox. Second 
Edition, Folio. Simulldnotd. (1489?) 

Collation. — ^An unsigned sheet of introductory matter ; 
sigs. a 6 C tl e f g 1^ are 4"" ; i is a S*". No blank leaves. In 
all seventy leaves. 

Typogeaphical Particulaes. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type throughout is No. 6. The lines, which are fully 
spaced out, measure 5f inches, and there are 81 (sometimes 
82) to a page. Woodcut initials are used. On the first 
recto is Caxton's device, underneath which is the following 
line only : — 

C C)to in t^$ taUe of t|e i^t^totse tit KUsnatt t^fdxt/ 

On the verso commences the table, which ends seven lines 
down the second recto, underneath which is, 

C lls^ ftegfinmtj^ Istftotge of resnarlr t^t ftoe . 

The prefiEKie finishes the page. The second verso is blank. 

z 
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Onfflg. «f, 

C Iftoto tift Ism ftsnge oC alle fmrtsu smt mtte Is^ 
maulielmnttif t|at alU tmrtB0 f^Ike twa U ^ tnsn 
anil court/ 

C iffoiiitiilo Vmu 

The oonclrusion of the text cannot be given, no perfect 
copy being at present known. For an account of the first 
edition of this celebrated allegory see ante page 227. 

The only Existing Copy is in the Pepysian Library, 
Cambridge. It unfortunately wants the last two leaves, con- 
taining the epilogue of Caxton, and ends on sig. i 4 verso, 
with these words, 

flntr In; toitft toil 3 Itut fEotlo 
tat tatte 3 to totste of tts^e tns0lie1iui 3 |aue snobit to lioo 

It is in good condition, bat cropped, measuring 9x6} inches. 
Pepys's arms on the binding, and his book-plate inside. The 
wanting leaves are supplied in manuscript of eeventeenth 
century. 

No. 85. — ^ThE HiSTOBT of BLANOHABDIir AND EOLAlfTIirS. 

Folio. Smeulldnotd, (U89?) 

Collation. — ^Imperfectly known. The introductory matter 
makes a 8*, signed t, it, itf, the sixth leaf being blank. ^ 18 (S 
9(S;^Omfit^l'W^^^'^> c^ ^^^^ ^^^ probably 
several other additional signatures. 

Typographical Particulabs.— Without title. The type 
is all No. 6. The lines, which are all of one length, measure 
4f inches, and there are 81 to a full page. Woodcut initials. 
Without folios or catchwords. 

The Text begins on sig. f recto, with a prologue by Caxton, 

?[|| Uto tfie tig|( noiU prxgnMut $c txttlltt ptgnnnsu mg 

telioufttety lain ms lalrg matgarrte liucfiestfe of Sfis^ 

VMxtttt/mibtt bnto mx naturrl 9c souerasn lorti an) most 

and finishes on the verso of the same leaf, 

9ose0 \imxB in tfy^si present Isff : C ^^^ sftet t^iB d^ott 
asito tran09tot:5e InV.twtlM^tt Igff in %tun flUntn / 
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The table Mows on tig. it, with a 2«line initial, 

"Vlam^witilin /Mtit of tf^e ttslblt &fing of dPtsse 

aad finifiheB on the 5th recto, which, however, in the only copy 
known, is nnfortnnately, in manoscript. This appears to have 
been copied from the very rare reprint by Wynken de Worde, 
the last four lines being — *' How Blanchardin wedded his love 
the pronde | pncelle in amours; And of the grete ioye that | 
was made there . and of the Eynge of Fryse deth capl"* liiij'' " 
The sixth leaf is blank. On sig. SI | recto the &8t chapter 
commences as follows : — 

C C|e fixfA ^Bfittt of t^m ptmnt tofte contisnrt^ ^to 
Wam^aiijun ^feyartelr otit of tfie tmxt of f)te Win fcsitge 
of ft50e / acoyitulo ytimo « 

^Jljoi tBttU to|fit t|f Itij^t 1)8999 • ^^^ ^ 

All the text after sig. fitL iiij is wanting in the only known 
copy. 

Bemabks. — ^The prok^e to Caxton's translation of this 
romance is fortunately preserved, from which we learn that 
Margaret, Duchess of Somerset, brought to Caxton the French 
version of this romance (which she had ''long before" pur- 
chased of him), with her commands that he should translate 
it into English. Having made the translation, he presented 
it to Her Grace, probably as a manuscript, as he says nothing 
of any conmiand to print it. It was, however, soon after put 
to press, perhaps at Caxton's own risk, as a trade speculation. 
As to the date, there are only the typographical particulan to 
guide us, which, however, all point to about the year 1489. 

The only known Exisrura Copt is in the library of Earl 
Spencer. It is, unfortunately, imperfect. 

No. 86.— The Poub Soks or Aymoit. Folio. Sine uUd notA. 
(1489 ?) 

The CoUiATiOK cannot be given accurately, as no perfect 
copyisknown. AIS OE JB « dP « 36 f it I ilt Jl • 

z2 
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all 4", uim being a 8% with the sixth leaf, probably, blank. 
This makes a total of 278 leaves; but it is more than likelj 
that some introductory matter preceded sig. 81. 

Typographical Particulars. — Only one type, No. 6, 
is used. The lines, which are all of an even length, measure 
4f inches, and there are 81 to a full page. Without folios or 
catchwords. Woodcut initials throughout. 

The only known copy of this edition begins on sig. 18 Hi, 
in the middle of a sentence, 

Hesnatotye one of tf^e sonnt of Asmon/toietof dpecsalls tu 

The Text ends on the -fifth verso of sig. mui, with the fol- 
lox^ing sentence : — 

16 ^Vi^ Io(^^ ttenne tf^at tt;0 present toite sl^al i^ 
^Ire ot tere . toe 0f)aU prajfe goti & t^e glorsotts sasntr 
iSesnanlie tt^t matter /ti)at )e mue bs grace to persevere/ 
anlr lleontsntte our liff in goolr toerftes^bs t|^^ toj^tef^e toe 
mai ta II ue at our entisnge tj^e liff tf^at euer s^all taste / 

Remarks. — ^^ilanuscripts of this favourite romance, con- 
cerning the original of which little appears to be known, 
mount up to the thirteenth century, and references to it are 
found in manuscripts of a still earlier date ; but all these are 
rythmical romances, and Caxton's translation (if we may give 
him the credit of it) was evidently made from a French prose 
text, perhaps that printed at Lyons, about 1480, under the 
title " Les quatre filz Aymon." 

Before the discovery of the volume under review, the 
earliest printed English text of "The four sons of Aymon" 
was the 1554 edition of B. Copland^ to which was appended 
the following colophon : — 

'* €r Here finishith the hystoiy of the | noble and yaliannt knjg^ht 
Rcynawde | of Moantawban, and his three bre- | them ^ Imprinted at 
London, bj | Wynken de Worde, the . yiij. daje of | Maye, and y* yere of 
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oar lorde . M ,C | CCCC iiii . at the request and com- | matmdeinent of 
the noble and pais- | sannt erle, the Erie of Oxenforde, | And now 
Emprinted in the yere of | oar Lord . M . CCCCC . 1 iiii . the | ri daye of 
Maye, By wylliam Cop- 1 land, for Thomas Fetet." 

From Copland's colophon we learn that an edition was 
issued in 1 504 by Wjnken de Worde, although, unfortunately, 
not a single copy is now knoTi^Ti to exist. He, of course, re- 
printed from the text under review; and, indeed, the first 
portion of the colophon above quoted, so for as it concerns 
Wynken de Worde, is quite in Caxton's style, and recalls the 
numerous instances already noticed, in which Wynken de 
Worde, by altering the printer's name and the date, has falsi- 
fied both typographical and historical truth. That in this 
case he used Caxton's colophon, with alterations, is rendered 
almost certain when the prologue to Copland's edition is 
perused. Here we have all the peculiarities of our first 
printer's style, and his very diction. 

No manuscript or printed copy of Caxton's life gf Robert, 
Earl of Oxford, is known. 

The only known Existing Copy of Caxton's edition is in 
the library of Earl Spencer. It is imperfect, wanting all 
before sig. Hii) ; 9 8, and iS^ 8. 

No. 87. — ^DiKECTORiuM Sacbrdotum, una cum Defensorio 

BJUSDEM ; ITEM TrACTATUS QUI DICITUR CREDE MIHI. 

Folio. Se4^ond Version, Second Edition, " Impres- 
mm per Wilklmu Caxton ajmd westmormstervu prope 
London / " Without Date, (1489 ?) 

Collation. — ^A preliminary 4", signed only on the fourth 
recto with the figure 4; alictiefBfjiklmnopqtjjt 

il J B are all 4™'; j is a 5". Total 194 leaves. No blanks. 

Typographical Particulars. — There is no title-page. 
The type is all No. 6. The lines, which are spaced to an even 
length, measure 4| inches. Exclusive of head-lines there are 
81 to a page. A few 2-line woodcut initials. Without folios 
or catchwords. 

The ^' Ealendar," which has the same woodcut EL as in 
the first edition, commences on the first recto, thus : — 
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EC 



Vrtma iiesi mtmia tt seytttna trucat bt twiB 
J|amiariit0 )aM liufi xxxi/lum bno xa» 



Hie Text ends on sig. f 10 verBO, 
bur iMrtettt tvxaxt : in wmitin triuiito Beo Orodas 
C <Sajrton nu fieri fttit . 

Bjgmabks. — From the fiact of the Printer beginning his 
table for finding the Oolden and Dominical Letters at the 
year 1489, we may safely aasome that year to be the date of 
printing, as to print badk years would be useless. The com- 
bination of red and black figures, the black form being first 
printed, and the red form secondly and separately, shows a 
great advance in workmanship oyer other books by Caxton. 

Like the first edition there is only one Existing Ooft 
known of this, which is in the Bodleian Library. It is, with 
** The Art and Craft to know well to die '* by the same printer, 
still in the original parchment wrapper, as issned from Gaxton's 
workshop. It is perfect, and in good condition. 

No. 88.— Eneydos. FoUo. Without Printer's Name, Piaee^ 
or Date, " Tramlated by me wyUyam GaxUm^ Jum 
22ndy 1490. 

OoLLATiON. — Sig. 91 a 8% with the first leaf blank ; 18 <S 
9(Sdr«IOS:ltaie4^withl8 blank. In aU 86 
leayes, of which two are blank. 

Dr. Dibdin erroneously ascribes only four leaves to sig. 81. 

Note. — Sig. a is very irregular; the first leaf, which is 
blank, is not reckoned in the signatures, the second and third 
kayes being signed respectively 91 f, and 91 if. The fourth 
leaf, which, to agree with the others, should have been signed 
91 ttf , has no signature at aD ; while the omitted signature, 
91 iif, appears on the sixth or last leaf of the fi>\ 

Ttpogeaphical Pabtioularb.— There is no title-page. 
The type is aU No. 6. The lines are spaced tq an even length. 
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and meaniie 4| incheB. There an 81 lineB to a fall page. 
Woodcat initials of two, three, and six linea in depth. 

After a blank leaf the prologue begins on the second recto, 
signed A j, 

After trstmse tonites ma1re/tran0late1i an)r a^mtb/fia 
itpng noo toerfte in $an)re . 9 Bittsng in mfi frtuTis^ to^ere m 
lase mans lifiuersr pannflrttte anti tottfi0 • layp^^^ t^^t 

The Test ends on sig. H 7 recto, with the following 
oolophon : — 

WSVi^ fgns^ts^etj^ tfie ftoite sf (!^nis)ro0/com9Sl^^ ^ 
Stcr 1 gfile/ to)icte lat^e (e tramrtatety onte of latpne in to 
ftntBl^/ 1 9ln)r ottte of frm^^e retiutety in to fSnuli^M^t is 
me iosUm I <Saxton /t|e xxiMiase of Slttsn.tj^e sere of our 
WHt.MAiiH^lxxxx. Wt^ttst^t sere of t|e Iteine of 
ItSt^se 9ftenrs II t^e seuentft 

Oaxton's deyioe on the verso. The eighth leaf is a blank. 

Bbmabks. — ^The '* lytyl booke in frenahe, named Eneydos," 
which happened to come cinder our Printer's notice while sit- 
ting in his stndy sorronnded with many divers pamphlets, is 
a free paraphrase of portions of '^The iBneid,'* by Yirgil. 
Had Oawin Douglas, who, in 1553, issued a Scotch metrical 
version of ^'The .^eid," read Caxton's preface, he would 
have seen that Cazton does not pretend tq give a translation 
of the Latin poem, and might have spared himself the trouble 
of some hundreds of lines in abuse thereof. The *' Eneydos '* 
was issued only as a romance compiled from YirgiFs ^^^neid" 
and Bocace's *' Fall of Princes ;* and, with little merit, it 
seems to have gained little favour, even with the lovers of 
such compilations, for it never reached a second edition. It 
would appear, however, that a good sale was expected, and an 
impression more numerous than usual struck off, as few of 
Caxton's books are so common as ''Eneydos." 

ExiSTiKa Copies.— British Museum (8); Cambridge; 
Trinity College, Cambridge ; Oxford (8) ; St. John's, Oxford ; 
Hunterian, Glasgow ; and 8 in private libraries. 
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No. 89.— Thb Diotss and Sayikos of the Philosopebbs. 
Third Edition. FoUo. Westfninster, The year 1477 
err<meously reprinted, the real date being about 1490. 

Collation. — The device and prologue occupy two un- 
signed leayeB; then, fll$<SJB<ll^jFOare 4*""; |^ and g| 
8*^, the sixth leaf of jf being blank. In all 70 leaves, of which 
the last is blank. Dr. Dibdin erroneouslj states " It contains 
only 66 leaves." 

There is no title-page. The only type used is No. 6. The 
lines which are fuUy spaced out measure 4| inches. There 
are 80 and 32 lines to a page, but mostly 31. Without folios 
or catchwords. 2 and 8-line woodcut initials. 

Caxton's device is in the centre of the first recto, the pro- 
logue commencing on the verso with a 2-line wood initial, 

wG^ottt lotti goto i» Imnt anti ottyesneti to bt dittigette aiOi 
t^uU bnto t^t %totme» of fortune . atnti 00 in tiiuttsit anli 

Am^Bfttt^iasi toaus t^t fix»u ¥1^ilo0O9|tt tn to^om 
^^t^tougj^ t|e tosl mi pltasin of our lorti goto* 3b^ 

t^. Sb^itt^iasi Mitit t^at runs mature of goolr UUw 

The Text ends at foot of fifth recto of sig. g, 

SSilom SI bmecte ^Imsgfitfi goir tntrrere anb to contmuf 
in 1)10 bertuou0 liispo^irton in t^i» toorlti « 9lnli after t||to 
I8f to Igue euer lasttngls in f)euett . 9lmen . 

C <Sarton me fieri f ent . 

The verso and final leaf are blank. 

Remarks. — ^This is another instance of the original date 
and imprint of a book being reproduced in subsequent 
editions. All the typographical particulars prove it to have 
been about 1490; and the presence of signatures, printed 
initials, and evenly spaced lines, give direct testimony against 
the date 1477, at which time none of these had been adopted 
at Westminster. 
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For literary particulare, see the first edition, page 186, ante. 

Existing Copibs. — Cambridge : St. John's College, Cam- 
bridge ; Oxford, and Lambeth Palace. Three copies are in 
private libraries. 

No. 90. — The Mibbour op the Wobld. Second Edition, 
Folio, The Name, Place, and Dais of the First Edition 
reprinted; hut ahouf lA^^O. 

Collation.— a 6 C )f e f g f| t it I are 4°', the last leaf 
oooupied with the device only. In ail 88 leaves. 

Typogbaphical Pabticulabs. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type is all No. 6. The lines, which are spaced to an even 
length, measure 4| inches, and a full page contains 81. With- 
out folios or catchwords. 2 and S-line initials in wood. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the table follows on the 
second recto, signed, however, a j. 

The Text begins on a \ recto, 

Ik (Ste fiegsnmtj^ s< isH^U o( t^t xvAxitt% of t|t0 v^tn^ 
" U bolume namely t^e msn:our of tf)f ixmXt or tjto- 
wageof tf^esame/ 

The Text ends on the seventh verso of sig. I, 

aitti ttmantatst Igf |f htsntf tifim anli ha in to fiuf ttUnts^ 
al blufifu in ^tmu ^StLdiSLI 

C iSajrton me Urn UtiX « 

On the eighth verso is the device, the recto being blank. 

Remabks. — ^Although this book bears the same dates as 
the first edition, it is very evident from the type, from the 
device, from the use of a woodcut to head Chapter II, which 
had been used shortly before in the " Royal Book," and from 
many other more minute evidences, that it really was not 
printed till about 1490. 

It would seem that the proper cut for Chapter II, viz. a 
figure of a philosopher with the globe in his hand, having 
been injured or lost, that the workman chose the first which 
offered itself, and thus, in this edition, we have the very 
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inappropriate illostratioii of Christ's transfigoiatioii, as head 
to the chapter, '^ Why Ood made and created the World." 

Existing Copies. — Cambridge: Pepjsian, Cambridge; 
Exeter College, Oxford ; Hunterian, Glasgow; Baptist College, 
Bristol ; and seven in private hands. 

No. 91. — ^A Book of diyebs Ohostlt matters, ooirrAm- 
ma : — ^The Seven points of tbue Lovb Am) ever- 
lasting Wisdom, or Orologifm Sapientls : The 
Twelve profits of Tribulation ;— The Eitle of 
St. Bbnet. Quarto. WylUlmu Caxtm. ** En^prynt$d 
westmyriBtrer Without Date. (U90?) 

Collation.— The "Seven points of True Wisdom" has 
AI8«C9«dr«|&9ititinall 4» or 96 leaves. 

The " Twelve profits of Tribulation" has 9118 <S 9 all 
4~, or 82 leaves. 

The "Eule of St. Benet" has a ft 4" and c a 2», or 20 
leaves. 

Total of the three tracts, 148 leaves, aU printed. 

Note. — ^The signatures to the third tract are nnusnal, viz. 
a is signed aa, a t), aa Hi, a iiii; i is signed Vb b iU h iiU 

i iiiU t is signed tt, t if. 

Typographical Particulars. — Without title-page. The 
type thronghout is No. 6. The lines, which are spaced to an 
even length, measure Sf inches, and 24 make a fiill page. 
Without folios or catchwords. 

The Text of " The Seven points of True Wisdom " begin 
onsig. 91):— 

Clftede im t|e cfiayttre^ of tj^fis trrts^c 
of fit atntn 9Ofinte0 of treioe loue anti 
tnnimunt tos^Irom Irratoen oute of 
se boolte fit in totitnt in latsn anti clepeti ®u^ 
logttimtfayintm/ 

The tract ends thus, on sig. fiSi 8 veno, 

C C$iui nOitt^ tlft UtBtsfit of tfte hii 
9O5nte0 of tnu loue ^ nietlaiKtsns tofi^liom / 
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titabenof oCt^e Mu tf^at us totstm tnlatenna 
null <^tologttt soyiitie . 

C <!^miitsnte)r at toe0tmsn0tre 

C ®ut legtt mtiibtt / fxtuwttm nun xtfu 
Imtat 

C IISiKUf Imu (Etaxton . <Eut W alta tcatat 

The '* Rule of St. Benet *' ends on vergo of sig. t 4, 

C (t^mytifittili at \otfstwjsiMttt tji lif^ttsitji 
of cettesn tootsfityfuU fttstontsi : • 

RmfARKfl. — ^LitUe is known of Jehan de Soaahayie, or 
Souaube, as a French copy has it. Bibliographers generally 
call him Henry de Soso, probably after the example of Echard, 
in his " Script, ordin. Prsedicat." The English version printed 
by Caxton is correctly described, not as a tranfilation, but as 
*' drawen oute of a book named " Orologium Sapientise.*' The 
printed text is not equal in extent to one-half of the original 
Was it this induced Caxton to end the tract with '^Qui legit 
emendet, pressarem nor reprehendat ?" — a parody of the phrase 
often seen in manuscripts ''Qui legit emendet scr^Un-em non 
reprehendat." Caxton says of the ** Rule of St. Benet/' which 
is a translation from the Latin, that he was employed to print 
it " by desire of certain worshipfhl persons." 

The signatures given by the Printer to these three tracts 
suggest the probability that they were intended to be issued 
separately : but as in all the known copies they appear bound 
together, and as they have hitherto been described under the 
general head of '' Divers Ghostly matters," it has been deemed 
advisable to retain that arrangement. 

Existing Copibb. — Cambridge, Durham Cathedral ; and 
four in private libraries. 
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No. 92. — ^The Piftbkn Obs, and othbb Pbatebs. Quarto. 
Printed by cofjimandment of the Princess Elizabeth^ 
Queen of England, and the Princess Margaret, Mother 
unto our sovereign lord the King, by their most humbU 
subject and servant William Caxton. Without Place or 
Date. (1491?) 

Collation. — a 6 are 4"; c is a 8" = 22 leaves. 

1*YP0GRAPHI0AL Pabticulars. — There is no tide. The 
type is all No. 6. The Hiies, which are spaced to an eyen 
lengthy measure 8^ inches, and there are 21 to a fnll page. 
Without folios or head-lines. Woodcut initials. A woodcut 
border, in four separate pieces, is placed round each page. 
This border was used later, for an undated but very eariy 
edition of " Horse," by Wynken de Worde. The wood en- 
graving of the Crucifixion, which appears upon the verso of 
the first leaf, has considerable artistic merit. It appears to 
have been a favourite, having been used at a later period, by 
Wynken de Worde, in several publications. 

The recto of the first leaf is blank, but the verso is occu- 
pied with the woodcut of the Crucifixion, already noticed. 

Upon the second recto (not signed, unless the signature 
has been cut away in binding) the Text begins with a 5-line 
initial in wood, — 

SI|e0u enlito dtoetnes of 
loufiitg 0oule0/® 3^tM 
go0tlfi toBr 9ajS0tng ic tx^ 
cftisitS all 8latyne0 anti 

tnCtsxt \xmx of al repmtaut stnnn^ t^at 



o 



and on the verso of t 6, ends thus : — 

C C|ie0e prasers tofore toteton Im en 
prtteti lis tfie comaulimentoi of tj^e xm% 
U W ^ bmuoun stsiue00e our \\x%t la 
tit (i^l^aiietti l»s tj^e grace of golr ^Quene 
of ii^nglonlre ^ of dFratiee.^ abm of tfie 
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tigUft Ise ^mo0t noble pqmtMt Matga 
xttt fBUiUtt bnto out sotterasn lottie t$e 

C ^5 tb^ix most lumftle suiiget an)r 
0eruaut QSBilliam OCaxton 

Remarks. — ^The fifteen prayers, named firom the &ct of 
their all oommencing with the letter O, ^^ the fifteen Oes," 
are commonly found in the manuscript Horse of the fifteenth 
century, in their original Latin. They were ftequently printed 
both in that language and in English, Caxton's version of the 
latter being possibly the earliest. All these prayers breathe a 
spirit of earnest devotion, and as an example the following is 
laid before the reader. 

^^ Jhesu henenly leche bane mynde of thy langour and 
blewnes of thy woudes & sorowe that thou suffiedest in the 
heyght of the crosse / when thou were lifte vp fro the erthe / 
that thou were all to tome in all thy limmes / boo that there 
was noo limme abydynge in his right ioynte / soo that noo 
sorowe was like to thyne fro the sole of thy fote to the toppe 
of thy hede there was no hole place / And yet forgetying in 
maner all those greuons paynes/thou preydest deuoutly & 
charitably to thy fader for thine enmyes sayeng thus / Fader 
foryeue it theim / for they wyte not what they done / For this 
blessed charytable mercy that thou shewdest to thyne enemyes. 
and for mynde of thyse bytter paynes/ graunte me / that the 
mynde of this bytter passion be to me plenar remyssion & 
foryeuenes of my sinnis Amen / |[ Pater noster Aue 

maria'' 

Another prayer commences thus : — 

*' O blessid Jhesu swetnes of hertes and gostli hony of 
soules. I beseche the for the byttemes of the aysel and galle 
that thou tasted "&c. 

The *' Bex Henricus " of the Prayer on c Hi) verso, was 
Saint Henry, sumamed the Pious and the Lame. He was son 
of Henry Duke of Bavaria, and was bom in the year 972 ; 
crowned King of Germany, at Mentz, in 1002; died lith 
July K)24 ; and was canonised by Pope Eugenius III in 11 52. 
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Preceding a printed Latin version of the ^ Fifteen Oes "" 
in the British Mogenm (G. 28. b. 24), iB the following para- 
graph in English :— "These be the .xv. oos the whyche the 
holy virgyn saint brygitta was wonte to saye dayly before the 
holy rode in saint Paules chyrche at rome : who so saye this 
a hole yere he shall deleuer . xv. soules ont of purgatory of 
hys nexte kyndred . and oonnerte other . xv. synneis to gode 
lyf and other . xv. ryghtuouse men of hys kynde shall per- 
sener in gode lyfe." 

In Earl MS. 2255 is a paraphrase of the " Fifteen Oes," 
by ^ohn Lydgate, beginning—"© blessyd lord my lord, O 
Christ JesQ." 

The only Existing Copy known is in the British Mnsenin 
(C. 25. c), and is bonnd with several tracts printed by Wynken 
de Worde. It iR perfect and in good preservation, fdthongh a 
good deal cropped in the binding. Measurement, 6f x 5 
inches. Pnrchased in 1851. 

No. 98.— The Aet and Cbaft to Know wkll to Dib. 
Folio. TranskUedbyCaxtoninUdO Without PritUm^s 
Name, Place, or Date. (1491?) 

Collation.— at a 4"; 18 a 2"; then a single leaf impro- 
perly signed IB Ui, which was, probably, followed by a blank. 
Total, thirteen printed leaves. 

Typogeaphical PabtiouIiABS. — ^There is no title-page. 
The only type used is No. 6. The lines, which measure 4f 
inches, are spaced to an even length, and there are 81 to a 
page. Without catchwords or folios. Several 2 and 8-line 
initials in wood. 

The Text begins on sig. A f recto, 

C l^^tf btmnntt^ a litgll tt$atisi$ si^nxtt anlv afttelrgely tpts 
itsngr of tfyt arte ^ rraft to itnotoe toell to Irpe 

<w»% Jftan it fi0 iMtt t|at toi^at a man tnaititfi or to(t|/tt 

^09 in m&$ to (ontf to 0onu mte/Hnlr sf t$e tfisnge tt 

goo^fe an)r toell malie / it mturte w!it» amt to vnint 

f Ive « CIntiu is iiettir ^ Ii;fttn teawin / tuerg man otifltf to 
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The Text ends on anngle leaf, stgned IS Uh 

wcU to Itttu toell to liese/ tnin0lateli oute of 
ttmn^t in to englfi^Bfie . ifi totUm (Sojcton 
tie xb .1189 <^f SttSi^/ tfie sm of out lotli a 
Hft tttj (tlxxx X . 

Rexabks. — ^MannBcripts of this work, are nsaally known 
as ''The Art and Craft to lire well and die well.'* This was 
often printed. A Latin edition was issued by Guy Marchand, 
at PariSy in 1488, and French editions by Yerardy at Paris, 
and Oolard Mansion, at Bruges. From the latter it seems 
very probable that our Caxton, as he says in. the colophon, 
''abredged" his text. 

An English version of the fiill work was made early in 
the sixteenth century by Andrew Chertsey, and printed by 
Wynken de Worde in 1606. 

Copies are in the British Museum, Oxford, and National 
Library, Paris. 

No. 94.— Thb Book of Coxmrwr.— Quarto. Second EdiUm. 
**Emprynted at wettmostor" Without Name or Dak. 
(1491 ?) 

CoLLiTiON. — ^This little piece probably consisted, like 
Caxton's early editions, of a 4*^ and a 8", making fourteen 
leaves, all printed — ^a conclusion gathered from the only frag- 
ment known. 

Ttpoobafhical Pabticulabs. — ^The fragment, from which 
alone we know that such an edition was printed, consists of 
two quarto pages only, printed upon one side of a half-sheet, 
the other side being blank. One of the pages is signed iiii, 
which, as ahready seen in ''The Rule of St. Benet," was used 
for ii f. Here tiien we have the first recto of the outermost 
sheet of the second signature, ahd, by folding the half-sheet 
with the unprinted port inside, we see directly that the 
oppcsing page must be the last of that signature, and, in all 
probability, the last of the tract. 

The type is all No. 6, but the appearance of the smaD 
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deyioe, which was probably never rued in Caxton'8 lifetime, 
points out a late date for its execution. 

The last lines, underneath which are the imprint and the 
small device, are as follows : — 

a Efixam of tf^tesHj^ets a Eseng of ptronrtss 
a la00tie of twcttxn a Jf^Mtsrufi of cooto 

C %ece enliet^ a IstsU tttatsfit cMU!h 
t|e \mi$ of cuttasse or IstsU 9o|n . 



" TF. C." Device 
up-Hde^nm, 



As this edition, like the first and second, has three stanzas 
to the page, it would, although in a somewhat smaller type, 
take up the same number of leaves. The early editions had a 
blank leaf at the end, which here we find filled up with the 
curious epithets noticed above. 

The fragment is in the Douce coUection at the Bodleian, 
having apparently been rescued from the cover of a book. 
Measurement, 6| x 5^ inches. The reversal of the device, 
and the blank side of the paper, suggest the idea that this 
fragment was a first proof, although, from the numerous 
blunders in most of Oaxton's pages, it is difficult to believe 
that corrections were ever made after the matter was once 
setup. 

No. 95. — ^The Festial (Libee Festivalis). Folio. Second 
Edition. "Caxtm me fieri fecit:' Without Place or 
Bate. (1491 ?) 

Collation.— a !icliefg4tttImnopare4'", with 
the first leaf of a blank ; i| has but one printed sheet, or two 
leaves ; %: a 4° ; a 8^ with device on 6. In all 136 leaves, 
of which one is blank. 
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Typographical Pabticulabs. — ^There is no title-page. 
The type consifltB of two sizes. Nob. 6 and 7, the latter being 
that in which Wynken de Worde printed many of his early 
books. The lines are in double oolnnmy and measare only 2f 
inches. They are spaced to an even length, and there are 88 
to a colmnn. Without folios or catchwords. Plain initials, 
cut in wood, of the depth of 2, 8, or 5 lines are used. There 
is a small rude woodcut on sig. f 6 verso. 

Commencing with^a blank leaf, the prologue follows, in 
double column, on sig. a iu the Text beginning — 

C Cfie ielye mi grace of of all t^e W fnrtus of t^e 

al^imBiAts goli tf^tug) t^t fiere . S I tUsMicpxavtt tf^at 

hmtlfsniitf of tit0 Ue00e)i it it caUelv fe0s:||tttiall/t^e 

vmn sasnt ma | W^ imnttfi at t^e | 

The Text ends on the fifth verso of sig. 0, three-fourths 
of the way down the second column, 

tf^e tatter bs ^^ ¥^^ ^ ¥^ 
tint II mil xatiin mars/^ 
4i0 liols 0poto^| nt»%t safittt 
itsgstte / mi all mfin I Un . 

fHaxtm me fteri fecit 

The next recto is a blank page, the verso having the large 
device. 

Rbkabks. — ^From the use of No. 7 type, which was Wynken 
de Worde's, it is very probable that this book was printed by 
him immediately after his master's death. This edition too is 
not an exact reprint of Caxton's, issued in 1488. Every 
Festival has the prefix " (Jode men and wymmen," or ** Qooi 
frendis," and every tale is preceded by the word "Narrado." 
Several stories not in the first edition have been added, while 
the Pardon of Corpus Christi, in Latin and English, which 
foQowB Trinity Sunday in first edition, is here entirely omitted. 

Copies are in the British Museum, Cambridge, Oxford ; 
and three private libraries. 

A A 
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No. 96.— FoiiB Seemokb. FoUo. SeccnA EdOion. SiM uUd 
notd. (1491?) 

Collation. — H 18 C are 4"^ JB is a 5" = 34 leaves. 

Typographical Particulabs. — There is no title. The 
type is all No. 6. In double column. The lines measure 2^ 
inches, being a very little shorter than the " Festial/' and are 
spaced to an even length. 38 lines to a column. Without 
folios or catchwords. 

The Text begins on sig. 9 U with a 3-line woodcut 
initial : — 

Cl^emasstrtof %tnitntt 0emsnotame0oitIe.nesout0/ 

in t^t secontie tdie* wtib § || vutptme me is 1^i0 l^^ 

t^e ffit0t lifistsnrtton / ^oomls II t^ii0 to 0tietD it anlv 

^^Wn^ ^at t^e sourtasn telie it to fiov | m tf^e tolte / 

(ati0e / tDfit go)i malie all fbrtosoutlemgns^llitteM 

creatures tn fieuen gooli t|u0 00 tofit^out 1| 

The Text ends half-way down the second column of the 
ninth verso of sig. JB, with the collect ''Absolve quesumus,'* 
the last three lines being — 

gloria inter 0amto0 et elerto0 
tttO0 re00it00itati resptrent/ 
llerljivm Innn ito0trttm 

Amen /I 

On tte recto of the tenth leaf is the device of Caxton, the 
verso being blank. 

For RiciffARKPf, see the first edition, page 268. 

Copies are in the British Museum, Cambridge, and three 
private libraries. 

No. 97. — ArS MORIENDI ; THAT IS TO SAY, THB CrAPT FOR 
TO DIB FOR THB HEALTH OP Man'S SOUL. Quorto. 

Without Printm'a Nome, Date or Place. (1491 ?) 

Collation.— a a 4'* = 8 leaves, all printed. 

TvpoaRAPHiOAL Partotjlars. — ^No title-page. The type 
of the text is No. 6, but the four lines of heading at the 
beginning, and some head-lines at the end^ are in Wynken 
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de Woide's No. 1 type. The lines are spaced very eyenly, 
except on four pages at the end, and there are 24 to a page. 
Woodoat initialB to chapters. Without folios or catchwords. 
With the exception of the use of Wynken de Worde's type, 
this tract agrees in all particnlars with No. 88, '^The 
€k)ayemal of Helthe." 

The Text begins on sig. A f recto, 

oimysletr atCt talUi ans nurtnttit / t|at us 
to mmt t^t craft for to tiese Cor t^e fieltj^e of 
mannr0 isobile . 

TfTtXfiM ons of Isttlfi j^lie j^al liese/t^mne 
^^w moste necwMrse to fjaue a Bpecgall 

The tract ends on ft 8 verso, with a fall page : — 

jTor nu^t rtiAt tim a)i-iustte or otti trtimlocon 
Co tf^ot se t^ixt^t Ut^tt^ 5e put fttl crelitilfite . 

Cfiat go)i totf^ pmsHetr tnurt it toell tott^ou 
tiefUIarson* 

3Fn j^ope alistrsng tito retoarli anli euIaistgnB 
glorte . flmot ii^xpltrit . 

Rehabks. — ^This short tract appears to be a translation 
from the Latin, and doubtless by Gaxton himself. No other 
copy, however, manuscript or printed, in Latin or any other 
langnage, appears to be known. 

This unique specimen is in the middle of a volume of 
black-letter tracts in the Bodleian Library. 

No. 98.^Thb CHAsnsnro of God's Childrkn. Folio. Sins 
uUd notd. (1491 ?) 

Collation. — ^An unsigned sheet (two leaves), cohtaining 
table and prologue ; A 18 Ot B <!^ JT are 8*"; |^ a 2". 
In all 48 leaves, and no blanks. 

Typogbafhical Pabticulabs. — ^In this book we meet 
with the first approach to a title-page, which consists of a 

A a 2 
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S-line paragraph printed in the centre of the first recto. The 
types are No. 6 for the Text, No. 7 being fonnd on the first 
page only. Double colnnm — the lines measoring 2f inches, 
and being folly spaced ont. 36 lines to a oolnmn. Without 
folios or catchwords. Initials in wood 3 and 4 lines deep. 

The Text begins with the following 3 lines in the centre 
of the first recto, 

C S!l^ protiS^ta&Ie iOu <dt manos smilt/ISLrin ttgl^t 
(omfin^ll table to tf^e bolrs / antr specsaUs in itutxaittt Sc 
trs&ttlacson / W^t || bote us calleli Cfie mt^Mtsmu of 

On the Terso, with a floriated 5-Une initial, and in double 
colonm, the first two lines being in type No. 7, 

^ SL trelie of almtgfi^ Cf^e causes amsOieteli * aiOi 

JL t9 II goli %telfigs<nt0 tiuinfi I ot^et sitslfuUfi . 3 

^f gttggjltei; a s^ott mas titelie to tarn | te of t^te 

^^^ptotle % sen I lie cfiastinnng iSut asitsnil 

fiott of t^e matet of Itemp:' ^elpe of floli aUitsglrts/iis 

tacoittf / toj^icfie psstle z» tofiootf || misit t^e aisse laH 

me) 0pec1^e to t^e pro I 

The Text ends on the recto of sig. |^ 4, with the yerso 
blank, 

not liense to t|»e alone t|^ to fill Jfofie^ Utoe / ^oto 
ptasest II (et 000 besels / 9et go)i gta || unt t|at it uisg^te 
ouer all tf^ts || toj^an tj^tt att 00 te . t|at euet to lajSKtsitg 

tatlie temptetr * anli I tn Cnnjfte / 

* « « « « 

Bemabks. — ^The use of a title-page, a practice unknown 
to Gaxton, the appearance of type No. 7, and the adoption of 
signatures having three sheets only — all point to Wynken de 
Worde, rather than to Caxton, as the printer of this book, 
which was probably executed about 1491. The original writer 
of the work is unknown, and there seems but little reason for 
attributing its composition to Caxton. 
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ExiSTXNG Copies. — British Muflemn ; Cambridge, Univer- 
sity Library (2) ; Pepysian, and Sydney Sonez College ; Hun- 
terian, Glasgow ; Lincoln Cathedral ; Sion College, London ; 
and three copies in private hands. 

No. 99.— A Treatise of Love. Folio, Translated in 1498. 
Without Printer's Nams, Place, or Date. (1498 ?) 

Collation.— a i8at]B<K^dr®3^aieall8'» = 48 
leaves, all printed. 

Typographical Particulars. — ^Without title. The type 
is No. 6 for the Text, but on the first page is a line in type 
No. 7, the first of Wynken de Worde's founts. The whole is 
in double column. 

The Text begins on sig. a f recto, 

C ^W tutBfU t0 of loue 
anil %9t I ksifi of tit j of t^e 
most BpecsoU Io||it50 tf^at 

itn in t^t toorRie anli sfie 

« * « • « 

ttanslott')! out of fmusfie 
9nto nt^||gl50tie/tf^e 9m 
of our lorli M tm || Ixxxxiii / 
is a persom tf^ot te bttpn || 
figflt imut^t toertte tofirrCor 
le |tt II &I9 ibs0ec|ie tf^r lemfili 
xtittn tost^ I|pac5fn0 to cot^ 
mte it tofim tj^esllfjmtie 
iielie. ainlities^alleotfietll 
reWers of t^m t^axsU to 
prafi itoltf^e 0oitU of tf^e 
0afi)iettan0latottr|| 

The Text ends on the second column of the sixth recto of 
8ig.»> 

tmtlicfie Wu toa0 lately 
t(an0la^||teli outeof fmusj^ 
in to englJ00i|e || hn a Sttgi^t 
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toell lr90iMi0e1i pmume/ R fiot 
is caiute tpt 039)1 prnuine 
t^otig II f^te it necf00at5 to ol 
lieuoiitf piple II to telle /ot to 
j^ete it telilie / Antr 0100 1 
eau0e)i tfie 0a5)i tote to it 
eitptBtt:?||teli/ 

Underneath this is the small device. The reverae is blank. 

Reharks. — This is evidently an issue from the press of 
Wynken de Worde, whose earliest type is seen in the first 
page, and who was accustomed to make up his books in 3*^ 
instead of 4", as was the plan during Gaxton's life. The 
tract does not appear to have been translated till 1493, and 
may have gone to press the succeeding year: now Caxton 
died in 1491. The non-occurrence of the small device in any 
other book attributed to Caxton is another reason for sup- 
posing it to be in reality the workmanship of Wynken de 
Worde^ who frequently used this shaped device in his early 
publications. At a later period he added his own name to 
the design. 

Although not the work of Caxton, "A Treatise of Love" 
has been included in this chapter, because ^^ A List ci Books 
printed in Type No. 6 " would be imperfect without it. 

Copies are at Cambridge ; Hunterian, Glasgow ; and two 
private libraries. 
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Plate XIV. 

From Gaaimis " Order of Gkwalry" Tijpe 4» 



anlKntaucoftl^ Oitd ol^QOiie > 
itabpe 

tQfotODtof C9«tt<l(t]»f 

oiid^fnmtfiifitvi^tisQie e»^i?ftjOm«|*nft* 
net* UMMtce jti^s ^ totnc/jgQel^ in wans 
Mutffed ftio ea^ mane ito^ 9sc«»«se« ^ 
gCb»u>ii»/s B^auifc Or fatbc f t^oujft n) $t9 
comcse|riinttpj«wo<feng Cgtic/oeftlte^ 
0S (bits ^me ^5 6n| 6& oottctt of tiatet* 
ti|^ %* ^« ^noe/ cSrtftO *» ^P»9 at> 9rf 

«3«/ 3into 90t^ no jwtbw nn fertw ^^ft 
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Plate XV. 

Woodcuts from Caxton's " /S^^ecuhim vita GhriBtV] 
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Plate XVII. 

WOODCUT INITIALS FROM CAXTOlfS BOOKS. 
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Plate XVin. 
CAXTON'S DEVICE. 
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LIST OF BOOKS 

NOT PRDTTBD BY 

WILLIAM CAXTON, 

BUT HAYING BOMB 

CONNECTION WITH HIS TYPES; 

ALSO OF 

DOUBTFUL WOEKS, 

AND 

BOOKS ERRONEOUSLY ASCRIBED TO HIS PRESS. 
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POSTHUMOUS AND DOUBTFUL WORKS. 



No. 100.— The Life of Saint Eathebike.— The Revela- 
tions OF Saint Elizabeth of Hungabt. FoJm, 
Smeulldnotd. (1493?) 

Collation.— a iBa4''; bcliefgj^titlmnovare 
3"* ; q is a 2*". Total 96 leayes, all printed. 

Typogeaphical Pabtictjlabs. — ^There Ib no title-page. 
The type for some of the headings is No. 7, the same as that 
already noticed in ** Chastising" and ^* Festial ;" but the type 
for the body of the work is a partial re-casting of No. 4*, 
with many new additions, and on a rather smaller body, 
being evidently a different fount from any known to have 
been used by Caxton. For a more full account of these see 
the chapter on type No. 4. The pages are in double column, 
and have 43 and 44 lines to a page. Full lines measure 2| 
inches. Without folios or catchwords. 

This book, like some already mentioned, was in all proba- 
bility the workmanship of Wynken de Worde, shortly after 
Caxton's death. This opinion is borne out by the types used, 
by the signatures being in 8" instead of 4" ; by very long 
pages, and by wood initials, identical with those used in the 
early books of Wynken de Worde. 

No. 101.— The Golden Legend. Third Edition. Folio. 
"Fynysshed at westmestre . . T?ie year of our lord 
M CGCG kcxxxiif / . . ^ By me wyllyam Caxtan" 

Collation.— Table and prologue a 2° ; a b Cll e are 4"' ; 
Jf a single sheet ;fgJ^titImnovqt:0tbJC9f^9are 
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4»; e a 2% signed to tiii; mSHt B^ ;f eiHSUl 

4""; ff a 8% signed to ffmh and gg a 2^ signed to ggttF. 
Total 486 leaves, all printed. 

Typographical Partictjlaes. — Without title-page. The 
types are No. 7, and the re-casting of type No. 4*, noticed in 
the preceding work, which fount is only known to have been 
used for these two books. The work is in double column, and 
the lines, of which there are 44 to a column, measure 2J 
inches. Without folios or catchwords. Many woodcuts and 
woodcut initials. 

Gaxton died two years before the date of printing. 



No. 102. — The Siege op Rhodes. Folio. Sine uUd notd. 

OoLLATiON. — Four unsigned S***, or 24 leaves aU printed. 

Ttpogbaphioal Pa&ticulabs. — ^Without title of any 
sort. The type is very rude and uneven, being a different 
fount to that used for the ''St. Eatherine'' and ''Golden 
Legend " just noticed. Some of the letters are the same as 
Caxton's No. 4*, but many rude additions have been made. 
There is a space between each line, probably made by the use 
of " reglets," the unevenness of which is very i^parent. The 
lines are spaced to an even length, and there are 26 to a page, 
except the first and second, which have, respectively, 80 and 
81. They measure in length 4^ inches, the depth of 2S lines 
varying from 7 to 7^ inches. Without signatures, folios, 
catchwords, or printed initials. 



No. 108. — ^MlSSALB AD USUM SaBUM. — EXARATUM PARISITja 
MPENflA OPTIMI VIKI GUILLERMI CaXTOK. FoUo. 

Farts, Ath Dec, 1487. 

The type is the usual church text used for service books. 
In double column, with head-lines. 

As connected with Caxton, the whole of the interest cen- 
tres in the colophon. 
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fiHi^sMt all taum Sbfix' ain 
rtttetutui liet liono / miwio 
mtamtne elatei:atum fiitm 
frli(ttn;« <Sxatatum VwdBig 
imptnM opttmt bin Ouil:? 
Umi dtaxtm . Atte bico it 
tntwitaa ^ogtotn 9tttUn; 
mi JQaimsal « aiitno liomim 
iQ«at<Et<Et<Et*Ixixbu«tur Se 
cnnbti0* 

This is on the recto of the last leaf^ and upon the verso 
is Carton's large device. 

Rexa&ks. — Passing by the great interest which this missal 
has in being five years earlier in date than the celebrated 
Ronen edition, dated October Ist, 1492, hitherto considered 
as the edtiio princepSy we have to elucidate it in relation to 
Caxton. 

It has not, until the discovery of this volume, been sup- 
posed that Caxton employed foreign printers to help him, 
although it is well known that his successors did so. In this 
case he used the services of a printer at Paris, whose name 
very seldom appears in typographical annals. Little is known 
of William Maynyal, who is erroneously called, by Panzu, 
George. In 1480, working in conjunction with Ubic (Jering, 
the first printer at Paris, he produced " Speculum aureum," 
as well as ** Sumina de virtutibus cardinalibus," both in Boman 
types. Afterwards, he worked alone. In 1487, Caxton, not 
having appropriate types of his own, sent instructions to 
Maynyal, of Paris, to print for him the Salisbury Missal. 
The commission was executed, and Caxton, desirous of asso- 
ciating his press more directly with this issue than by the 
colophon oidy, which many people might overlook, probably 
designed his ^'mark" for the purpose of attracting attention. 
It is certainly the earliest date at which it has yet been found ; 
and the state of the block, which has fewer breakages than 
any other known example, confirms the priority of this in a 
most interesting manner. Since 1484 Caxton had not used 
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woodcats ; bat just at this time, 1487, he appears to have 
found some one for the purpose, and the '^ Royal Book" and 
the ''Bpecolnm" appeared with nmnerous cats. The same 
artist was probably employed to design and engrave the new 
"trademark." 

The only known copy is in the possession of W. J. Legh, 
Esq., M.P., and was first made Imown in the Athenemm, 
March 21st, 1974. 



Babtholomeus de pbopbietatibus eebuk. 

This work is sapposed to have been printed by Oaxton, at 
Cologne^ on the strength of a statement by Wynken de Worde. 
As, however, this printer has perpetrated the most carious 
contradictions and mis-statements in many of his prologues 
and colophons, it seems more than probable that he blundered 
here also^ as no connection whatever can be traced between 
the typographical customs of Cazton and those of the Cologne 
school ; nor does any copy of " Bartholomeus " exist which can, 
with any show of reason, be attributed to Cazton's press. 

For further remarks on this subject, see page 64. 



The Metamorphoses of Ovid. 

In the Pepysian library, Cambridge (2124) is an English 
manuscript of the fifteenth century, not improbably Caxton's 
autograph, and consisting of the Tenth, Eleventh, Twelfth, 
Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Books of Ovid's Meta- 
morphoses. Each book in the manuscript b^ins with a red- 
ink title, the first being : — 

" Here followeth the J xth booke of Ouyde * I wherof the 
first & I ble is of the mari || age of Orpheus | and Erudice his 
lo II ue . Cap*^ p'm^" 

For an imitation of this paragraph see Dibdin's Typ. AnL^ 
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Yol. i, page 14. At the end of the yolome is the fdlowing 
oolophon : — 

^'Trandated andfynyaBhedbyme WlDiam Gaxton at West- 
mestre the rrij day of Apryll / the yere of our lord m . iiij** 
iiij" And the xx yere of the Begne of kyng Edward the 
fourth." 

Now Cazton, from what we know of his disposition, would 
never have began a traoalation in the middle of a book. He 
therefore, no doubt, translated the former nine books also. 
But all Caxton's translations, and especially in the busy time 
of 1480, were made for the press. There seems, therefore, 
good reason to believe that the Metamorphoses were printed 
also by Cazton, although unfortunately no fragment of such 
a work is at present known. 

It seems not unlikely that the Pepysian MS. is in Gazton's 
own autograph. 



Thb Life and MmACUss of Bobbbt Eabl of Oxford. 

In the preftce to " The Four Sons of Aymon," Caxton 
says, ** Therefore late at the request and commandment of the 
right noble and virtuous Earl, John, Earl of Oxford, my good 
singular and especial lord I reduced and translated out of 
French into our maternal and En^ish tongue the life of one 
of his predecessors named Robert Earl of Oxford tofore said, 
with divers and many great miracles which god showed for 
him as weU in his life as after his death as is showed all along 
in his said book." 

Having translated this Life, it is not improbable that 
Caxton also printed it. 



A Ballad. 

The " small fragment of an unknown work," preserved 
among some old baUads in the British Museum (643. m.) and 
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described by Sir Henry Ellis, and Dr. Dibdin in Tyrp, Ant,^ 
vol. i, page 859, is a portion of the ** Cook's Tale/' fix>m 
Caxton's first edition of Chaucer's " Canterbury Tales." 



Several works, such as ** Statuta" (probably Machlinia's) 
" Ltndewode's CoNSTrruTiONEs," " The Lucidaby," " An 
AociDENCB," and others, have been by various writers in- 
cluded among the books issued by Ca^n, but in all cases 
erroneously. 
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THE COMPARATIVE RARITY OF BOOKS PRINTED 
BY CAXTON, 

SHOWINa THB KT7MBBS OF (X)PISS OF BACH WOBE 
KSOWN TO BZIST. 



Quanta fuifti ti tanta »wU Beliqma, 



No. of 
CopiM 



Book of CooiImj, 2nd edit. >frag, 
Directorinm S«cerdotiim,4to. frag, 
Horo, Irt edition . -frag* 

Ditto, 2nd ditto . firag, 

Ditto, Srd ditto . .frag. 

Indnlgeace— Sixtns IV . frag, 

Anelida and Arcyte. 
Arsmoriendi 
Aymon, Four Sons of 
Blanchaidin and Eglantine . 
Book of Conrtesf , Ist edition . 
Gatho, Panms et Magnns, Ist 
edition, 4to . . . 
Ditto, ditto, 2nd edition, 4to 
Charles the Great . 
Chorle and the Bird, Ist edit 

Ditto ditto 2nd ditto 
Commemoracio beatie Marin 
Death-Bed Prayem 
Directorinm Saoerdotam, foUo^ 
Ist edition 

Ditto ditto ditto 2nd ditto 
Fifteen Oes . . . . 
Glass, Temple of . 
Gonyemal of Health 
Horse, Sheep, and Goose, 1st edit. 

Ditto ditto 2nd ditto 
Image of Pity 
Infancia Salvatoris . 
Indulgence — Sixtos lY 



known. 

Another, different . . .1 
MeditacionsiSDrlesseptPseanlmes 1 



Paris and Vienne . 




Psalterinm .... 




Qoatre derrenieres Choses 




Reynard the Fox, 2nd edition 




Serritimn de Transfignratione. 




SexLittern. 




Visitatio Marin Virginis . 




Brass, Temple of . 


li 


Adrertisement, An . 


2 


Arthur, Life of King . 


2 


Propositio Johannis Russell 


2 


Saona, Gnl. de . . . 


2 


StansPner . . . . 


2 


.Ssop, Fahles of . 


S 


Art and Craft .... 


8 


Catho, Parous et Magnus, folio, 




drd edition . 


3 


Curia Sapientin 


8 


Curial,The. 


8 




3 


Good Manners, Book of 


8 


Jason, Les fais du . . 


3 


Moral Prorerbs . 


3 


Rhodes, Siege of 


8 


Saint Winifred, Life of 


3 


Book of Fame .... 


4 


Chivalry, Order of 


4 
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NaoT 

CoplM 

known. 

. 4 

4 
. 4 

4 



Festial, The, Ist edition 
Treatise of Love . 
Troiliifl and Crande . 
Yocabnlary . 

Golden Legend, 2nd edition . 6 

Pilgrimage of the Soal 6 

Foot Sennona, 2nd edition . 5 

DiTen Ghoitlj Mattera . . 6 

Festial, The, 2nd edition 6 

Knight of the Tower . 6 

Recneil, Le . 6 

Beynard the Fox, 1st edition . 6 

Statutes of Heniy VII . 6 

Chronicles of England, 2nd edit. 7 

Dictes and Sayings, Srd edition 7 
Jason, The Life of . .7 

Chastising of God's Children 8 

Foot Sermons, 1st edition . 8 

Life of onr Lady ... 8 

Royal Book .... 8 

Canterbury Tales, 1st edition . 9 

Ditto 2nd ditto . 9 

ChesB, Game and Flay of , 2nd edit. 9 

Doctrinal of Sapience . 9 

Golden Legend, Srd edition . 9 



Chess, Game and Play of, Ist ed. 10 
Chronicles of England, 1480 .10 
Cordial .... 10 
Description of Britain .. 10 

Godfrey of Boloyn 10 

Katheiine, Life of St. . . 10 



Speeolnm Yitss Christi 



11 



Caton 12 

Minonr of the Wwld, 2nd edit 12 

Dictes and Sayings, Ist edition 16 

Mirronr of the World, 1st edit. 16 



Boethins 16 

Confessio Amantis 16 

Becnyell, The . .16 

Eneydos .... 18 

Faytsof Arms .21 

Tnlly of Old Age, ftc . .23 

Polycronicon . .26 

Golden Legend, 1st edition . 31 



The reader who examines this list may well be astoniflhed 
at the number here given oftmique Oaxtons. Ont of 99 workfc 
aboTe enumerated, no leas than 88 are known to us by single 
copies^ or by fragments only. The fact is almost incredible 
eyen to those most oonyersant with the rarities of the West- 
minster Press; and the question naturally arises — ^If about 
one-third of Caxton's issue has been nearly destroyed, how 
numerous may have been the editions of which we shall never 
learn the existence ? A glance at the titles of the uniques 
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will show that the books most liable to destmction^ probably 
owing in part to their being much nsed^ and in part to the 
destractiyeness of religious sectarianism, are those, directly or 
indirectly, of an ecclesiastical character — such as " Hone," 
"Psalters," "Meditacions," &c. School books also, such as 
the " Stans Puer," " Catho," &c., are always diflBcult of pre- 
servation. On the other hand, there seems no especial reason 
for the almost total destruction of such works as the romances 
of "King Arthur," "The Four Sons of Aymon," "Blanch- 
ardin," " Charles the Great," the second edition of " Reynard," 
or the yarious short poems in quarto. 

The greatest number of copies eyer brought together is 
81, being the number now in the British Museum; but of 
these 25 are duplicates, leaving the number of works 56, of 
which three are mere fragments. The Caxtons in Earl 
Spencer's Library, although numerically less than those of the 
National Library, make nevertheless a more complete collec- 
tion, and embrace 57 separate works. Other Libraries come 
far behind these two. The Public Library, Cambridge, has 
88 separate works, a total considerably augmented by the 
numerous unique pieces of poetry in quarto. The Bodleian 
has 28 separate works, and the Duke of Devonshire 25. 



B B 
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INDEX. 



PAGB 

Abbey, Meaniag of word ... 78 
AdTentnren (^See Mexchftnt 

Adventaren) 

AdTertisemeiit printed by 

Caxton 71,237 

-Slneid by Vii^gil 843 

.Ssop, The Fables of, printed 

by Oaxton ... 48, 92,294 

Aforge, Daniel 86 

Ailly, Cardinal Pierre d' ... 226 

Albnrgb, John 148 

Aloock, Bishop 178 

Aldus, Pins Bomanns ... 107 
Alfonse, The Fables of, 

printed by Caxton 48, 92 284, 
Almoniy, The, Ite position 

&c. ... 73, 74, 75, 76, 79 



Alphage, St, Parish of ... 


4 


Ambassadors at Bmges ... 


27 


Ames, Joseph, Note on 




Caxton's death 


85 




105 


Anderson's History of Com- 




merce 


26 


Anelida, Qneen, and False 




Arcyto, printed by Ctuc 




ton 


210 


Anne, St., Chapel of ...78, 74 


Apprentices,Entry and Issues 




of 


6 


Apprentices, Duties of ... 


8 


Apprentices and Executors. . . 


14 


Apprentices, Oath of 


148 


Apprenticeship of Caxton... 


6 


Arbrede, Batailles 


388 



210 



854 



Arcyte, Queen Anelida, and 
False, printed by Caxton 

Ars moriendi, printed by 
Oaxton ... 

Art, The, and Craft to know 
well to Die, printed by 
Caxton 342,850 

Arthur, The Noble Histories 
of King, and of certain 
of his Knights, printed 
by Caxton 

Arundel, Earl of, his Device 

Ascensins Jodocns Badius... 

Assumption, Guild of Lady of 

Atkyns, Richard, Origin and 
Growth of Printing ... 

Aubert, Darid (a Scribe) 85, 185 

Avian, The Fables of, printed 284 
by Caxton 

Ayenbit of Inwit, The 

Aymon, The four Sons of, 
printed by Caxton 

Bagford, John 

Baker, John 

Bakker, Jenyne 

Ballads, Some, printed by 
Caxton 

Ballad, A 

Ballard, Mr., of Cambden... 

Balls, Inking 

Bartholomaus deProprietati- 

bns ... 55,64,65,836,864 

Bath Cathedral 282 

Bavaria, Heniy, Duke of ... 849 

Baynton,W 817 

B B 2 



801 
81 

127 
78 

90 



284 
320 

339 

75,91 

148 

147 



866 

85 

125 
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DTBEZ. 



PAOB 

BeauTaiii, Vinceiit de 224, 225 

Bedford, Dake of 34,86 

Bedford Library 262 

Bedfordshire GeneralLibrary 820 
Bedleem Hospital, Beqaest 

to, by Large 10 

Belet 280 

Benet College Library ... 218 
Bernard, M. A. ... 104, 107 
Bernard, M. A., Opinion on 

Colard Mansion ... 62 

Bemers, Jaliana 834 

Betts, Edward 149 

Beqaests, Varions, of Large 10 
Bible, The Mazarine ... 44 
Bibles and Psalters, First ... 43 
Bibles not in demand in Fif- 
teenth Gentory 84 

Bird, The Chorle and the, 

printed by Caxton 207, 208 
Blanchardin and Eglantine, 
The History of, printed 

by Caxton 338 

Blanche, Qneen of France. . . 322 

Blandford, MarqaU of ... 196 

Bloifl, Library of 36 

Boat Hire 19 

Bocace, Fall of Princes ... 843 

Boethins de Consolatione 

Philosophise, translated 

into English by Geoffrey 

Chancer, printed by 

Cucton 211 

Boke of Nobleese, The ... 382 

Bdomyer, Henry 805 

Boloyne, TJie History of 
Oodfrey of, printed by 

Caxton 249 

Bomsted, Henry 20 

Bonet,Honor6 333 

Bonifannt, Rich ... 10, 145 

Bowyer, William 110 

Bookbinder described ... 130 

Bookbinding 96 
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Book of Coortesey, The 
1st Edition, printed by 

Caxton 209 

Second Edition ... 351 
Book of Good Manners, 

printed by Caxton 81, 811 
Book, A, of Diren Ghostly 
Matters, printed by Cax- 
ton 346 

Book of Fame, The, printed 

by Caxton 291 

Book, The, which the Knight 
of the Tower made to the 
*' enseygnement " and 
teaching of his daugh- 
ters, printed by Caxton 271 

Books, Covers of 213 

Books not printed by Caxton 
bnt haying some connec- 
tion with his Types, &c 859 
Books, Passion for, in Europe 86 

Botfield, Mr 803 

Bouillon, Godefroy de ... 251 
Bradshaw, H., concerning 

theHorae 190 

Brand, John 196 

Bretaylles, Louis de ... 188 

Brice, Hugh ... 75,226 

Bristol 846 

Brito, Jean 38 

Broad, St Ward 76 

Brown, J 149 

Browne, Willis (Mit. Abb.) 221 
Bruges ... 18, 15, 27, 

87, 38, 67, 80, 160 
Bruges, City of, Caxton, a 

Merchant at 15,17 

Bruges, Ducal Library of ... 212 
Bruges, Guild of St John the 

Evangelist 87 

Bruges, Records of... 155 to 168 
Brute, Chronicle of ... 90 

Bryant, Mr 323 

Bcgrce, H 81 
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Bryoe,T 17 

Bnlleii,Mr 242 

Bnrdeux, John de 836 

Bnrchiello, Portrait of ... 91 
Burgh, Richard 16, 17, 146, 

202, 208, 277 
Burgnndj, Duke of 16, 16, 

24, 27. 84, 88, 68 

Bargnndy (Philip the Good) 88 
Barial Fees for Wm. Caxton 80 

Campbell, M.F.A.G. ... 826 
Canterbury Tales, IstEdition, 

printed bjr Caxton ... 191 
Canterbnzy Tales, 2nd Edi- 
tion, printed by Caxton 288 

Caradoc, Prince 801 

Carmen de Vere 268 

Caslon,W 106,108 

Castel, Estienne 198 

Catchwords 132 

Catho Magnns, printed by 

Caxton, Ist Edition 200,203 
Catho Magnus, printed by 

Caxton 202, 203 

Caton, printed by Caxton ... 275 

Cattlyn, Richard and John. . . 222 

Caustons, Manor of. 3. 

Causton, Michael de ; Henry 

de ; Nichol de ; Richard 

de; Theobald de ; Roger 

de; William de; Stevyn 148 

Canxton and Causton, a form 

of Caxton 3 

Cawston, Johannes, Will of 8 

Cawston, OliTer 158 

Caxston, W 146 

Caxton, Elizabeth (daughter 

of Caxton) 80 

Caxton, Elizabeth : Deed of 

Separation 163 

Caxton, John 4 

Caxton, Maude 81 

Caxton, Pedigree, 4 ; his 
Patrons, 31 ; his know- 
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ledge of Printing, de- 
rired from Colard Man- 
sion, and not at Cologne, 
49 to 68; Settles at 
Westminster, 70; Ex- 
tracts from Works, show- 
ing a connection between 
his own name and a lo- 
cality, 70; his Daughter, 
76 ; Patronised by 
Edward IV., 80; Re- 
ceives a Payment from 
Edward IV., 80; List of 
Works, 82 ; Classifica- 
tion of Works, 82 ; 
Time taken for Trans- 
lation of Works, 83 ; 
Death and Burial, 86 ; 
his Property at Death, 

86 ; his Will, 86 ; his 
Literary Attainments, 

87 to 90; a Linguist, 88; 
Portraits of, 91 ; Anec- 
dotes in Appendix to 
M&op's Fables, 92 ; his 
(Character, 92 ; a Master 
Printer, 94 to 140 ; his 
Printing Office and 
Workmen, 94 ; his Types, 
104 ; his large Device, 
187; Price of his Books, 
189; Judgment by, 157; 
Payment by the King, 
158 ; Burial Fees, 159; 
Auditor of Parish Ac- 
counts, 159; Chess Book, 
Interpolation of ... 175 

Caxton, William (not the 

Printer), 80; Burial Fees 4 

Censuria literaria 195 

Charles, King of France ... 83 
(Charles the Bold succeeds 

PhiHp the Good ... 24 

Charles the Great (Prologue) 84 



Digitized by 



Google 



874 



IXDEX. 



PAGE 

Charles the Great, the Life 
of the Noble and 
ChriBtian Prince, printed 
byCaxton 308 

GharroD, The Jesuit ... 307 

Charten, Meroers and Mer- 
chant Adyentnrers 18, 

19, 20, 21 

Chartier, Alain 294 

Chases 123 

Chastising, The, of God's 
Children, printed by 
Caxton 855 

Chato, et Parrns Magnns, 
1st Edition, printed by 

Caxton 200 

2nd Edition ... 222 

Chancer, Geoffrey, 90, 291 ; 
EnToi of, to Skogan, 
printed by Caxton ... 209 

Chancer, GeofErey, Canter- 
bury Tales, 1st Edition 
191 ; 2nd Edition 288 ; 
Baethins de Consol*- 
tione PhilosophifB, 
printed by Caxton ... 211 

Chancer, The complaint of, 
to his parse, printed by 
Caxton 210 

Chertsey, Andrew 351 

Chess Book, The 56, 59, 61, 

68,81,110,285 

Chess, Game and Play of, 
Ist Edition, printed by 
Caxton 24, 171 

Chess, The Game and Play 
of the, 2nd Edition, 
printed by Caxton ... 230 

ChiTalry, The Order of, 

printed by Caxton ... 287 

Chobham, Eleanor, her pen- 
ance 13 

Chorle, The, and the Bird, 

printed by Caxton 207, 208 
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Chronicles of England, The, 
1st Edition, printed by 

Caxton 245 

2nd Edition ... 253 
Chronicle of King Alfred... 106 

Chronicle of Brute 246 

Churche, Daniel 202 

Clarence, Dake of 178 

Cloth, English, excluded by 

Duke of Burgundy ...16, 28 
Coburger, Nuremberg, prin- 
ter 237 

Colard Mansion, ^00 Mansion 

Cologne 63 

Colonna ^gidins 172 

Commission issued, 1464, for 
renewal of Treaty of 

Trade 22 

Complaint, The, of Chaucer 
to his purse, printed by 

Caxton 210 

Commemoratio Lamenta- 
tionis siTC compassionis 
Beatas Mariso in morte 
filii, printed by Caxton 825 
Composing Stick ... 123, 125 
Compositor, The, described 128 
Confessio Amantis, printed 

by Caxton 269 

Congregational Library ... 327 
Connection between Caxton 

and Colard Mansion ... 64 
Copenhagen, Boyal Library 312 
Copland, B., 840; one of 

Caxton's workmen ... 70 
Copland, W. ... 95, 341 
Corpus Christi College ... 218 
Cordyale, or the Four Last 
Things, printed by Cax- 
ton 214 

Court of Sapience, printed by 

Caxton 248 

Courtesy, Book of, printed 

by Caxton ... 209, 351 
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Cowper, Mr. 827 

Craw, W. 16 

CntTeoenr, Signenr de ... 60 
Crede Mihi, Traetatna, 

printed by Caxton S15, 841 

Croppe, Gerard 80 

Crosse, John 86 

CzyBtine of Pisan — Moral 

ProYerU ... 192,198 

Cora SapientisD; or the 

Court of Si^ience, 

printed by Caxton 248, 293 

Corial^The 294 

D'Ailly, Pierre Cardinal ... 178 

B'Angers, Ony 186 

Darea Phrygins 170 

Danbeny, William 81 

Dannan, M 224 

Day, John, Printer ... 106, 106 
Death-bed Prayers, printed 

by Caxton 288 

Dedes,Bobert 10 

Degaillerille, Ooillanme de, 

Pilgrimage of the Son] 268 

Delff 76 

Denis de Leewis 184 

Description of Britain, The, 

printed by Caxton ... 247 
DeTelopment of Printing ... 89 
Device, Caxton 's ... 48, 187 
Devonshire, Dnke of, Por- 

ehase of the Recayell . . . 169 
Dictes and Sa3ring8...24, 66, 

70, 79, 87, 186, 219, 844 
Dictes and Sayings, printed 

by Caxton, Ist Edition, 

186 ; 2nd Edition, 219 ; 

8rd Edition 844 

Dictys Cretensis 170 

Dinner, Visitation of Mercers 76 
Directorinm, sen Pica Samm, 

printed by Caxton ... 289 
Directorinm Sacerdotun, nna 

cmn Defensorio ejnsdem. 
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crede mihi, printed by 

Caxton 816,841 

Doctrinal de la foyCatholiqne 822 
Doctrinal of Sapience, The, 

printed by Caxton ... 820 

DomusAnglomm 22 

Donatns, St., Chnrch of ... 61 

Douce, F 170 

Donee Collection 862 

Drapers, Merchant Adren- 

tnres 18 

Dnrham Cathedral 847 

Dysart, Earl of 837 

Echard, Script Ordin. Prie- 

dicat 847 

Edward III. introduces cloth 

factories to England ... 2 
Edward IV., 8, 27, 28, 29, 

86, 80, 87 
Elizabeth of Hungary, Saint, 

the Reyelations of ... 861 

Ellis, Sir Henry 366 

Eneydos, printed by Caxton, 

2, 81, 842, 74 
English, First book in ... 168 
English Nation, The ... 22 

Esterlings 22, 190 

Essex, Earl of 202 

Esteney John, Abbot of 

Westminster 74 

Eton College 177,228 

Eugenins UI., Pope 849 

Evilmerodach, King ... 231 

Exeter 218 

Exeter College, Oxford, 277, 

298, 846 

Eye, witch of 13 

Eyre Thomas, husband of 

EliaabetfaLage 11 

Fables of J£sop, the ; of 

Arian ; of Alfonse ; and 

of Page, the Florentine, 

printed by Caxton ... 284 
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Faits d'Armes, lea 332 

F&its d'Armes et de CheTOr 

lerie 332 

Fall of Princes 843 

Fame, the Book of, printed 

by Caxton 291 

Farmer's, Dr., Library ... 239 

Faron, Jean 172 

Fastolf, Sir John ... 81, 230 
Fayts of Arms and of Chiy- 
airy, The, printed by 

Caxton 81, 831,384 

Fdding Geoffrey, Mayor ... 17 
Festial, The. ( Liber Festialis) 
Ist £dition, printed by 

Caxton 261, 827 

Festial, the, (Liber Festialis) 
second edition, printed 

by Caxton 852 

FerreRaTnele 68 

Fifteen Oes, the, and other 
Prayers, printed by 

Caxton 348 

Figgins, V 109,110 

Fillastre, Gnillanme 170 

Fineschi Vinoenzio 103 

Fishmongers, Merchant Ad- 
venturers 18 

Flanders, Peace between 

England and 13 

FlemiAh goods prohibited ... 23 
Flemish settlers in England 2 
Fostalf, John, Knight ... 189 

Fonnders' Company 18 

Four Last ThiogRor Cordyale 

printed by Caxton ... 214 
Fonr Sermons, printed by 

Caxton, Ist Edition ... 354 
Four Sennon*s &c (Qoatnor 
Sermones &c.) printed 
by Caxton, 2nd Edi- 
tion 268 

Foar Sons of Aymon, The, 

printed by Oixton ... 889 



Fowls, Parliaroentof, printed 

byCaxtoa *209 

Frankfort type founders ... 108 
Franklin, Benjamin ... 109 

Freeman of London, Oath of 144 

Friskets ... 129 

Gairdner, Mr., Memorials of 

King Henry the Seventh 267 

Oaliard, Messire 195 

Gal lopes, Jean de ... 259, 314 

GaliotdnPre 294 

Godney, John 11 

Geiffe, William 86 

Gering, Ulrich 863 

Gerson, chancellor 334 

Genrers, M 29 

Ghent 27 

Ghent, Public Library at ... 326 
Glass, the Temple of, printed 

by Caxton 206 

Gloucester, Humphrey duke 

of 80 

Godfrey of Bnlloyne, printed 

by Caxton 86 

Godike, K. 228 

Golden Fleece, order of ... 15 
Golden Legend, 65, 97; Co- 
pies left by Caxton to St 
Margaret's, Westmin- 
ster, 86; Ist EUition, 
printed by Caxton, 277$ 
2nd Edition, printed by 
Caxton, 308; 3rd Edi- 
tion 361 

Gossin, Jean 51 , 226 

Gotcingen, Royal University 

Library 209 

Govemal of Health, the, 

printed by Caxton 8.S6, 356 
Governor of English Mer- 
chants at Bruges^Du- 

tiesof 20 

Guido of Colonna 170 

Granion, John 16 
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Grenville Library 210 

Greyhound, The ... 75, 176, 79 

Groote, Goerard 1e 16 

Grathayse, Lonis de Bru- 
ges 35, 36, 50 

Guilds :— St. John the Evan- 
gelist, 37 ; St. Thomas a 
Becket, 18 ; Lady As- 
samption, 78 ; Vassel 
feasts. 78 ; Accounts, 78 ; 
*'Les Freres de la plome" 
of Brussels, 37; St 
Luke at Antwerp. 

Hadlow 8 

Hagae, Royal Library ... 827 

Hall. Bobert 146 

Hamburgh 13 

Ham House, Surrey ... 301 

Hansard, T.C 110 

Hanseatic League 190 

HardwickeHaU 203 

Harrowe, John ... 10, 146 

Hasted on Kent 2 

Hastings, Lord ... 24, 195, 227 

Hawes 207 

Haywarde, a Scribe ... 189 
Health, The Govemal of, 

printed by Caxton ... 336 
Hecht-Heinean Library, Hal- 

berstadt 269 

Hende, William 19 

Henricus, Uex 349 

Henry, Dr 280 

Henry II 202 

Henry IV 18 

Henry VI 19,86,81 

Henry Vil 81 

Heton, Christopher ... 10 

Heton. Jas 145 

Higden*s, fialph, Folycroni- 

oon 247 

History of Blanchardin and 
Eglantine, The, printed 

by Caxton 888 
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History of i .Godfrey, of 

Boloirne. The; or the 

Conquest of Jerusalem, 

printed bv Caxton ... 249 

Hictoire da Chevalier Paris, 

et de labelle Vienne . 807 

Holkham Libmry 196 

Holtrop's Monumens Tvpo- 
prapbiques. Woodcut 

from 76 

HorsB ... 816,'327, 348, 240, 817 
Horie, printed by Caxton, 
1st Edition, 189 t 2Tid 
Edition, 240 ; 3rd Edi- 
tion, 817; 4th Edition 328 

Horham, Manor of 9, 11 

Horse, Shepe, and Goose, 
printed by Caxton, 66, 

203, 204 
House of the English Nar 

tion 22 

Hunter, Hev. Joseph ... 222 

Illuminators 112, 96, 138 

Image of Pity, printed by 

Caxton 318,320 

Indenture of Apprentice ... 6 
Infancia Salvatoris, printed 

by Caxton 205 

InitUls 42,184 

Ink for Printine 96 

Jackson on Wood Engrav- 
ing 187 

James, John, Typefounder. . . 109 
Jason, English Edition by 
Caxton, 185; French 
Edition, 56. 60 ; 63, 170 176 
Jason, Derivation of Name 15 

Jean de Bruges 36 

Jersey, Earl of •- ... 308 
Jerusalem, Conquest of, or 
the History of Godfrey 
of Bolqyne, printed by 
Caxton 249 
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Joan of Arc 

JohD, Duke of Berrj 

John n.. King of France ... 

JohnStabbes 

Jones, J. Winter, 178, 186 

'< Justification " : a Printer's 
term ... ... ••• 

Karlemaine 

Katherine, Saint, the Life of, 
printed by Caxton 

Kendal, John, Letters of 
Indulgence issued bj, 
printed by Caxton, 220 

Kentish Dialect 

King Apolyn of Tyre 

King Edward VI. Grammar 
School, St. Alban's ... 

Knight of the Tower, the, 
Book to the ensaygne- 
ment and teaching of his 
Daughters, printed by 
Caxton 40,81 

Knight Paris, the, and the 
fair Vienne, printed by 
Caxton 

Konnecke, Dr. G 

Lambert, John 

Large. Alice, 11 ; Elizabeth, 
9, 1 1 ; Joan, 159 ; Jo- 
hanna, 9, 10, 11 ; Mar- 
ries John Godney, 11 ; 
John, 5, 9, 146; Bichard, 
9; Robert, 146 ; a Mer- 
cer, 8; Sherijff and Lord 
Mayor, 8 ; Warden, 9 ; 
House in the Old Jewry, 
Account by Stow, 9; 
. Family, 9 ; Death and 
Will, 9 ; Widow 

Large, Robert his Will, 151 
to 156; the younger, 6, 
11; Thomas 

Latour, Landry 

Laurent, Fr^re 
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70 

241 
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806 
269 
148 
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Le Recuflil des Histoires de 

Troye, (see Recoeil) ... 26 
Leen Gerard ... 186, 307 

LefcTre, Raoul 186 

LegendaAurea 280 

Legends, Bequest from Cax- 
ton 160 

Legh Gerard 186 

Legh, Stephen, M.P. ... 188 

Legh, W. J., Esq 864 

Legiand, Jacques 312 

Leper Houses, Bequest to, 

by Large 10 

Letter to Caxton from Mer- 
cers 28 

Letters of Indulgence from 
Johannes de Qiglis, 
printed by Caxton ... 261 
Letters of Indulgence issued 
by John Kendal in 1480, 
printed by CaxUm ... 262 

Lettou 96 

Lewis, Rey. John ... 91,216 

Life of Christ 314 

Life of Saint Katherinc, The 861 
Life, The, and Miracles of 
Robert, Earl of Oxford 
life, The,oftheHoly Blessed- 
Virgin, Saint Winifred, 
printed by Caxton 
Life, The, of the Noble and 
Christian Prince,;Charles 
the Great, printed by 

Caxton 908 

Lilly, Mr 886 

Lincoln Cathedral 282 

Livre de Sapience 822 

LiTre des bonnes Mieurs, le 312 
Livre des Vices et des Vertns 819 

LiTre Royal, le 819 

Louis de Bruges 36 

Louis of Anjou 84 

Lonrre Library ... ••• 33 
Low Counties 30 
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Lacidarjr, The 366 

Ljdgate, John 171, 192, 

204, 210, 269, 297, 337» 860 
Ljrf of oar Ladye, printed 

byCaxton 297 

Ljndewoode, Constitntiones 866 
Machtinia ... 36, 96, 386, 366 

Madden, Sir F 221 

Maittaire 216 

Mallet Gilles 88 

Malory, Sir Thomas ... 802 

Manipnlos Coratonun ... 822 
Mansion Colard ... 86, 38, 
40,42,43,46,49,64,68, 
67, 110, 177, 212, 260, 861 
Mansion Colard, a Skilfol 
Caligrapherj begins to 
Print, 68; his Con- 
nection with Caxton, 64 ; 
Dean of the Guild of St. 
John, 60 ; Place of 
Residence and Work- 
shop, 60 ; Opinion by 
Bernard, 62; Peculiarity 
of his Printing, 62, 68, 
64 : the first Printer at 

Bruges 49 

Mansion, Paul and Robert. . . 67 

Marchand, Guy 361 

Margaret (of Flanders) ... 34 

Margaret, Queen 282 

Margaret's, St, Westminster, 
Records, 4, 81, 78, 79, 

80, 86, 68, 162 
Margarita Eloquendae, Fra- 
tris Laurentii Gulielmi 
de Saona, printed by 

Caxton 216 

MarijB Virginis Servitium 
de Visitatione, printed 

byCaxton 264 

Marot, Jean 838 

Marshall, J 149 

Marten, Walter 86 
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Mart-Towns, Apprentices 

sent to the 14 

Martin, St Oatwich ... 76 

Maskell,Mr. ... 818,828 

Maydestone, Clement ... 816 
Maynyal,W. ... 188,863 

Medicina Stomachi, printed 

byCaxton ... 886,337 
Meditadons snr les Sept 
Psalmes Penitenciaulx, 
printed by Caxton ... 177 
Mercer*s Company... 6, 6, 8, 

16, 28, 29, 76, 144 
Merchant Adventurers, their 
Institution, Object, and 
Charters ... 16,17,18,21,24 
Metamorphoses of Orid ... 61 

Menu, Jehan de 332 

Middleton, Dr. 317 

Mielot,Jean 186,280 

Mirkn8,John 262 

Mirrourof the World, printed 
by Caxton, 1st Edition, 
224 ; 2nd Edition ... 288 
Missale ad Usum Sarum, 

printed for Caxton ... 362 

Montaiglon,M 273 

Moral Distichs, printed by 

Caxton 197 

Moral Prorerbs, printed by 

Caxton 192 

Mores, Rowe 110 

Moule, Bib. Herald 288 

Monntfort, Symon 221 

Moxon, Joseph ... 110,106 
National Library, Paris ... 861 
Neche, Thomas ... 10, 146 

NichoU, J. G 76 

Noblesse, Dedaration of ... 228 

North, Mr. 218 

Nouns, SubstantiTe, and 
Verbs, The proper appli- 
cation of certain, printed 
byCaxton ... 203,204 
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Nugent, Dr 317 

Kyche, Thomas Ho 

Obraj, William, GoYoraor 
of the English Mer- 
chants 19,21 

Old Age, Tally of 228 

Oldys 226 

Onkmanton, Henry... 10, 145 

Order of Chivalry, The, 

printed by Caxton ... 287 

Orford, Lord 216 

Orologinm Sapientiie ... 347 

Osborne 206 

Ottley 127, 134 

Ovid, Metamorphoses of 90, 364 
Oxford, Bobert Earl of 206, 8f^5 

Palmer, Samnel 110 

Paper, its Valne, 108 ; its 
Watermarks, 99 ; Large 
Paper Copies, 98; Paper 
Mill, 98; the kind nsed 

by Caxton 97 

Paris, M 170,212 

Parker, Aichbishop 106, 2 1 8 

Pannartz 84 

Plmnissi, Sir Anthony ... 107 

Pegge,Dr 3 

Pembroke College, Cam- 
bridge 271 

Pepysian, 233,838,864,846,365 

PerkinWarbeck 221 

Perrot, Thomas 27 

Peterborongh, Earl of ... 261 
Petms Carmelianns, Sex 
Epifltolaey printed by 

Caxton 265 

Petsholdt, Dr. Jalins ... 269 
Philadelphia, Loganian Li- 
brary 282 

Pica Sarmn,sea Directorinm, 

printed by Caxton ... 289 
Pica, type of printers ... 238 
Pilgrimage of the Sonl, The, 

printed by Caxton ... 267 
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Pins, Jean do 807 

Pisan, Christine de... .. 882 
Poge, the Florentine, the 
Fables of, printed by 

Caxton 284 

Polycronicon, printed by 

Caxton 65,90 264 

Portraits of Caxton 91 

Pratt, William 17,75,81 812 
Prayers, Death-Bed, printed 

by Caxton 288 

Premierfftit, Laarenoe de ... 229 

Preste, Simon 24 

Psalter, the First 44 

Psalterinm, kc.<, printed by 

Caxton 241 

Pnrgatorie des mattrais 

Maris 63 

Pye, The, a Tenement ... 75 
Pye, a collection of mles ... 238 
I^kering, John, 149; Soc- 
cessor to Caxton as 
Governor of the English 
Nation, 21 ; sammoned 
before the Conrt of the 
Mercers, and discharged 

from his office 21 

Pynson, Richard ...95,200 292 
Qnadrilogne, Le, by Colard 

Mansion ... 67, 177 

Qnartemion, Meaning of, 131, 166 
Qnatre derrenieres Choses 

56, 61, 63. 67, 68, 188, 326 
Qneen's College, Oxford ... 271 
Quintemion, Meaning of ... 166 
Rawlett's Library, Tamworth 282 

Becto, Meaning of 166 

Becneil, Le, des Histories de 
Troye ... 26, 51, 95, 

60, 53, 68, 169 
Recoyell, The, of the His- 
tories of Troye, 26, 81, 
82, 41, 56, 57, 59, 60, 

63, 68, 105 
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Bedeknape Esmond 17 

BedeknapeW. ... 17,19,149 
Bed Pale, The ... 76,80 

Bed Ink, Cnrioos nse of, by 

Caxton and Maniion ... 188 
Begimen Sanitatis Saterni- 

tannm 887 

Beglete 126 

Beinaert die Vos, die Historie 

Van 228 

Beyelationa of Saint Elicar 

beth, of Hungary ... 861 
Beynard, the Fox, History of ^ 
printed by Caxton, Ist 
Kdition, 227 ; 2nd Edi- 
tion 837 

Bhodes, The Siege of 221, 862 

Bichard III. 81, 196, 288 

Bichmond, Margaret, Conn- 

tessof 81 

Bipon Minster ... 218, 261 

Bipoli Press 108,107 

Bitson, 199; Bib. Poet ... 208 
BiTers, Anthoine, Earl of, 
24, 28, 81, 216; truia- 
lated the Dictes ... 187 

Bobert, Monk of Shrews- 

bnry 800 

Bock, Canon, D.D 288 

Boger, Monk of St Werberg 266 

Boman Types 48 

Bomans, les, 4e la Table 
Bonde et les contes des 
anciens Bretons ... 808 

Bomnleon, written by Colard 

Mansion 60 

Bood of Oxford 263 

Botheram, Bishop 240 

BoxbnrghClnb ... 206,210 
Boyal Book, the, or Book 
for a King, printed by 

Caxton 318,864 

Boye, Onyde 822 

Bnbrisher, The 188 
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Bnle of St Benet, The, 

printed by Caxton,346, 847, 861 
Bnssel, John, Bishop of 
Lincoln, 24, 196, 226; 
his*' Propositio," printed 

by Caxton 194 

Byolle, William 86 

Sacerdotmn, Directorinm, 

printed by Caxton ... 341 

Salisbury Missal 868 

SalTe Begina, printed by 

Caxton 197 

Saona, Fratris Lanrentii 
Gnlielmi de, Marga- 
rita Eloquential, printed 
by Caxton ... 216,218 

ScalaCoeU 823 

Scales, Lord 24,196 

Scriptorinm of Westminster 

Abbey 74 

Scriyers 133 

Scroop, Archbishop ... 81 7 

Selle, John 16 

SeTen Points, The, of Tnie 
LoTe and Ererlasting 
Wisdom, or Orologiom 
Sapientiae, printed by 

Caxton 346 

Sermons, Fonr, printed by 

Caxton 268,364 

Sermons of Yitriaoo, The ... 322 
Serritinm de Trsnsfigora- 
tione Jhesn Christi, 
printed by Caxton ... 826 
Serritinm de Visitatione B. 
Mariae Virginis, printed 
by Caxton ... 264,327 
Sex pereleg antissimis Epis- 
tolae per Petrnm Car- 
meliannm Emendatae, 
printed by Caxton ... 266 
Shakspear, W. ... 170, 296 
Shrewsbury, John Talbot, 

Earl of 332 
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Siege of Rhodes ... 220, 362 

Signatures 41,42 

SixtDfl IV., Pope ... 196,219 
Skogan, John, EnToj of 
Chancer to» paatai^Vf 

CaatM 209 

MMUe, Sir Hans 308 

Slnis, The Port of, Bmgee. . . 26 
Smithfield, JouBts in ... 12 

Smith, John. 110 

Somerset, Margaret, Dnchess 

of 339 

Somme de Roi, La i or. La 
Somme dee Vioee et dee 

Vertne 319 

Sophologinm 312 

Sotheby, S. Leigh 106 

Sonsharie, or Sonabe, Jehan 

Sonthey, Robert 808 

Spacing 44 

Specolnm Historiale ... 806 

Specnlnm Yitas GhriBti, 
printed by Caxton, lit 
edition 312 ; 2nd edition 324 
St Alban's, the Printer- 
Schoolmaster of, 46, 31 7 1 
Grammar School, 213, 
240; St. Alban's 

Chronide 246 

St Benet's Chapel, West- 
minster 212 

St George's, Windsor ... 227 
St. James of Compostella ... 189 
St John College, Cambridge 346 
St John's College, Oxford, 

223, 246 343 

St John's Hospital of Jem- 

salem 172 

St John the Erangelist, 

Gnildof 37 

St Martin's Otewich ... 160 

St Okfe, Jewry 10 

St Omer, Proposed Con- 

rention at 23 
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Stans Paer ad Mensam, 

printed by Caxton 66 197 
Stanzas, yarions, printed by 

Caxton.^ 208 

Sbr Chamber Decree ... Mfr 
Statutes of Heniy VIL, 

printed by Caxton ... 836 

Staunton, Thos 145 

Steel Yard 22, 190 78 

Steeycns, G 170 

Stomach Medicina, printed 

by Caxton. 386 

Stow,J(dmG 248 

Stower,C 110 

Streete, Randolph ...10, 146 146 

Strete, Hundred of. 10 

Stnbbes, John ... 80, 146 
Styles, Old and New in the 

year 296 

Snso, Henry de 847 

Sutton, John 19 

Surigo, Stephen 212 

Snrse, Pistoie 230 

Sweynheim andPannartz ...48, 84 

Tate, John 104,149 

Temple of Brass, The, 
printed by Caxton, 1st 

Edition, 206, 2nd Edition 209 

Terms, Explanation of ... 166 
Temion, Meaning of 131, 166 

Thomassy, Raimond ... 198 

Thomey, Roger 251 

Timperley, C. H 110 

Title Pages 45 

Tractatos de ymagine mandi 226 

Trade Marks of Printers ... 76 
Trades, List of, in the Guild 
of St John the Eyan- 

getist 87 

Trading Guilds 17 

Treatise of Loye, A, printed 

by Caxton 257 

Treatise on Hunting and 

Hawking 884 
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Treaty of Trade, Commlnioii 

for renewal of ... 22 

Tree of Battailee 888 

Treyeris, Peter 96 

Troilos and Creside by 

Shakepere 170 

Trojan War... * 170 

Troy, Siege of 170 

Trinity College, Cambridge 848 

Trinity CoUege, Dublin ... 220 
Troylns and Creside, printed 

by Caxton 236 

Tnlly of Old Age ; Tolly 
of Friendflhip; The De- 
clamation of Noblesse, 

printed by Caxton ... 228 

Tomat, Richard 10 

TweWe Profits of Tribnlation, 

The, printed by Caxton 846 

Tjrmpans 129 

Typefomidtng 104 

Tjrpe, No. 1, Books printed 

in, described ... 166 to 180 

Type, No. 2 64 

Type, No. 8 Ill 

Type, No. 5 119 

1^, No. 6 120 

Types 48, 104; 10» 

Upsala, UniTersity Library 219 

Utrecht, Old Records ... 26 

Vaghan, Thomas 196 

Yalerins, Maximns 60 

Van Pr«t, M., 87, 49, 61, 177 

Yegetins, de re militari ... 882 
Vellum nsed lor Gtxton's 

books 104 

Yonto, Jeronimo 168 

Y6rard, Antoine ... 884, 861 

Yerso, meaning of 166 

Yienna, Imperial Library, 

288, 261, 298 



PAoa 
172, 280 
... 221 
... 27 
... 86 



Yignay, Jehan de ... 

Yignoles, Bernard de 

Yins d'honnenr 

Yitas Patmm 

Yocabnlaiy in French and 
English, pnnted by 
Caxton 

WagBtaffe, Bishop .. 

Walbrook, Watercourse of. 

Walpole, Horace 

Waide, John 

Warwick, Earl of ... 24,28,81 

Watermarks in Caxton books 99 

Watson, James 

Weald of Kent 

Westminster, 70 ; Abbots ol« 
74 ; Wool Staple, U ... 

Whitehill, Sir Richat« ... 

Whityngton, Quit Sents ... 

WideriUe, Bichnd 

Wilson, Josbaa, Esq. 

Winchester, Earl of 

Windsor, Boyal Library . . . 

Wiofffred,Life of Saint, prin- 
ted by Caxton 

Wright, Thomas Mr. .,. 

Wool-staple at Westminster 

Worde, Wynkin de, 46, 76, 
96 { His blunders, 64, 
66 ; Yarious ways he 
spelt his name 

Wyche, Hewe ... 29, 80, 146 

Wyche, Richard, burnt ... 12 

Year. Old and new style of 
reckoning in England 
and Flanders 

York, Cathedral Library 206 208 

Zanetti 103 

ZelUlric 44,62,68 
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